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Ptcface. 



Napolron has soiiiowhoro sahl Miat a history of an army coiihl not bo 
•written till the history of its regfimonts had been >vTitten. 

This holds equally goo<l with the history of a Union iike ours. If you 
would tell its story truthfully you must go back to its first elements. It 
Is by seeing what each town and village had done, that we arrive at a 
satisfactory narrative of what each state has done. Thus the office of 
town historian is a very important ofHce. It gathers up with minute 
twcuracy the incidents of town and village life, and prepares them for 
the hand of the historian, and what is even more important, it tells yon 
the story of their great men; their "guiltless Crom wells'* and their 
mute ** inglorious Miltons." It is only by the means of preliminary 
1alK>rs like these, that a general histrtry of the United States becomes pos- 
sible. The volume which we here offer to the public, is one of these ele- 
mentary volumes which requires industry, zeal, and candid criticism ; to 
all of which I venture to lay claim. I have grown enthusiastic over anec- 
dotes and details which have no place in general history, but without 
which local coloring is lost and truth disguised. 

Such as it is T olTer this volume. ( the result of many lalwrious days), to 
the kind acceptance of my fellow townsmen. 
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CHAPTER I 



SETTLEMENT OF THE TO WN. 

The Town of East Grccinvi(^h dntos from 1G77, liaving 
been ineorjiorntcd Oetnber .-nst of that year. In June, 
1G78, the name of the town was clianj^ed to that of Ded- 
ford, bnt the former name was restored in 1G89. 

The boundaries of tlie township were nearly the same 
ns at present, with tlic exception of the western line, wliich 
extended further than the present line runs. The settle- 
ment of the village was begun at an early ])eriod after the 
incorporation of the townslii]). The excellence and safety 
of the harbor was a strong inducement for men of energy 
and business habits to settle on its shores. 

At the General Assend>ly held for the Colony at New- 
port, ]May, 1GG7, it was 

" Ordered that a certain tract of land in some conven- 
ient place in the Narragansett country, shall be laid forth 
into one hundred acre sliares, Avith the house lots, for the 
acconnnodation f»f so many of the inhabitants <»f this (V)lonv 
as stand in need <»f hind, an<l the (jlenernl Assembly shall 
judge tit to be su])]ilied. 

" In ]>ursuance of said act of the General Assend)ly, this 
present court do enact and declare, that the said tract of 
land be forthwith laid forth to contain fv\Q thousand acres, 
which shall be divided as follows : Five hundred acres to 
be laid in some place near the sea, as commodious as 
may be for a town, which said five hundred acres shall bo 
divided into tifty house lots, and the remainder of said five 
thousand acres, being four thousand five hundred acres, 
shall be divided into" fifty e<pial shares or great divisicms, 
and that each person hereafter named and admitted by 
this Assembly, to land in the said tract, shall have and enjoy 
to him and his heirs and assigns forever, in nianner and 
forni an<l und<»r tlu^ conditions hereafter expressed, one of 
2 
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the said house lots, niul one great division, eoiitainiiig in 
the whole one hundred acres. 

" And further this Assembly do enact, order and declare, 
for the services rendered during King Philip's war, the 
persons here named th«it is to say : John Spencer, Thomas 
N^ichola, Clement Weaver, Henry l^rightman, George 
Vaughn, John Weaver, Charles IVIacarty, Thomas Wood, 
Thomas Frye, Benjamin Grittin, Daniel Vaughn, Thomas 
Dungin, John Pearce, Ste]dien Peckham, John Crandal, 
Preserved Pearce, Henry Lilly, John Albro, Samuel Albro, 
Philip Long, Richard Knight, John Peckham, Thoinas 
Peckimm, William Clarke, Edward Day, Edward Rich- 
mond, Edward Calvery, John ITeatli, Robert Havens, John 
Strainge, John I'arker, (jeorge Browne, Richard Rarnes, 
Samson HaUoo, John Remington, Jonathan Devell, Renja- 
inin Mowrey, Joseph Mowrey,WiHiam Wilbore, James Eyles 
Pearce, James Rattey, Renjamin Gorton, Henry Dyre, John 
Knowles, Stephen Arnold, John Sanford, William Hawkins 
and John lloulden, are the persons unto whom the said 
tract of land is granted, and who shall possess the same, 
their heirs and assigns according to the true intent and 
meaning of this present grant. 

" And to the end, that the said persons, and their succes- 
sors, the proprietors of the said land, from time to time 
may be in the better capacity to manage their public affairs, 
this Assembly do enact and declare that the said plantation 
shall be a town, by the name and title of East Greenwich, 
in his Majesty's Colony of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, with all the rights, liberties, and privileges 
whatsoever, unto a town appertaining; and that the said 
persons above mentioned, unto whom the said grant is 
made are by this present Assembly and the authority 
■thereof, made and admitted the freemen of the said town, 
and they, and so many of them as shall be then present, 
not being fewer than twelve on the said land, required and 
empowered to meet together upon the second Wednesday 
next, and constitute a town meeting, by electing a Mod- 
erator and a Town Clerk, with such Constables as to them 
sluill seem requisite ; and also to choose two persons their 
Deputies to sit in General Assembly, and two ])ersons, one 
to serve on the Grand Jury, and one on the Jury of Trials in 
the General Court of Trials, and so the like number and 
for the said Com-t. 

"And to the end that the said Plantation niay be speedily 
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settled and improved according to tlie end of this present 
in the granting thereof ; bo it enacted and ordained that 
each person mentioned in this ])resent grant, shall, within 
one year after the pnblication thereof, make on his honse 
lot, by building a house fit and suitable (or habitation ; and 
in case any person who. hath any of the said house lots shall 
neglect or refuse, by hunself or assii^nec to build accord- 
ingly, he shall forfeit both the house lot and greater divis- 
ion, to be disposed of by any succeeding Assendjly as they 
shall sec cause. 

"And further, this Assembly do enact and declare, that 
if any person unto whom the said land is granted, by this 
present act, shnll, at any time within erne and twenty years 
after this hereof, sell, grant, make over, or otherwise dis- 
pose of any land or lands hereby granted unto him, or unto 
any other person or persons interested in the said planta- 
tion, that then the said person or [lersons whatsoever, without 
liberty had been obtained from the General Asseml)ly, that 
then the said person or persons so selling or disposing of 
the said land shall lose all other lands whatever, that he is 
possessed of in the said itlantation, aiul also the lands so 
dis}>osed of, to be and remain to this Colony. 

" And further, it is enacted by this Assembly, that the 
freemen of said town shall make, and lay out convenient 
highways from the bay ui) into the comitry throughout the 
whole township, as shall be convenient for the settlement of 
the country above and about the said township." 

The original settlers exj)ected from the advantageous 
situation of their town, in the centre of the Colony, as well 
as from the excellence and safety of its beautiful harbor, 
that the place was destined to beccnne large and nourishing, 
and perha]»s ultimately the colonial emporium and seat of 
the government. So im])ressed were they with this idea 
that they provided for its realiwUion when planning and 
laying out the village by making the principal streets wide 
and straig!it, and giving them lofty and high-sounding 
names. 

JVlain street, rinining north and south through the cen- 
tre of tluj village is sixty feet wide; as arc also King street, 
Ciueen street, and London street, running at right angles 
from JMain street to the harbor ; while Marlboro, Duke and 
other short streets are only half as wide. The village is 
situated on a small bay, which is a )>ortion of Narragansett 
]>ay. The harbor is completely landlocked, so as to be per- 
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fectly secure from all heavy winds ; no rocks or sand bars 
impede its entrance, or render its navigation unsafe in any 
direction. Its shores are remarkably bold, so that vessels 
of all kinds can approach very near, and the water deep 
enough for almost any craft which navigates Narragansett 
Bay. Formerly it was celebrated for its menhaden fishery, 
but of late yeai*s these fish have become very scarce. One 
hundred yeara ago oysters were so abundant in our bay, 
the inhabitants were in the habit of laving in an hundred 
bushels each for winter consum])tion, although they are so 
scarce here now. East Greenwich up to the ]>resent time has 
always been celebrated for the excellence and abundance of 
its clams and quahaugs^ but now these cheap and wholesome 
shell-iiKli, the chief de[>endence of the poor, have become as 
scarce as oysters. 

The numerous establishments for summer resort in our 
vicinity, have made such great calls on our clam-banks to 
supply the wants of the vast nnml)er of visitors to those 
phices, where the principal food served up consists of baked 
clams an<l chowder, that the supply is failing. Kscalo|)S 
are very abundant, and at the ]n*esent time they furnish 
(in the season) the princi]>al food of a large portion of 
the people of our village. Abundance of the very finest 
fish are caught in our harbor during the spring and summer 
nu)nths; scu]>, tautog, mackerel, flatfish, bluefish, sucker- 
tearg, and a number of other kinds of fish afford an abund- 
ance of cheap and wholesome food. During the winter, 
when the ice is sufiiciently thick and strong, immense 
qnantities of eels are caught with spears through holes cut 
in the ice. Vast Hocks of water-fowl frecpicnt our harlKir 
during the months of »S(;pteniber and October, affording fine 
sport to the lovers of fowling and fishing. 

Very few places in New England possess advantages 
equal to East Greenwich. Its climate is mild and remark- 
ably healthy, owing to its location, the village being built on 
the side of a lofty hill, facing the southeast, protected from 
the cold north and west winds by still more high grounds iii 
the interior, and is near enough to the Atlantic Ocean to re- 
ceive the benefit of the warm air from the Gulf stream 
brought by the stuitheast wind, before it has become cooled by 
passing over a large tract of snow. A number of delicate 

i>lants and shrubs live through the winter in the open air in 
llast Greenwich, which in other places in the same latitude 
can be preserved through the winter season only in green- 
houses. 
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It IK evident i]i:it the early seltlers <»f the villni^c t^ave 
their attention to the bnsiness of shi]) buihling, aw it appears 
that when Liying ont the original ]»lan of the town, they 
Ret apart two locations for shi])-yanlK, to belong e.vclnsively 
to the town ; and of eonrse nnder the control and directi<»n 
of the j)ro]»rietors' conunittee. One of these yanls was 
located at the foot of Queen street, and the other near the 
railroad station, now owned and occni»ied by ]\Fr. Hen ja nun 
Oronij)ton as a coal wharf. At this latter j)lace large brigs 
and schooners were bnilt and launched ; at which period the 
tide flowed far above where the depot now stands, but from 
natural causes the valley has since been filled up, and what 
was then a salt marsh, covered with thatch and overflowed 
twice in every twenty-four hours, is now covered with 
houses or laid out in streets. After laying out the re(piisito 
nundier of streets to acconnnodate the house lots, certain 
portions of land were reserved for public use. The 
triangular i^iece of ground at the junction of Duke and 
King streets, now occupied by the Ste.ani Grist Mill and a 
few dwelling houses, w.ns origmally intended for a market, 
and was to become the property of any person who shoidtl 
erect upon it a building of certain specified dimensions, 
containing a certain nmnber of stalls and chopping blocks. 

Another piece of land near the railroad station, on the 
first plat is called the Exchange. What idea our forefathei*8 
had of an Exchange, whether a building of that name was 
to be erected there, or the square itself was so called, is 
now uncertain ; however, it has long since been built ui)0u 
and occupied for other purposes. 

In the year 1700 the boundaries of East Greenwich Avero 
enlarged by an addition of thirty-five thousand acres of 
land on our western border, which this old deed will show 
was acquired by purchase : 

" Know all men by these presents, that we Weston Clarke 
and Randal llolden, liichard Greene and Philij) Tillinghast 
being a Committee api)ointed and fully empowered by the 
(Tovernor and Company of this her Majesties Colony of 
lihtMle Island and Providc^nc^e Plantations to disjiose and 
make Saile of the vacant lands in the Narragansett country 
belonging to said Colony, have for and in consideration of 
the sum of One Thousand and one huiulred pounds Current 
Money of New England in hand already well and truly 
j)aid to us who have Received the same, in behalf and for 
the use of the Governor and Company aforesaid of and at 
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the hands of Benjamin Barton, Thomas Fry, Janios Oar<ler, 
John Spencer, Benjamin Greene, Pardon Tillinghast, John 
Waterman, Thomas Nichols, Jolm Nichols, l^Iahichy 
lioades, James Greene and Simon Smith, all inliahitants of 
Warwick and East Greenwich in the Colony above said, 
have bargsiined, sold, conferred, made and passed over from 
the Governor and Company aforesaid, and tlieir snccossors 
forever a certain tract or parcell of land being part of tlio 
vacant hands belonging to this Coh)iiv, lying ni the Narra- 
gansett Conntry, within the Jnrisdiction of this Colony, 
westward of East Greenwich, butted and liounded on tlie 
north by Warwick's soutli ])ounds ; l>ounded on tlie East 
by East Greenwich ])onnds, and Jones liis purchase bounded 
on the South beginning at the Southwest corner of Jones 
his purclutse and so to run due West, ])arallel with War- 
wick's South bounds aforementioned until it comes to the 
Colony line that divides this Colony from Connecticut Col- 
ony, and bounded on the West by the said dividing lino 
between said Colon ys, containing by Estimation, thirty-five 
thousand acres, be the same more or loss, all which together 
with the priviliges and appertanences within the bounds 
abovesaid we have sold as abovesaid unto the afore named 
persons, to them and every of them, their and every of 
their heirs. Executors and Administrators, and assigns for- 
ever jointly and severally to have j\nd to hold forever the 
which we will warrant forever sigainst the Governor and 
Company of the Colony above said and their successors or 
any other person or persons whatsoever lawfully laying 
claim to the above bargained premises or any ])art or par- 
cel thereof, by, through or under them the said Governor 
and Company or their successors under what pretence 
soever, in witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands 
and scales this thirtieth day of June, in the eighth year of 
her Majesties reign Ann by the grace of God queen of 
Great ih'ittain, Ireland and France, Anno que Domini 
Nostri, 1709. 

WK8TON ClARKB,o 
llANDAL ]I(>L1>KN,^ 
U]('IIAIll> CiKKKNK,^ 
I'iUlAV TllJilNCiJIAST." 

** Si){iuu1, suiihiil niid iliilivcrod 
ill tliu prciKiUcc of iiS| 

JosKPii Sbhth, 
Samukl Swket. 

'* TIio (lay and year ubovo writiuii tlio Couunitloo acknowludgod tliu to 
be thvir act and deed before me, 

John Eldukd, Clerk,** 
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/Vcconliiig {o {h\H oM dctMl, (liirtecii iiulivMuals owned 
what is now the Town of West Greenwich. 

])l VISION OF THK TqWN. 

Tn i\w. y<'Jir 1740 the township was flivi<hMl into the 
towns of East and West Greenwich, as the following en- 
try on the town records will show : 

" Propositions for setting off the westerly part of said 
town into a township by itself, as set forth in a petition 
now lying before the General Assembly. The Moderator 
pnt it to vote whether they wonld give consent for the set- 
ting off the westerly part of said to\vn, as aforesaid, or not, 
and the vote was in the affirmative by a very groat 
majority." 

It appears that the inhabitants residing in the easterly 
part of the township were very willing to get rid of their 
western neighlmrs, by the cxnltant manner in which they 
recorded their vote. 

By an entry bearing date 1741, it a]>pears that every 
town in the Colony was cnlithMl to draw a certain sum ont 
of the General Treasury of the Colony. It appears that 
East and West Greenwich at that time belonged to the 
County of Providence. 

From the town records we make the following ex- 
tracts : 

" We, the subscribers, being Committees ajipointed 
by the Towns of East and W<^st Greenwich, in the 
County of- I'rovidence, to jiroportion the Interest money 
to be drawn out of tlie (General Treasury of the Colony, 
by the aforesaiil two Towns ; we, having considered 
the premises, do mutually and unanimously agree and 
order that out of each and every one hundred and 
fifty ])ounds, to be drawn as aforesaid out of the said Gen- 
eral Treasury, the Town of East Greenwich draws Eighty 
Five pounds and seven shillings, and that the Town of West 
Greenwich draws Sixty Four pounds and thirteen shillings, 
and so proportionally for greater or lesser smns, in confir- 
mation of Avhich we have liercMinto set our hands, in said 
East Greenwich, the Thirty First day of July, A. D. 1741. 

JoifN Spknckr, * 1 Committee 

John Grrrnr, I for 

Bbnj'n Sweet, » £a8t Greenwich, 



Thomas Spencer, ) Committee 
John Jenkens, > for 

Thomas Fry, Jr., ) West Oreenwich/* 



n^ 
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"Wc, the subscribers, being the committee appointed 
by East ami West Greenwich, in the County of Provi<lence, 
(b) i)roj)ortion the money now in the Town Treasury of 
said East Greenwich, and the poor in said Towns between 
the iiforesaid Towns, now order and agree that West Green- 
wicli shall draw one Hundred and Eighty Nine pounds and 
three shillings out of the Town Treasury, includhig Cap- 
tain Spink's bond for their whole pro])ortion of the money 
now in the Treasury of said East Greenwich, and that 
West Greenwich be at one half of the charge in keeping 
and maintaining the widow Elizabeth Low, in meat, drink 
and lodging and washing and apparel for the future, and 
to take elTect at the division of said Towns. As witness, 
our hands at East Greenwich aforesaid, this Thirty First 
day of July, A. I). 1741. 

John Spencer, "| Committee 

John Okeknk, > /or 

Benj'n Sweet, ) East Orccuioidi. 



Thomas Spenckb, ) Committee 
John Jenkenm, > /or 

Thomah Fuy, Jii., ) Went OreemOieh." 



In the year 1742 is the following entry relating to the 
loaning out the money in the town treasury. IMoney 
must have been more abundant in the treasury at that pe- 
riod than at present, for the greatest troidile now is to 
collect sufficient to defray the current expenses of the 
town : 

"Voted, That the Clerk put in the notification that no- 
tifies the next Quarter meeting, that there is a }>ro}»osition 
for letting out the money in the Treasury if any to spare." 

Lithe year 1745 is the following entry: 

" An act for drawing money out of the Town Treasury, 
for purchasing tickets in the Lottery ordered by act of 
Assembly, for the building of a bridge at Weybosset iu 
Providence. 

" Voted, — That there shall be Ninety pounds in money 
forthwith drawn out of the Town Treasury, for the ))ur- 
chase of Thirty tickets in said Lottery, and that Jonathan 
Price and J(»hn l^earce, shall be, and are hereby eni))owered 
a Connnittee to draw said sum and purchase said tickets, 
and the said Committee upon drawing said money, shall 
give their receipt to the Treasurer for the same, and the 
said Treasurer is hereby ordered to ileliver the said money, 
to the said Comnuttee ; and be it further empowered, that 
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(.lie snid C\)iinMiiloc arc iKM-oby onloriMl to niniinj^e ilu» wliolo 
niYnir, for, and in behalf, and for the best benefit and behoof 
of Raid Town, and that the said Committee, shall hxli^o tho 
nnmbers of the said tickets with the Town Treasurer, 
whieh they shall purchase with said money." 

Only imnjL^ine such wholesale gambling with the people's 
money! We presume, however, they were satisfied with 
one operation of this kind, as the following entry will show 
there was a loss instead of a gain : 

"Voted, That the return of the Committee that man- 
aged at the Lottery at Providence, for said ToAvn l>ridge, 
be received ; and that the said Committee deliver tho 
Twenty Nine j>ounds and five shillings drawn in sai<l Lot- 
tery, for said Town, to the Town 'J\*easurer, and that the 
Town Treasurer deliver them the receipt for the money, 
Ihev drawed for that use, and that the said Connnitteo 
deliver the return accepted by said Town to the Treasurer." 

The County of Kent was set off from the County of 
Providence, and Kast Greenwich selected for the county 
town June the 15ih, 1750, according to the record which 
says : 

"The General Assembly passed an act Incorporating 
Kast (ilreenwich. West (ircenwich, Warwick and CN>ventrv 
into a County ]>y the Name of Kent, and Knst Greenwich 
Chosen for the County town through Great Opposition, as a 
j»art of Warwick, and Providence in general doing their 
utmost endeavour to stoj) their proceedings." 

The "great oppositiou " of Warwick was owing to tho 
local jealousy of the two Towns, as Warwick wished to 
be the county town, and have the courthouse and jail located 
at Old Warwick, which was then considered the capital of 
Warwick, and ought to be now. The citizens of East Green- 
wich agreed to furnish a lot and build a court house and 
jail, upon the condition that tho General Assembly and the 
courts should be held here. 

The first court house and jail were both small and incon- 
venient, and in 1805 were so much out of repair that the 
Legishiture approj>rijited a sum suflicient to buihl the ]h*c- 
sent court house and jail. The old jail building is now 
a dwelling house, standing on the corner of ilarlboro 
and Queen streets, and owned by Mr. William N. Sher- 
man. The j)resent court house stands on the site of 
the old one, and is a large and handsome structure. It 
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foriuci'ly coulaincil the most beautiful court room in tlic 
State, but it has been altered and changed so often tliat 
it now lias no resemblance to its former appearance. 

The following entry shows that the first alluHion to the 
court house is an abstract from the town recordu in 1750: 

"At a quarterly meeting at the County House in the 
County of Kent November the 27th 1750. — 

" Voted, That the Quarter meeting, and all other quar- 
ter meetings, shall be held in the County House in said 
East Greenwich. 

"Drawcd for the Grand Jurors to attend the first Supe- 
rior Court of Common Pleas, and General Sessions of Law, 
to be held in East Greenwich, in the County of Kent, 
within and for said County, on the »econd TucHday of Jan- 
nary next, Wm. Sweet, Silas James, Thomas Madison and 
Colonel Peter Mawney." 

On the town records of January the 10th, 1732, is this 
entry : 

" Voted and Ordered, That there shall be a good pair of 
stocks and a Whipjung Post, made at the Town's Cost, and 
i)ut up at or ne.ar the llouse of Capt. John Drake in said 
Town and ordered that llobert Easter is appointed to build 
and [uit up the above said Stocks and Whipping Post, and 
to make return of his doings therein to the said Town 
Council at their next meeting, and the said Council to agree 
with said Robert, for making the same, and to be paid for 
the same out of the Town Treasury." 

It appears that the crime of stealing at that time, was 
punished by confining in the stocks, or whij)ping, according 
to the value of the article stolen. How strange it sounds 
in the present time to hear of men being tied up to a post 
and whipi>ed publicly in the open streets I Yet there are 
many i)eoplo now living who have often seen it done in 
this village, with the still more revolting sj)ectacle of stand- 
ing men on the pillory and mutilating their ears, and brand- 
ing their faces with red-hot irons. 

The penalty for (counterfeiting the currency was cropping 
and branding, and Btanding on the ])illory. l>efore this 
barbarous punishment wa8 al>olislicd by tite Legislature our 
village was frequently the scene of this outrage on human- 
ity. The pillory was usually erected near the court house, 
sometimes at the foot of the ste])s leading to the court house 
yard, and sometimes at the head of King street fronting 
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tlHM'ouiity jj'il. Ft coiikIsUmI of a strong frame work, 8U|>- 
])ortiiig a ]»lntforiii eight or ten feet from the ground, and 
on this ])latform two nnright pieces of timljcr held aloft 
two ]»ie<*,es'of board witli their edges placed perpendicular, 
so that the criminal could not stand erect, hut wjis coni- 
jK'lh'd to remain in a stooj)ing posture, with his head bent 
down all the time he was standnig on the pillory. Holes of 
a sufUcient size to adujit the neck and wrists of a person 
were cut out of the boards, and then the two jiieces of 
board were fastened together with iron clamps. 

Whenever a punishment of this kind was to be carried 
into effect, a great festival was made of the occasion. 
JIun<lreds Hocked in from the neighboring towns as they 
would to a military review. The pillory was erected tho 
evening previous, to tho groat terror of all the little boys 
who were obliged to bo out in tho streets after dark, and 
the ])unishment usually took place about noon, the orbninals 
remaining on the pillory about an hour. When the time 
arrived, tlio criminal, followed by a long procession of men 
and boys, Avas led by the sheriff from tlio jail, usually sur- 
rounded by a guard of soldiers. After aiding the sheriff 
and criminal to the platform of the pillory, to which they 
mounted by a ladder in not a very dignified manner, tho 
sohliers surrouiuled the i)illory, theoflicers with their swords 
drawn and the privjites with fixed bayonets, for the osten- 
sible ]>urpose of keeping off the crowd. Now all this was 
merely for effect, as there was not the least possible danger 
of a rescue or even of a riot. But the Kentish Guards were 
always fond of parading themselves, and seized every oj)- 
l»ortunity for display. When the sheriff and the criminal 
had reached the i»latform, the former would lift the upper 
piece of board and the latter would place his neck and 
wrists in the grooves of the lower ])iece, and then the upper 
])iece with its corresponding grooves would be fastened to 
the lower by the iron clamps. After the criminal had 
remained in this situation the specified time, with tho 
branding-iron heating in full view, ]»laced in a brazier of 
charcoal on the ]»lntform, the sheriff cut off a small piece of 
the h>wer part of the ear, and with the hot branding-iron 
just touched the cheek so that the letter C (counterfeiter) 
remained iirthe form of a slight scar. This scar was always 
on the cheek where it might be concealed by a heavy beard. 
Jbit my readers will hardly care for any further recital of 
those barbarous punishments, and we wUl not describe tho 
scenes at the whipping post. 
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Previous to 1700 Unit jmrt of King street where tlie 
county jail now stands was an open dock. Here the tide 
ebbed and flowed, reacliing a i>oint now marked by the 
1)eautiful railroad l)ridge whicli crosses that street. Such 
is the situation of our village that nearly all the water 
whicli runs from the neighboring hills finds its way into the 
harbor througli tliis street. The consequence was that such 
a vast quantity of sand was washed down during the heavy 
rains, that serious apprehensions were felt that the harbor 
would soon be rendered useless. The Town Council to pre- 
vent such a calamity granted to some individuals residing 
in East Greenwich the privilege of filling up the dock ami 
building a wharf for their own use and benefit, as the fol- 
lowing entry sets forth ; 

"Whereas it has been represented to tliis meeting, by 
sundry inhabitants of this Town, that the Cove in said 
Town is gradually filling up, occasioned by the sand that 
washed out of the street formerly called King Street, and 
tlnit erecting a wharf at the foot of said street upon a cer- 
tain piece of land called the Town Dock, l)elonging to said 
Town, would greatly tend to prevent the filling u]) of said 
Cove, and whereas Jeremiah Baily and lienjamin llowland, 
yeomen. Inhabitants of said Town, arc desirous of building 
a wharf on the same. 

" And upon mature consideration it is Voted and Re- 
solved by this Town Meeting that the said Jeremiah Baily 
and Benjamin Howland, together with such others as may 
be admitted by them as partners, their heirs and assigns 
have full and exclusive right to build a wharf and erect a 
Store or Stores on said Dock, now called the Town Dock, 
belonging to said Town, and enjoy the same forever here- 
after as an estate of Inheritance in fee simi)le, they or their 
heirs or assigns of either of them, and paying into the Town 
Treasury of East Greenwich, Six Shillings per year, for 
each and every year forever hereafter. 

" Provided, nevertheless, it is the true meaning and intent 
of this Town Meeting, notwithstanding what is heretofore 
written that to themselves, the exclusive right, at any time 
after the expiration of Twenty Years, to take said wharf 
and Scores standing on the ])ock aforesaid, into their pos- 
session, to and for their own imi)rovement only, l>aying the 
then owners of said Wharf and Stores that may be then 
and there standing, and in good repair, the simi or sums 
the erecting and building cost, exclusive of interest." 
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rilis wlinrf nn«l o(.lu»r |»n»|»(Mly now belongs (o JNh*. 
riiotnnH J. IMII, niid wc should like to know if lie |»:iys six 
Hliillinu^ rentnl per year, aeeonlinji; to tlie terms of (lie ori<]j- 
iiial ixrant. Tt :n»|K»:irs, however, that Jeremiah I^'iily and 
l><!njamin I lowland did not fulfill Iheir a«^reeni(^iit, as (he 
followint^ entry will show: 

"May 2G(h, 1702. Voted and enacted by this present 
Town ]^Ieetiii!]j and hy the aulhori(.y thereof, it is hereby 
enacted, that the Town Dock ( in said Town,) be disposed of 
to the hij^hest bidder, of one hundred feet in length, at the 
East end of Kipg Street, the whole width of said Street; 
and the hiji:he8t bidder or bidders thereof to build a ixoocl 
wharf thereon forty feet wide, and the aforesaid one hun- 
dred feet in length; and to leave twenty six feet to tho 
South side of said wharf clear* of all Incumbrances for a 
Dock forever for the Town's use, and also to leave eijiii(.een 
feet upon the South side of said Wharf clear of any build- 
ings for People to )»as8 and re)>as8 thereon ; and the highest 
bidder or bidders thereof to give a good sufticient bond to 
th<^ Town Treasurer of said Town, in two weeks after (ho 
date hereof to perform the same in two years after the pur- 
chase is made (one Thousand Pounds, Current money of 
New England,) and to ]>ay the purchase money down, to 
and for the use .of said Town, and if the said wharf is not 
completed at the end and expiration of two years; and 
upon the non-completion of the same, to deliver up the same 
with all that is done thereon, peaceably and quietly to the 
said Town of East Greenwich again ; and the i)urchast»r or 
]uirchasers so completing and building the wharf aforesaid 
according to the true intent and meaning of this aforesaid 
act, and when so completed it shall create in said ])urehaser 
or purchasers a good and perfect estate of Inheritance iu 
fee simple to them and their heirs and assigns forever. 

" Voted, that the Town Clerk sell the same to the highest 
bidder immediately, and the same was sold accordingly at 
Public Vendue, and Charles Andrew was the highest bid- 
der for the same and to comply with the aforesaid act, 
which bid was Thirty lN)unds (old Tenor) and the money 
was j)aid <lown by the said Charles Andrew." 

SUKVEVOK. 

The first Surveyor of the port of East Greenwich was 
Cai)tain Thomas Arnold, who was appointed to the office 
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by General Washington ; he wsis an officer in the Kevuln- 
tionary Army, and iield a coninianil at the battle of Mon- 
montii, in M'hich action hewas wounded, ami in consequence 
lost Ids right leg. A rather curious incident occurred at 
the time when the lind) was amputated. The W4)und was 
caused by a musket ball, which the surgeon was unable to 
extract. After the leg was cut off the ball was found and 
sent home to his wife, who had a string of beads made oi 
the leailen bullet, whicli she always wore afterward as a 
trophy. 

The office of Surveyor was a more difficult and impor- 
tant one than it is at present. The Surveyor was not only 
obliged to attend to the duties of the custom house, butha<l 
the additional duty of collecting the taxes on carriages, plate 
and watches. It was also his duty to sell the stamps issued 
by the general government. At that time no business 
transaction was legal unless done with stamped jiaper. The 
price of the stam])S varied from four cents to ten dollars. 

In the year 170-4 Congress made a law imposing a tax on 
carriages, the collection of which was a }»art of the duty of 
the Surveyor. It appears that the owners of carriages 
were obliged to make returns to tlie Collector every quarter. 
Here is a copy of one of the returns : 

"No. 40. I, Paul Greene, of the Township of Warwick, 
in the County of Kent, do hereby make entry with Thomas 
Arnold, Collector of the revenue of said County, of one 
Hiding Chaise to be drawn by one Horse, with a Toj», and 
having two Wheels, agreeably to an Act of Congress of 
the United States, passed on the 5th day of June, 1794. 

Paul Gueknk." 

"Dated at East Greenwicli the 80th Day of Septend)er, 
1794." 

The taxes on coaches was $15; on chariots, $12; on 
phaitons, $9 ; on curricles, tG; on chaises, $3 ; and $2 on all 
carriages on four wheels without springs. It appears from an 
abstract of returns made in 1797 that there were no coaches 
in the county at that time, and but one sulky, which be- 
h>ng(Ml to Dr. Peter Turner; and of chaisi^s owned in the 
Town of Kast Greenwich there were only nine. 

Another source of revenue to the general government 
was the license law for the sale of spirituous liipiors. At 
that time the Collector had the right to grant licenses, 
which now belongs to the Town Council ahnie, and with 
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the <liffi' IT 111*0, that (lie rovoiiiK* nrisiiig tlKTcfrom Avns 
apju'oprintcd to the griu'rnl i^ovoriinieiit, instead of the 
town. The people of tliose days were not very strong ad- 
voeates of teinperanee as is evident from the number of 
licenses granted during the year 1704. In this year tlio 
number of licenses taken out amounted to eleven. Only 
imagine it, eleven ]>laces where rum was retailed in (me 
small village of aluuit eighteen hundred inhabitants. It 
wouhl seem, however, that the business of selling rum was 
not considered very immoral or disgraceful in tliose days, 
or at least public ojunion had not set its face against it, for 
out of eleven licenses granted that year, three of them were 
for M'omen. The following document is a copy of an ap- 
plication : 

"I, Anna Cozzens, Widow AVomaii, of the Township of 
East Greenwich, in the County of Kent, in the District of 
Khode Island, Retailer of foreign distilled sj)irit8 hereby 
make Application at the ollice of Inspection, of Thomas 
Arnold, ni the fourth Division of the first survey of Khode 
Island, for a License to retail foreign distilled spirits, fol- 
lowing the 30th day of September 1740, at my store in 
King Street. Anna Cozzens. 

Caj»tain Thomas Arnold while Collector, did not find the 
office always an easy one. East Greenwich at that time 
carried on an extensive trade with the Dutch CN)lony of 
Surinam. The oificers of the vessels engaged in the trade, 
always managed to arrive in the harbor during the night, 
and no small amount of smuggling was practiced, as the 
Collector's infirmity (the loss of a leg) kept him M'ithin the 
house at that hour. A brig once arrived so late in the 
night in consequence of a fog down the bay, that it was 
broad daylight before the vessel reached her moorings. 
Now (\'iptain Arnold had a son named Isaac, who was brim- 
full of mischief, and the veryj)erson for such an emergency, 
lie of course was consulted to know what could be done. 
I lis advice was that the old gentleman should be ke]>t at 
home until the articles subject to duties were removed, 
adding that he knew how it could be done. In the morn- 
ing wImmi the captain aros(5 his wooden leg was missing, 
and could not be found until the brig was in perfect order 
for the Collector's visit. 

Captain Arnold lived to extreme old a^e, and held the 
oflice of Surveyor until the infirmities of increasing ago 
prevented him from performing the duties required. 
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IIo left a large number of clesceii(l:ints, among whom is 
Thomas Arnold Pearce, Jr., the ])opuIar station agent of the 
Stonington Railroad at East Greenwich. 

There is no )>lace in liliode Island where people in mod- 
erate eircnmstanees can live so well and easily as in East 
Greenwich. Those who have learned to save money, can 
build a house and receive the ])rofits of a good investment 
that pays from ten to twelve per cent, interest. It is to this 
we owe, in a great measure, the comfortable circumstances 
of our middle classes, and tliat unexccptionably ])ros])erous 
condition of our ])oor men. Indeed, weclaiuithat here, as 
in few other villages, small tradesmen and mechanics, fac- 
tory operatives, street laborers, and even small market gar- 
deners, by exercising economy for a few years, are able to 
live in their own houses, and finally gather small compe- 
tences. 

To this enumeration of some of the advantages of East 
Greenwich as a ]»lace of residence, we nniy add fitly two 
attractions which we have always offered, but which have 
come of late to be of especial ])roiuinence and importance ; 
these are our healthful situation and our chea]> and good 
markets. Our fish and clams cannot be equalled. We are 
also fortunate in another ])articular; among other natural 
advantages of our town may be mentioned our enjoyment 
of the ])urest water. 

We are in the midst of a small fruit-growing region. 
Some growers scarcely without our borders furnishing the 
best for the summer market. Farmers come daily into our 
village with their products. Consumers are thus brought 
face to face with them, and are enabled to secure fresh vege- 
tables and fruits. No steamer running three or four times 
l)er day to Newport carries off the best of these j»roducts, 
to be sold at higher prices than those that prevail in our 
home market. 

These are our attractions for the multitudes who are 
seeking an escape from the crowded city and heavy taxes : 
salubrity, pure water, superior markets in jjoint of variety, 
freshness, quality and cheapness; excellent railroads and 
cheap comnnuiication, and beautiful suburbs ; lower taxes 
than are \):\u\ in other towns in the State; institutions of 
academic, musical and common school education, for each 
sex, and all of established reputation. 

With all these jiressing invitations for accession of popu- 
lation, what we need is a comprehensive view of our future 
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ikhmIs, and a ro8oln(e (lotorminntioii to inool. tliom. The 
improving our streets and otlier ]nil)lic work nui8t be 
])roni]>tly and faithfully done. Our jdans must be sueh as 
will meet tbc deniaiuls of tlie future. Small liouses at 
cbea|) rents will be re<|uired by new ])o]Md:ition. Then tliey 
who own land on well graded and attractive streets will 
lioM a fortune. 

A few years more must bring us an o])]>ortunity which 
should not be neglected. Our railroad facilities at present 
are all we can ask for, but will in a few years be vastly 
im])roved, and made the very best ))ORsible. These will 
bring to our village a population worth having. We need 
only welcome them to retain them, and make them inter- 
ested in conunon with us. Our point, then, is that here is a 
chance for real estate operators, and here is the best place 
for people who wish for jileasant smimier residences of 
easy communication with the city ; for people of small capi- 
tal to invest in land ; for people who wish to become 
traders, and for poor people who wish soon to get into 
comfortable circumstances. 

Neither is all this incomj)atible with our other promise 
for the future. We are to be a manufacturing town. Our 
village is so situated that we shall not become a murky, 
dirty place of factories. We have ample room and verge 
enougli for factories in the lower i)art of the village, while 
le.Mvbig room for business places enough to satisfy our local 
demands. Beautiful for situation as is our village in the 
view of the suburban resident, its advantages as a manu- 
facturing town are to the man of business e<]ually conspic- 
uous. 

We enter the lists, then, ni the close contest which is 
coming for population, growth and wealth, with full confi- 
dence. We have the actual advantages of beautiful situa- 
tion, tine suburbs, and healthy clhnate. Our station is one 
of tlie most important on the Stonington Itailroad. Our 
communication with Providence is more direct and fre<pient 
than any other place on the line. We have no ex])ensive 
bridges to keep in repair. Our town taxes are as low as 
any other town in Rhode Island, and we have a loading 
claim to the vast numbers who are to settle down within a 
circle whose centre is the City of Providence, and whoso 
radius is twenty miles. 

Fifty years ago East Greenwich was only a small collec- 
tion of houses, generally unpainted, and not half ji dozen 
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blmdc trees adorned our streets. It contained no manu- 
facturing interests beyond tlie useful trades of car})enter 
and blacksmith, to wliicb might 1)0 added tlie indis]>en8al)lo 
vocations of cobbler, hatter .and taih>r. A few grocers 
eked out a meagre traflic by retailing gin, West India rum, 
or the New Knghmd "stajile," to thirsty customers, for 
whicli ])rocess no license was re<juired in those halcyon 
days. Its limited commerce was confined to shi])])ing once 
in a year horses, mules and dried fish to Surinam and tlui 
West Indian jjorts ftir a return cargo 4)f sugar and molasses. 
If there was any excitement in the village at that time it 
was about the wharves, when a few coasting sloo])s plied to 
Providence, Newport and Nantucket; or fishermen, then 
as now, went across the bay to Jar vis's Rocks, or the muscle 
bed, in pursuit of shelly or finny ])rey, and usually return- 
ing with the proverbial luck of that uncertain calling the 
world over. 

A tri-weekly mail sup])lied all the demands of corres))ond- 
cnce. One physician introduced youthfid strangers when 
they came to town, or prescribed for jmlucky patients when 
they left it, without being harrassed by the jealously of ill- 
natured rivals. One lawyer espoused the cause of the 
l»arty that earliest sought his advice, leaving the other 
l»arty to almost certain defeat' before the tribunal of the 
scales of justice. Fifty years ago no i»eremptory bell called 
the early toilers to their monotonous tasks among the hum- 
ming sjiindles. No iron horse careered through our village, 
or wakened with its shrill whistle the drowsy echoes of the 
hill-sides. 

Fifty years ago the com])act ]»art of the town did not ex- 
teuil southward beyond the junction of Kim and ]\[ain 
streets, and along the entire length of Khn street. There was 
only one house on the eastern side of the street. The hill be- 
tween the railroad and the cove, crowned by the ancient rope- 
walk, was destitute of a single dwelling, while now, more 
than fifty houses stand there. Since 1840 the munber of 
houses in the villiage has more than doubled, and the j)opu- 
lation has increased in a similar j)ro])ortion. The ctjustruo 
ti4>n of the Providence and Stonington Jtailroad, with its 
beautiful and costly granite bridge, the erection of the 
Orion Steam Alill, the Bay mill, the Woolen Mill, and a 
IJleachery where the Narragansett Print Works now are, 
gave an activity which increased the growth of the village 
in a wonderful manner. 
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Fifty yviXYH i\^o tlio innil nervico was iwrforme<l by a 
BlMuje coiicli, Avliirli carried pnssonGfeiR from Kingston to 
l^rovi<liince one <lay, and rctnnuMl tlie next. A ])nl>lir. school 
honsc which wouhl acconunodatc sihont eighty ]>n|)ils, who 
wtM*e governed by a single teacher, sn]»|)lied all the de- 
mands for free education. It was situaU^d on the "heater" 
piece of land, near the corner of Dnkc and King streets, 
and at the periods of violent rain and ccnisequent flood the 
unfortunate ))edagoguo was obliged to convey the scholars 
to dry land on his back. On sucli occasions the schotd was 
suspended sometimes for a week or more, as there was no 
regular ferry. Now, more than two hundred pupils receive 
instruction at a graded school, from five tcacluM's in a school 
house of four de])artments. Kour mails are now receive<l 
and made up at the post-ottice daily, and eighteen trains of 
cars arrive at the depot and depart during the twenty-four 
hours. 

An academic institution of learning, second to none of 
its class in New England, with an accomplished faculty, has 
the best of accommodations for over two hundred students. 
Spacious dwellings tastefully adorned have sprung up hero 
and there, and no village in New England is protected and 
adorned by finer shade trees. 

Formerly, if the people were devoutly inclined, they wor- 
shijuMl either with the Friends or l^resbyterians; but now 
the religious devotee must be able to lind among the con- 
gregations (»f the IVfethodists, Baptists, Friemls, and Epis- 
copalians, at the IVFarlboro Street Chapel, or beneath the 
cross of the Roman (catholic Church of "Our Sister of 
Mercy," or within the plain Lutheran Church on Spring 
stn^et, some form of worship that will meet the re<piire- 
ments of his creed. 

l^^ifly years ago the rural districts supplied the village 
with fuel from their forests, and no mineral coal was used ; 
now more than ten thousand tons of coal are landed an- 
nually u])on our wharves. The manufactories of cotton 
cloth and calico alone furnishes employment and support 
to more than one thousand persons. 

TIm; natm-al beauty and Io(%m1 advantages of Kast Green- 
wich have already been noticed. No town is better sit- 
uated for the ])ursuit of any domestic manufacture, for 
freight can always be forwartfed either by water or by rail. 
It mav be safely predicted that the next fifty years will 
show far greater changes than those that have marked tho 
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past ; wlicii tlio crowded denizens of our ovevllowinj^ cUij 
shall enjoy its salubrious air, and its delightful hill-sides 
shall be dotted with the mansions of wealth, or with the 
neat cottages of industry. 

The entire popidation of East Greenwich in 1774 was 
1,668, divided as follows: Whites, 1,563; Indians, 81 ; 
Blacks, 69. "Wo a]>])end as an item of interest the iK)pula- 
tion of the town at the dates from 1708 to 1870 : 



1708 
1780 
1748 
1755 
MTl 
1774 



.240 
1,228 
1,044 
1,107 
1,(J(K) 
1,()G8 



1776, 
171)0, 
1800 
1810 
1S20 
1880 



1,664 
1,824 
1,775 
1,580 
1,510 
1,501 



1840 1,500 

1850 2,858 

1860 2,882 

1865 2,400 

1870 2,6(il 

1876 1,000 



CHAPTER II 



EARL Y LEGISLATION. 

The following clociimont is tbc agreement Rubscribecl by 
the early pettlerH in Kast (ireenwicli : 

"Know all men by tliese presents, tba I we tlicsubscribei*s, 
wbose hands and seals are berennto alHxed, being inhabi- 
tants of Warwick and East Greenwich, in the Colony of 
IMiode Island and Providence Plantations, having purchased 
a tract of land in the Narragansett conntry, being part of 
the vacant lands belonging to this C-olony, and the com- 
mittee a]»pointed by said Colony to dispose of said vacant 
lands, a lleiTerencc being had to the deed of saile bearing 
date eaven the same with these presents, said land being 
bntted and bonnded as follows: 

" We, the snbscribers, do covenant and agree n]»on the 
following: Fii-st, — that we will take in as many )»artnei'R 
as will make the nnnd)er of fifty or sixty jiartners inclnding 
onrselves in said nnnd>er; And the said land shall be 
divided into as many pnrfs or shares, and if nn(^ m:ni will 
not take a wholes share, therc^ may be so many taken in as 
will rej»resent a whole share, in behalf of that share for the 
rest that are taken in said share. 

" Secondly, — that in all niatters that relate to the well 
management and ordering of said land aforesaid, the major 
]>art of the partners present votes shall be valid and bind- 
ing to all the j»artners, to stand to both to them that are in 
the ])eed as well as them that are taken in for partners, who 
are to be eqnal with those who are in the l)(»ed, m all respects 
with onrselves. 

" Thirdly, — none arc to be taken in as ])artners withont 
the consent of the major part of the purchasing ]»artners, 
and not to take in more than to make as many shares 
abovesaid. 
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" Fouvtlily, — tLat any man shall have more than one shard, 

yet lie shall have hut one vote ahout anything relating to 

saifl land. In witness whereof we have hereunto set our 

hands and seals this 3()th of June Anno Domini 1()77. 

** Signed, Souliiil, aii<l Dclivored \n preuouco of us, 

Bknjamin Bauton, John Watrkhan, 

Thomas Fky, Thomas Nichols, 

James Gabdbr, Malachi Hhodks, 

John Sprncku, Jambs Oukknk, 

Benjamin (Sukrnb, Simron Smith, 

PAUDON TlLLINdHAST, JoSKPH SMnil." 

The earliest records of the Town of East (Jroenwieh are 
contained in Book No. 1, now in the town clerk's oftice, 
and dated Ai»ril 13th, 1077. For the first Jialf century Ukj 
records are Innited, and the writing so unintelligihle and 
contains so maiiy ahhreviations that litthi of interest can 
he ohtained from them. It a]>pears that John Heath was 
the first town clerk. 

"PuOPRlKTOlts' IfliETINr., JlINK ClTU, 1700. 

" Ordered, That Peter Lee shall have twenty acres of 
land where he now dwells and is bounded as it is now set 
out u]H)n the jilat for and in consideration of forty three 
shillings and six])ence already paid into the hands of our 
Treasurer for the use of all the i)roprietors towards defray- 
ing charges that hath or shall accrue on our purchase. 

" Ordered, That Thomas Eldridge shall have a corner of 
land adjoining to his first division, and that the surveyor 
draw it ujion tlie plat accordingly, and that he hath jiaid 
forty five shillings into the hands of our Treasurer in con- 
sideration thereof. 

"Ordered, That Benjamin Greene, of East Greenwich 
shall have a small tract of land to his first division of land 
between that and the river, and that the surveyor draw it 
accordingly upon the ])lat and that he shall ])ay fifty shillings 
in money in consideration thereof into the hands of the 
Treasurer. 

" Ordered, That there be fifty lots made and numbered 
according to the numbers of the farms as they are numbered 
u]K>n the plat, in the second division, and that they be put 
into a hat, and that Mr, William 8. Church give to each 
proprietor, one of said lots according as his name is called, 
and that each proprietor pay thirteen shillings into the 
hands of our Treasurer, before he receives his lot, the which 
money is to defray the charges of surveying that hath 
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arisen, or any oilier exjuMises that hatli or sliall arise npon 
our 8ai<l f]frant, all A\Jncli was accordinijly done, and hero 
followeth tlic names of the i)ersons that drew the lots, and 
the munber of the lot : 



it 
<< 
<< 



4. 

r». 
<;. 

7. 

8. 



Micluicl SiKSiicor No. 1 . 

Ant bony Jjong " 2. 

DavMVauglin " 3. 

lUcliard (treene 

Tlioinns Ehlroilg 

Henry RonohlR 

AVcaton Olarko 

Mailicw Grinnall ** 

Tlionias Stflffonl " 

Bonjaniin Barton " 10. 

(/apt. .Tamos Itowcn ** 11. 

UoWtSponccr " 12. 

AVHHani WantiHi " i:J. 

John Siiencor " 14. 

AVniiam KnowlcH " 15. 

CJoniont AVcavcr " 1«. 

licft. JaniPS (Jrccno " 17. 

Maj. Ilamlal llohlon " IK. 

.lolin Waterman " 1*.». 

.Tub Greene " 2<). 

Thomas Nichols " 21 . 

Tliomns S|Kjnccr ** 22. 

Daniel Sweet '* 2:i. 

Iklalacbi Illio<lo8 ** 21. 

Amos Stafford " 25. 



J >enjamin Smith . . . '. No. 2(i. 

Capt. James (Srccne ** 27. 

Oliver (Carpenter "28. 

Nat b. Sbettiobl "2*1. 

IMiilip TiIIin«liast " W. 

.T<i8oph Dolliver " .U. 

Itenjamin Greene " '^2. 

.Taliez Greene ** 3.'<. 

Polej? Si>cncer " lU. 

Charles IloMen " :V>. 

El»on, Slornm " »>. 

Simeon Smith •' :r7. 

Thomas Fry "38. 

Isbnuiel Spink " .I!!. 

Capt. Ken. (Jrceno " 40. 

Samnol (ireene " 41. 

Capt. Jamos Canler "42. 

Thomas Wirks " 4M. 

John Wicks " 44. 

.Tohn Nichols "45. 

Gen. Samuel (jranston " 40. 

^laj. .To. .Tenks "47. 

.Tohn Alnmford "48. 

Tanlon Tilling " 4!». 

Francis Bales "CO. 



" Ordered, That whereas there is some tind»er now under 
seizniV, that is not yet disposed of, we onh»r that those ])er- 
sons that seized said timher, with .John Speneer, Thomas 
Nichols and John Nichols, or the major |»art of them, shall 
or may agree with the ]>ersons that jiretended to the rii^ht 
of said timher, and if they refnse to aj^ree npon reasonable 
terms, then the ] persons ahove empowered shall sell the 
said tind»er f<»r tluj best advantajj^c, ;ind make reinrns to the 
proprietors of their doinujs therein, an<l whereas there are 
sotne swamps and other land not yet divided, we order that 
the persons ahove named, are still continned to ]>roeeed to 
seize any timber ent npon said land acctn'ding to former 
orders, and they to make their return to the next meeting 
of the pro|»rietors, and this meeting is adjourned to the 
first Wednesday in June next." 

" Kast (f kkion wicii, July *2.-hl, 171 1. Voted, that whereas, 
the town of K:ist (freenwich hath made several grants of 
some small parcels of land by way of exchange or otherwise, 
this meetinsx doth confirm the same. 

"Voted, that there shall be two hundred house lots laid 
at or near the landing place, ami to begin at Warwick 
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south lino and to extend southward to Mr. ITcath's North- 
east corner, and to the eastward of the country road, and 
down to the sea, and lay out convenient highways or 
streets, and eacli ten acre lot, and eacli ninety acre farm, 
k1i:i11 have one of said h»ts, and tlie other hundred h>ts to 
he dis]»osed i>f hy a coniniittee heriiaflor named to Kiir.li 
])ersons as will huild a dwelling house in such time as the 
committee shall appoint, and u])on neglect of building, the 
said lot to return to the i>roprietors, to he disposed of to 
other such persons as will huild upon said lots, and that no 
l>erson in taking up any of said lots shall sell his lot to any 
pei*son, to be ap])ropriated to any other use but only for 
building dwelling houses, and promoting a town, and that 
each one that hath a lot in said town shall pay the charge 
of the survey of said lot, and this division not to be drawn 
unto a precedent for any division of our land in this our 
Town of East Greenwich, and the committee appointed for 
such work are John Spencer, Thomas Nichols, William 
Bennett, Peleg Spencer and David Vaughn ; they or the 
major ]>art of them, and when such lots are lai(l out the 
owners of the ten acre lots, and the owners of the ninety 
acre farms, «hall go to lot for their lota, and the committee 
to ])roceed forthwith on said work, and this meeting is ad- 
journed to the first ]\[ondy in ()ctober, at eight of the 
clock in the morning in order for drawing said lots." 

"East Gukknwioii October, 1711. Voted, whereas 
Benjamin Spencer, Henry Sweet, Henry Mattison, Thomas 
Mattison, Henry Straight Jr., John Carpenter, being freemen 
of this town of East Greenwich, and bein^^ settled upon 
l)art of several farms, and not having a whole ]»ropriety, 
the ])roprietors do hereby allow, each of the saitl pers4)ns 
to draw each of them a lot in our new town equal as if they 
were proprietors. 

" Voted, That each person that draws his lot in said 
Town shall i)ay nine i»enee towards the charge of survey- 
ing said town the lots being made and put into the co]^ in 
order for draught. 

" Voted, That no person having a h)t adjoining the sea, 
shall improve any further than the line ilrawn upon the 
>lat, but that they shall leave twenty feet for a street or 
lighway for the convenience and benefit of all the rest of 
inhabitants of said town." 

These committee lots, as they were called, were all on the 
east side of Main street, commencing at the old llhode 
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Islniul Central l>niik l>ni1<liiig, at tlie north end of tlio vil- 
lage, and extending B<MitIi to Jjondon stroet, at the lionsc 
then belonging to John Iloath, wow hohniging to Manly 
Hatenian. All the land witliin tliat scpiare, extending to the 
harlHM*, \v:i« divided alternately into town lots and e<nninittee 
lots, eaeh lot containing one-fifth of an acre. 

"Voted, That whereas several proprietors have not yet 
draw^n their lots, we do order that, if the proprietors do not 
come to the qnarter meeting next in this town, on the 10th 
instant, or to the clerk of the proprietors, and draw their 
said lots, that then the committee shall proceed to dispose 
of the lots, to snch persons as will bnild according to former 
order; that is to say, the committee may proceed as al)ove 
expressed after the first of November next. 

" The bill of charge for laying ont of the lots adjoining 

to the water side is as follo>vs ; 

£ 8 d 
"To Malachi RIkkIor, Rurvcyor 4 1-2 tlajs at shillingR per day. 1, 7.0 

" Thomas Nicliols, 4 1-2 days at tlirco HliillinRS ,13.0 

" John S|»ciiror, 4 1-2 days at three shiniiigs and for enter- 
taining the snrveyorR ,15.0 

*' Winiani n<«nnott, :ri-2 days at three Rhillings ,10.0 

" Pclej; SiKjnror, l\ 1-2 days at three sliillings and for calling 

tlio surveyors 10.0 

" David Vanglni, 4 1-2 days at three shillings ,13.0 

£4,10.0 

" We, the committee, do order that whosoever shall take 
one of the above said lots, shall pay the Committee one 
shilling for the laying ont one lot, and shall bnild a dwc^ll- 
ing honse, on sai<l lot, <>f fourteen foot scpiare, with a stone 
or brick chinniey to said house, the house to be nine foot 
between joints, and to be no less, and as much higher as 
they who build on said lot see cause, and said house to be 
finisluMl within two years and six months from taking up 
said lot or lots, and if any person shall neglect or refuse to 
build as above expressed they shall forfeit said lots to the 
proju'ietors of said town." 

" East (iukkkwhh, June 27th, 1715. Voted and ordered 
that the connnittee ]»roceed to procure a surveyor to draw 
a plat an<l pt^rft'ct the work that ]Vh*. JVIalachi Khod(>s hath 
begun, and to lay down all the divisions upon the same, and 
that the committee and surveyor proceed to run Warwick 
south line and notify the proprietors of Warwick to joine 
with them if they see lit, so that we may proceed to lay out 
the rest of our ]»urchase according to our next meeting; and 

a 
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this meeting is adjourned until tlic last meeting in June 
next to the house of Mrs. Mary Carder's in Warwick. 

"Ordered, that John Mashoon, shall liave forty-five acres 
of land that is laid out upon the plat, provided lie ]>ay unto 
Thomas Fry, three pounds, seven sliilhnipH and sixpence, for 
the use of the j>roprietors, and his receipt shall be a good 
title to the said Maslioon ; his heirs and assigns forever." 

"East Grkenwioh, June 24th, 1717. Voted tliat Tar- 
don Tillingliast, Jolni Nichols, and Tlionias. Spencer are a 
Committee, to treat and agree with a Committee of the 
j»rojn'ietf»rs of Warwick, purcliascrH if ])os8il)U^, rehating to 
the dividing line between Warwick purchase and ours, and 
wiiat tliey or the major ])art nhall do, shall be as binding as 
if done by the whole propriet<*rs, and when they have 
agi'eed, they shall give advice to the other committee and 
surveyor, to lay out the rest of our purchase. 

" Ordered, I'hat the committee and surveyor shall pro- 
ceed to divide our line, whether they agree or not with the 
Warwick committee. 

"Ordered, That Tliomas Fry shall j»ay to Mr. William 
ITall for what service he hath perfonned for ye jiroprietors, 
upon his bringing his account and giving his receipt for the 
same. 

"Ordered, That the committee laved out our land 
shall have the rest of the money that is in Thomas Fry's 
hands towards their labor, so far as it will extend ; and 
also that Thomas Fry pay Mrs. Carder five shillings. 

" Ordered, That the committee and surveyor j»roceed to 
lay out the rest of our grant according to former orders. 
And whereas we are informed that there is several j»a reels 
of pitch-pine knots gathered up on our grant without orders, 
we do hereby order our committee, either to make seizure 
of what is gathered up, or shall be gathered, or agree with 
those ])erson8 that have gathered them, upon reasonable 
terms for the whole proprietors in ti-ust, and that there be 
no more knots gathered either by ourselves, or any others 
until the land be layed out, that every man may know his 
own and improve it at his pleasure." 

"East Gukenwich, December 15th, 1718. Ordered, 
That our committee that was appointed to treat with a 
committee of Warwick j>roprietors concerning the dividing 
lino between us, is hereby continued and em]>owered to 
meet and agree, (if ])ossible) with the Warwick committee. 
But in case they make no agreement between this day and 
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the first of March next, then our connnitloc niul purveyor 
j>rocee<l to divide the rest of our gnint and lay it so far 
north untill it Rliall iiioct witli a <1ue ^vvni line tliat 8hn1l 1k5 
extended from Kast (irocnwich northwest corner (which is 
deeniod to he sc'ven d(»i^n»eM of the mai^nall west) to the 
he.'ul of our Hai<l grant; and our eonnnittee that nieels the 
Warwick eonnnittee shall have five shillings each man, each 
day that they meet and attend the said service, and (uir 
committee shall liavo herehy as full power and authority, 
them or the major part of them as they had in any of our 
former orders. 

"Voted and ordered that our committee that is empow- 
ered to divide our grant, have {\\\\ power and authority, 
that if they find any timher cut upon our grant, or any 
waste made hy any persons, they may make seizure of the 
same, and when recovered, to dispose of the same, for the 
interest of the whole proprietoi-s. 

"Eart (-iukknwicii, .iuly 19lh, 1720. A pro]»rietors 
meeting called hy a warrant from under the hand and 
seal of Thonuis Fry, Justice, and held at the house of An- 
thony Saddler. Onlercd, (hat MaK»r (freen<». Major J>rown 
and Thomas 8j>encer, he a committee to inspect int<» the 
accounts of the pro])riet^>rs, as well as what is done to or 
from the said ]u*opriet^>r8, and to sell any small hits of land 
as (liey think may he hest for their interest. 

"Ordered, That whereas there is a certain tract of land 
lying in our ahove mentioned grant, containing sixty acres 
more or h»ss adjoiliing to the land of William (^ass, as it 
lytM.li in 11m* jilat drawn hy William flail, and Mie said ju-o- 
]»rietors having sold the said tract of land unto tlu^ ahove 
UK^ntioncd William (lass, for and in consid<'rat.ion of twenty 
pounds in hand received hy said proprietors ; 

"(>rdere<l. That whereas there is a small tract of land 
containing twenty-four acres, lying westward an<l adjoining 
t<> the farm No. IS, on the tirst division, which said twenty- 
four acres of land the jiroprietors have sohl in considera- 
tion of forty shillings in hand to Mr. I?ardon Tillinghast, 
his heirs and assigns forever. 

"Ordered, That wh(M*eas t,h(*r<». was a warrant granted, 
and cedar and other things seized, and our eonnnittee hav- 
ing agreed with several persons that have trespassed upon 
our property, the ]»ro]»rietors do herehy authorize the said 
eonnnittee to take all lawfid means, to receive the money 
that they have agreed for with said j»ei*sons, and all other 



36 ItldTOttY OV BAdl* GttBBltWlCrt. 

persons that hath tresspassed upon the saiil proprietors, to 
sue and implead in as full ana ample manner as if the 
whole pro[>rietors were present." 

From the Council llecords, February 14th, 1721 : 

"Whereas the town council hath been informed that 
several [)ersons residing within our jurisdiction doth give 
themselves so great a latitude to drinking, to that degree 
that it is likely that they may bring themselves and their 
families to poverty and so become chargeable to the town ; 
for the preventing whereof it was thought good to give out 
this admonilion, that if there should be any such persons 
within this town that they take warning, and let the time 
l)ast suHice, and refrain from all evil [)ractices for the future, 
as they will expect to answer the contrary at the utmost pen- 
alty of the law shall inflict, and that all retailers take no- 
tice hereby to s<piare themselves by the laws of this colony 
relating to their duty iu selling and keejiing good ordin* 
therein, and that all housekee])ers and heads of families do 
order their children and servants upon the iirst day of the 
"Nveek to re|)air to some ]>lace for the worshij) of God, or 
otherwise to keep in their own houses, and that the Clarke 
of the council transcribe copies thereof and sign them as 
Clarke of the council and post them up in the taverns and 
alehouses in the town." 

Here is the first hint of a temperance movement, and 
according to the above record. East Greenwich was among 
the first towns in the Colony to suppress the evils of intern- 
lierance. 

At a " (Juarter meeting " luild at the house of Thomas 
Nichols, January 12th, 1725, John Spencer was elected 
JModerator, James Reynolds was chosen grand Juryman to 
attend the next general court of tryals to be held for ye 
colony the following JVIarch, in the Colony House at New- 
j)ort, within and for said cohmy ; and William Spencer and 
John Nichols i»etty Jurymen at the same court. 

Jt was v«»ted at tins meeting that two pounds should be 
set up in the town; one to be set in the place where the 
old one stood, and the other in some convenient place at or 
near Joseph Hopkins'. Each pound was ordered to be 
built thirty feet s<|uare. Thomas Nichols was to build one 
and Ishmae] Spink [hi*, other, f«>r wl»ich each was to receive 
three pounds ten shillings. At the same meeting it was 



KAin.V liWr.IKLATION. 37 

onlorecl t!iat a pair of Ktocks ainl wliippinjj^ post 1k» sot iip 
ill tlio town, at or near Tliomjis Nirliols' liouse. Tliat Par- 
<lon TillingliaKt bnilil tlioin in workiiianliko ninnnor, and 8ct 
tlicMii up hy the next fpiartrr inoetini?. 

A petition yvixH j»re8eiite<l to tli(Mncetini^ from roinmittees 
in North Kingstown and South Kins^town relative to the 
huihling of an ahnshonse for the Cohm y, <>n Av!iich a eoin- 
inittec of conferenee, conBisting of Thomas Fry, John 
Sj)cncer and I*ardon Tillinghast, Avas a[»]»ointed to re]>ort 
at the next meeting of tlie town. The eommittees of the 
three towns met, and Avith Avhat siieeess may he learned 
from the East Greenwieh eoinmittee at the next meeting. 
Their report read as foHows : 

"Tliat the said petition is disallowed oiT." 

"November Gth, 1725. We the eommittee appointed 
for the laying out the small l<»ts adjoining, the water side, 
liave upon eonsideration left a j>iece of land for building 
vessels, and said land lielli to the southward of the lots 
numbered 124 and 125, and eastward down to the sea, and 
soiithwestwardly bounded by a highway; and said laiul by 
estimation is one quarter and one half (piarter of an aerc 
of land, and liobert Kstes, of the town of Portsmouth, 
ship earpenter, presents to improve said land, and we the 
committee* do grant the said laml to the said Uobert Kstes, 
always j»rovided the said Ilobert Kstes, his heirs and assigns 
shall at any time hereafter neglect or refuse to improve 
said land, as is above expressed, then said land is to return 
to the 1 Proprietors. 

" Ordered by the eommitf ce that henceforward, whoso- 
ever shall take up any of the lots, shall pay live shillings 
for said lots, and build on the lot in one year and eight 
months, and uj)on necjlect to build on said lot according to 
order, shall forfeit said lot." 

" East (iukkn wicii, IS! arch 1 1 th, 172G. Clement Weaver 
aj)j>earcd at said meeting and desired of the committee a 
lot for a meeting house to be built upon, and the said 
Weaver is allowed to take lot No. 54." 

At a ciuarter meeting, July l*5(h, 1720, John Spencer 
j)roposed that he have thirty shillings out of the town 
treasury to ]»ay for the making of' a ]>lat of the city lots 
in this town, which proposition was granted. At the same 
time William Ifall was appointed to draw plats of all the 
land in Old Greenwich and the new juirchaj^e, and the 
charge to be paid out of the town treasury, 
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" Sept. 2il, 1727, Whereas it liatli been the custom for all 
persons that did take up lots in said town, that they shuuhl 
buihl a house of fourteen feet square, and nine foot ])osts, 
with a stone or brick cJiininey to said liouse, and we the 
committee, do find a great inconvenience in the jiroportion 
of said houses, it is therefore ordered, that whosoever sliall 
from this time forward take any one or more of said lots 
in this town of East Greenwich, shall build a liouse of 
eighteen foot square, and fifteen foot between joints with 
a stone or brick chimney^ to the house, on each hit within 
twenty months from the taking up of each lot." 

"East GuKKNWKm, Feb. 17th, 1729, Whereas the com- 
mittee having made their return of the sale of several par- 
cels of our undivided land and the ]>ro[)rietors will accept 
of what they have done in the ])remises, and continue then 
to make sale of the rest of our undivided land in said ]uir- 
chiise, and that they ]>ay the reasonable charge that hath 
accrued thereon put of the money they have received, and 
to nnike their return at our next mcetiug." 

"East Gueenwicii, May 29th, 1729, Voted and ordered 
the committee^s grant to Robert Estes, and his heirs and 
assigus forever, concerning the ship building yard in this 
town we order that the word forever be erased, and the 
rest of the grant is hereby confirmed until the ])roprietors 
shall take further orders concerning said ship building 
yard. 

" Voted and ordered. That the persons hereafter named 
be a committee to make a division of all of our land in our 
))urchase westward of East Greenwich, above said that is 
not yet divided, and to employ a surveyor if need require, 
or if they, the said committee think it will be most to the 
])roprietors' advantage, to sell all or any part of the said 
land, it is their election to do which they ]>lease. 

" Ordered, Tliat whereas there are several small swamp 
lots that doth not yet extend to the colony line, the pro- 
•prietors do order that the said lots shall extend to the said 
line, they ])aying to the connuittee for the same five shil- 
lings per acre for the addition." 

"East Giikknwicii, March 24th, 17<]0, Voted and 
ordered, that Caj»t. ]>enjamin Greene of Warwick, and 
Thomas Fry and Thomas Spencer, both of East Greenwich, 
are appointed to a|)])ear at the next General Assend)ly to be 
held at Newj)ort, in Alay next, then and there to defend the 
proprietors' interests, in a certain tract of land mentioned 
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ill one (Icod inaile by the Colony to several jwi-sons in East 
Greenwich and to cnij>loy one attorney or more if need re- 
quire, ami to act-, and do any matter or thing that they may 
eonKi<ler shall he most for tfic nroprietoiV interest or to the 
settling of peace and nnity in the (/oinny, and a copy of this 
order nnder the ]»r<)|»ri<;torM^ clerk^s hand shall he their snfU- 
cient warrant for so doing." 

"IVlay 29th, 1780. Tliat whereas Thomas Fry having 
taken n|> the lot No. 27, and having erected a wharf and 
wherehonse thereon, which is the condition that the said 
lot was granted upon, therefore the proprietors do herchy 
nnike the said lot a good estate in fee simple nnto the said 
Thomas Fry and to his h(^ii*8 and assigns forever. 

" Voted, 'J'liat the pro|)rietors and inhahitiint^ of the 
town are granted liberty to bnild a school honse nj»on the 
sontheast i»art of the land that was allowe<l for a Town 
Ilonse, whn^h said land lyeth between John Coggeshall's lot 
and John Nichols' lot as it appears on the plat." 

"March 25i.h, 1734. Voted, that whereas the jjroprietors 
are desirons to exchange six lots that are laid ont f(M* room 
for a burying place, and in lieu thereof to lay ont several 
water lots in the room of them, and whercjis one of the lots 
proposed to be exchanged, belongs to Thomas Fry, and in 
lieu he shall have the liberty to take the choice of the lots 
that shall be laid ont, and the present connnittec to proceed 
to exchange the said lots npon the shore according to their 
discretion for the best convcniency, for the accommodation, 
and for the ]>romotion of our town ; and the lots so cx- 
clnrnged with the other land that they decide for a burial 
])lnce, shnll be and shall remnin a burial place forever; and 
whereas there is a pierce of land where the schooUiouse 
stands that was left for the building of a town house for- 
ever, we order and grant that the said land shall be and 
remain for no other use, but for building a Town House." 

At a meeting July, 1734, an act was made, alhnving a 
bounty of two i)ence on the killing of all kinds of squirrels, 
excepting the flying squirrels : 

"August 28th, 1741, Whereas we. Pardon Tillinghast, 
Thomas Fry, an<l Thomas Spencer, were apnointed a com- 
mittee for the t)roprietors at a meeting held in East Grcen- 
Avich July 29th, 1741, as may ai^pear by the records of said 
meeting, to examine the records of said meeting of the pro- 
prietors and the i)roceeding8 of the standing committees 
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persons qualified to take up lots in that part of tlio town, 
that were a)>i)ointed to manage the said ailairs in letting 
and laid out into house lots in order for making, building 
and erecting a compact town or village ; and also to see 
what power or authority the said standing committee had 
relating to the premises, and to examine the mismanage- 
ment and illegal proceedings of said committee, and to lay 
before the said ]>roprietors at their next meeting upon 
adjournment, an act (w order for the amendation of the 
said illegal ])roceedings of the committee and alsi) how and 
in what manner the said standing committee may ])roceed 
for the futnre : We the al>ove named ]>oi'sons, having ex- 
amined the above mentioned proceedings, and we, by the 
records of the proprietors, find that tlu; said committee had 
no power to do any thing with said lots but to license (piali- 
iied ]iersons to take up said lots to build one house on of 
such dimensions and within such a time as may appear by 
said records, and the said connnittee never had any ]»ower 
to sell or exchange or otherwise disjiose of said lots, only 
to give leave for the taking up to build a dwelling house 
upon as aforesaid ; we iind that at a meeting of the said 
proprietors committee June 24th, llilS, the said committee 
did then take u])on themselves to exchange the lot No. 101 
for the lot No. 213, with James Uey nobis, Jr., hath set a 
stable on the said lot No. 99, notwithstanding he was for- 
bid by Jeremiah Pearce, one of the said connnittee from 
setting up the said stable before he had set it up he was fore- 
warned by said Peirce not to do it, for remedy whereof we, 
the said proprietors of said land, do hereby order, and em- 
power our said committee to warn the said James lleynolds 
to remove what buildings he hath on said lot, off from said 
lot, within two months from the date hereof, and in case 
he, the said Iteynolds, shall neglect or refuse so to do, then 
the said committee are hereby empowered to take all lawful 
means to recover said lands off his hands." 

Dkkd.of tuk Coukt House Lot. 

As a bill has been introduced into the Legislature to 
annex the County of Kent to the County of Providence, 
and remove the courts from East Greenwich, some of our 
readers will feel an interest in seeing a copy of the original 
deed from John Pierce to the State. The ]»lan is, in case 
of removal to present the Static property to (he 1\>wn of 
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Knst (iiToiiwicli, Avliidi will be very nccc|»1:iMc to Knst 
Green wirh, but it 18 iloiibtfiil if tlie rest of tlic county will 
ajjjrcc to it. According to a einuse in the deed it jv|»|)earH 
tli.'it tlie lot with the vahinbh^ and expensive buildinii; upon 
it, will revert to the heirs of the orimnnl grantor: 

"To all peo]>le to whom these i)resents shall ccnne, I, 
John I'eircc of Kast Greenwich in the County of 1 Provi- 
dence, Colony of Rhode Island Yeoman, send Greeting: 

"Know ye, that I, the said John Peiree, for and in con- 
sideration of the love, good Avill and affection that 1 liavc 
and do bear unto the Colony of Rhode Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, in New Kngland but now esiiecially for 
and unto the free inhabitants of the County of Kent now 
erecting in said Colony, have given, granted and confinned 
unto the free inhabitants of the County of Kent aforesaid 
and their heirs and successors forever, one small house lot of 
hind, in East Greenwich aforesaid, and is the lot No. 8 on 
the plat; for to build and set uj) a County House theron, 
for the use, benefit and behoof of the County of Kent 
aforesaid, and is butted and bounded as follows : East on 
Main Street, South and West on land of the Grantor, and 
North on Court Street. To have and to hold all the above 
granted land and premises, to the only ))roper use and 
benefit of the inhabitants of the C/Ounty of Kent, and I 
the said John Pierce do further grant and agree that at the 
time of this (irant, Bargain and Gift, until the ensealing 
and executing of the same, I am the true, sole, and lawful 
owner of the above given and granted j>remises. 

"Furthermore,!, the said John Pierce, for niyself, n«y 
heirs, executors and administrators, do promise and engage 
the above granted land and ])remises mito them tlui free 
inhabitants of the County of Kent, and their heirs and 
successors and survivors, against the claims, calling and de- 
mands of any person or i)ersons whatsoever, forever to 
warrant, secure and defend by these j)rescnts. 

" And Alice Peirce, the wife of the said John Pearcc, 
doth by these presents freely, willingly, give, yield u]> and 
surren<ler all her right of ])ower au(l jjower of thinls, of, 
in and unto the above demised j)remises. 

"In witness M'hereof we, the above named John Pearcc 
and Alice l\*arce, have hereunto set our hnnds and seals 
the Thirty First day of August in the Twenty Fourth year 
of his JMajesties Reign, George the Second, King of Great 
Britain, Anno que Domini, Scveutecn Hundred and Fifty. 
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" 8ii;ii4Ml, So;ilo4l and dcUvorud in iliu pruficiicu uf, 

JOSBFU ItlIODK8, Jt)UN PKIUCK, 

Thuiiah Spknckk, a lick I'KIUCIC, 

" Voraoiiiilly appeared tlio jiImivo siiliBcrnicr, J<iliii I'cunu;, and tu'knowl- 
o«lKod the alHiVo «lce«l to 1h) Ii'ih act, lian«l and muiI llicnsunhiallixiul iNiforo 
luu. John Oian, Jtmlii-c u/ I'aicc.** 

"East Gukbnwicii, lirardi 30tli, 1751. Voted, tliat the 
pro])rieto]*8' eomiuitt^e have power to grant a coiiYeiiieiit 
lot for building a distill house on, and to be under the same 
regulations as for building dwellings." 

This distillery was on the lot now owned by 1 Robert 
Chaniplin, and stood just cast of his residence, and near 
the jail. The remains of the buihlin*^ were there up to 
alioitt 1807. New England rum autl gin were distilled 
there from molasses and rye. 

" Voted, That the vacant land in East (jlreenwich upon the 
shore, that the town council of said town, had agreed to 
sell to Jonathan Nichols of Newi>ort, Iidiolder, be not sold 
to the said Nichols, nor to any other person, for the ]»ro- 
prietors are of the opinion it is not a highway, and that 
the same shall not be sold. 

" Voted, That John Spencer, John Langford, and John 
Olin, are chosen a committee to examine into the ]H*opri- 
ctors acts and to draw up any amendments or alteration in 
any of the proprietors acts as they shall think [U'oper, and 
present the same to the adjournment of this meeting which 
IS the thirteenth of next April. And we the s;iid com- 
mittee having examined the records of the proprietors, and 
the records of the small town lots, and we do not iind any 
provision in said acts for wharting into the sea or salt 
water, and wo have examined also the plat of the tract of 
land southward from the said town lots, and taken some 
measure of the same, and we find some vacant lots adjoin- 
ing the sea shore, that accei»t belongs to the jH-oprietors ; 
be it therefore enacted by this present, and by the authority 
of the same it is enacted, that all the small lots lying and 
being in East Greenwich in the county of Kent is laid out 
for a town next adjoining to the sea shi>re, shall and may 
have liberty as [privilege to wharf into the sea as far as the 
channel, the same width as the said lots are u]Km ]>lat next 
to the shore, and that they shall have the same course into 
the sea as the dividing line between the towns of East 
Greenwich and AVarwick as far as the burying place and 
then have their course into the sea as is drawn on the ])lat, 
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provided nhva-ys, Hint there be a wjiy of twenty feet next 
to said sliore left nml kept o])eii aromid or along snid shore 
as far as water lots do obtain, for a i»rivilege for the inhabi- 
tants to pass and repass forever. 

"And be it further enacted by the anthf»rity nforesaid, 
that all the vneant lands southward and westward as it lieth 
along the sea shore from the aforesaid town lots to a place 
called JMascochugg river, together with all the privileges 
and n]>purtenances thereunto belonging on snid shore be 
and shall from time to time forever hereafter be kept open 
to and for the use and benefit of all the free inhabitants of 
the town of East Greenwich aforesaid to pass and rej)ass 
t-o them and to their assigns forever ; and be it further 
enacted that the wood standing on the aforesaid vacant 
lotts shall not be cut off by any persons forever." 

" Novend>er 25th, 175*2, William Baily, of said town 
made application to this Town Council that he might have 
Liberty to Retail Strong Liipior in less quantities than a 
(tallon, for the s[>ace of two days and no more; which is 
for two JMuster Days for the second comjiany or Train 
]>and belonging to East Greenwich there being no house in 
said (company suitable for that ])urpose. 

"Uesolved that the said William ]>aily have the liberty 
to retail Strong Liquor in less quantity than a Gallon for 
the spacH^ of two days as above said he keeping good order 
and being under the same regulation as the other licensed 
houses." 

The next quotation from the records shows the care 
manifested in cases of contagious diseases: 

"January *2d, 1753, Whereas it manifestly aj>pears to 
this Town Council that Elijah Johnson, JMariner, lately 
arrived from the City of Philadelphia into this town, and 
is now a breaking out with the Small Vox in the compact 
part of said town, in the House of Thomas Casey and 
might be the means of spreading the same in this town if 
not in other of the neighboring towns; and for the ])revent- 
ing of the the spreading of the stnne, Resolved, that 
Thomas Nichols, Caleb Spencer, Peleg Kice, Samuel 
VnugliM and all other proper aKsist.anc(? that they «%*in get, 
are ordi*re<l to take the aforesai<l Elijah Johnson out of the 
aforesaid Thomas Casey's house in as careful a manner as 
they can, and convey him on board of the Schooner that 
he came from the aforesaid C^ity of Philadelphia in, and 
then to convey the said Schooner to an Island not far 
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from hence known by the name of Chcpiuoxet and there 
on board of the aforesaid Schooner to be kept and nursed 
and tended by Peleg Rice, Samuel Vaughn, and a certain 
])assenger th<at came from the aforesaid Oitv of Pliiladelphia, 
with the aforesaid Elijah Johnson, as the law directs. 

"And it is further resolved that Thomas Casey's Family 
together with Deborah Johnson be confined to the aforesaid 
Thomas Casey's house, and not to go about the town from 
house to house in said town, u]>on the ]»enalty of the ex- 
tremity of the Law in that case made and provided, for (he 
S|)ace oC twenty days from and after the dati^ hereof, with- 
out License from this Town Council iirsthad and i)btaiued ; 
cxce])ting any of the aforesaid Thonms Casey's family, or 
the aforesaid Deborah Johnson shall be likely or sus])ected 
to bo likely to brake out with the Small Pox (he, she, or 
them) then to l>e removed to some proper place at the dis- 
cretion of this Town Council; and it is resolved thatCapt. 
William Wall is apnointed to take a particular care that 
none of the aforesam Thomas Casey's Family do, nor the 
aforesaid Deborah Johnson do not pass about the town for 
the time aforesaid." 

It a])j)ears by this record that "Chepinoxet" was then 
an island ; it can scarcely be called so now, except at a 
very high tide, when it is surrouiuled by water. 

Not having finished the business, the council met the day 
' following and made the following record : 

"Whereas it is very ])robable that some of Thomas 
Casey's family or the widow Deborah Johusou, will break 
out with the Small Pox insomuch that Elijah Johnson lately 
broke out with it in Thomas Casey's house and that Debo- 
rah Johnson is Elijah's mother, and attended him when he 
was breaking out with the Small Pox ; Therefore, Hesolved, 
that Thomas Spencer (son of Benjamin) go as soon as 
possible and air all the clothing and other things in 
Thomas Casey's house that he shall think' is necessary, that 
is likely to be infected with the Small Pox, and to cleanse 
the Chamber wherein the said Elijah broke out with the 
same, if he shall think need requires ; and also to go twice 
a day to the said Thomas Casey's house to see if any of 
them are likely to brake out with Small Pox or Deborah 
Johnson, and if he can discover that they or any of them 
are, to give notice Immediately to some one or more of the 
Town Council of said Town; that they give jiroper orders 
according to hiw about the same; all of which is to be 
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done at llio cont and charge of Thomas Oasey and IX'horah 
Johnson." / 

One week elapsed and the conncil called nj) the subject 
again : 

"Wh(*n;nH it is prohahle (or likely) that some of ThomaH 
Casey's family (or J)eborah Johnson) is infected with the 
Small Pox, and is likely to brake out with tlie same, in Ji 
short time in said town, and whereas it is Jlesolved the said 
Thomas Casey is allowed and permitted to remove himself 
or any of his family, or Deborah Jidinson, to the House 
wherein Abner Spencer now^ lives in the town (which house 
belongs to Thomas Aldrich of the town aff)resaid^ when 
any or either of them shall be likely to brake out with the 
aforesaid Knfections Destroyer of the Small Pox, all of 
which is to be at the cost and charge of the aforesaid 
Thomas Casey." 

How different are the modern provisions against this 
terrible "enfectious" disease. Scarcely more care is now 
taken when the small pox a]>i)ears than if it were the 
nieasles. 

In 1754 there Avere nine licenses granted in Kast (Jreen- 
wich for the sale of strong liquors. There has been but 
little improvement since, only that tlieli(piorus<*d a (M»ntury 
ago was a lonjj time, (comparatively,) in ]»oisoning its vi(5- 
tims to deatli. The unfortunate consumer of " patent 
rnpu)rs " is now hastened through his course with fearful 
celerity. 

In those days, ]>ersons in order to remove from town 
according to law, were obliged first to obtain a certificfite 
of ])ermission. We find that during the year ITf^Ci there 
were several removals to Morth Kingstown and KxettM*. 

September 13th, 1751), a man formerly of North Kings- 
town Avas com])lained of by one of the overseers of tlic 
j>oor of Kast Greenwich, that he, the said man, w^ould, by 
his ill conduct and bad behaviour, iirobably become charge- 
able to the town, whereupon he, Avith his seven small child- 
ren was ordered back to North Kingstown forthwith, and 
the order was carried out by thejn'ojieroflicer. In Novem- 
ber the man returned, in "contem]>t of authority." He 
was then ordered to j)ay the sum of forty shillings, and j»ay 
costs of prosecution, taxed at £7, Gaud 4 j>ence, and that he 
remain in custody of the oflicer until the cost be ])ai<l, and 
thenceforth leave the town. Cases like this are often found 
upon the records. 



46 HISTORY OF KAST GUKK^WICII. 

At a council meeting held August 25tli, 175(), Captain 
Sylvester Sweet Jippeared and informed the council that 
Abigail Sweet, one of the poor of the town, wanted some 
clothing, such as " shifts and a gound," and whereu])on it was 
resolved by the council that the said Sylvester »Sweet i»ro- 
vide for her two good tow cloth shifts and a good ilannel 
"gownd," and exhibit his account of the same before the 
council. 

On the 29th of December following. Captain Sweet ex- 
hibited his account for the said articles of a|>parel, amount- 
ing to nine shillings, which account being duly examined 
was allowed and ordered to be paid out of the town 
treasury. 

On the 28th of June, 1771, Thonms Casey, Ks(]., ap])eared 
in council and hired the highway and vacant land around 
the shore, from Mascachugg to Kocky J follow, until the 
28th of iVIarch following, for which he agreed to pay 
thirteen shillings and sixpence. 

June 27th, 1772, John Glazier had liberty granted him by 
the council to build a vessel on the driftway around the 
shore by l)ayiug into the town treasury the sum of two- 
pence, lawfid money, for the use of the same one year. 

February 27th, 1774, Thomas Baily agreed with the 
council to board Elizabeth Havens for one shilling auil 
ten jjcnce a week. 

July 14th, 1777, the town council appointed one ok' their 
nund)er to hire ]>ersons to do military duty in the j>lacert of 
those ])ersons called Quakers, that refused to do militafy 
duty. The council ordered tlie treasurer to provide a (piire 
of ]>aperand deliver it to the clerk for the use of the town. 

It was resolved by the council, January, 1777, that a civil 
watch shall be kei)t in the town, of two suitable ])ersons, 
every night until the 20th of May from six o'clock in the 
evening until sunrise, and that they receive two shillings 
each for every night ; and if a watchman should be found 
asleep he shall forfeit and pay a fine of three shillings. 

Extracts from the Council Records of_^June 14tli, 1877: 

" VVIierea.M, the (jleneral Assembly of this State by a late 
Act, thereof ordered the town councils or committees that 
shonhl be a]>pointed in the several towns in saiil State, to 
settle and allix in the respective towns the ])rices of sundry 
articles, in this State — it is, therefore, resolved by this 



EAULY liECilRLATlON. 47 

town coiiiiril, and by the mitbority tlioivof, by sni<l Act 
|i;iveii IIS, tbat tbe jh'icch of the several nrticU'H and of bilnn* 
dojic in this town from and after tbe 8tb of July next to be 
as followetb. 

" C/lotliierV work, for fiillinti^elotli, five]K'iic.(' per yard, ami 
for sliearini^ elotli one jK-niiy per yard, for every tnnc^ it is 
sheared, and for pressing (^h>th two jienee per yard, and all 
other clothiers business in like jiroportion. Spiiniing — for 
spinning linen or worsted five or six skeins to a pound shall 
not exeeed six j»ence per skein, for every fifteen knotted 
skein and all fine work in like proportion, and all card work 
of woollen shall not exceed six pence i>er skein for vwery 
fifteen knotted skein. "Weaving — for weaving )»lain flannel 
or and tow and linen, five pence ]>cr yard ; for weaving 
conitnon worsted and all linen one ))enny per yard, and all 
other linen in like proj)ortion. Ibirk — ^good bark shall not 
exceed X*l, 10 shillings per cord, delivered at the compact 
part of the town, and at all other jdaces in sai<ltown in the 
like ]»roportion. Tanning — for tanning hi<les six pen<*e jier 
]>oiind. For making shoes for the nse of the inhabitants of 
this town in their houses, shall not exceed two shillings and 
six pence jkm* pair." 

In June, 17lKi, a c<»!ninittec consisting of Sylvester Sweet, 
Joseph Fry, l>enjainin Fry and Thomas Tillinghast, met at 
th(» hons(». of Thomas Ahlrich in said town, and proceeded 
to examine the records in his i>ossession belonging to the 
]»roprietors, and found a vote of the projn'ietors at their 
meeting on INlarch 25th, 1717, ordering that two certain 
plats inad(^ by William Hall, surveyor, on tlHj28tli of May, 
1710, one of the farm lots ami <me of the town lots, bo 
placed in the town clerk's oflice of said town, there to re- 
main for the nse of said town forever, which vote hath 
never Immmi complied with. Since the death of Dr. Spencer 
the said plats thereof are in the possession of Thomas Al- 
ii ricb. We do not find that the j>ro])rietor8 have ever held 
a meeting since the 2Gth of April, A, D. 1700. We find 
that the in'ojn'ietors' committee for licensing the taking np 
of lots in the compact ))art of the town consisted of five 
nuMnbcrs, and that at times the jn-oprictors used to appoint 
others as a committee to examine the doings of their staml- 
ing committee and re])ort thereon ; some of Avhich doings 
they a]»])roved, and other ])arts thereof they nnllified. 

We <lo not find that the standintj committee ever met 
after March, 1784, since which time the Avholc busuiees 
seems to have been left to Thomas Aldiich. 
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We 'loarii that the proj>rietoi*8 ordered tlioir stnmliiig 
coiaiiuttee to take bonds of ])erson8 licensed to take ii|) 
lots as aforesaid, that on failure of building they should 
forfeit thirty shillings to and for the use of the town, whicOi 
bonds were to be lodged in the town treasurer's ollice. 
Some of these bonds are now in the ]K)8scssion of Thonnis 
Aldrich, although nnnibcrs liave been forfeited, no ])aynients 
having been exacted. Fifteen shillings were to have been 
taken hy the connnittee in 1773 for each lot granted, and 
some lots were taken up a number of times — two of which 
Avero retaken by Elijah Freciborn, June, 171)15, and JVIr. 
Silas Casey licensed five of the i)roi»rie tors' lots. 

"We find but two of the proprietors stan<ling committee 
now living; wherefore we are of o)>iuion that there is not, 
nor has there been for several years |)ast any j>erson or jier- 
soiis legally authorized to locate said lots." [ 171>i].] 

"East Greenwich, 1794. Voted, That whereas Thomas 
Tillinghast and Joseph Fry, were ajipointed a committee to 
receive of .Thomas Aldrich late proprietoi*'s committee to 
licensing qualiiied ]»eople to take up lots in the compact 
iiart of the town of East Greenwich, to build u])on agreeji- 
i)le to the acts of the ])rojn*ietors and deliver them to the 
present Clerk, said Aldrich when requested, delivered but 
one book; the latest date therein contained is the 2()th of 
April, 170G, which is not the whole of said records belonging 
to the two oflices ; it is therefore voted by this meeting that 
Thonnis Tillinghast, Jose]>h Fry, llobert Vaughn, and Par- 
don Mawney, be a committee to receive of said Aldrich all 
the records and i)apers he now holds belonging to said ofli- 
cers, and deliver them to the present clerk, give and take 
receipts for the same. 

"Whereas some of the proprietors lots in the compact 
part of the town are taken into ]K>ssession and under im- 
provement by ]>eople "who have not taken them up agreeable 
to acts of the jirojirietors, it is therefore voted by this meet- 
ing that our committee see that they com])ly with the acts of 
the [U'oprietors, or recover the lots out of their ])ossession 
by any lawful means ; voted, that whereas Thomas Casey 
and John Ailsworth, have got some of the proprietor's lots 
in their possession, not taken up agreeable to the acts of 
the ])roi»rietors, it is voted by this meeting that the clerk 
notify them to appear at the adjournment of this meeting, 
to account by what authority they improve them." 

As an interesting portion of the history of the town, we 
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think tlio ii;iiiie8 of the lionds of fjimilios as tlic lisfs stqod 
in 1774, will be approciaUMl l>y the prepont gonernlion. lii 
that year a census was taken nnder tlie authority of the 
Colony, and the following names were retnrned as heads of 
families : 



Jolm Arnold, Jr., 
Charles A iiclrcw, 
Tlioinns Al<lridp:c, 
lilnttlicw Aylswortli, 
Oliver AriioJd, 
l*anloii Anon, 
John Arnold, 
AVniiani Arnohl, 
Joseph ArnoUl, 
Thonins Arnohl, 
liirhnrd Aylsworth, 
Anthony Aylsworth, 
Kcljccca Andrew, 
Uenoni Andrew, 
Jonathan Andrew, 
Edniond Andrew, 
Job AlslKino, 
AVilJiani l^aily, 
AViUiani llaily, Jr., 
Thomas Baily, 
Joseph Baily, 
Ooorpo IJaily, 
Daniel Itntcs, 
Rol»ert IJabcock, 
('aleh ]*ri^j;p, 
(•live l*»riji:j;s, 
Kdwin Jtriggs, 
Joh Urijjfjs, 
Thomas ilriyj^s, 
Nathan liriggs, 
John Brings, Jr., 
Uichard Briggs, son of 

John, 
Benjamin Bonnet, 
William Ihmtley, 
John Brightman, 
AV'illiam Burlhigame, 
John Burlingame, 
David Hrown, 
Bial Brown, 
Amos Brown, 
Clarke Brown, 
Amos Hooso, 
Andrew JJayard, 
AVilliaih Card, 
Job Card, 
Jos«?ph Card, 
Charles Carr, 
Daniel Carr, 
C«)rnell Cari»entcr, 
Morgan Carso, 
Jonathan Capron, 
"NVilliani Coggcshall, 



Benjamin Coggeshall, 
TliomaA Coggeshall, 
Nichols Coggeshall, 
Joslnia Coggeshall, 
Thomas Corey, 
John Cooke, 
llopkins Cook, 
Stejdien Cooper, 
Ciiueon Casey, 
Thomas Casey, 
Silas Casey, 
A roll iltivl d* Crary , 
Job Comstock, 
Bamnel Cahoone, 
Bichard C/ornell, 
Comelins Clarke, 
8anniel Davis, 
Nathan Ely, 
Jeremiah Fairbanks, 
Benjamin Fry, 
Joseph Fry, 
Lennud Fry, 
Tlioni)i« Fry, 
I'hinens Foster, 
Nathaniel (Ircenc, 
Nathan (Ireene, 
Joseph Greene, 
Klislia Greene, 
Sylvester Greene, 
Stephen Greene, 
Kiuus Greene, 
Jonathan Greene, 
Daniel Greene, 
Benjamin Greene, 
John Cilreene, 
Gritlin Greene, 
Henry Greene, 
C'hristopher Greene, 
AVilliam Greene, 
Augustus Greene, 
^tatthew Greene, 
Nicholas Greene, 
George Greene, 
Samuel (Srcene, 
All)ert Greene, 
Job Greene, 
Oliver (jardner, 
John Gardner, 
Henry f Jardner, 
Job Gardner, 
Nicholas Goddard, 
William Giles, 
John Glazier, 



John ririnncll, 
Archibald (S raves, 
Joshua (Jmlfore, 
Kl»ene7er, Hath, 
FreclMtrn llamill^Mi, 
William Hamilton, 
Kol)ertHa11, 
Oliver Hazard, 
J<tseph ITnnt, 
Kzekiel Hunt, 
Kbenezer Hall, 
Anthony Holdcn, 
Nicholas Hyde, 
Daniel Howland, 
Mary Jennings, 
Jjowry Jenks, 
^lichael Jenks, 
Isasvc Johnson, 
John Johnson, 
Jonathan Johnson, 
William Johns<m, 
Jabcz Jones, 
Silas Jones, 
Josiah Jones, 
AIksI Jones, 
Joseiih Joselyn, 
riiilip Jen kens, 
Bemington Konyon 
Arthur King, 
James Luther, 
John Langford, 
John Langford, Jr., 
Joseph Mott, 
Steplien Mott, 
Stephen Mott, Jr., 
Uol)ert Morris, 
Daniel Maxwell, 
(tideon Mumford, 
Stephen Mumford, 
John Matterson, 
Augustus ^Mumford, 
Caleb Mat hew, 
Isaac Moore, 
Richard Mathcwson, 
Bardon Morney, 
John Nichols, son of 

KIkan, 
Jonathan Nichols, 
George Nichols, 
Uichard Nichols, 
John Nichols, son of 

Thomas, 
Freelovo Nichols, 
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Thomas Nichols, 
Alexaiidro Nichols, 
James Nichols, 
Kobert Nichols, 
Ruth Nichols, 
John Nicliols, 
Job Pion;o, 
Daniel i^ierco, 
Tlionias Pierce, 
Stephen Pierce, 
John Pierce, 
William Pierce. 
John Pierce,sonof Benj 
James Pierce, 
Jeremiali Pierce, 
Vroserved Pierce, 
TcIiuInnI Prentice, 
Jolni PiU'.hur, 
Tliunias IMiu:e, 
Thoniiis Pliili|)S, 
Aldricli Reynolds, 
Samuel Rolf, 
Shippey Reynolds, 
Thonuus Koynolds, 
Jonatlian Itiniso, 
Gardner Rouse, 
PelejjRice, 
Jolin Silencer, 
l^Iichaei Siiencer, 
Oriflin Spencer, 
Tliomas Spencer, sou 

of Renjaniin, 
Stephen Si)encer, 
Walter Si»encer, 
William Siiencer, 



Wilson Spencer, 
Henry Spencer, 
Nathan Spencer, 
Caleb Spencer, 
Benjamin Spencer, 
Jeremiah Spencer, 
Cjeorge Spencer, 
Klienezer Si>encer, 
Silas Si)encer, 
Susannah Spencer, 
Rnfus Silencer, 
John Shaw, 
. Murrit Smith, 
IchalNNl Smith, 
Simmel Smith, 
Tliomas Slocum, 
Andrew Smart, 
i^ateh Sheltield, 
Williuin Sweet, 
Ann Sweet, 
Sylvester Sweet, 
Stephen Siiipiiee, 
Q^lioinas ShipiH)e, 
Rtiwland Spraj^ue, 
Jeremiali Sweet, 
flames Stafford, 
J(»M'.))h Stafford, 
James Sweet, 
lienjamin Sweet, 
Samuel Sweet, 
Henry Sweet, 
Jonathan Tibbitts, 
Henry Tibbitts, 
Itenjamin Tibbitts, 
Robert Taft, 



Thomas Tillinghast, 
Philip Tillin^'hast, 
(2eorj;e Tillinj>:h:ist, 
Benjamin Tilliuj^hast, 
Joseph Tillinghast, 
Samuel Tarliox, 
Tsiuie Uiiton, 
Samuel Upton, 
Jas. Mitchell, Varnum, 
Daniel Vauglin, 
David Vaughn, 
Roliert Vaughn, 
ChriKtoiiher Vaughn, 
Caleb Weeden, 
John Whitman, 
Samuel Whitman, 
JamoH Whitniaii, 
Smith WihuH^ks, 
Kpliraim Ware, 
Roliert Whitford, 
Caleb Whitford, 
l*elog Wciiver, 
Benjamin Weaver, 
Ceorge W«iv«u*, 
Jonathan Weaver, 
Timothy Weaver, 
('lenient Wwivcr, 
ThonuiH Wells, 
Peter Wells, 
Ezekiel Warner, 
Joseph Winslow, 
Job Winslow, 
Joseph Whitmai'sh, 
Hannah Wall, 
Benjamin Wall. 



IIow few of those names are licanl in East Greenwich 
now? Tlie names of Alsbane, ]]ent]y, Hrightman, House, 
Bayard, Carso, Ayranlt, Crary, Ely, Fairbanks, Goddard, 
Giles, Glazier, Grinnell, Graves, Godfore, ITaniilton, Hyde, 
tfennings, Joselyn, Jenkens, King, Lnther, Ijangford, Mor- 
ris, Maxwell, Muniford, lilathew, Moore, Prentice, Uelf, 
Uonse, Smart, Shcflield, Upton, Varnnin, Ware, Whit- 
marsh, and many others appear to be extinct. 



CHAPTER 111. 



MAN UFA CTURES. 

At the comincnccmOiit of tlie Jlevoliilioiiary AVar, a 
ni:ui hy the nniue of Uj>U)n cnine from Nniituckot to East 
(iiTonwirli, aiul nKiinifactured enrtlicrii Avaro for a miinbcr 
of years. The pottery Avlicre the articles Avere made, and 
the kiln where they Avere baked, stood on tlie lot iiOAV occu- 
pied hy the dwelling house of John AVceden, on the corner 
oT King and Marlboro streets. The articles made there 
consisted of pans, bowls, plates, cups and saucers. As 
there were no porcelain manufactories in America at that 
time, \\\\i\ the war ]>revented the importation of such arti- 
cles from Europe, many of the people here Avere obliged 
to use these coarse clumsy plates, cuj>s and saucers for 
Avant of better. They were nnide of the coarse red earth- 
ern Avare, Avhich Ave see at the j»resent day in the form of 
milk-pans, jars and jugs. A table set out with such rough 
looking sj)ecimens of crockery AA'oidd look A'ery strange at 
this day, l>ut we ]>resume that many a good dish of tea Avas 
drunk out of those thick, heavy cups and saucers, and nnniy 
excellent dinners Avere eaten off of those red earthern 
plat(»s. The clay for making those articles Avas brought 
from Quidnesett at a place called OouhVs JVIount, on the 
farm noAv belonging to Henry AVaterman, and Avhere great 
quantities of the same kind of clay still remains. Shortly 
after the termination of the Revolutionary AVar ]\h\ Uj)- 
ton returned to Nantucket, and no earthern Av.arc has been 
made here since. 

Th(». Narragansetts, or some other rac<» Avho iidiabited 
this country [>revi(Mis to the Indians, manufactured articles 
of earthern Avare from this same dejH)sit of clay. J)irectly 
oj»|)osite the village of East GrccuAvich is a tract of land 
called Potowomut, and at the north end of this tract arc 
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vnst qiiiiiititics of qiuiliuiig ishellH. It is cvidcnl. that tlieso 
slielki were c<')iTie(l to tliis spot by the former iiihubitaiits 
of tliis continent, as they still bear the marks of fire. 
Among tliese shells are fonnd great nnnibers of stone ar- 
row heads and fragments of ancient pottery. Tliese pieces 
of pottery contain the same coarse gravel which is found 
in the clay from Gould's Mount, showing that the people 
who made this earthem ware, were not possessed of the 
conveniences for sifting and grinding the clay, as the moderns 
do when prei)aring ft tor use. The articles thus made were 
nnglazed, and evidently made from the clay in the same 
state as when dug from the deposits. The writer of this 
history has a number of fr«agments of this pottery in his 
possession, and once had a com]>lete jar or vase found 
in an Indian grave, which is now in the ]>ossession of ]>r. 
Parsons. The late Dr. Usher Pm*sons said it was made by 
covering a crookndck squash with a coating of clay and 
then baking in a wood fire until it was sufliciently hard to 
retain its sha])e. In this deposit of shells are found quanti- 
ties of arrow and spear heads of stone. These arrows and 
si>ears are mndo of a kind of ilint called horn-stone, which 
is not fonnd in Rhode Island, and wo believe nowhere 
south of New Hampshire or Maine — where it is very abun- 
dant. The race, therefore, which used them, must have had 
some traffic with those who inhabited these northern regions, 
or otherwise they must have trjiveled a great distance to 
procure them. One great mystery is to know how they 
were able to cut such hard stones into such thin shar]>-pointed 
arroAv heads, as they certainly did not possess tliose fine 
steel hammers such as were used to make gun Hints. 

Calico Piuntino. 

Extract from Judge Staples's " Annals of Providence : " 

"About the year 1788, John FuUam worked a stocking 
loom in Providence, and in 1704 J\[essrs. Schaub, Tissot 
and Dubosque, were engaged in printing calicoes ; they 
used cotton clotli imported from the East Indies and wooden 
blocks to impart the desired figures and colors. Pi'cvious 
to this however, by several years, calico printing in the 
same manner was carried on at East Greenwich; this it is 
supposed was the first calico printing done in America. 
The Rhode Island Historical Society have, in their cabinet 
in Providence some of the calico first printed, and some of 
the blocks first used," 
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It appears, then, that our village has tlie credit of estab- 
lishiuff the first calico printing Avorks on this continent. A 
man by the name of DaAvson first set np the btisiness of 
printing calico in East Greenwich, and the print works were 
m an ohl bnihiing which formerly stood on the lot now be- 
longing to Mrs. Phcbe Davis anct ]\Irs. ]lnth IJrown, at the 
north end of the village, and which Avas torn down Avithin 
a few years. The printing Avas done on Ihien cloth, Avhich 
Avas sj)im, Avoven and bleached by the Avomen of our village 
and its vicinity. The linen thread of Avhich this cloth Avas 
made, Avas spun by hand on the small linen Avheel operated 
by the foot, then Avoven into cloth on the common hand- 
loom, and then bleached in the sunshine. This bleaching 
AA'as a long and tedious )»roccss, and entirely different from 
the chemical bleaching of the present day. The long Aveb 
of linen cloth Avas laid on the grass, stretched out and 
fastened to the ground by Avooden pegs, and then constantly 
sprinkled with Avater, until the sun s rays, acting on the 
cl(»th, changed the broAvn tow-cloth into pure Avhite linen, 
ready for the calico printer. A calico, or as it Avas then 
called a chintz dress, Avas at that time a rare and costly 
article, and ranked as high in the scale of fashion as the 
silks and velvets do noAV. As there Avas little or none of 
the calico in the shops for sale, every family made their 
own ch»fli and then carried it to the printing establishment 
to be printed, each j»ei"Son selecting their oAvn ]»atteni and 
colors. The ]>atterns Avere very neat and ]u*etty, and the 
colors remarkably brilliant, much more so than the calico 
of the jiresent day; but those brilliant tints Avere oAving to 
the materinl on Avhich they Avere printed, as linen Avill take 
color better than cotton. There are a number of sjiecimens 
of this linen calico printed here more than ninety years 
ago, in this village at the jUTsent time. 

An old lady, Avho Avas living here until Avithin a fcAV years, 
and Avho spun, aa-^ovc, and had printed a number of pieces 
of this calico, gaA^e me an animated description of the man- 
ners and customs of the people of those tinu'S, their amuse- 
ments and social ]»leasures. She said that Avhen a family 
h:id a pi(»ro of cloth j)riiited it would be k(»pt for a long 
titne bc'fore it Avas made up into dresses, so that tli(»y could 
exhibit it to their friends and neighbors, and it Avas made 
the excuse for many an afternoon visit, to drink tea, and to 
talk over and admire. 

Afternoon and evening parties Avere not then so formal 
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and excliiBivo as now. Onr village was not cliviileil into so 
many different circles as at present, but consisted of only 
two divisions — those who hehaved with propriety and those 
who did not. It was unnecessary also to send out cards of 
invitation, as manners aiid fashions were very plaiu. 

The dress of the men consisted generally of cloth man- 
ufactured in their own houses. Laborers of almost every 
description wore leather aprons, but the best suit of the 
opulent was of English manufncture made in a ]il:iin style. 
Some who were a little ilnshy would wear a cocked lint 
and have their hair powdered, with their hair clubbed or 
queued. Sometimes they would buy extra hair for the i>ur- 
pose of giving the club or cpieue the better effect. Women 
of the same neighborhood would visit each other wearing 
a checked apron, a strij)ed loose-gown, somewhat resembling 
the modern saccpies, a handkerchief over the shoulders, and 
a sun-bonnet. Then they would divert themselves over 
a cup of Hohea tea, with those delicious short biscuits and 
cakes. A few who considered themselves a little superior 
would we.ir a silk or calico gown, with a long ruiHe cuff, a 
lawn apron, a little roll of wool something like a inn-cush- 
ion on the head, with the hair smoothly cond)ed over it, 
which they called a " commode." 

On the infrequent liolidays the young men amused them- 
selves in the lots, playing ball, shooting at poultry, or at a 
target, or now and then at wrestling and jum]>ing for a wa- 
ger. l>ut the highest frolics were the large quilting parties. 
After the quilt was finished and rolled uj) out of the way, a 
dance was next in order. The music was supjilied by the 
violin of fin old negro named Prince Greene, one of the 
servants of Genend Greene. Reels, contra-dances, and a 
dance called " fore and after," were popular at that periiKl. 
Quadrilles, polkas, and waltzes were then unknown. At 
harvest time, the young men would gladly travel the long 
miles to a husking party on a pleasant evening, as the 
farmers generally made a great feast on such occasions. 

Among the curiosities to be seen in the State Genealog- 
ical Itoonis at Newport is an antitpie spinning-whcci, that 
was made and used more tlnin a century prior to the inven- 
tion of the s[>inning-jenny, which how whirls so busily in 
our great ftactories, i)erforming so s])eedily and so well the 
work of hundreds of hands. In its construction the old 
wheel tells of its antiquity. It is made of oak and maple, 
and it is finished with so much care as to indicate that it 
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was not maclo by ninchinory, but cnrefiilly and laboriously 
wrought out by hand. Its early history is unknoAvn. It 
was no doubt made either in England or Ireland. Some 
time ago it came into the jmssession of K. H. Pease, Esq., 
being a gift from its fornu»r ownc^r, Miss El(»anor h'ry, a lady 
of East (4reenwieh. In a letter addressed to Mr. Pease, 
she gives the later history of the old Avheel : 

" In 1754, it came to my father's house in East Green- 
wich, from Narragansett ; it had been in America nearly 
one hundred years Avhen it was brought here; in 1777, I 
s]»un on it linen yarn enough to Aveave one piece of lawn 
handkerchiefs, twelve in number, as good as those imported 
from England ; the ladies here Avere enud(ms to excel, and 
Avere so patriotic that they chose the fabrics of their OAvn 
conntry, and toiled with their own hands to s])in lawn for 
their own dresses; the wheel Avas given me by my father, 
Samuel Fry." 

In a subsequent letter, IMiss Fry, Avho Avas more than 
eighty years old when she Avrote it, says, in relation to a 
spinning party: "It Avas done in 1781), to celebrate the 
adoption of the Federal Constitntion, and to encourage 
manufacturing in llhode Island. On that occasion forty- 
eight ])atriotic ladies assendded at the Court-llouse in East 
(ireenwich, Avith their OAvn AA'heels, their oavu flax, and for 
their oAvn use spun one hundred and seventy-three skeins 
of linen yarn, in one day, from sunrise to sunset. One lady 
spun seven skeins and one knot — that being the most spun 
by any one of the company. 

" The young lady Avho spun the most yarn on that day Avas 
Miss liydia Arnold, afterwards Mrs. liydia (Jreene, Avife of 
Dr. Jeremiah Greene; there Avere several Avho sj»un six 
skeins in the same time; the usual amount Avas tAVo skeins 
in a day for each to S[un." 

HoAv interesting is this reminiscnce of a custom in vogno 
in the early times of our country, and patriotically observed 
in tlie midst of the stirring scenes and important events of 
the lie volution. These "spinning matches" Avere of an- 
cient date and of long continued observance thrc)ughont 
New England, and JMumally attracted nnicli atU^ntion. 
Doiditless they aroused the deepest kind of excitement 
among our graiubnothcrs. And hoAV patriotic they were! 
They preferred fabrics of home-groAvth to foreign manufac^ 
tures. Kven the simple finery in Avhieh they choose to in- 
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diilgc must bo of native production, and in tlieir jmblio 
trials of skill and activity they forget not their beloved 
country. That " good old time," as well as nearly all of 
those noble souls who stamped upon it the imperishable 
impress of their characters, has passed away forever, and 
all is changed. 

In gazing upon this old spinning-wheel — this curious 
and venerable relic of almost two hundred years — our im- 
agination reverts to the match spoken of by ISIiss Fry, 
when forty-eight young ladies of East Greenwich assembled 
in the Court House, and, in the presence of an excited mul- 
titude, all day long ]ilied their cpiick and nimble fingers 
in the old-fashioned accon'iplishment of spinning. From 
the rising of the sun to its setting their wheels revolved 
merrily; and what a buz/iug there must have been in that 
room, and how interesting to witness such a scene under 
such circumstances. 

The Miss Eleanor Fry mentioned above was well known 
and affectionately reinend)ered by nmny people of this vil- 
lage as Cousin Ellen Fry, who was m her later years a 
rigid (Juaker, and a strict observer of the discipline and 
customs of that society ; always known as a kind friend 
and comforter in times of illness and affliction. In her 
earlier years she was a gay young lady in the high-toned 
society which then existed m East Greenwich, mingling in 
festivities of the day, and dancing with grace the stately 
minuet. Music was then a rare accomplishment, though 
two pianos were owned in this village previous to the year 
1800 — one belonging to l^Irs. Ray Greene, mother of the 
present Governor William Greene, and the other toAFrs. 
Anne Greene, widow of Nathaniel, son of General Greene. 

Cousin Ellen, in conversation, mentioned that she once 

drank tea at General Varnum's house on l*earce street, 

with Lafayette and other French and American officers, at 

the thne of Sullivan's expedition to Rhode Island, and that 

one of these officers paid her a very delicate comjiliment. 

A yellow slip of paper in faded ink was found carefully 

folded away in an old receipt book, which came into the 

possession of one who valued it for the sake of its former 

owner. These lines Avere written upon it, and it is quite 

])robable that we now read the delicate comi)lhnent to 

which she alluded : 

** For man to bow to man below 
Is caUod IdoUitry I know, 
But when Angelic forms appear 
Like thine, 'tis duty to revere." 
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The nncicnt. dnnio Avho, in her cjray apre ha<l l>ecoinc the 
universal Coiishi Ellen of her qniet village, had not for- 
cotten the time of her brilliant vonth, when as the hcanti- 
ful J\f iss Eleanor she shone in the polished society that as- 
sembled in the congenial centre afforded by the sj)irited 
little town, so deeply stirred in sympathy Avith the changes 
and chances of Revolntionary fortunes. The homely lines 
with their well-worn comj»liment, Avere ]>erhaps penned and 
presented by some honest provincial volunteer, and glorified 
to girlish imagination by the halo of patriotic devotion. 
This scraj) of crumbling ])a])er, with its fAintly traced lines, 
Avas a magical link Avhich still bound her to the lingering 
i)ast. It Avas the potent talisman Avhich called ui> alwut 
her, as she sat, lonely in the shadoAVS of age, shinnig vis- 
ions of the i)OAver, the triumphs and the glories of youth. 

SALxrETUE Works. 

During the Revolutionary War, saltpetre became a very 
scarce article. Previously all the nitre used in this coun- 
try Avas imj)orted from Europe; but at the beginning of 
hostilities the supply from this source was cut off. Nitre 
being an essential ingredient in the comj)osition of gunpoAA'- 
der, the general government gave its attention to the encour- 
agement of the manufacture of saltj)etre. Richard Math- 
eAvson united Avith others in the midertaking of mainifact- 
uring it. The saltpetre Avorks Avere erected near the old 
Avindmill grounds on Division street, on a lot still called the 
saltpetre lot. The earth Avhicli produccMl the nitre Avas col- 
lcct(?d from collars and from tlu^ <lirt uiulcr the foundations 
of the old buildings in the village. 

Caui> Manufacture. 

About the time of the erection of the salti)etre Avorks, 
Richard J\[atheAVson began the business of making Avire. 
The Avar preventing the im]>ortation of the article, wire 
AA'as very scarce and expensive. Mr. JMatheAVson used horse- 
power for draAving the Avire, and the building occu]>ied by 
him for this purpose, stood on the lot at the corner of Main 
and Meeting streets. 

About the year 1790, Richard ]\IatheAA'son and Earl 
MoAvry commenced the manufacture of Avoolen cards in 
East Greenwich, and this Avas the first establishment of the 
kind in this country. 
4 
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Earl Mowry invented anil constructed all tlie ditYorent 
machines necessary for the business ; those for puncturing 
tlie holes in the leatlier and those for cutting and shaping 
the teetli. Alt1u>ugh at the])re8ent time nia(;hi]iL>s are usod 
for this purpose, which puncture tlie leather, cut, shape and 
insert the teeth in the card, yet at that time a number of 
different processes were required to produce a card. First, 
the leather, after being cut mto suitable dimensions, for the 
cards of diiferent sizes, was put into the ma(;hine which 
made the holes for the rece]>tion of the teeth. These teeth 
wei*e made by another separate machine, which cut, bent 
and shaped the wire into the proper form of card-teelh. 
The wire, which was of different sizes, suitable for cards 
which were to be used for tine or coarse wool, came in the 
form of skeins like skeins of yarn. It was placed on a 
reel, whence it was wound oft* by the machiue as it made 
the teeth. The machine itself was a very comi)licated ami 
curious affair, and five or six of this dcscrijitiou were re- 
quired in the business of card making, which was then a 
tedious process, while at present the requisite ap]>aratus 
occu])ies a space of only two or three feet. Then, after 
the leather was prepared, every card-tooth was inserted 
separately, by the fingers of women and children, 'i'his 
card factory at that time furnished employment for a num- 
ber of persons in the village and vicmity, and many 
families depended on it as their only means of su])])ort. 
They were paid by the dozen cards for inserting the teeth 
into the leather, or, as it was called " setting cards." 

So common was this emj)loyment then, that when the 
wouien went out to "spend the afternoon," or eyening with 
their neighbors, instead of their sewing, embroidery or 
knitting, they carried their cards and tin-j)an of teeth. A 
number of young girls also found constant employment at 
the factory, occupied in examining the teeth, pulling out 
all that were crooked and defective, and insertmg perfect 
ones in their places. 

When Messrs. Mathewson and Mowry commenced the 
business of card making they made what were called " hand 
cards," used principally by the farmers' families for straight- 
ening the fibres of wool, and forming it into rolls, ready 
for spinning. But when the carding machines, driven by 
water power went into operation, and still later when the 
business of carding and spinning cotton was begun in this 
country, they turned their attention to nuiking the larger 



fiiul more expensive kind of cards required for tins purpose. 
They furuisbed all the cards used in this country for a 
nund)er of years after the cotton manufacture Avas intro- 
duced, and indeed until the machine which does all the 
work itself was invented. 

The card manufactory was in the dwellinix house now 
owned by JMrs. JjclJaron, nearly opposite the Updike J louse. 

Tanneries. 

As early as 1780 a number of tanneries were established 
in East Greenwich. The earliest one was by Nathan 
Greene, on the lot noAV owned and occupied by Dr. James 
II. Eldridge; another, oAvned and worked by (^mIcI) Greene, 
Avas located a short distance above the Orion JSIill, on the 
stream which supplies the fountains for the use of the mill ; 
another on Queen street, betAveen Marlboro and Duke 
streets, Avas OAvned by IVfartin INfiller, and another at the 
north end of the village on Main street belonged to Robin- 
son Pearce. The process of tanning at that period Avas 
entirely different from the present method. It isnoAV done 
in a short time by the use of chemicals and nnichinery; 
then it recpiired several months by hand labor to complete 
the process. Most of the bark used in tanning was brouglit 
from ]\Faine and sold by the cord like fire-Avood. The man- 
ner of grinding the bark, Avas a very clumsy and ineflicient 
one. A circular platform Avith a deep groove on its outer 
edge Avas Laid doAvn, then a large heavy stone sha]»ed like a 
grindstone A\^as made to revolve on its axis, with its edge 
in the groove, until the bark was crushed sufliciently for 
use. Afterwards a bark mill Avas invented similar in its 
operation to the old-fashioned coffee mill, Avhich ground it 
much finer, Avith less time and labor. The tan-vats Avere 
AA'ooden tanks sunk into the earth level Avith its surface, 
filled Avith alternate layers of bark and hides, and left to 
soak until the salts of tannin had converted the skins into 
leather. The process Avas completed by saturating the 
leather Avith a horrible smelling od, called gurry, the same 
which is noAV used for medicine, under the name of cod 
liv(^r oil. These tanneries suj>]»lied the surrounding country 
with all the leather then used. 

Hats. 

There were three extensive hat manufactories in East 
Greenwich prior to 18(M). The j»rinci]»al one Avas OAvned 
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by John Ca^ey, who employed a iitiniber of worknicii, and 
the building was located on the lot now occupied by the 
large brick block belonging to the firm of Browning & Fitz. 
Another hat whop owned by Daniel Davis was on the h)t 
where the (areenwich Bank Jhtilding now stands, and the 
other, owned and managed by Ezra Simmons «& Sons, was 
in the house on the corner of Main and Queen streets, now 
owned by Miss Lydia Simmons, the only remaining descend- 
ant of the once large family of Ezra Simmons. This family 
will be remembered by the people of this village for their 
talent and eccentricity. Clialoner Simmons possessed a 
taste for painting and a genius for caricature, which had 
it been cultivated, would have nmde him celebrated ; but 
intem])erance, that bane of genius, killed him at middle age. 
The other two brothers, Caleb and Harry, were steady, in- 
dustrious men, and assisted their father in the hat business, 
until the invention of machines for making hats destroyed 
their trade. The old man and his two sons would nmke u]) 
a quantity of hats, (all of the same shai)e), and then with as 
large bundles as they could possibly carry in their hands, 
they would trudge oft (single file, one behind the other) 
among the factories on the Pawtuxet, until the hats were 
all sold. 

The method of making hats at that period was a long 
and diDicult process. The hat body as it was then called 
Avas formed in this manner : a block of wood in the form of 
a cone, wet, was placed on a large table, then the workman, 
holding a long bow suspended from the ceiling, in one hand, 
M'ould snap the string of the bow among the wool on the 
table, until the wet block was covered with the fibres of the 
wool of a sutlicient thickness to form a hat. The block 
with its covering of wool was then placed in boiling water, 
until the wooly fibres became felted sufficiently to remove 
it from the block. A large co])]>er kettle set in brick with 
a furnace beneath for heating water was placed in the 
centre of the room with a wooden frame around the kettle 
similar in sha]>e to the hopper of a grist mill, only octagon, in- 
stead of square. The M'orkmen, standing around with the 
]>alms of their hands covered with sole leather to jirotect 
tliem from the hot water, woidd roll and squeeze the hats until 
they were firmly felted. The hats were then shaped on 
blocks until they assumed the desired form ; then lined, 
bound and trimmed, they were ready for sale. Among 
other eccentricities, whenever ISfr. Simmons saw a stranger 
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in the street. Avearing ti hat avIiosc sliapn was iicav to liini, 
ho would take it from his lioad, and after examining it 
thoroughly, Avould replace it on the man's head, as if it Avas 
nothing singular. 

Cotton Manufacture. 

The first cotton mill in the Town of East Greenwich 
was in the AA-estern part of the toAvnshij), about three miles 
from the village. It Avas built, I have been informed, by 
Dr. Tillinghast, and Avas called the Tillinghast Factory. It 
Avas on a small stream at the head of Hunt's liiver, and is 
still there although enlarged. It Avas built as early as lSt2 
or 1814, and the cotton yarn spun there Avas Avoven into 
cloth by the farmers' Avives and daughters, who resided in 
the vicinity, on hand-looms. The mill is noAv owned, I 
believe, by a Mr. Moon. 

In the year 1827 a com[»any under the name of "The 
East GreenAvich Manufacturing Co.," built a steam mill at 
the foot of King street near the Jail. It Avas a stone 
building four stories in height, and in size about fifty by a 
htnidre<l feet. The company consisted of Daniel Harris, 
Agent ; Ezra Pollard, Superintendent ; and Dr. Charles 
Eldridge, Albert C. Greene, Fones and Wicks Hill, C. W. 
and Daniel Greene and James P. Austin. The mill contained 
about seven thousand spindles and one hundred and twenty 
looms. The enterprise Avas not a success, and in a few 
years the company became bankrupt. Previous to the 
failure of the concern, Ezra Pollard left it, and built a 
Avoolen mill on Duke street. The cotton mill Avas destroyed 
by fire F4»bruary, 18;M). The ruins, with the site, Avere pur- 
chased by J. C. Sanford, of North IvingstoAvn, and 
Waterman & Arnold, of Providence. After laying the 
foundation for the present mill, they abandoned the con- 
cern and sold it to the firm of Pierce, Salisbury & Co., 
Avho erected the mill uoav standing there. The present* mill 
Avhen first built, was about the same size as the first one, 
but it stands in a reversed position. In 1845, Pierce, Salis- 
burv & Co. sold the mill Avith the other ]>roperty conneotod 
Avith it, to J. C. Peckham, of Providence, Avho filled it 
Avith machinery and Avorked it about four years, and then, 
after removing the machinery to Olneyville, sold the AA'hole 
concern to Thomas J. Ilill, AA'ho is the oAvner at this present 
time, Mr. lUll afterAvards built an addition on the south 
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side nearly as large as the original bniUling, and named the 
factory " The l^ay Mill." 

In 1836 C. W. and D. Greene, Wni. P. Salisbury, and 
others in New York, built a large brick mill on Main street, 
at the south end of the village — then ontside of the com- 
pact part — it was filled with machinery for the manfacture 
of fine broadcloths and called " The Union Mill." The 
company, being nnable to compete with foreign produc- 
tion, soon failed, and after removing the machinery the 
mill was closed for a number ol' years, when it was pur- 
chased by Jienjamin Cozzens. Mr. Cozzens built a large 
addition on the west end of the mill, and iuiporting ma- 
chinery from Eugland put it in operation as a cotton ]uill. 
After Mr. Cozzens failed in business, the property was 
purchased by Adams & IJutterworth, who now oi>erate it 
for the manufacture of print cloths. The mill is now 
called "The Orion ]\[ill," and runs about 15,000 spindles. 

A serious accident happened to this mill about two 
months since. One of the six large boilers exploded with 
terrific force, killing the fireman instantly, anil injuring the 
engineer. 

Woolen Manufacture. 

During the year 1836 Ezra Pollard built a woolen mill 
on Duke street and manufactured Kentucky jeans. It was 
a two-story wooden structure, standing at the north eiid of 
the village, and operated two sets of machinery. It after- 
wards passed into the possession of liichard 1 lowland. In 

the year it was destroyed by fire and the next year 

Mr. llowland built a larger brick mill on the site of the 
old one. The second mill contained three sets of ma- 
chinery, and was operated by Mr. James AVaterhouse until 
the year 1868, when it was again destroyed by fire. In the 

year it was rebuilt by Mr. llowland on a still larger 

scale, but was never put in operation, and still remains 
vacant. 

Print-Wouks. 



The "Oreen's Dale lileachery" was built by the East 
Greenwich JSlanufactnriug Co., Aloses Pearce aiid others. It 
was on a small stream at the south end of the village, called 
the Maskerchugg, but was operated by steam power. It 
was used as a bleachery for a time by a ]\lr. Thornly, and 
S04)n after came into the possession of (leorge J. Adams, 
who converted it into a " print-works " for printing mouslin 
delaines, where was printed the first goods of this kind in 
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tlic Uiiitod StJiicH. TIiCHc ilelaincs, were a rich iiinl bpauiiful 
article, and were sold in 13oston, New York and other cities 
as of French niannfactnre, very few people believing pwch 
elegant fabi*ic8 conld be j»n>dnced in this conntry. Mr, 
Adams taking the hint, had tickets ]»rinted hi the French 
langnage attached to the ]»rints, and many ]>cople wore 
dresses Avhich were printed in East GreenAvich, supposing 
they were of foreign production. The ])rinting was done 
with wooden blocks, by Scotch and English workmen, some 
of M'hom were fine artists in arranging^ and combining various 
rich tints. Soon afterwards JMr. A^ams was induced to re- 
move to Taunton, Massachusetts, Avith his same Avorkmen 
and manager, (Mr. Monoch), but there the business was a 
conifileto failure. For some reason, (perhaps Avnnt of purity 
in the watei* used), he could not bring out those cle.ir and 
beautiful colors he was able to produce at East Greemvich, 
and the result was he abandoned the Avorks at Taunton and 
returned to Maskerchugg. After his return the "calico 
])rinting machine " coming into use, he turned his attention 
to calico ])rinting, Avhich he prosecuted Avith success imtil 
the year 1850, Avheu the Avhole establishment, Avith the excep- 
tion of the dry sheds, Avas burned to the ground. The 
Avorks Avere soon rebuilt, and operated by George J. Adams 
for "IHue IVinting" until 1853; from 1853 to 1856 
they Avere ojierated by Adams & ButterAvorth in " IVladder 
Printing;" from 1856 to 1858 they Avere oj)erated by 
James 0. Butterworth alone, Avheu they Avere again de- 
stroyed by lire. Undismayed by these calamities, the 
oAvners rebuilt the Avorks on a still larger scale, and leased 
them .to ]\f r. Theodore Schroeder, Avho o[)erated them until 
August 2d, 1802. Mr. Schroeder, Avho Avas a native of 
Oo])cnhagen, Denmark, continued to reside on the ])remises 
until his death, in the year 1867. Since 1862 the print- 
works have been operated by Adams & J>utterworth. ' 

BuAss Foundry. 

About sixty years ago CromAvell Salisbury operated a 
foundry for making brass andirons, shovels, tongs, and sujv 
porters, on INIarlboro street. He was a A^ery ingenious 
mechanic, manufacturing his own metal, inventing liis own 
patterns, and making the iron j)ortion of his articles at his 
OAvn forge and anvil. These articles Avere very rare at that 
time, and he supplied the country around for a number of 
years. His patterns Avere very beautiful ; many of them are 
still in existence and highly valued, Some of our readers, 
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perhaps, may not know A\liat snpporters are. They are small 
pieces of brass in a semi-oircniar fonn, and fastened each 
side of a ii re-place to snpport the shovel and tongs in an 
upright position. Mr. Salisbury made many other useful 
articles, which, at that time could only be procured by im- 
portation. 

Coir Brusu Manufactory. 

In the year 1873 Mr. John Earnshaw commenced 
making coir mats and brushes, on Duke street. Ife in- 
vented and patented his own machines, and at present he is 
the only manufacturer of coir brushes in the United States. 
Coir is made from the fibrous portion of the husk wliic^i 
covers the cocoanut. It is principally imported from Cal- 
cutta, although large (piantities are made by the natives on 
the coast of Africa. 

The fibrous portion of the husk after being sej)arated 
from the nut, is macerated in water, until by fermentation 
all the gelatinous portion is dissolved, leaving the fibres in 
a state to be spun into a coarse kiiid of yarn. The natives 
spin the fibre by rolling it on the knee with the hand until 
there is twist enough to form it into a coarse thread, which 
is then made up into skeins ready for export. It is im- 
ported in bales, each weighing about two hundred and fifty 
pounds, in the form of small skeins, very tightly packetl, 
and will make four brushes to the pound. 

The first process in manufacturing the brush consists in 
reeling the skeins on s])ools. These are placed on a frame in 
front of a folding machine, then a boy Avith this machine 
folds the yarn into layers for two brushes, then coiiipress(,'S 
them and cuts them apart at the rate of four hundred 
brushes per day. The next process consists in binding 
around the brush and stitching it on, and it requires two 
binders to one folder. The brush is then finished by shear- 
ing and trimming. They are used mostly for scrubbing 
floors, and are called the "coir scrubbing brush." Mr. 
Earnshaw makes them for a firm in ]3oston, called the 
"National JSranufacturers' Co." 

Mr. Earnshaw is also the inventor of the flour sifter, on 
which he receives a royalty on every one sold, and a ma- 
chine called the "Earnshaw needle loom," for weaving 
ribbons and other narrow fabrics, which he sold to a firm 
}n New Londim, Conneclicut. 
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JI An I INK Siior. 



In ilie yenr 1845 a. iwo-Ktory wooden buiMing w.is 
<M*(H',tocl at tlie corner of Division i\Ui\ JMarlhoro streets, by 
7\s:i ArnoM, for a niacliine sIh»|». Mr. Arnold was a <le.- 
secndant of the Sniithiicld Arnolds and the Greenes of 
Potowomut. He was Avell known throughout New Eng- 
land by the past generation, for his invention of the com- 
]»ound n)otion, m* differential wheels, applied to the cotton 
s|>eeder. This invention has been in use on all speedcre 
throughout the world for over fifty years, and has never 
been su])erseded or improved ujmn. 

The machine shop was used for the first four or five 
vears, for the buildincj of cotton machinerv, mechanics' 
tools, machines for making pressed brick, and doing repairs 
for the mills and print-works. Since 1850 to the present 
time it has been occu]>ied by his son, ]S[r. Benjamin Arnold, 
for building machinery invented by him for knitting seines 



and fishing nets. 



CHAPTER IV. 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES— FRIENDS. 



TiiK following history of the Society of Friends, or, us 
they are sometimes styled, Quakers, is probably tlie most 
full and reliable account of that Society now extant. 

The writer of this paper, Mr. Daniel Kenyon, in giving 
an account of the Friends of Ithode Island, has judiciously 
adhered to the original phraseology of his sect. J lis jieople 
may have outgrown their need for these forms of expres- 
sion, but they are eminently curious, vahiable, and worthy 
of preservation, as remains illustrating a period in the his- 
tory of the past. Language is the fluid amber which hard- 
ens in the lapse of tune, and shows us extinct forms of life 
ini])risoned in its substance. 

Fifty years hence the speech peculiar to the Friends 
will scarcely possess a single interpreter. Few followers of 
Fox Avill then remain to enlighten the "world's ]>eople" con- 
cerning such enigmatical phrases as "a meeting for suf- 
ferings," or " a renewed engagement," or " a testimony of 
denial," to " appear in supplication," or to be " bound by 
convincement," expressions descriptive of inward states, 
which the world knows by less formal names. Yet these 
quaint words were the signs employed by moral teachers 
whose deeds and names the Avorld will not willingly let die. 

This curious sectarian dialect, as used Avithin the narrow 
1ioun<laries of our Stale, was <lrawn from the teachings 
and experiences of men who inculcated the broadest free- 
dom in church and state. Their ideas have been devel- 
oped in that very education which enables their successors 
to smile or sneer at the language of the old worthies. The 
modern liberal, before condemning his }iredecessors, should 
pause to inquire whether his liberality be not a legacy from 
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tlioiii. Tli(> ])r('seiit owes iiiiirc to tlie pMSt tluin can be os- 
timaiod or acknowledge*!. 

Religious "cant" is to the sectarian the speech of heaven. 
To the ninn of the world it benrs the invarial>le stamp of 
hypfM-risy or iinhecility. More careful thinkers will look 
deeper for the causes of a phenomenon recurring among all 
]>rofessed religionists. Doubtless there is a jjliilosopliical 
necessity for the new arrangement of language appertain- 
ing to each new manifestation of religious intuition. There 
must be an outward and visible sign, however imperfect, 
to indicate the presence of the inward and spiritual grace. 
In dealing with subjects above mortal ken, as the wisest 
are the iirst to acknowledge, who shall l>e the judge of the 
manner in which an "inward light" may be made known? 
This striving after new forms oi expression in which to set 
forth the truths felt to be new, fimls its most notable mod- 
ern illustration in the strange "gift of tongues" possessed 
by the discijdes of Edward Irving. It was the last effort 
of human utterence to convey the inexpressible, and it re- 
sulted in a literally incomprehensible jargon. But so long 
as the seekers after the spiritual trutli continue to believe 
that its revelations can be formulated in human language, 
it will remain no more strange that they should crave the 
use of a mystical phraseology than that the author of dis- 
coveries in physical science should in recounting them 
recpiire the use of a terminology unintelligible to the un- 
learncMl. 

Kvcry man who honestly believes that he has let in new 
light upon our dim consciousness of that vast s]>iritual 
region which encompasses us, has an undoubted right to be 
hc^anl, an<l his chosen mode of expression ceases to com- 
mand resj)ect oidy when it becomes the vehicle of hypoc- 
risy. l>cfore it Avas an accredited speech, now indeed it is 
a " cant." Kach new system of thought in science, ]»hiloso- 
j>hy, or religion, must create its outward forms aiul build 
up its esjiecial phraseology by the active energy of its in- 
ward life; just as the growing moll usk sh a] »es his slowly 
hardeniui' shell. But the creature within is free. Nature 
]»lans no jM-isons, and the expomiders of a theory received 
to-day have no right to ask that it shall be ])er]»etuated in 
similar forms of expression through the to-morrow of the 
future. 

Among such religionists as announced a new spiritual 
illumination, yet did not endeavor to make the human mind 
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a chattel by handing down the fetters of the present to be 
the burden of the fiitniH}, but rather believed with the 
noble Puritan, that " God had yet more liglit und truth to 
break forth out of His holy word." Among theso few a 
])lace of honor must be reserved for witnesses to "truth's 
testimony," the Friends. 

The Society of Friends has been identified with Fast 
Greenwich and its vicinity from the very earliest period of 
its settlement. Some families of this sect were the first to 
seek an asylum from persecution in the new Colony of 
Illiode Island, where liberty to worship God according to 
conscience was granted by its founder, who was himself a 
fugitive from religi(»us tyranuy. Tliey located upon the 
beautiful island whence the State takes its name ; set the 
]>loughs1iare into the once fertile plains of Old Warwick, 
and their herds cropped the grassy hill-sides of Coweset. 
They erected the first house for public worship in this 
vicinity. A resident once remarked, " The i)eo])le of Fast 
Greenwich were either (Quakers or nothing. Perhaj)s tt)o 
many of them belonged to the latter class. 

As the history of Fast Greenwich would be incomplete 
without tracing the progress and decay of this denomina- 
tion, wo will give an account of their prominent members 
and ministers, together with such anecdotes and ])ersonal 
reminiscences as may seem interesting to the present gen- 
eration. As much ignorance jirevails respecUng the rise, 
doctrines and church government of this Christian sect, it 
is proposed to preface these annals with some account 
thereof. 

The sixteenth century was a period of great agitation. 
Various religious subjects, modes of faith, and forms of 
w^orship began to be freely discussed. The reformation of 
Luther swept away the ecclesiastical barriers which had 
been erected in the interests of bigotry and superstition. 
The sunlight of truth and knowledge was beginning to 
dawn upon the dark age of ignorance when the mystic 
circle of Popery was broken, lint the progress of religious 
truth was always slow, and another century elai>sed before 
it dawned i\\iou the minds of men, that neither popes, nor 
kings, nor synods, nor clergy, were the keepers of conscience. 
The Church of Fngland, established by that august mon- 
arch, upon whom Pope Leo conferred the title of "De- 
fender of the Faith," had become only a shade less corru]»t 
than the ancient hierarchy which it had displaced. The 
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people saw iliat the Pope ]>roinulgatc<l bulls and hurled 
anathemas in vain, and hegan to entertain and exi>ress o])in- 
ions of their oun upon religious subjects. Numerous dis- 
senting sects s]>rang into existence, all of whom suffered 
more or less persecution from those who supported the 
established church. 

At this day it seems strange that it should have taken 
mankind so long to grope their way to complete freedom of 
thought and o])inion. The principle of j)roselyti8m, either 
by persuasion or force, seems to be implanted in the human 
breast, and although doubtless intended for a good ]>urpose, 
its oflice has been frequently abused. Even now it takes but 
little opposition to arouse the spirit of persecution; not as 
in those days with prison, scourge and torch, but with the 
harsh epithets of controversy, oi*the sharp tongue of slander. 
None suffered more at the hands of civil or ecclesiastical 
tyranny than the Friends,, or as they were first styled in 
derision, Quakers^ who had George Fox as their founder, 
together with his coadjutors, William Penn, Thomas El- 
W(»od, (George Whitehead and Robert Barclay, who began 
to hold and establish meetings about the year ItifiO. 

Coming out from the Ejiiscopal Church of England, 
whose forms and ceremonies, authority and ])ractices they 
discarded, the fmidamental doctrines Avhich they promul- 
gated did not differ materially from the tenets held by that 
body. Their belief in the Trinity, in the efficacy of the 
SavH)iir, in faith, in repentance, in justification, in i>urifica- 
tion and sanctitication, in eternal rewards and punishment, 
and in the inspiration of the Scriptures are the same ; l)ut 
they rejected the sacraments as mere outward forms. 
Agreeably to the commands of Christ's sermon on the 
mount, they disapproved of M^ar and fischting, and declined 
to swear before a civil magistrate. They disap|)roved of 
nmsic as an auxiliary of divine worship, and thought some- 
thinj; beyond a mere literary education was required as a 
qualification for the ministry. A spotless life, a degree of 
religious experience together with the immediate ojieration 
of the divine spirit ui)on the heart, were deemed recpiisite 
for the ])erson who undertook the oflice of a religious 
teacher, while all were enjoined to honesty, sobriety, tem- 
perance and industry, without neglecting love and broth- 
erly kindness. 

An accession of members was never made by what are 
known Jis revivals, and they had little faith in rapid and 
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exciting conversions. Like Moses, tliey have not found 
God in the wilderness, or in the lire, but in tlie still, sninll 
voice. They preached the light of Christ within, as God's 
gift for man s salvation, whence followed rei»entance, obe- 
dience and amendment of life. They did not consider 
vocal sounds always essential to the promotion of divine 
and acceptidde worshii», "for as God was a s]»irit, worship 
must be in sjnrit and in truth." Tliey considered it proi'M- 
able to sometimes sit together in silence for reflection and 
self-examination, that the mind might turn itself inward 
and listen to the "still, small voice" that whispers ap]>roval 
or C(»ndemnation in the quiet recesses of every heart. They 
considered the Dible in its proper interpretation as the rule 
of failh and practice by which the i)ious ('hristian shouhl 
be governed, acknowledged in then* original purity the 
evangelical doctrines of the New Testament, made man a 
free and responsible agent, but avoided the useless discus- 
sion of those mysterious dogmas of foreknowledge and 
foreordination which had vexed the brains of theologians 
and distracted the church. 

The form of church government which now prevails was 
established at an early date in the history of the Society, as 
were also separate business meetings for Avomen Friends, 
whose coequal rights, not only in conducting the aft'airs of 
the Church, but m the office of the ministry, were fully 
recognized. The highest ecclesiastical body known in the 
Society is a yearly meeting, and each yearly meeting is an 
independent coordinate organization, composed of several 
quarterly meetings. These comprise sundry monthly meet- 
ings, which jtre made up of subordinate prcjiarative meet- 
ings, the lowest form of church organiziition. There are 
several yearly meetings in America, each comprising its 
own section, as indicated by its name, as New England, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Ohio Yearly Meetings. 

New England Yearly Meeting is composed of the cpuir- 
tcrly meetings of Rhode Island, New Bedford, Falmouth, 
Dover and others, llhode Island (Quarterly jNleetiiig is 
made up of tlie monthly meetings of East direenwich, »South 
Kingstown, Providence, Newport, and Swansea. East 
Greenwich JVlonthly JSreetinginchules the preparative meet- 
ings of East Greenwich and Coventry, and the meeting is 
held at these places alternately. There were formerl}' ])re- 

1)arativemeetuigs at Wickford and Cranston, but they have 
)een long since suspended, and the meeting-houses sold. 
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Eadi yearly meeting lias its book of discipline, or eluirdi 
rules an<l advices, which difTer slightly, although their main 
|>oints conform to each otJier. (Certain queries respecting 
the jMirity and consistency of the mend)ers are required t.o 
he answered periodically hy all the suhordinatc meetings, 
and a summary of the answers is prepared at the yearly 
meeting, which shall indicate the condition oft he Society. 

Exemplary members arc appointed as overseers in each 
monthly meeting to report all breaches of morality, deco- 
rum or discipline. Any persons, whether male or female, 
whose public a])pearauce in sj)eaking is favorably regarded 
and whose remarks are profitable and edifying, are recom- 
mended or approved by the monthly, quarterly and yearly 
meetings to which they belong, and thereafter they can 
travel in the ministry and appoint meetings if they deem 
it their duty, after being provided with a certificate of 
the approval of the particular meeting to which they be- 
long. " Weighty " members of the society, of dee]) relig- 
ious experience, who liave never been called to the min- 
istry, are recommended and approved as elders, and such 
P^'icuids often accom[»any ministers in their journeys to 
preach the Gosi)el as comi>anions. They claim all child- 
ren as members whose parents belong to the Society, but 
they are disowned if, when having reached the years of re 
ligious understanding, they fail to be consistent, and it not 
unfrequentlv hai)pens that youths are led astray by the 
charms of pleasure, the vanity of fashion, or the temptation 
of vice. 

Each monthly meeting is required to support its own 
poor, and never ])ermit tliem to become a bunlen to the au- 
thorities; and it is enjoined that the children of the poor 
shall be educated at the expense of the Society. Funds 
for lUMU'ssary expenses are raised by contributions from 
the members of each meeting according to their ability. 

All members are advised against the use of all spirit- 
nous Hc|uors and tobacco, except for medicine; to abstain 
from vam amusements ; to avoid places of public resort, 
and to keep in true moderation and temperance on all occa- 
sifuis. 

Their marriages are solemnized at a i)ublic meeting, 
the parties having previously declared their intentions and 
obtained permission of the monthly meeting, by rising in 
the presence of the audience and taking each other by the 
hand, the bridegroom saying, " In the presence of this as- 
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seinbly I take this my frieiifl, Knchel Pcnii, to be my wife, 
promising through divme assistniiee to be unto her a kind 
and afEectionate husband, until it shall ])1ease the Lord by 
death to separate us," or words of similar import. The 
bride repeats the same with the names reversed. A cer- 
tificate is read .and signed by the parties, and witnessed by 
those present, when the ceremony is comi)leted. A wed- 
ding witli invited guests, a reception or a tour follows, at 
the pleasure or caju'lce of the contractors. The laws of 
England, as well as those of the United States, recognize 
this form of marriage, and divorces are never known among 
the Friends. The laws also have legalized the form of 
ailirmation by which the oath is avoided, but Friends en- 
dured much persecution, and a long time elapsed before it 
was conceded. 

In conversation they use the pronouns tliee and thou in- 
stead of you in speaking to one ])erson, as being both scrip- 
tural and grammatical ; and avoid addressing either eciuals 
or Hujieriors by magniiiccnt titles. They recommend ]uaiu- 
ness of a])parel, and discard all useless personal adornment, 
as well as the changes of fashion. In the coat and hat of 
plain Friends of the i)rcsent day we discern the court dress 
of the seventeeth century, without its lace, and even the 
drab silk bonnet which covers, but does not adorn the face 
of a modern (Quakeress, was once a fashioniible head gear, 
and doubtless excited the admiration and envy of the court 
belles of the period. 

William Penn, who was both a scholar and statesman, as 
well as a consistent Friend, thus discourses upon the vani- 
ties of his day : 

" What rich embroideries, silks, feathers, lace bands, and 
the like, had Abel, Enoch, and good old Abraham V Did 
Eve, Sarah, Susannah, Mary, and Elizabeth curl and pow- 
der, patch, paint, wear false locks of strange colors, rich 
points, trimmings, laced gowns, shoes with slipslaps, laced 
with silk and ruffled like pigeons' feet? ITow many plays 
did Jesus Christ and his apostles recreate themselves at? 
What poems, romances, comedies and the like, did the 
apostles and saints make, or use to pass iiway their time 
withall ? I know they bid all redeem their time, to avoid 
foolish talking, vain jesting, ]>rofane bablings and fabulous 
stories ; to work out their salvation with fear and trembling, 
to ilee foolish and youthful lusts, and to follow righteous- 
ness, peace, goodness, love and charity." 
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The FricMidK linvo novor been aolivo in inakinix jM'osrlvtep, 
biit no sociof V looks closer after tlie eliaraeter and welfare 
of its members. \V<»lve8 in the jj^arb of the flock will ap- 
j>car in every fold ; but gross delinquency is ])romplly dealt 
WMtli, and the subject tbrust incontinently without the ]»ale 
of membership. The Society, almost from its origin, has 
suffered various schisms and divisions, which have rent it 
seriously and reduced its members. A ]»urely sj>iritual re- 
ligion, whose modes of worship avoid all extravagant dis- 
j)lay does not readily address itself to the senses of the 
neophyte, and therefore gains but slowly. As the profes- 
sion which they make was exalted, so when they permitted 
their high s]>iritual stanilard to trail in the dust they became 
dry, withered as a worthless branch. No society ought to 
be clearer from the taint of bigotry and sui>ei*8tition, yet 
they have sometimes fallen into the lines of letter and 
form, while dull rej^etition and lifeless ceremony has taken 
the place of spirit and power. 

In every yearly meetnig of the Society a committee con- 
sisting oi from twenty-five to fifty members of worthy 
character, sound judgment and exemjilary life, are appointed 
from time to time to constitute what is termed a "meeting 
for sufferings," and they meet whenever any matters re- 
cpiire their attention. It is their province to review all 
writings or manuscripts j»roj»osed to be published by any of 
the members which relate to the religious principles or 
testimonies of the Society; to correspond with other yearly 
meetings, and in general to represent the Society in ail 
cases wIkmc its reputation and interests are concerned. 

In New Kiigland this meeting originated at a very early 
pcM'iocI, on account of the sullVrings of Friends who were 

1»ersecuted for their faith or distrained to <lo military duty, 
t was desired to take cognizance of all grievances where 
any Friends might be affected in either ])ers«)n or ])roj)erty, 
or in regard to their Cinistian testimony, to advise, counsel 
and assist as best wisdom might direct ; and any aggrieved 
Friends might ap[>ly to this meeting ns circumstances might 
recpiire. Wealthy and liberal Friends gave freely of their 
substaiuM? to reli(iV(! the sufTerings of their less forttmate 
bretihren, as well as others who were not members of the 
Society from time to time. Friends have suffered both in 
person and ])roperty on account of their conscientious re- 
fusal to do military service. There >vere several instances 
in Rhode Island during the late war, and as they utterly 
refused to light they were detailed for hospital dutj'. 
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The fincieiit records of Greenwich Monthly Meeting sliow 
an entry like the following : 

"At our monthly meeting held at Kant (4recnwich the 
2lKt 4th month, I'/Oti, this meeting received HO hooks of 
Daniel Gould's writing, concerning Friend's sufferings in 
Boston, from Rhode Island yearly meeting, for which is to 
pay twenty shillings." 

3d Month, 1706. "Friends from Providence present 
their sufferings, which are ordered to the quarterly meet- 
ing, and Samuel Comstock, and Edward Boss are appointed 
to attend the same." 

2d Month, 1738. "South Kingston preparative nieeting 
gives an account to this meeting, of the sufftM'ings of John 
Greene and Klisha Baker, on account of their sons n(»t a)>- 
pearing on training day, to the value of ten shillings each 
person." 

9th Month, 1738. "This meeting gathered Eleven 
Pounds for Ezckiel Woodward, he having suffered loss hy 
lire." 

2d ]\[onth, 1740. "This meeting received a pajier signed 
by John Greene, giving account of suft'erings, to the value 
of fourteen shillings taken from him hy Elisha Arnold for 
his son not appearmg in the quality of a soldier ; and like- 
wise received one paper signed byEbenezer Mott giving ac- 
count of suffering to the value of Eighteen shillings taken 
by John Maxon, clerk of a training band, for his not ap- 
pearing in the (piality of a soldier." 

It was cases^ like these which promoted the organization 
of a regular committee about the year 1770, since which 
time a "meeting for sufferings." has been an auxiliary to 
each yearly meeting. 

Separate meetings, attended only by those ])ersons who 
have been raised to the station of ministers or elders, are 
held prior to quarterly and yearly meetings, and are termed 
" select meetings." 

General meetings, or as they were afterwards called, 
yearly meetings, were held at a very early date in various 
parts of Great Britain. The Urst of which any account is 
given was held at Swannington, a town in ]/iecestershire, 
in 1654. 

Five years later, 1650, a general meeting was held on 
the island of lihode Island, upon the 9th day of the 4th 
month, (old style), now the sixth month, and it is probable 
tliat a yearly meeting has been held there annually ever 
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since. Tlio yearly lueetinu; tlierefore of New Enj^lam! was 
the first established in America, or ratlier their general 
meetings grew into a yearly meeting. 

As early as 1058 there were fifteen ministers laboring in 
New Knglan<l and the South, and before the end of the 
year most of them were in ]»rison. The following years 
witnessed persecution of the severest character in the 
colonies of New England, and many suffered death for 
truth's sake. 

But Uhode Island was a secure refuge from the scourge, 
the prison, the gallows and the branding-iron ; for even 
some of the early governors and ofiicers of high rank 
professed that religion which aroused every evil passion in 
the breast of the conscientious Puritan. At one of these 
great gatherings of Friends in Rhode Island the authorities 
of Boston were greatly alarmed, fearing that they would 
form themselves into an army and .attack them. 

In the year 1072 George Fox attended the yearly meet- 
ing, and mentions in his journal that he tarried at Nicholas 
Kaston's house, who at that time was Governor of Rhode 
Island. lie also attended a marriage at a Friend's house 
who had formerly been Governor, lie says: 

" When this jijcneral meetiuij: in Rhode Island was ended it 
was hard for Frien<ls to ]»art, for the glorious ])ower of the 
Lord, which was over all, and I lis blessed truth and life 
Ihiwintr amongst them had so knit and united them 
together, that they spent two days in taking leave one of 
another." 

lie lirhl a. meeting in Rrovidc^nce in a great barn, which, 
he says, " was so throngc^l with j»e(»ple that I was exceed- 
ingly hot and persjured much." Tradition says that dur- 
ing this visit he preached under a tree in Old Warwick, 
which stood upon the land now owMied by John Ilolden, 
Escp lie held a large meeting at Narragansett, twenty 
miles from Rhode Island, to which peojde came from Con- 
necticut and other ])art8 aromid. 

(Treenwich monthly meeting of Friends was first held at 
the house of John Rriggs, Kingston, on the second day of 
the week in the fifth month, lOlM), as ajipears by the follow- 
ing extract ; 

"At the yearly meeting in Newport, on Rhode Island, 
the rith of 4th month (now sixth) 1099, it was the mind of 
the meeting, that the monthly men and M'onicu's nieeting 
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should bo at the house of John Briggs, on the second day 
of tlie week in tlie iiftli month, for business ; the meeting 
proceeded to business on the day mentioned, and it is the 
mind of this meeting tliat John i3riggs take the account of 
the meeting in writing." 

It was established under the name of Narragansett 
monthly meeting, and comprised the territory of Provi- 
dence, Warwick, East Greenwich and Kingston. Khode 
Island (Quarterly Meeting was established the same year, 
composed of the monthly meetings of Rhode Island, Dart- 
mouth and Narragansett. 

It appears that the First day meetings were held in Kings- 
ton, ])robably near Wickford, at the dwelling house of Joseph 
Hull, who was a speaker in these meetings, but in conse- 
<pience of a difference between Jack Turner and him, and 
some dissatisfaction expressed by Friends respecting liis 
conduct, it was resolved that the Aveekly and First day meet- 
ings be held lit the house of William Gardiner, until further 
order from this meeting." 

At this period men and women's meetings for business 
were held together. Three monthly meetings Avere held at 
the house of John Briggs; then they were held at the house 
of Jabez Greene, in Warwick, i)robably at Potowomut, 
until a meeting-house was erected. On the 4th of lilarch, 
1700, the place of holding meetings on First day was again 
changed. It was to be held two f'irst days at the house of 
John Watson, and two First days at Joseph IIulPs house, 
and not at William Gardiner's for " several " reasons. 

• Before the close of the year it was resolved to build a 
meeting-house, as appears by this ancient record : 

"At the monthly man and woman's meeting in the house 
of Jabez Greene, this 5th. of 12tli. mouth, 1G99, its the mind 
of this meeting that Ebenezer Slocum and Daniel Cogshall 
are chosen to appoint where a meeting house shall be built 
and set uj) for this ])urpose, to wait upon God in, and to 
worship him in spirit and in truth." 

This meeting-house was placed on the land of John 
Spencer, about half a mile southwest of the village of East 
Greenwich, near the four corners, and just west of Payne's 
grist mill. I'he building was begun and so continued, that 
at a men's and >vomen's meeting at the new meeting-house 
in East Greenwich, "Ye lid day of ye 7th month, 1700, it 
Avas agnied that a meeting be kept there on every First 
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(Jny, that is, at tlie aforcsaifl ineoting-lionso, by all that are 
willing there to meet." The meeting-honse aiul lot were 
not conveyed to the Society nntil 1704. The qnaint trans- 
fer is found upon the record book in the handwriting of 
John Heath, the town clerk : 

"This indenture, made iJlst day of ye sixth month, 
called August, in the ninth year of the reign of our sover- 
eign Lady Anne, CJueen of Kugland, and in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand seven hundred and four, between John 
Spencer of East Greenwich, in ye colony of llhode Island 
and Providence Plantations, yeoman, on ye one ]>art, and 
Benjamin Barton, Jabez Greene, John Greene of Warwick 
and Zachariah Jenkens, Abner Spencer of aforesaid colony, 
husbandman, of ye other part; witnesseth that ye said John 
Spencer, for and in consideration of the sum of twenty 
shillings current money of New England, do sell, by com- 
putation sixty three and one half rods, be it more or less, 
being that part or ]»arcel of land on which stands a certain 
meeting-house in which ye j)eople called (Juakers usually 
meet in East Greenwich." 

This ancient document further provides, that none of the 
grantees shall divide it or sue out writs of division or par- 
tition, but hold the same during their natural lives in com- 
mon, and to the survivors and survivor of their heii*s and 
assimis forever. 

This spot is now enclosed by a substantial wall, and 
within its precincts, marked by rude stones, rest the re- 
mains of many of those venerable Friends who worshi]>ed 
within the walls of the old meeting-house more than one 
Imndred and fifty years ag(». Wliat changes have been 
wrought since they rode to meeting on saddle and ]iillion, 
dismounted at the old stone horse block, crowded its quiet 
aisles, sat in. silence or listened to words of truth ! 

As we turn the time-stained pages which bear the record 
of faithful labors, we mark then* zeal ; admire their forti- 
tude under persecution ; respect the patience with which 
they tried to reclaim false brethren ; reverence their godli- 
ness, and desire vaiidy to imitate their lives. 

Although the house was used for meetings, it remained 
unfinished until the 3d month, 1703, when Peter Greene, 
Jabez Greene and Thomas Grecnall were a])pointed a com- 
mittee to finish it. The next month the following minute 
appears : 
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" Upon further consideration of ye fiuisliing our meeting 
house, it is seen convenient by this meeting yt tliose three 
Friends may omit ye finishing at ye present, yt tliey may 
propagate ye buiklnig a small addition to ye meetinghouse, 
as they may see convenient." 

The addition must have been very small, perhaj)S only a 
portico, as the account for its construction of one pound, 
ten shillings and three pence, was ]n*esented a few months 
afterwards. 

A great number of families must have belonged to the 
monthly meeting at this period, and they continued to in- 
crease for half a century. Some of tlie ])rominent Friends 
"were Benjamin Ihirton, John JJriggs, Jabez Greene, Wil- 
liam Knowles, Rowland Robinson, Ebenezer Blocum, Sam- 
uel Perry, Thomas Arnold, Henry Knowles, Tliomas 
Greenall, besides Joseph Hull and William Gardiner, who 
were at least conspicuous, and retained so much of the 
"Old Adam," that they received and justly deserved the 
frequent admonitions of their watchful brethren. At one 
monthly meeting Samuel Perry and Edward Carter were 
appointed to speak to Daniel Abbott, to be more careful to 
attend meetings, which he promised to do, and at another, 
" Friends are advised to be careful and bring up their fami- 
lies, in ye fear of ye Lord according to truth's testimony." 

It will be seen by the preceding sketch, that the erection 
of the first house for divine worship on the Avestern shore 
of Narragansett Bay, is justly claimed by the Society of 
Friends, seven years before the building of St. Paul's 
Church in Kingston — which Avas removed to Wickford in 
the year 1800, and is now standing in a very dilapidated 
condition, to the disgrace of the parish — and twenty-eight 
years before Trinity Church, first built in Newport in 1702, 
was removed to the shore of Coweset l^ay, and placed 
midway between East Greenwich and Ap])onaug. 

When the Rev. James McSparran, a Scotch clergyman 
of the Church of England, who ])ossessed both learning 
and elocjuence, was sent to the Colony by the " Society for 
the Propagation of the Gosj>el in Fonngn Parts," in the 
year 1721, he found the country filled witli what he termed 
" Quakerism and other heresies. He says, ( hnjmdently ) : 

" In Rhode Island no religion is established ; there a man 
may with impunity be of any society or of none at all ; but 
Quakers are for the most part the |»eo]»le in power ; there 
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have been two inciniibonts here before me; bnt iieitlier of 
them liail resolutioii enough to graj»j»lc with the diiliculties 
of the mission above a year. In 1700, after Quakerism and 
other heresies had in their turn nded and tinged all the 
inhnbitants for th(i s|»ae(» of forty-six years, the ('hureh of 
Enghmd, that had been h>st here through the neglect of the 
crown, entered as it were unobserved and unseen, and yet 
not witliout some success. A little church was built in 
Newport, the metropolis of the Colony, in 1702, and that 
in which I ofliciate in Narragansett in 1707. I entered on 
this mission in 17*21, and found the peo])le not a Tabula 
rasuy a clean sheet of paper upon "which I might make any 
impression I pleased ; but a field full of briars and thorns 
and noxious weeds, that were all to be eradicated before I 
could implant in them the simplicity of truth." 

It seems the Reverend Doctor did not succeed in eradi- 
cating those Quaker thorns and briars, but on the contrary, 
being so firndy rooted in the soil, they overrun and crowded 
him out. Dr. McSparran ceased his labors in 1757, and 
was buried beneath the connnunion table of the Church in 
South Kingstown, whose interests he had served so well. 

He was succeeded by the Jlev. Samuel Fayer weather, 
who, Avith less talent, had less tolerance than his ]>redece8- 
sor. Jle complains bitterly that Quakers, Jiaptists, Fanatics, 
Ranters, and Infidels, swarm in this jiart of the world, and 
says that "]\fany good books arc wanted in the Nnrragan- 
sett country for the su]>pression of Deism, Infidelity and 
Qnakeris7ny 

That th(» Friends did not readil}- endjrace the discipline 
and teaching of that power which had despoiled them of 
their property, dragged them to prison, and which they had 
crossed the ocean to escape, nor listen receptively to the 
]»rea(^hing of those ex])onents of K]»iscopacy who wished to 
establish in the New World the union of church and state 
cannot be denied ; but whether they could be classed with 
Infidels and Deists with any degree of pro]>riety, the follow- 
ing " D(^clarntion of Faith ' will show, which was pid)1ished 
in 1(572 by one of the pioneers of the Society : 

" We do own and l)elicve in the oidy wise, omnipotent 
and everlasting God, the creator of all things, hoth in 
heaven and earth ; who is God over all, blessed forever; to 
whom be all honor and glory, dominion, j^raise and thanks- 
giving, both now and forevermore; and we own and be- 
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lieve in Jesus Christ, his only and beloved son, who was 
conceived by tlie Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary ; 
in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins ; and mtc own and believe that he was 
made a sacrifice for sin who knew no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth ; that he was crucified for us in the 
flesh, without the gates of Jerusalem, and that he was 
buried) and rose again the third day by the power of his 
Father, for our justification ; and that he ascended up into 
heaven, and now sitteth at the right hand of God. lie it 
is that hath now come in the Spirit, and hath given us an 
understanding that we may know him that is true ; he rules 
in our hearts by his law of love and life, and makes us free 
from the law of sin and death. Ife is our nuidiator that 
makes peace and reconciliation between God offended and 
us offending ; He being the oath of God, the new covenant 
of light, life, and grace iind peace, the author and finisher of 
our faith. Concerning the Holy Scrij)tures, we do believe 
that they were given wrth by the Holy Spirit of God, who, 
as the Scripture itself declares, through the Iloly men of 
God, spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

Without entertaining extravagant ideas of the purity 
and piety of our forefathers, for human natm-e is the same 
in all generations, it is safe to assert that the standard of 
morality among the Friends in that day was well main- 
tained, and departures from it promply noticed. Much 
labor was exj)ended to reclaim the erring ; but if, after re- 
])eated admonitions they walked in forbidden paths, the 
final remedy was excommunication. 

The manner in which many members were admitted in the 
Society seems rather curious at the present time, and was 
called " marrying into the Society ; " that is, if one of the 
parties to a marriage was a Friend, the other, by being mar- 
ried under the auspices and according to the custom of 
the Society, would be afterwards recognized as a member, 
and their children would become birthright mend>ers. 
In this way many steadfast Friends came into the Society, 
and sometimes became a])proved ministers, thus showing 
the mighty power of love ujion the heart. Doubtless many 
a worldling has been won from the base pleasures of the 
" broad way " by the superior attractions of a fair face. 

The phraseology used by Friends in the marriage cere- 
mony varied considerably j)revious to the year 1710. A 
marriage recorded in Yorkshire, England, has the following 
brief certificate : 
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" George Musgrave loved Ann Brock, and slie became 
his wife publicly in the congregation, ui)on the twentieth 
day of the present month, in the year 1(563. (Signed by 
seventeen witnesses.)" 

East Greenwich has nothing equal to this, for either ago 
or brevity, as no certificate a])pcar8 to have been recorded 
prior to 1699, when the monthly meeting was regularly 
established. Marriages were frequent in the " old meeting- 
house" for half a century. It was not unusual for the 
notice of two intentions of marriage to be given at one 
meeting, and the parties " liherated^^^ as it was called, to 
proceed according to the devout order of truth. The book 
111 which the earliest marriages were recorded is not extant. 
The following is a copy of the certificate of one of the 
primitive marriages solemnized in the old East Greenwich 
meeting-house : 

"New England: Henry Tucker, of Dartmouth of ye 
county of Bristol, son or Abraham Tiwker of ye same 
place, and Phebe Barton of Warwick in ye colony of 
Rhode Island, darter of Benjamin Barton, of ye same place, 
having declared their intentions of taking each other in 
marri«age before several public meetings of ye people of 
God called Quakers, in East Greenwich, according to ye 
good order used amongst them, whose proceedings therein, 
after <leliberate consideration thereof, were approved by 
the said meeting, they appearing clear of all others, and 
having consent of parents and relations concerned, now 
these are to certify to all whom it may concern, that for ye 
full accomplishing of their said intentions ; this sixth day 
of ye eighth month one thousand seven hundred and four ; 
they ye said Henry Tucker and Phebe Barton, in a public 
assembly of ye aforesaid people and others, met together 
for that end and purpose and according to ye example of 
ye holy men of Grod, recorded in ye Scriptures of truth ; 
in solemn manner he, ye said Henry Tucker taking ye said 
Phebe Barton by ye hand did openly declare as f olloweth : 
Friends, I desire you to take notice, that in ye presence of 
God and before this assembly I take this friend, Phebe 
Barton, to be my wife, promising to be a faithful friend to 
her till death doth separate ; then and there ye aforesaid 
Phebe Barton declared as follows ; Friends, I desire you to 
take notice, that in ye presence of God, and before this 
assembly I take this, Henry Tucker, to be my husband, 
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promising to bo a faithful wife till death make a separation.. 
And ye said Henry Tucker and Phebe Barton, as a further 
confirmation thereof, did then and there to these presents 
set their hands ; and we whose names are hereimto sub- 
scribed being present amongst others at ye solemnization 
of their said marriage and subscription m manner afore- 
said, as witness thereunto have also to these presents 
subscribed our names ye day and year above written. 

Henby Tucker. 

Phebe Barton. 

(Signed by Benjamin Barton and twenty-five others.)" 

Many of the names appended to these old certificates are 
curious and quite as unique as some of the fancy names of 
the present day. If names enhance the qualities which 
they represent in the persons who bear them, the virtues of 
thiBir possessors must have been conspicuous as a reward 
for wearing them througli life, such as Desire Greene, Con- 
tent Richmond, Plain Wilkinson, Deliverance Reynolds, 
Increase Greene, Experience Hull. 

Sometimes the youthful members instead of bringing 
their partners into the Society by marriage, went out them- 
selves ; and when so married were deprived of the right of 
membership, unless a suitable acknowledgment was made 
for their disorderly conduct. It is an old adage that " Love 
laughs at locksmiths," and it is often disrespectful to the 
barriers of creed and sect. 

William Wanton, who came to Newport in 1704, from 
Scituate, Massachusetts, and was made Governor of the 
Colony in 1732, was a consistent Friend in early life. Both 
his father and brother were Quaker preachers, and j>opular 
exponents of their doctrines. Before his removal he was 
married to Ruth, the daughter of Deacon Bryant. She 
was a Congregationalist, while he was a rigid Quaker. 
So religious objections to the match were raised on both 
sides, when William said, " Friend Ruth, let us break away 
from this unreasonable bondage ; I will give up my religion 
and thou shalt give up thine, and we will both go over to 
the Church of England and go to the Devil together.'* 
The compromise was earned out so far as marrying and 
uniting with the Church of England, but whether it was 
fully completed the chronicle fails to infoim us. 

It used to be customary for Greenwich monthly meeting 
to appoint two or three Friends to serve as visitors in each 
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particular meeting, or as the ancient scribe wrote it, " wisi- 
tors," whose duties in reporting breaclies of good order or 
misconduct were similar to those of the overseers now ajv 
pointed. They were expected to visit the families of 
Friends from time to time; to settle dilTcrenccs, and report 
to the meeting all "disorderly walking." 

Epistles from one meeting to another were very f recpient, 
and they embraced any subject of religion or morals which 
seemed to require attention. There were several meetings 
held in this vicinity which were called at that time yearly 
meetings. At one of these held on the 10th of 3d month, 
1703: 

" It is agreed by this our yearly meeting, that John 
Briggs shall write and send ye minds of this meeting to 
our friends dwelling in the Narragansett )>arts, they having 
been very slack in their coming to our monthly meeting." 

One of the earliest subjects which claimed attention was 
the support of the testimony which they had always borne 
against carnal warfare as ap])ears by the following minute : 

" This yearly meeting being the 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th 
of ye 5th month, 1700, having taken into consideration the 
baits and snares that have been laid to betray the innocent, 
would revive this our ancient testimony by way of exhoi*ta- 
tion to all Friends ; and it is our desire that all Friends 
and their children stand clear in their testimonies against 
wars and fightings and learning to war ; and also against 
paying directly or indirectly for not training or bearing 
arms, but to suffer patiently or gladly the spoiling of our 
goods, or what the authority shall see fit cause to inflict 
upon our persons for the testimony of our consciences ac- 
cording to Christ's examples ; and also against the ])aying 
the hireling priest or towards the maintaining or repairing 
houses; or anything contrary to the testimony of truth. 
Given forth at our yearly meeting and signed by those ajv 
pointed from ye several nionthly meetings ancf also quar- 
terly in Newport and to be read in the monthly and quar- 
terly meetings. 

" Signed by James Burrill, 

° jAcon MOTT, 

EOBNRZRR SloCUM, 

Edward Wanton, 
And others." 

Young men were frequently " dealt with " for going 
with a " train band," and many instances of suffering were 
reported like this : 
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" Samuel Greene came to Peter Greene's house ye 6th 
month, 1700, and demanded 2 shillings for not training and 
he took a pewter platter which cost 8 .or 4 sliillings ; again 
he came ye 25th of ye 12th month, 1700, and demanded 6 
shillings for not training; and he took a leutlicrn deerskin 
which cost 3 shillings ; again he came ye 25th of ye 3d 
month 1701 to Peter Greene's house, and demanded 2 shil- 
lings and 5 pence for not training, and took a pewter plat- 
ter which cost 12 shillings." 

While they could bear smd suffer for the sake of con- 
science, they sometimes descended from the lofty ground of 
spiritual liberty to modify personal freedom. In 1720 
Greenwich monthly meeting considered the matter relating 
to " perewigs," with this order : 

" Friends here think, if any one wants one, yt he shall 
acquaint the monthly meeting of it, and they are to judge 
whether he wants one or what sort of one he shall wear." 

It has been truly said that there is but one ste]) from the 
sublime to the ridiculous and it certainly brings a smile to 
the face of reverence, to see how gravely our forefathei*s 
discussed this trivial subject. 

The following advice respecting mamages was received 
and read at Greenwich meeting from the quarterly meet- 
ing at Newport, held on the First day of the 7th month, 
1702: 

" In a weighty sense it being pro]>o8ed and agreed to, 
that our ancient friend and brother, advised; be revived 
and continued by and amongst Friends ; that is that all 
Friends in their second marriage ; not any Friend, man or 
woman, let their mind out to another wife or liusband, 
within a year, which shall be decent, comely, and of good 
report, and will answer ye witness of God in all people. 
And if any Friend or Friends are found to let out their 
minds contrary to ye above advice and agreement, such 
proceedings by this meeting will be accounted forward and 
out of unity of ye body of Friends." 

The Kingston Friends were not so constant in attending 
meetings, nor so consistent in all things as their exemplary 
brethren at East Greenwich desired, so an epistle was pre- 
pared and sent to them as follows : 

"This is to be road in ye meeting of Kingstown Friends 
as followeth : — At our monthly man and woman's meeting 
in our meeting house in East Greenwich ye 20th of 7th 
month 1708, this meeting being somewhat disturbed with a 
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seuso of ye love of God towards our souls in revealing ye 
invisible spirit of his blessed grace and truth in us, and in 
ye sensible feeling of the same ; we send this epistle to 
you, our well beloved friends in Kingstown meeting, who 
nave somethnes met with, in sense and feeling of ye great 
love of God unto us ; neither let us foi-sakc ye assembling 
of us together as ye manner of some of us have been, and 
were destroyed by ye Destroyer ; neither neglect weekly 
meetings ; and why should our distance of j)lace hinder 
our monthly meetings of you with us, and us with you, and 
especially meetings of business which is of great concern, 
for dear friends we desire and it is ye salutation of oui* 
love to you that all our meetings may be kept up and in 
^ood season ; and that ye plain language, and ])lainness of 
apparel may be upheld in our families ; and that ye blessed 
everlasting truth of God may be witnessed to grow in and 
amongst us ; and that current running which ye God of 
heavenly love hath opened in us, that may not be stoj)ped 
with earth as ye Philistines stop]>ed the outward wells of 
our ancient faitliful fathci-s ; and in that love we advise 
ou may always grow, and* us also, that in it we all may 
are well in love and faithful obedience in ye requirings of 
ye everlasting truth of God, and where have been a negli- 
gence there may be amendment. — By agreement of ye 
mcetinc:." 

Kos])ecting the yearly meetings alluded to above, we 
find this notice : 

" At the monthly man and woman's meeting this 22d 4th 
month, 1702, it has been seen expedient to alter the second 
first day's yearly meeting that was kept each in ye third 
month at ncnjnmin J^artoii's, hereafter to bo kept in East 
Greenwich meeting house, and ye next day being ye second 
day of ye week, and to be ye men and w^omen's meeting 
yearly hereafter ; and the last first, day in ye fifth month, 
ye yearly meeting in Providence ; and ye seventh day of 
ye week before a yearly meeting, is to be kept in Warwick 
at Benjamin Barton's house." 

These meetings were well attended, many people coming 
from a distance for that purpose. Frecpiently, traveling 
Friends were present. Thomas Story, an eminent minister 
from England, says in his journal : 

" On the 28th of the fifth month, 1704, we went to War- 
wick to a yearly meeting, which was to begin there the day 
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following, at tlie liouse of Benjamin Barton, and continued 
by adiourament to the meeting house at Providence, the 
next day being the first day of the week." 

It would seem that the Greenwich people of that day were 
not a little puffed up with their own righteousness, and 
scarcely qualified to advise or rebuke their Kingston breth- 
ren. Like the Athenians they probably passed much time 
in hearing and telling something new, for he adds : 

" On the 31st I was at East Greenwich at another meet- 
ing where I was concerned to speak against divers enormi- 
ties, especially whispering, backbiting, traducing and 
villifying as the works of the evil one and of the flesh ; 
and after the meeting several persons went to Ebcnezer 
Slocum, an honorable and able minister of truth, and made 
confession of things they had unjustly repeated against 
him and asking his forgiveness." 

There were several able ministers who resided within the 
limits of Greenwich monthly meeting at this time, who 
occasionally traveled to other parts of tlie country to 
preach the Gospel. Among these were Samuel Comstock, 
Peter Davis, Silas Carpenter, Henry Knowles, William 
Hall and Mary Hull his wife, and James Scriven, or as he 
has usually been called, ^^ Scribbens." 

The first half of the eighteenth century may be consid- 
ered as the most prosperous period of the Society in this 
vicinity, and yet it receivea but few additions of aduH 
members by request or by convincement ; and we have 
already shown how rapidly after this period its members 
were aiminished by the death of the aged, and the tendency 
of the young to stray from the fold. 

The James Scriven previously mentioned, who belonged 
to Greenwich monthly meeting, was quite a character in 
his day, and many anecdotes are related of him. He came 
to reside in South Kingstown, from Long Island, probably 
about the beginning of the year 1732, near which time he 
was married to Hannah, daughter of Jonathan Shearman, of 
North Kingstown, and thereafter made Narragansett his 
home. His natural abilities were very poor. He bad hardly 
sense enough to eat and drink with propriety, and could 
not earn his own living, so that the expression '^ as weak 
as Scriven— or Scribbens " has passed into a proverb ; yet 
he was a most wonderful preacher. The Society was obliged 
to render him assistance, as appears by a minute of Green- 
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wich montlily mectino:, held at South Kingstown, 4th month, 
1741 : 

" This meeting orders the treasurer to deliver twenty 
shillings to our friend James Scriven, U) buy corn for his 
present necessity." 

He used sometimes to travel as a minister, and on these 
occasions was generally accom])anied by Peter Davis, who 
found it particularly necessary to watch over him. It was 
customarj' to place cider on the (able in those days, and 
when James took up the tankard Peter would say, "Tako 
care James, that is very strong cider." He generally at- 
tended the yearly meeting at Newport, and on his return 
to his lodgings, after being engaged in public testimony, 
boasted, before a roomfull of ])eople, that ne preached, and 
preached excellently, too. "No, James," said a Friend 
who was j»resent, " Thou art greatly mistaken ; thou liast 
not preached this day, it was thy gift that j»reached." 

On one occasion of his benig at Newport, it so ha])pened 
that while walking on the street alone, he Avas met by a 
minister of some other denomination who was aware of his 
]»roverbial weakness, and who challenged him to a ]>ublio 
discussion in relation to Friends' princijjles and doctrines, 
which he very readily accej»ted. Time and j)lace were de- 
cided on, when James went back to his bxtgings and re- 
ported it to his friends, who were not a little alarmed at 
the intelligence, and told him it wouW never do, for the 
minister was a man of sense and learning, and would cer- 
tainly get the advantage ; that he must consider his own 
infirmities, and the cause of truth. But James continuing 
inflexible, and confident of success, said that he had ac- 
cepted the challenge, and it would be very dishonorable to 
flinch — not only so, but " his good master would stand by 
him and support His own cause." The Friends finally 
yielded and bore him comj»any, and were greatly relieved 
when he came off entirely victorious. 

He lived near Dr. McSparran, the Episcopalian mission- 
ary, and he was usu.illy employed in some way that re- 
quired little thought or skill. At one time he was building 
a stone wall by the roadside. The learned lieverend 
Doctor, who entertained a most contemptible ojiinion of 
the Quakers in general, and of James Scriven in particular, 
(and which was certainly reciprocated), in passing by on 
horseback, reined up his steed and thus accosted him, "Well 
James, how many barrels of pudding and milk will it take 
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to make forty rods of stone wall?" Whereupon James 
dropped the stone which he held in his hand, and looking 
at tiie self-sufficient Doctor, said, " Just as many as it wiU 
take of hireling priests to make a Gos))el minister." 

It is related that a lawyer of some eminence attended a 
meeting in which James Scriven preached, and was so 
much affected by what he heard, that at the close of the 
meeting he requested some Friend with whom he was 
acquainted to introduce him to the s])eaker, commending 
the service in strong terms, and remarking that so great a 
preacher must be a very sensible and learned man. The 
Friend did not encourage this, but endeavored to divert 
him from his pur])Ose by informing him that there would 
be a meeting at another place, the next day, where the man 
who was so much interested followed him, and was even 
more affected than before by his testimony, and agnin de- 
sired to meet him to converse on religious subjects. The 
Friend, who was finally unable to resist his importunities, 
introduced them to each other; but, on attempting to con- 
verse, his disai)pointment was so great that he exclaimed 
forcibly to the Friend, who had done his best to prevent 
the meeting, " Why he is a fool." 

Although brevity is not always a peculiarity of the dis- 
courses of Friends, their sermons have sometimes been 
quite remarkable in this way. In the meeting at which 
Robert Barclay, the Apologist, was convinced of the truth 
of the principles of the Friends, we are told that but three 
sentences were spoken, thus : " In stillness there is fullness ; 
In fullness there is nothingness ; In nothingness all things." 

Samuel Atkinson, of New Jersey, once delivered the 
following short but ])ithy discourse : " Sheperds and shep- 
erdesses take care of the lambs ; wolves are very hungry m 
snow time." At another time the comment was even 
shorter than the text: "Put off the old man with his 
deeds ; a long job for some of us." 

Our aged neighbor, Captain Jose])h S]>encer, has a dis- 
tinct recollection of attending meetings in the old East 
Greenwich meeting-house, when a boy, and relates an anec- 
dote of a brief sermon. A traveling Friend had a])pointed 
a meeting there, and according to the usual custom general 
notice had been given. The people of the neighborhood 
and from. a distance came in crowds to the meeting, and 
the house was filled M'ith an anxious audience, all eager to 
listen to the noted preacher, whose reputation had gone 
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before liiin. After sitting some time in silence, he arose 
and said, " Friends, I think it is best for every one to mind 
their own business," and then sat down. In due time the 
meeting closed, and the audience dispersed, some of them 
expressmg dissatisfaction and others disaiipointment. Al- 
though this discourse was given a great while since, nearly 
fourscore years of observation ai)d reflection only confirm 
the value of it for when relating the incident. Captain 
Spencer adds, " It was the greatest sermon that I ever 
heard in my life." 

In the 4th month, 1718, Providence monthly meeting 
was set off from Greenwich and established as a separate 
monthly meeting ; and about three years later, in 1721, a 
meeting for worship on the third First day of every month 
was settled in Warwick, and it was recommended that : 
" Some minister or ministers belonging to our monthly 
meeting shoidd attend ye same." Greenwich monthly 
meeting was then composed of the ])reparative meetings of 
East Greenwich, South Kingstown and Westerly, and the 
meeting was held alternately at East Greenwich and South 
Kingstown, until the latter was established in the 3d month, 
1748. 

Soon after this the monthly meeting was held alternately 
at East Greenwich and Neshanticiit, now Cranston ; and 
this arrangement was continued until a meeting-house was 
erected in Coventry. 

A very prominent name which appears frequently in the 
minutes of Greenwich monthly meeting is that of Nathsin- 
ael Greene, the father of General Nathanael Greene, of 
Revolutionary fame. 

He was born on the 4th of the 9th month, 1707. lie be- 
came a preacher in the Society, and was often used in the 
service of the church. He married Phebe, the daughter of 
1>enjniuiu Greene, of Providence, on the 13th day of the 
9th mouth, 1733, in the Friends meeting-house at Neshanti- 
cut. She lived but a few years, and he was again married 
in 1739, to Mary Mott, of Newport. This estimable woman 
became the mother of the future General, who was destined 
to render his country such material service, and make the 
name he bore as im])erishable as the history of his native 
land. In his youth General Greene was always in the habit 
of attending Friends' meeting, b\it the peaceful precepts of 
Quakerism could not restrain the promptings of an adven- 
turous sj>irit, and against the wishes of his exemplary pa- 
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rents he assumed the responsibility and danger of a mili- 
tary life. It is related of his excellent mother, although 
we do not vouch for the truth of it, that, after having failed 
to ])ersuade her son from entering the Continental anny, 
she said to liim ^' Well, Nathanael, if thee must engage in 
this carnal warfare, never let me hear of thy being wounded 
or killed with thy back to the enemy." 

Our late townsman, Howland Greene, used to say that 
he distinctly remembered seeing General Greene mount his 
horse from the ancient stone horse-block which stood near 
the old meeting-house, and which continued to stand there 
as an interesting relic of a former age and custom, until a 
vandal hand was raised to destroy it within the la»t twenty 
years. 

It has already been mentioned, how careful Friends have 
always been to preserve the moral purity of their members, 
and to notice promptly all "disorderly walking." In 1740 
we find where a young man was overcome with strong 
drink, that a committee was appointed to visit him, and as 
he expressed sorrow and contrition for his fault, and more- 
over signed a pa])er of condemnation to be read in a public 
meeting, he was forgiven. 

In 1743 Greenwich monthly meeting accepts a paper of 
condemnation, drawn against one John Potter, for "his 
vile disorder of passing counterfeit Bills in imitation of the 
Bills of Public Credit of this Colony." In the same year, 
with a modest distrust of his own ability. Job Jenkins de- 
sires the advice of Friends how to manage in his temporal 
affairs, and the meeting accordingly appoints three Friends 
" to visit him and give him such aavice as they think most 
to his advantage and the honor of truth, and make return 
to the next monthly meeting." The advice which was given 
him was to lessen his family by placing out his children as 
apprentices, and it a])pears that he accepted this prudent 
counsel. 

When Friends remove from one monthly meeting to 
another, it is customary to state if they are free from all 
marriageable eiigageniontK. 

When Silas Carpenter, who was a minister of the 
Society, was about to remove to North Carolina, in 1745, 
the meeting appointed two Friends to inquire into his 
circumstances and conversation and how he had left ])ro- 
vision for his ancient mother. They moved slowly in that 
day, for after three months the committee ro])orted that 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 91 

they hfid made strict inquiry into his circnnistances and 
clearness as to marriage, and that tliey find his hnsiness 
well settled, conversation good, and clear from any entan- 
glement with any one in marriage. 

It was customary in the early days of the Society of 
Friends for them to consider all persons as nicmhors who 
regularly attended their meetings, and the care of the 
" visitors " was extended to all families who were measura- 
bly consistent in their life and conversation ; and when- 
ever any went astray, a " testimony of denial," would be 
pre]>ared and read in a public meeting, like this : "Whereas 
Daniel Comstock hath beat and abused a man, with other 
disorderly walking, for which this meeting do deny him to 
be of our profession till he rejjcnt and amend his ways. 
Signed by order of our monthly meeting, held at East 
Green wich ye 20th of ye 10th month, 1708, by Benjamin 
Barton and ten others." It was towards tlie close of the 
eighteenth century before members came into the Society 
by formal application and request. 

John Briggs, the first recorded clerk of Greenwich 
monthly meeting, being removed by death in the year 
1708, Jacob Greene was appointed in liis stead, who served 
the meeting until 1721, when he was released and Jeremiah 
Gould received the appointment. He was an excellent 
scribe, according to the testimony of his penmanship, and 
the records Avere neatly kept ana plainly written during 
eighteen years, until bodily infirmities compelled him to 
ask the appointment of some other j)erson. His request 
was reluctantly granted, and John Greene, of Potowomut, 
assumed the clutics of clerk. He filled the oflice for twelve 
years, until 17r>l, until his failing sight rendered him inca- 
pable of writing, and Thomas Aldrich was then appointed. 

Soon after the middle of the eighteenth century the 
Society began to decline gradually. The general meetings 
were given up, not because they were not well attended, 
but because they drew together a crowd of disorderly 
pleasure seekers, who talked trade and swapped horses, 
with occasional scenes of riot. Various other denomina- 
tions, whose meeting-houses sprang up here and there, pre- 
sented modes of worship in more alhu'ing forms, and when 
death made a vacancy tiiere were none to fill it. 

Having noticed most of the peculiarities of the Society 
in the olden time, with their manner of conducting the 
affairs of the church, we will pass lightly over a period of 
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fifty yej^rs, until the uiiieteentli century opened «a new era, 
pregnant witli change, and sowing broadcast the seeds of 
decay. The abolition of negro slavery in Rhode Island, 
and the recognition of the United Colonies as an indej>end- 
ent nation at the close of a severe and ])rotracted revohi- 
tionary struggle, had materially changed their social and 
political relations. This ])eriod is the broad moat which 
separated the modern from the ancient ; the living, breath- 
ing, acting present from the misty character of the past, 
where shadow and substance are often blended. Tliis 
period brought much persecution and suffering to the So- 
ciety of Friends, who faithfully maintained their traditions 
and testimonies against the sinfuhiess of war, at a time 
when the refusal to bear arms aroused a suspicion of dis- 
loyulty. TJie loss of ]>ro])erty, and sometimes the loss of 
liberty were the penalties which our ancestors cheerfully 
paid for their devotion to principle. 

The era of 1800 introduces another generation, and their 
family names are connected with the ))resent day. The 
ancient order had ]>assed away, and ^^ slept with their 
fathers." They worshiped no longer in the old meeting- 
house, which was never defaced (in their opinion) by either 
paint or plaster ; or dismounted from saddle or pillion at 
the stone horse-block, A more imposing house of worship 
had been erected, and the affluent had thrown aside the 
saddle for the ease and luxury of a two-wheeled chaise, 
while less wealth or greater parsimony jolted to meeting in 
a springless wagon with a "grasshopper" seat. 

The clerk of Greenwich monthly meeting was Beriah 
Collins, and it was composed, as it had been for sixty years, 
of the preparative meetings of East Greenwich and 
Cranston. 

The lot of land on which the new meeting-house was 
built was purchased of Ethan Clarke by Sylvester Wicks, 
who was a committee for that purpose in 1804, and the 
house was erected by John Smith the same year. The site 
is the most eligible tiiat could be selected, and commands a 
prosi>ect of great extent and beauty. The meeting-house, 
which is still standing, and occupied by a small remnant 
who })rofess the faith and follow the forms of worship of 
this once highly favored Society, was first located with its 
gable end to the street, and was very near to it, fronting 
towards the south. It was placed in this awkward position 
by a whim of Sylvester Wicks, who was a prominent mem- 
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ber, as well as an elder, and considered wealthy in that 
day — and a very reasonable whim it was, as every ])ubIio 
building should front the south if possible, so as to pet all the 
sunlight during the time it is nsually occu|ncd. The 
Friends' meeting-houso is not 8o well arranged for health at 
the present as it was formerly, as the building now fronts 
to the east instead of the south, and the windows are cov- 
ered with blinds, shutting out the glorious sun, and giving 
it a dismal, prison-like aspect. Sylvester Wicks built and 
resided in the house now owned by Christopher Hawkins, 
just south of the meeting-house, and he also owned some 
thirty acres of land in the vicinity of his house. This land 
is now laid out into streets and is covered with dwelling 
houses, a public school-house, and the Lutheran Church. 
Benjamin Howland, who supported well his family reputa- 
tion for apt and pithy forms of expression, once said that 
"Sylvester Wicks ought to have been disowned for ])lacing 
the meeting-house so awkwardly." It was removed farther 
from the street, and turned around in the year 1850, nearly 
fifty years after it was erected, when it received the addi- 
tion of a jet, and other repairs. It was not adorned by 
paint, either without or within, until about the year 1845, 
when it was painted on the outside ; nor were the grounds 
beautified until recently ; but the general appearance of the 
house was that of an agreeable simplicity. The lot on 
which the house stands was a gift from Sylvester Wicks, 
upon the condition that it should always be used for a 
Friends' meeting-house, otherwise it should revert to his 
heirs. 

The modes of transacting the affairs of the Society after 
the beginning of the present century assume more formal- 
ity and exactness. On the admission of members a com- 
mittee is aj)pointed to visit the applicant, and if they 
believe the desire of membership originated in the persua- 
sions of truth, and their religious principles are found to 
be in accordance with the faith of the Society the com- 
mittee report favorably, and the candidate is accepted. On 
the removal of members from the limits of one meeting to 
another, certificates of their standing were always sent, 
even though the person was only a youth or minor. 

"To Greenwich Monthly Meeting — Dear Friends, 

Aza Arnold, son of Benjamin Arnold, is now serving an 

a)>prcnticeship, within the verge of your monthly meeting, 

and his father requesting for him our certificate ; we there- 

6 
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fore cei*tify that he is a member of our monthly meeting, 
and was, when with us, an orderly lad ; as sucli we recom- 
mend him to your Christian care and oversight, with desires 
for his preservation and growtli in the truth. 

" Signed by order of a montlily meeting, held at Provi- 
dence, 26th of 2d month, 1806, by Ojiadiaii Brown, Clerk." 

Some of the prominent membei-s of that day were Syl- 
vester Wicks, raul Greene, John Langford, John Casey, 
Robert Hall, while some of the younger men were much 
used in the affairs of the Society, as Thomas Anthonv, and 
Daniel, Benjamin and Thomas Ilowland. John Smith re- 
sided in Wickford, where a meeting-house had been built, 
and Warwick and Cranston were represented by Klisha 
Harris, John Greene, Isaac Fiske, Rowland Greene, Jona- 
than Knowles and Lloyd Greene. Ann Smith was an 
approved minister who attended Wickford meeting, and 
often visited distant parts of the country in that service ; 
Sylvester Wicks was an elder, but preached occasionally. 
John Casey, Daniel Ilowland, Thomas Anthony and Row- 
land Greene, were all apj)roved ministers. 

We will give a few salient points in the life and charac- 
ter of these men who have already passed from the stage 
of life, but are well remembered by persons of the present 
generation. John Casey was one of the most attractive 
and powerful preachers that ever belonged to Greenwich 
monthly meetnig. Of scarcely medium height, and rather 
inclinea to corpulency, his form was always arrayed in a 
well iitting suit of drab, while a broad-brimmed hat of the 
same color, shaded a face that was both handsome and intel- 
lectual. It was usual at that day to have tAvo meetings on 
the Sabbalh, both morning iuid afteniooii, and such was 
the desire to hear him that the house would generally be 
filled, and sometimes extra seats were placed along the 
aisles. He was the son of John Casey, of Newport, and 
was married in the year 1797, to Kebeeca Proud, the 
daughter of John Proud, foi-merly of Newport. She was 
the grand-daughter of John Proud, Jr., of Newpoit, who 
in the year 1738 was married in the old meeting-house to 
Ann Greene, of Potowomut. The father of this John 
Proud, Jr., emigi*ated from England and settled in New- 
port, where he followed the business of chair making, a 
trade in which other members of the family have been pro- 
ficient at a later date. John Casey was a hatter by trade, 
and had many apprentices to whom he taught the business. 
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He owned ami occn)»ic(l the house next nortli of the Court 
House on Main street, in the basement of which was a drug 
store, then styled an aj^otliecary sliop, whicli was conducted 
mostly by his niece, Amey Proud. 

Tlie crowds wlio flocked to licar John Cnncy ])reacl» and 
wondered at liis ))owcr, litth' thought tluit he was moved 
by a spiritual influence so objectionable. Occuj)ying an ex- 
alted position in the Society, and peculiarly gifted in the 
service of the ministry, often extending his gosj>el labors to 
quarterly meetings in other states, an insidious appetite for 
tlie stimulating influence of intoxicating fluids obtained 
such power over him, that ho sacrificed everything to its 
gratification. People were amazed, but that did not change 
the fact. Friends persuaded, and committees admonished, 
but without effect. He wns invited to silence, but paid no 
attention, and finally giving no hope of improvement or 
reformation, he was disowned by the Society, and a testi- 
mony of denial read against him at a public meeting. 

The members of the Society of Friends used to be very 
free and social in their intercourse with each otlier, and the 
hospitality of tlieir houses wns generonsly proffered. On 
the occjision of monthly and quarterly meetings it has 
alw.ays been customary for those residing near the place of 
meeting to ]>rovide entertainment for all who came from 
a distance, and as East Greenwich was no exception to this 
custom, most of the resident families made extensive pre- 
parations for these occasions, even if they were not mem- 
ers. It was not uncommon, forty years ago, for the meet- 
ing-honse to ho conqiletc^ly fiUed on the day th;it the Ithode 
Ishmd (iuarterly Meeting was hehllicre, and there wouhl be 
as many as an hundred horses and carriages within the 
yard. But tliat is all changed, and the limited numbers that 
now nssemble here come mostly by stonni and rail. 

The (piarterly meeting is held during the first week in 
May, one of the pleasantest months in the year, and as a 
steamer from Fall River and another from Newport is 
chartered for the day to bring the Friends here in the 
morning and take them away at night, a number of others 
who have relations and friends residing here, take that oj>- 
portunity to make a visit for the day, so that quite a festi- 
v.al is made of the occasion. 

Daniel Rowland was an approved minister, who was 
contem)»orary with John (^asey. He was the son of Daniel 
and Philadeli)hia Howland, and was married in 1793 to 
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Sarah Greene, daughter of Richard Greene, of Potowomut. 
He was a man of large stature, and inclined to corpulency, 
but was very lively in conversation, with the heartiest and 
most mirthnil laugh ever heard, and his genial nature en- 
deared him to a Targe circle of friends. He traveled fre- 
quently in the service of the. ministry, visiting different 
parts of New England, and sometimes extending his jour- 
nevs to the more distant meetings of New York and Penn- 
sylvania. His sermon was never long, but some thought it 
a trifle prosy> and he always preached the same one. It is 
said that William Almy, whose wealth and position gave 
him the self-constituted right to snub and reprimand whoso- 
ever he pleased, was once dining with Daniel Howland and 
others at a Friend's house, when William said, " Daniel, why 
does thee preach the same sermon over and over again? 
Daniel quickly replied, " When thee and my other hearers 
pay heed to my advice, then perhaps my Divine Master 
will give me something more to say. He never coveted 
either the wealth or honors of the world, but cultivated a 
small farm for his sup])ort. If wanting in worldly wealth, 
he was rich in faith, and in the assurance of a treasure laid 
ui> where " Neither moth nor rust can corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal." 

Another minister of this period Avas Rowland Greene, 
who resided in Cranston, whence he removed to Plainfield, 
Connecticut, where a meeting-house was built and a i)repara- 
tive meeting held, which formed a part of Greenwich monthly 
meeting, lie returned to Cranston about the year 1835, 
where he continued to reside until his death. He Avas a 
physician by profession, but his frequent journeys in the 
ministry j>re vented his acquiring a regular or lucrative 
practice. He was of medium height, and dressed in a suit 
of light drab with knee-breeches, up to a late j)eriod, when 
the small-clothes gave place to pantaloons, and the drab 
was discarded for brown, the two only colors then worn by 
Friends. With a pleasant and pensive face, he pos- 
sessed a voice that was musical and persuasive, although 
his sermons were not remarkable for depth or eloquence ; 
but they always ])leased his hearers, and frecpient visits to 
to the meetings of Friends all over New England and else- 
where, rendered his name familiar wherever the Society 
was known. 

Thomas Howland was raised to the station of an elder 
in the Society of Friends at an early period, and through- 
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out a life wliicli tcnninalcd nt an atlvanced age, lie was an 
active member and thoroughly identified with the affairs of 
the Society. He owned a farm in East Greenwich, adjoin- 
ing that of his brother Daniel, about two miles from the 
village, where he chiefly resided. When the Friends' 
Boarding School was established in Providence, he was a 
teacher in that institution for some time. His personal 
appearance was attractive. Being about six feet in height, 
but sparely built, he possessed a countenance whose expres- 
sion was at once astute and benignant, as his manner was 
both authoritative and kind. Perhaps no person in New 
England Yearly Meeting had greater influence, and none 
whoso counsel was more frequently sought than Thomas 
HowLand's. His suavity of manners and ecpianimity of 
mind secured the love of his friends, while his keen wit 
and sound judgment, expressed in choice language, made 
him formidable m controversy. Without being strained, his 
politeness and affability seemed born of courts, and uicluded 
all in its range ; rich and poor, young and old, were greeted 
alike, and always with an air of interest and condescen- 
sion. In the business meetings of the Society his remarks 
were always )>ertinent, nnd if he spoke amidst the tumult 
and confusion of town-meeting, the people at once became 
tranquil and listened with respectful attention. lie was a 
valetudinarian for many years, and the number of coats and 
wrapi)ers in which he was envelo)>ed when attending meet- 
ing in inclement weather was truly wonderful. He man- 
aged to withstand all the blandishments of feminality dur- 
ing a long life, and died in the sunnner of 1845, as he had 
lived, a bachelor, in the eighty-seeond year of his ago. 
Always deeply interested in the welfare of the Society, 
and especially solicitous for the guarded education of its 
youth, he fulfilled more than fourscore years, and passed 
from " works to reward." 

Lloyd Greene was a character whose uneventful life and 
sorrowful death might well " point a moral." He was a 
brother of Dr. Rowland Greene, resided at Old Warwick, 
and was a consistent Friend and preacher, though his gift was 
not sufiiciently extensive to merit the recommendation of 
the monthly meeting. The first meeting-house built at 
Warwick was partially destroyed in the severe gale of Sej>- 
tember 23d, 1815, and Sylvester Wicks, who had removed 
from East Greenwich to Cranston, was appointed a com- 
mittee to rebuild it, which was done, and the result was 
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the house whicli is still stiuidiiig neju* the head of Ohl War- 
^vick Cove, and which bears the marks and scars of au- 
tiouity. A meeting was held there once a month, and was 
called Lloyd's meeting. We attended that meeting when 
young, and remeniher very distinctly the ride (h>\vii tliere 
on a pleasant First day morning in J une. It was tlie only 
meetmg held in the vicinity, and the well-to-do farmers, 
with matrons and maidens in holiday attire, filled the meet- 
ing-house. Lloyd preached as usual, and his peculiar face 
and manner made an imjiression which has never been 
effaced. 1 lis form was slight but very si raight, and a bright 
complexion subdued the expression of a countenance whose 
cast of features was seldom seen outside of the " Celestial 
Em])ire." A head, entirely destitute of hair, except a nar- 
row rim around the base of the crown, was covered with a 
broad-brimmed white hat, and his dress was drab of the 
plainest shade. A voice both weak and flat fell harshlv on 
the ear, but the audience listened attentively, and Lloyd 
seemed anxious to relieve his mind. Without brilliant 
mental power, he had considerable a]>tness in conversation. 

Nicholas Congdon, of Cranston, a worthy Friend, whose 
plain bluntness was sometimes rather disconcerting, was 
conversing on the subject of pride, when Lloyd said he 
thought " every person should have some necessai*y pride.'* 
" What kind of pride is that ? " said Nicholas. Lloyd re- 
plied, '^ It is that pride which leads to amiability. He 
was married rather late in life, to Freelove, the daughter of 
Simeon Arnold, and the small gambrel-roofed house where 
he lived and the farm he cultivated were a [Kiternal inheri- 
tance. 

The history of the life of Lloyd Greene is rendered re- 
markable by its tragical end. The part of Warwick where 
he lived was rather isolated, until the raging fashion for 
summer resorts and sea-air turned the shores of our beauti- 
ful bay all topsy-turvey. But the same green fields and 
sloping hill-sides, the vista of blue ocean and the heights of 
Coweset, lighted up by the golden sunset, which have de- 
lighted the eye of artist and stranger, possessed a chann 
for the prosaic s])irit of the tpiiet Friend, whose power he 
little knew. 

For more than half a century he had quietly jogged on 
in the same round of duties, to meeting, to mill, and to 
market, when, in the spring of 1842, by the advice and 
})ersuasion of friends, and prompted by his own inclination 
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to lessen the enres of life, he wns iiuluced to sell his home 
and remove to Enst Greenwich, where he eouhl live at cnse. 
But the exjierhnent wns nnfortnnnte, for he missed the 
usual roiuid of cares and duties, which had seemed a bur- 
den, but were really a )>leasure. He missed the friends of 
boyhood and middle at?e, and he missed th(^ monthly ujath- 
ering of the rural ncMi^hbors in the ane.i(Mit tabernacle^ 
where he had held forth for their instruction. His peculiar 
temperament rendered him very susceptible to that terrible 
malady, home-sickness, which attacked his mind and com- 
pletely destroyed its balance. A negotiation for the re- 
])urchase of his farm failed, and he grew melancholy and 
then inconsolable. Even thv, consolations of the religion 
he professed, were unable to restore and traufpiilizehis mind. 
He visited his ohl home one ])leasant afternoon, and instead 
of returning to East Greenwich as expected, he looked for 
the last time ujion the scenes he had loved so well, and go- 
ing to a barn near his ))aradise, died bj"- his own hand, pre- 
ferring death there to life elsewhere. 

Among the modes of faith which have rendered the 
Society of Friends a j>eculiar j»eo))le, the j>ractice of silent 
worship, to which reference has heretofore been made, is 
one which has often subjected them to the scorn, as well as 
the derision of the world. Even those who clahn a Chris- 
tian exjierienee and religious life, but confound action with 
adoration, think the time utterly wasted that is passed in 
silent nu^ditation, ignoring the declaration of Christ himself, 
that "God is a sjurit, and they that worshij) Hin*i must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth." If the object of di- 
vine worship is to please the ear and gratify the senses, 
then there is efficacy in vocal and instrumental sounds. 
The j»ealing organ, the singer's timeful voice, and the 
ju'cacher's words may be means of inspiration, but He 
who formed the " temple," and jdaced within it a living 
witness, loves a " contrite heart and a broken spirit," better 
than " sounding brass or tinkling cymbals." If true and 
acceptable worship is an act of the lips and not of the mind, 
of the hand and not of the heart, then there may be a sav- 
ing virtue in long prayers, tithes and fasting. 

"As if the pomp of rituals aiul tlio savor 

Of iniiiis and spices, could Jcliovali please, 
As if His ear could bend with childish favor. 
To tlie poor flattery of the organ keys." 

But meetings of absolute silence were not common at 
East Greenwich on the First day of the w^eek, until within 
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the ])a8t twenty yean». The meeting nt Wickford had no 
speaker for many years, and for a long time before it was 
given up it was attended by only two persons, Beriah 
Brown and Howland Vaughn, who sat togetlier in silence 
the usual time, and tlien sliaking hands, as the usual man- 
ner is of closing the meeting, went to their homes. Some- 
times inclement weather prevented more than one from at- 
tending. 

At the period when the eloquent sei-mons of John Casey 
were filling the meeting-house with hearers, and the mild 
tones of Daniel Howland fell soothingly upon the ear, 
another voice was sometimes licard, whicli from small begin- 
nings Wiis increased in compass and power until the gospel 
gift iKissessed by Thomas Anthony expanded far beyond 
mediocrity. His form and face are well remembered by 
adults of the present generation, for less than a score of 
years have passed since he was summoned from the Held by 
death. The eventful year that gave bii*th to a nation, 
177(), contained the birth-day of Thomas Anthony, whose 
father, Jose])h Anthony, lived in North Providence, and 
who was a member and preacher among Friends. 

Thomas was married in 1803 to Anna Knowles, of 
Cranston, and removed within the limits of Greenwich 
monthly meeting about the year 1806. lie owned a fann 
at Poiack, in North Kingstown, and was engaged in the 
manufacture of salt. 

The process of making salt would be quite a novelty at 
the present time. The water was pumped from the bay by 
windmills into large vats, whence it was evaporated by the 
sun, until only salt remained. The works were abandoned 
about the year 1840. 

The ride from Pojack was tedious in the extreme. The 
road, like all others in Quidnesett at that time, was barred 
by numerous gates, but Thomas was always jiunctual in the 
attendance of meetings twice a week, and his resolution de- 
fied alike the heat of summer and the drifting snows of 
winter. His first public communication was at a First day 
meeting, and his remarks were prefaced by these words, 
^'Sacrifice and offering thou wouldst not; a body hast thou 
prepared me — in the volume of the Book it is written, Lo, I 
come to do thy will, O Lord ! " His ministry was approved 
or recommended by the monthly meeting in the year 1817, 
and thereafter he occasionally, though not frequently, 
visited Friends and a]>pointed meetings in other states, it 
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may be rcnicinberecl as a j)eculiarity of lii« gospel labors^ 
that he rarely ever preached at a mid-week meeting, and 
was never silent on First day. lie was a man of short 
stature and stoutly built ; had a pleasant connienanee, and 
a vigorous organization. The regular attendance of meet- 
ings did not prevent a close attention to business, for such 
is the frailty of human nature that the germs of selfishness 
almost defy the j>ower of religion ; nor did the softening^ 
influence of heavenly grace altogether subdue the occasional 
ebullition of a temper which was naturally irascible, for it is 
not always possible for the " new birth " to change com- 
pletely the rank growth of the "old Adam." He was no 
lukewarm disciple, but he rated ju'evailing sins in "good 
set terms," and fearlessly assaulted the strongholds of Satan 
with the mighty battle-axe of truth. A ready flow of lan- 
guage was ))romoted by a ))leasant voice and agreeable de- 
livery, so that the stolid hearer, if not moved by argument, 
was melted by exhortation. He skillfully traced the devious 
ways of transgression, warned his hearers against the in- 
sidious wiles of the "unwe'aried adversary," and then with 
glowing language described the benign influences of heav- 
enly love, and the glorious fruition of a godly life. He was 
often called uj»on to attend funerals among those who were 
not of his Society, and the country folks always sj)oke with 
reverence of " Elder " Anthony, as they respectfully 
termed him. 

The process of decay which the hand of time has written 
upon all things terrestrial, was gradually going on, and the 
power of preaching could not arrest it. The members who 
had attended meetings were dwindling away, and the seats 
remained unfilled. 

After having passed the allotted years of threescore and 
ten, Thomas Anthony sold his farm at Pojack and removed 
to Kast Greenwich, where he could be near the meeting 
and medical attendance, as the inflrmities of age crej)t on* 
He had lost his wife in 1819, and in 1823 was married to 
Lois diase, of Swansea, who died in 1843. Both left 
children and were buried in the meeting-house yard at East 
Greenwich, and in 1854, when towards the close of his 
seventy-eighth year, he passed from the scenes of labor and 
life, and was laid beside them. 

Like the ancient prophet of Syria, his mantle descended 
upon successors, and two of his daughters possess the gift 
of pro))hecy ; one of M'honi, IMrs. jMacomber ]ireaches regu- 
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larly in the meeting-house in East Greenwich, and her man- 
ner and tones bring vividly to remembrance the voice 
which so often resounded within its walls. 

Friends' Boarding Sciiooi.. 

The Friends' Boarding School at Providence, Rhode 
Island, is an institution of learning which has attained 
considerable eminence, and as many of the youth of Ka^t 
Greenwich monthly meeting were educated there, some 
account of its early establishment may be interesting. 

The subject of a yearly meeting school had been agi- 
tated throughout the Society for some time, and (inaily 
Moses Brown, a wealthy Friend of Providence, was induced 
to offer an eligible lot of land for the purpose of erecting 
a suitable building. For several years ])revious su1>scri|>- 
tions had been made by members of almost every monthly 
meeting in New England to effect this object. The money 
had been placed at interest, a fund was slowly accumulat- 
ing, and in 1803 we iind the following extract from the 
minutes of the yearly meeting : 

" This meeting feeling a renewed concern that the object 
of establishing a school for the ]iromotion of a guarded 
education, may still be kept in view, and ]mt in execution 
as soon as it can be fully effected, do recommend to the 
several quailerly and monthly meetings to encourage 
Friends to a liberal subscription." 

Accordingly Greenwich monthly meeting aj)pointed Syl- 
vester Wicks, Thomas Ilowland and John Greene to ju*o- 
mote and receive subscriptions for the purpose of a yearly 
meeting school. In the year 1814 the following extract 
from the minutes of the yearly meeting was sent to the 
several subordinate meetings : 

" This meeting having obtained information, by the read- 
ing of the minutes of the meeting for sufferings, tliat a suita- 
ble lot for the erection of buildings to accomnu>date a 
Yearly Meeting School, containing about forty-three acres 
in the vicinity of Providence, had been offered for that i pur- 
pose, by our friend Moses Brown, to this yearly meeting ; 
and the meeting for sufferings having satisfied themselves, 
through the report of a committee of their appointment 
that the lot affords a ])leasant and healthful situation 
to erect suitable buildings upon, for this desirable object, 
which has for many years occasionally occuj)ied the serious 
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nttentioii of lliiB incoiijijj:, ainl Iinvinijj at this time a renewed 
engagement for the giianled education of our youth, and a 
very general aei-eenient being manifested that the time has 
arrived wherein it may be entered upon with a better 
prospect of accomplisliing the benevolent design than has 
Deen heretofore presented to our view, the ijresent amount 
of the fund subscribed for this purpose, witli its interest, 
being upwards of 19,000, and, although inadequate to the 
expense which will attend the erection of suitable buildings 
and other necessary outlays ; we therefore recommend to 
Friends to aid the ]>resent fund by 8ubscri))tions in their 
freedom, and forward to the meeting for sufferings an ac- 
count of the sums, that thev may be (pialified to act 
therein ; we tenderly exhort I riends to be liberal in their 
8ubscri])tions, according to the nteans afforded them, re- 
membering that we are only stewards of the goods we pos- 
sess, that we hold them by a very uncertain tenure, and that 
a righteous and benevolent disposition of a ]>art of them 
may produce a blessing upon the remainder." 

A sid)8tantial brick building was erected and comjileted 
in the year 1818, upon the land given by JVIoses Jirown, on 
the hill northeast of the City of Providence. This land has 
become very valuable, and is now worth as niany thousands 
of dollars ))er acre as it was hundreds at that time. 

The following circular was issued on the 12th month, 2d 
day, 1818: 

"It is concluded that the Yearly jNleeting Boarding 
School at Providence shall be o]»ened to receive (children 
the iirst of the next vear — Cth of the week. As the fimds 
already raised for this institution have nearly nil been ajv 
plied in building and furnishing the house, the price for 
board, tuition, books and stationery, washing and mending, 
is at present fixed at f^lOO per annum ; and it is expected 
that for each scholar $25 be paid in advance, at the begin- 
ning of each (piarter ; should this estimate prove higher 
than to meet necessary expenses, the price will be propor- 
tionally lessened. No child can be admitted for a less 
term than one quarter; nor in any other than a plain 
dress. Until a boarding house may be established in the 
neighborhood of the school. Friends or guardians that ac- 
company the children, may be accommodated with board 
and lodging at a moderate expense, with the superinten- 
dents, who are Mathew Purington and his wife. It is con- 
cluded that no child under eight years of age, except 
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orphans, or such as are under the care of the monthly 
meetings, or in some special cases at the direction of the 
acting committee, shall be admitted. No boys are to re- 
main, or to be received, at the scliool, after they attain the 
age of fourteen years, without the liberty of said com- 
mittee. 

" 43* All letters written to the children while at school, if 
sent by mail, must have the postage paid, or it will be 
oharged to them. 

" Signed by order of the School Committee. 

Samubl Rodman, Clerk." 

In 18*20 it became necessary to raise |2,000 more, in aid 
of the institution, and notice was sent to the quarterly and 
monthly meetings, requesting Friends to subsci;ibe to this 
object. It is a rule among Friends not to accept of any 
funds, either by will, donation or subscription from any 
j)ersons except from members of the Society. 

A circular issued in 1821, re}>orts the average number of 
children for that year about seventy-live, and gives the 
names of the instructors as Thomas liowiand, Stephen A. 
Chace and Abigail Pierce. 

In 1823 Greenwich monthly meeting comprised the pre- 
parative meetings of Greenwich, Cranston, Foster and 
Plainfield, while Fii-st day and mid-week meetings were 
held at Wickford and Coventry. Meeting-houses had been 
built at each of these places. The small body of Friends 
in Plainfield, Connecticut, was increased by the influence of 
Rowland Greene, who resided there for many years, and 
they were joined to the monthly meeting of East Green- 
wich because they were nearer than any other similar body. 
The air of Connecticut has never been favorable to the 
gi*owth of Quakerism, for there has always been something 
peculiarly antagonistic between the " blue letter " laws or 
rresbyterianism — the religion which mostly prevailed there 
— and the spiritual liberty of the gospel as promulgated by 
the successors of George Fox. Of the meetings named above, 
only two are now maintained, those at Greenwich and Cov- 
entry The others were gradually reduced by death and 
removal until not a standard was left, and the houses 
remained closed until sold by order of the meeting. 

It has been previously mentioned, that the clerk of the 
Greenwich monthly meeting in 1806, was Beriah Collins, 
who retained the office until 1815, when Thomas Ilowland 
was appointed. He performed the duties but a few years 
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niul ropigiicd in 1818, wlioii WilUnm HoynoUlR, who became 
a member of the Society in 1815, was chosen and liehl tlie 
office for about tliirt}' years, until politic measures recpiired 
a change ; so he resigned the] »lace which he had imjinrtially 
filled, with credit to liimself iind to the satisfaction of 
Fritinds. Perez Peck held the oflice of clerk during tlie 
stormy period of discord and separation in the Society, 
which has greatly reduced its .numbers, and the causes of 
which it is so difficult for ])rofessing Christians of other de- 
nominations to undei-stand. Ife was continued until the 
aiipointment of Solomon R. Knowles, who is the present 
clerk. 

]3eriah Collins, who was clerk of Greenwich monthly 
meeting in the early part of the present century, resided in 
Foster, and was an elder in the Society. He was a very 
worthy man, and very regular in the attendance of meet- 
ings, from most of which he lived very remote. He carried 
on in a limited way the business of tanning leather, and 
from its ]>rofits, together wnth the productions of a small 
farm, he contrived to maintain a large family. This re- 
quired the inculcation of lessons of economy, as well as the 
practice of industry. He w^as once visiting at the house of 
Nicholas Congdon, of Cranston, whose bluntness we have 
before had occasion to illustrate, when some very fine 
apples were passed around for their entertainment. 
Beriah observed that he always told his family to select the 
specked ones firet, and advised that Nicholas should do 
likewise. " I never serve my friends with rotten apples," 
said Nicholas in his sturdy way, and Beriah of course 
subsided. 

Beriah Collins died in the summer of 18G4, at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-two years and four months. Of all 
the Friends who attended the Greenwich monthly meeting 
fifty years s\m, none are now living. The la«t survivors 
were l\nc7i Peck and Deborah Ilowhind. 

In addition to the members of the Society at Greenwich 
meeting, there was usually the constant attendance on 
First day, of certain people who professed no religion out- 
wardly, nor did their dailv lives and conversation always 
bear evidence of the work of inward grace. One of this 
class was followed to meeting one day by the horse he 
usually rode, where he frisked about the yard, making mis- 
chief among the sedate and decorus steeds who were stand- 
ing around harnessed to the carriages. His owner apolo- 
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gized to Thomas Anthony for the unbecoming conduct of 
his favorite horse, by saying that " lie loved to go to meet- 
ing as well as his master." " Yes," replied Tliomas, " and 
it does him about as much good." 

One of the characters who used to be the diversion of 
unstable boyhood was S])encer Hall, who was an attendant 
at First day meetings. A small sized man, with twinkling 
eyes, deep set in a rubicund face, he talked loud and gave 
positive opinions with much assurance. He was always 
clad in the ancient styles that iirevailed prior to the Revo- 
lution, and made the current coin, (((uarters and nine]>en(*es), 
servo as buttons upon his coat and vest. His trousers 
without suspenders, required an occasional hitch to keep 
them in place, and in cold weather an overcoat, with u 
mountain of capes, almost concealed his head. A carriage 
whip was always carried into the meeting-house for safety, 
and a refreshing nap prepared the mind for the rece])tion of 
the seinnon. Ilis ancestors were Friends, but the faith 
which S]>enccr professed was in the etlicacy of Jemima 
Wilkinson as the Christ and Saviour of mankind, and he 
was never better pleased than when talking of the so-called 
miracles of this imposter, and until his death continued to 
believe in her supernatural power. 

It is very seldom th,at persons of color have ever become 
members of the Society. The absence of music as an ele- 
ment of worship, together with silent meetings, fail to 
accord with the uneasy spirit of pure African devotion. 
Only two or three instances are upon record, and of these 
Greenwich meeting claims only one, Phillis Ripton, who 
was admitted by request or convincement, and continued a 
consistent member until her death, about the year 1835. 

This history of the Society of Friends would be incom- 
plete without some account of the separation which took 
place in nearly all of the meetings in New England, in 1844, 
and which has a tendency not only to greatly lessen the 
ranks of those who bear the name, but the discussion and 
controversy i)rovoked have embittered and unsettled the 
minds of members of both parties, and prevented the 
youth, who must always be depended upon to till the places 
of the aged, from entertaining that love for the faith of 
their ancestors, and that respect for its forms, Avhich would 
induce them to follow in their footsteps. It is not within 
the province of this history to discuss this controversy be- 
yond what is necessary to a correct understanding of its 
causes. 
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In 18t!0 a diviKion occurred in most of the yonrly nicetr 
ingsof Amcricn, except New Knglnnd, in conRequenceof the 
preaching and views of Elias Kicks. Both parties claimed 
then to be Friends and have ever since, although generally 
known by the names of Orthodox and Tlicksite. 

About the year 1S3S .Jose]ih John Gurney, a member 
and minister f)f the Ltnidon Venrly ^^ect.ing, visited Amer- 
ica, where he traveled and preached extensively. His pen 
was prolific, and many books had emanated from it upon 
religious subjects. It was chinned that these writings con- 
tained many pohits of doctrine which differed essentially 
from the established creed of the Society, and those who 
W'ere concerned for the jiromotion of its ancient principles, 
wrote and talked of these innovations. A controversy 
thus arose, based upon doctrinal issues, but finnlly mergea 
into personal jealousies and animosities, with attempts to 
enforce rules of irovernment contrnry to the long established 
customs of the Society. One party claimed that the ortho- 
dox traditions of the Society had been invaded, which 
would in time destroy its identity, and that as faithful 
watchmen on the tower of Zion, it was their duty to expose 
these new lights and give warning of the a))proach of an 
enemy. The other party allirmed that all was well, and 
commanded these sentinels to hold their jieace. That 
there were steadfast Friends in both parties, deeply con- 
cerned for the preservation of their doctrines and testimo- 
nies there cnn be no doubt. But prominent and influential 
members, carried away by the spirit of domination, were 
determined to bend every thing to their will, nnd there 
wns dou])tless some stubbornness in the persistency with 
which the charges of inisoundness w<^re )U'esse<l. J lad a 
more conciliatory 8j)irit [U'evailed — a little forbearance and 
charity on one side, greater toleration and freedom of 
opinion cm the other, with less dis])osition to cavil at 
faults — they might have continued to worship together. So 
it has been in all ages of the Christian church, that intoler- 
ance and even persecution hnve been born of relimous zeal; 
but it was for the present age to show, that Friends, not- 
withstanding their profession of high ^ spiritual guidance, 
are only finite beings, liable to error, and that there is no 
security without the exercise of constant watchfulness. 

Tn 1844 these dissensions had become so extensive, that 
they culminated in a division, and New England Yearly 
Meeting became two distinct bodies, each claiming to be 
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the original Society. The division extended to most of 
the subordinate meetings, and the " world's people " were 
astonished to learn that a body of Christians, so quiet and 
peaceful, so patient and forgiving as the Friends, had as- 
sumed such a belligerent attitude towards their brethren as 
to attempt their forcible exclusion from houses of public 
worship. 

One party claiming to be the Tiliode Island Quarterly 
Meeting, held its sittings in the meeting-house at East 
Greenwich, and the other claiming the same name and 
authority, occupied the Methodist house of worship, until 
it was removed to Westerly to accommodate a larger nmn- 
ber of Friends, 'i'hc First day meetings of the same body 
at East Oreohwich were held at a private liouse for some 
years, until removed to Warwick for the same reason which 
prompted the removal of the quarterly meeting. The fact 
that both lK)dies have continued to decline in numbers is 
suilicient evidence that they were wanting in those elements 
of grace and truth which were the bulwark of the Society 
in its primitive days. 

Whether owing to neglect, perverseness, or disobedience, 
it is evident that the s])irit and power which were once its 
life and glory have departed. Rather than wear the badge 
and maintain the rank of true soldiers of the cross, they 
have reclined like Samson, in the lap of Delilah, until com- 
pletely shorn of their spiritual strength. 

It is cloubtful whether the innovations which are gi*adu- 
ally creeping into the Society of Friends, are the subject 
generjilly of most approval or censure. To those who love 
the forms and traditions of their fathers, and who love and 
regard the distinctive traits of the sect, or their peculiar 
form of worship with reverence, these new ideas must bring 
unqualified soitow; but those who are weary of these 
restrictions and peculiarities, hail with delight the changes 
which must practically destroy the individuality of the 
Society. When the doors are thrown wide open, it is not 
easy to predict when or where the new departure will end. 

A convention of delegates from the several yearly meet- 
ings of America, met in Lynn, Massachusetts, to discuss the 
subject of First day schools, and the method of conducting 
them. The meeting continued three days and drew together 
a large concourse of people. The propriety of the introduc- 
tion of singing was considered, and much curiosity was 
manifested to learn the views of the speakers upon this 
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delicate subject, n innjority of wlioin seemed to favor the 
measure. 

A reporter of the I^oston Globe says : " If there has been 
any one point which the Friends have adhered to more 
than another, it is their great aversion to all musical adorn- 
ments in their worship. Although many a Quaker of 
modernized views may have his piano and violin in his own 
house, yet, when he goes to meeting, he does not want to 
hear the sweet sounds which may have pleased him at home. 
There has been for some time a tendency to break down 
this prejudice against singing, and for this reason the ques- 
tion was put on the programme for discussion." 

William F. Mitchell, of New York, approves of singing, 
and said " it should be introduced into our school at Provi- 
dence ; it is necessary at all our places of learning to reco- 
cile our children to our worship. They now ffo to places 
of worship of other denominations. In spite of all that can 
be done, the children are going to sing, and if there cannot 
be something arranged for their practice, they will sing 
something which will not be agreeable to Quakers to hear. 

Eli Jones, of Maine, said that "singing was expedient in 
our Friends' day school." Tie thought there Avas a desire 
and tendency to depart from the position which the old 
fathers of the Quakers held. Some ]>eople think that they 
ought to be left out in the cold, but he woidd stick to the 
old worthies as long as he lived ; he admired the old form 
of worship of the Quakers; he had tried it on the red man 
and the black man, both in this comitry and in Africa; he 
had tried it with Arab and Turk, and Greek, and it worked 
well. In the " IVible-class T am willing to accept singing 
without hesitation, but as to introducing it into our meet- 
ings, I decidedly say no." 

Dr. Hartshorn, of Havorford College, believed that "sing- 
ing wjis innocent and laudable ; it is as natural for some 
i>eople as for the birds in the fields, for the children espeo- 
lally ; it is not only harmless but necessary in the boarding 
school, the college, and the First day school, but when we 
come to consider its introduction into our worship, then he 
would say it was not necessary, and whether it will be ex- 
pedient or not, is yet to be decided." 

Several others, among whom was Sarah F. Smiley, of 
Saratoga, ap})roved of singing, while a few opposed it. 
Should singing and music generally be introduced into the 
First day schools conducted by Friends, they might just as 
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well prepare for its introduction into the meetings for wor- 
ship, for this would follow as a natural sequence. Then a 
r^nlarly educated ministry, with written sermons and a 
fixed salary. But it is hoped that before this takes ]»lace, 
in justice to themselves and the world, the Society will sur- 
render all claim to being the followers of Fox, Penn and 
Barclay. 

The ^ Quaker of the olden time," if not already ^ne, 
will soon cease to exist. Probably before the end of the 
present century a Friends' meeting will be among the 
things that were, and the only evidence of tliis Society and 
its members, which were once so numerous, will be found 
in the memories of a^e, or on the [»laiu stones which mark 
the places where their ashes rei)08e. 



CHAPTER V. 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.— THE CATHOLIC CON- 
GREGATIONAL CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Thk fii'st information connected with this Chnrch, i8 
found in the schedule of the doings of the General Assem- 
bly, October, 1772 : 

" Whereas a Nnmber of the Inhabitants of East Green- 
wich, of the Denomination of Christians, called I'resbyte- 
rians or Congregationalists, preferred a Petition, and 
represented unto this Assembly, That they have, for a long 
time, labored under the Disadvantage of liaving no House 
to meet in for the ])ublic Worship of God ; And that they 
arc unable, of themselves, to build one; but have great 
Encouragement from their Brethren, in the neighboring 
Governments, that they will assist, in Case they, tbe Peti- 
tioners can obtain the Grant of a Lottery for that Purpose.* 
And therefore prayed this Assembly to grant them a 
Lottery, for raising the Sum of Fifteen Hundred Dollars, 
for building a Presbyterian or Congregational ]\feeting- 
House in said Town, and that Messrs. William Johnson, 
Gideon Mumford, James Searle, and Archibald Crary, may 
be appointed Managers or Directors of the same : On Con- 
sideration whereof, 

" It is Voted and Resolved^ That the aforesaid Petition 
be, and the same is hereby, granted, under the usual restric- 
tions : Provided that the said Lottery do not take place 
until the First Day of May, A. D. 1773 : And that the 
Colony incur no Expence thereby." 

In the schedule of the doings of the General Assembly 
in 1774, is found the following entry : 
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" An Act incorpoi'ating a religioua ISociety and Conyre- 
yatton, by the Name of the Oonyreyational Church in 
l^ast Gh'eenwich, 

" Tliu Governor and Company of the Knglisli Colony of 
Rhode Ishuid and Provhlence Plantations, in New-England, 
in America, convened in General Assembly, and sitting, by 
Adjournment, at Kast-Greenwich, in the County of Kent 
in the Colony aforesaid, on the Fourth ]\londay of August 
in the Year of our Lord, One Thousand, Seven Hundred 
and Seventy-four, and in the Fourteenth Year of the lleign 
of His Majesty George the Third, King of Great Jiritain^ 
France, and Ireland : 

" 7h all to tohoin these Presents shall come, Greetiny, 

" Whereas a Number of Persons of the Presbyterian and 
Congregational Denominations, Inhabitants of East Green- 
wich in the County of Kent, and the Towns in the Vicinity 
thereof, within this Colony, have, for about Four Yeai*s 
past, occasionally assembled together for ])ub1ic Worship 
after the C<mgregational Way and J\lanner : And whereas 
William Johnson, Gideon Mumford, James Searle, Augustus 
]V[umford, Andrew Boyd, Thomas Hubbard, John Shaw, 
Ichabod Smith, Archibald Crarey, Jose[)h Joslyn, Comfort 
Searle, Robert Taft, and James Murry, Inhabitants of East 
Greenwich, aforesaid, have voluntarily united and formed 
themselves into a religious Society, and Congregation, by 
signing an Instrument, dated the Thirtieth r>ay of June 
last past, declaratory of their religious Sentiments, as be- 
ing agreeable to the Principles, Doctrines, and mode of 
Worship in the Presbyterian or Congregational Churches, 
and therein agreeing that the Church hereafter to be gath- 
ered, and the Ministry hereafter to be settled in said Con- 
gregation, shall be of the Denomination commonly called 
Congregational or Presbyterian : And whereas the said 
Society are now building a House for the public Worship 
of God, in l^earce Street, in East-Greenwich aforesaid, and 
are desirous that the said House, and the Lot of Land on 
which the same shall be erected, together with all other 
Estates with which they may be hereafter invested, should 
be legally held to the use, and for the upholding that Mode 
of Worship, and for the other religious and charitable Pur- 
[>oses, for which the same is, or shall be designed, intended, 
and a])propriated. And thereupon they have petitioned 
this Assembly to grant to them a Charter of Incorporation,. 
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with the priviledges ami Powc»rs heivaftor montioned ; 
Now therefore, Know Ye that we, tlie snid Governor and 
Company in General Assembly convened, do for ourselves 
and Successors, Enact, Grant, Ordain, Constitute, and De- 
clare, and !»y tlie Authority thereof, it is hen^h^^ Kuneted, 
Granted, Ordained and Declared, that the said William 
Johnston, Gideon Mumford, Jjimes Searle, Augustus Mum- 
ford, Andrew Boyd, Thomas Hubbard, John Shaw, Ichabod 
Smith, Archibald Crarv, Joseph Joslyn, Comfort Searle, 
and Robert Taft, and all such, their Associates, as shall at 
any and all Times hereafter usiially assemble together with 
them for public Worshi]>, in East Greenwich aforesaid, to- 
gether with the Church, which may hereafter be gathered 
within the said Society and Congregation, shall be a body Cor- 
porate and Politic, with perpetual Succession, to be known in 
the Law by the Name of the Congregational Church in 
East-Greenwich in the County of Kent^ in the Colony of 
Rhode-Island^ and Providence Plantntiona. And the same 
Body Corporate is hereby empowered to hold, and stand 
and seized of all such Estate, as they may be possessed of ; 
and also to take, receive, acquire, and hold, Donations Leg- 
acies, and Grants of Estates both real and ]>ersonal ; and 
the same to use, occupy, and improve, towards the support 
of the Pastors, relief of the Poor, or other religious Uses 
in said Congi'egation, according to the Will of the Donoi's, 
and to the purposes for which the same shall have been 
designed and appropriated; All which estates said Congre- 
gational Church may, and shall take, hold, and stand seized 
of, and improve, notwithstanding any Misnomer of this 
Corporation ; and by Whatever Name, or however imper- 
fectly the same may be decribed in Donations, Legacies or- 
Assignments and Grants, provided the true Intent and mean- 
ing of the Assignor or Benefactor be evident. And the 
said Congregational Clnirch is hereby empowered to lease 
the real Estate, and also the same to gi*ant, aliene, or hold 
in Perpetuity, according to the Tenor of the JProperty 
therein ; and to let moneys, on Bonds, Mortgages or other 
Securities, and shall and may be, Persons capable in the Law, 
as a Body Cor])orate, in all Courts and Places, to sue and be 
sued, to defend and pursue to final Judgement and Execu- 
tion thereon, in all Causes whatsoever, by and in the Names 
of such Persons, as are hereby declared to be the present 
Committee of said Bodv Corporate and Politic, or by, and 
in, the Names of their Successors in said Oftice. 
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^^And it is fiirtfuv Enactedy oi'dained and declared^ 
That those who for the Time being, and at any and all Times 
hereafter, shall usually assemble together for public Wor- 
ship in the Meeting-Ilouse now about to be erected in 
Pearce Street, in East Oreenwich, aforesaid, belonging to 
the said Congregsitional or Presbyterian Church, siiall be 
deemed, and they are hereby declared, the true and la>\^ul 
Successors in this Corporation. 

" And/urthermorey at the Request of the said Society and 
Congregation, it is declared^ That the Ministry to whose 
use this Corporation is, by this Act, empowered to hold 
Estates, shall be Congregational, or Presbyterian and Pedo- 
baptist, and no other : And that when a ('hurch shall be 
once gathered in this C/ongregation, the Pastoi-s, in all 
Successions, be mutually chosen, or dismissed, by the 
Brethren of the Cliurch, being Communicants in regular 
Standing in the same, and by the Congregation, that is, by 
the Concurrence of the respective majorities of those pres- 
ent at public Meetings, duly notified for that purpose ; the 
Deacons, or any Three Brethren, to notify the Church- 
Meeting, in this case, and the Committee to notify the 
Meeting of the Congregation. 

" And be it further Miacted^ That in Case any Grants or 
Donations, shall be made to the Pastors, Elders, Deacons, 
or Brethren, so that a Limitation thereof to the Church, 
as distinct from the Congregation, shall be evident, then 
the same shall vest, and remain in, and bo at the Manage- 
ment and Disposal of the Cliurch and its Successors, in 
their distinct and separate capacity : And that the Church 
may lease its Estates, improve its Moneys at Interest by 
bond or otherwise, and sue for, and recover the same at 
Law. And all their Transactions respecting the same shall 
be of full Force, and Legal Validity, without being joined 
by the Congregation. 

" And he it further Enacted^ That the secular meetings 
of this Society shall be called and notified, as usual, by the 
Committee thereof. And the said Congregation are era- 
powered, at any such meeting, to ehuse a ]Vn)derator, elect 
Connnittee-nien, siicli, and so many, as they shall from time 
to time think proper ; and appoint a Secretary, Treasurer and 
other Ofticers as they shall judge necessary, and the same at 
any time to remove, and others to chuse and appoint in 
their Stead ; And to make such liaws, Rules and Orders, 
for the necessary Repairs of the ^[eeting-1 louse, and such 
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other By-Laws, and Regulations abont the Secular affairs 
of the said Congresjation, as they shall see fit, not contrary 
to tlie Laws of this Government : And it is hereby J)e- 
dared, That William Johnson, Gideon Mumford, James 
Searlc, Augustus ISfumford, John Shaw, Archibald (Vary, 
and Andrew J5oyd, Ik*, and remain tlic present Committee, 
so long as said Congregation sliall continue them, and until 
they are removed and others chosen in their ])laces. 

^^ And he it further Enacted^ That whatever Estate is, 
or shall be, hekl by said Congregational Church, eitlier by 
Purchase or Donation, the same shall never be alienated 
from the uses and purposes thereof, nor applied towards 
the sup]>ort of any other Ministry, or Mode of Worship, 
than what hath already been described in this Act. And 
in Case at any Time hereafter Jiny ]>ersons of said Con- 
gregation shall alter, and change their Princij)les resj)ect- 
mg Presbyterian Ordination, the Mode of Worship, and 
other religious Usages practiced or acknowledged ni the 
same; the Individuals, so changing, shall cease to have 
part in the Management or Aj^propriation of the Incomes 
and Profits of the Estate ; but the same shall be, and re- 
main to those, and those oidy, who shall remain and abide 
by the original Principles of this Church, who are hereby 
declared to be the true, and onlv Successors of this Cor- 
poration. And they, and such their Successors, shall con- 
tinue to hold, improve, and enjoy, the Estate to the uses 
prescribed, and particularly, what shall be approjiriated to 
the Ministry shall be held to the use of such Congrega- 
tional, or Presbyterian Ministry in said ('ongregational 
Church, as is hen^inbefore defined, and for no other for- 
ever. 

" In full Testimony of which Grant, the said Governor 
^nd Com]>any do hereby Order, that this Act of Incorpor- 
ation, «)n an Exemplification thereof, be authenticated by 
the Signature of the (4overn«>r and Secretary, and the 
Public Seal of this Colony : And the same being delivered 
to the said Congregational Church, shall be a sufiicient 
Warrant to them, to hold, use, exercise, and enjoy all the 
Privileges and Powers herein contained." 

The church edifice was erected in 1774, the sum sufficient 
for this purpose being procured from the proceeds of a lot- 
tery. I cannot find any record of a church organization 
until October 15th, 1815. 



116 HISTORY OF EAST GREENWICH. 

Extract from tlie Church Records : 

" The Congregational Church of Christ in East Green- 
wich was organized the fifteenth day of October Anno 
Domini, one thousand eight liundrcd and liftecn hy tlie 
liev. Daniel Waldo, a missionary from the Msissachusetts 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge. The ]>ersons 
who entered into covenant were: — Mrs. Mary Ooggswell 
from the first Church in Newport, Mrs. Ann M, Greene 
from the Second Church in Newport, Mrs. Mahahi Salisbury 
from the first Church in Little Compton. C^aptain Silas 
Holmes and his Wife made a profession of religion, and all 
of them united in giving their assent to the following 
confession of Faith : 

" We believe that there is only one living and true God 
existing in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost. 

" That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
are the word of God and the only rule of faith and practice. 

" That our first Parents by partaking of the forbidden 
fruit, brought themselves and all their posterity into a state 
of Sin and Misery. 

^^ That God after the fall, through the Mediator entered 
into a covenant of grace with man, on condition of repent- 
ance towards God and faith in Jesus Christ. 

" That the Lord Jesus Christ hath a])pointed the Ordi- 
nances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper to be observed in 
his Church until his second coming ; the former to be ad- 
ministered to visible believera and their children only, and 
the latter to none but visible believers. 

" That God hath a])pointed a day in which he will Judge 
the world by Jesus Christ ; and that he will reward every 
one according to his works, when the wicked shall go away 
into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eter- 
nal. 

And then the following Covenant was adopted by them : 

"Yon (and each of you respectively) do in everlasting 
Covenant give up yourselves to God in Jesus Christ. 

" You do humbly ask of God forgiveness, through the 
blood of Jesus Christ for all your sins of heart and life. 

" You do likewise (each of you) solemnly [>romise before 
God, his holy Angels, and in the presence of this assembly, 
that by the help of the Holy Spirit you will forsake the vani- 
ties of this world, and will approve yourselves the true dis- 
ciples of Jesus Clu'ist, ]>romismg to submit to the discipline 
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of Jesus Christ, in lils Church, and in this Church in partic- 
ular, (Matthew 18 and 15); and by his grace to live devoted 
to him all your days, in a faithful obedience to all of his 
Commandments." 

There is nothing on the church records to indicate how 
long the Rev. Daniel Waldo continued as Pastor over the 
church, but in the year 1829 appears the following entry 
on the record : 

" August 29th, 1829. Cliurch Meeting called and met at 
my house for the purpose of giving a call to Mr. Michael 
Burdett to settle over us as our Pastor ; adjourned to meet 
the first Saturday of next September." 

" At a Church Meeting held at my house (agreeable to ad- 
journment) the meeting opened by Prayer by the Rev. 
Daniel Waldo." 

" Vbtedy That we give Michael Burdett a call to settle 
with us as our Pastor. 

"Witness, * John Brown." 

" The Society having held a meeting, unanimously con- 
curred in the call of Mr. Burdett, — of which Mr. Burdett 
being informed, accepted of the call. Wednesday the 
twenty third of September was appointed for the ordina- 
tion. 

" Pursuant to letters missive, an Ecclesiastical Council 
was held in this })lace on the 23d of September, 1829. 
Present from the Church at Little Rest, South Kingstown, 
Rev. Oliver Brown, Pastor; Deligate Brother Thomas 
Wales. From the Church in Bristol, Rev. Mr. Lewis, 
Pastor ; Deligate Henry Wright, D. D. From the Church 
in Rehoboth, Rev. Thomas Vernon, Pastor; Deligate 
Brother James Bliss. From the Church in Barrington, 
Rev. Joseph Patrick, Minister of the Place ; Deligate Dea. 
Joshua Bicknell. From the Church in West Taunton, Rev. 
Alvan Cobb, Pastor ; Brother Lorenzo Lincoln, Deligate. 
From the Church in Pawtucket, Rev. Asa Hopkins, Pastor ; 
Deligate Dea. Remember Carpenter. 

" After an examination of Mr. Burdett by the council they 
proceeded to his ordination. The Introductory prayer was 
made by the Rev. Mr. Patrick ; Sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
Cobb ; Ordaining prayer by the Rev. Mr. Brown ; Charge 
to the Pastor by the Rev. Mr. Lewis ; Right hand of fel- 
lowship by the Rev. Mr. Vernon ; Concluding prayer by 

s 
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the Rev. Mr. Hopkins. The services Avere very im]>res8ive 
and interesting." 

Mr. Burdett remained as pastor until July 10th, 1833. 
The next entry is the following : 

*^ The Monthly Cliurch meeting on the Saturday before 
the first Monday in Angust, A. D. 1833, was held at my 
house. Present Sisters Mary Coggeshall, ' Mary Mowry^ 
Mary Tliurston and Mary Brown. This being the first 
Church Meeting since the Rev. Mr. Burdett left, it was 
thought best to continue the Church Meeting as an earnest 
cultivation of Personal Piety, Christian Love, and Har- 
mony with each other." 

Witness, John Brown, Deacon." 

^^ On the 6th of October, 1836. An unanimous Call was 
Given to the Rev. William G. Johnson, of Washington 
Village Church which was accepted ; from that time he 
regularly dispensed the Communion in this Church, and re* 
moved here on the 24tli Alarch, 1837. 

*^ A Sunday School was commenced by the Pastor on the 
7th of May, 1837. A Sunday School Society Avas also 
formed and a Library commenced." 

This was the first Sunday School in East Greenwich. 

'<May 14th, 1837. Moses and Harriet Pierce were re* 
ceived members into this Church by letter from Fall River 
Church, it being understood that they had difliculties on 
Infant baptism, and Slavery but waited for more light upon 
these subjects, therefore the Church agreed to admit them 
upon these terms, provided they did not agitate these sub- 
jects in the Clu.rch." ^^ ^ JoimsoN, Minister. 

It appears that Mr. Johnson changed the name from the 
Congregational Church of Chnst to that of the Catholic 
Congi'cgational Church, of East Greenwich, as the new 
name now appears for the first time : 

^* At a meeting of the Catholic Congre^tional Church, of 
East Greenwich, held at the house of the Kev. Mr. Johnston, 
June 7th, 1837, the committee appointed to draw up arti- 
cles of discipline, not being prepared to re])oii;, it was 

" Votedy That in all our Church meetings four Members 
shall make a quorum for business. 

" Votedy That John Brown be a Delegate to attend the 
Consociation to be holden at Bristol. 
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" Vbtedy That we intend to purchase a lot and build a 
House for Worship, as soon as funds can be acquired by 
our own exertions and the assistance of Friends. 

" Votedy Tliat our delegate lay the above vote before the 
Consociation, requesting their advice and assistance. 

" Voted^ That our delegate encpiire of tlie Ladies Benev- 
olent Society, in Bristol, whether, they ever voted, or re- 
mitted assistance in money to tlie C. C. Church in East 
Oreenwich ; and how much, by whom sent, and to whom 
paid. 

" Votedy That whereas our present Minister came to his 
labours with us, without any prospect or expectation of 
sufficient maintainance from us, oiir Delegate will lay this 
case before the Missionary Society, soliciting their advice, 
assistance, and prayers. 

" Votedy That the Treasurer call on all the members of - 
of the Church, and as many of the Society as he shall think 
Judicious to solicite Subscriptions, for the Support of Our 
Minister." 

" At a Cliurch meeting on January 22d, 1838, it was 
agreed that if funds could be secured we would build a 
Cnurch, and that a circular letter should be sent to all the 
Churches in our State, of our Denomination requesting 
their aid ; and to try every means in our power to raise the 
money." 

" February 1st, 1838. At a Church meeting it was re- 
solved to forward the Circular letter. Mr. Whiting, Esq. 
was chosen Treasurer to receive any money that might be 
paid for building, and also to prepare us a Charter when 
required, and to do such other business for us as was 
necessary." 

About this time it appears that the old meetins^-house 
was demolished in order to erect a newstructiire onlts site, 
but the Society, when they discovered that they were un- 
able to build, for lack of funds, concluded to sell the lot and 
materials of the old house to the Episcopalians : 

" February 12th, 1838. At a meeting of the members of 
the C. C. Cliurch, proposals were made by them to the 
Corporation of St. Luke's Church to give them a good 
deed of the place for $300, or for an equivalent in land 
odual to said sum. General Nathaniel Greene and Mr. 
Thomas Rhodes, acted as delegates for the Church to pre- 
sent our proposals to St. Luke's Corporation which they 
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did on February 15th and were to receive an answer at the 
annual meeting in March next." 

"March 15th, 1888. The Catholic Congregational Church 
sold their Lot of land, to St. Luke's Corporation, for $250, 
and the agent was empowered by the C. C. Church to de- 
bate that sum to $244.46. This day the Deed was signed 
by the Church." 

" March 16th, 1888. At a Church meeting held at the 
Court House a vote of thanks was passed by the majority 
of the Church, to be given to General Nathaniel Greene 
and Nathan Whiting, Esq., for their kind services in assist- 
ing this Church in recovering her rights." 

"March 20t!i, 1838. A Note for $244,46 was delivered to 
Nathan Whiting, Esq., Treasurer, to the C. C. Church in 
East Greenwich to assist the Church in purchasing a lot of 
land, or for building." 

Here commenced the difficulties and misunderstandings 
which finally ended in the dissolution of the Society. The 
trouble began at the adoption of the new government,, 
articles of faith and covenant. 

" June 2d, 1888. A Church meeting was held at Capt. 
Andres's where ten were present. The new articles for re- 
organizing were read and approved of along with the cove- 
nant. The Articles and the Covenant were agi'ced to by 
all present as true and good, and some of the Articles of 
the old constitution were considered erroneous ; but it was 
agreed that we would appoint another meeting, and exam- 
ine the articles one by one, which meeting was held and 
the articles and covenant were approved of, but some ob- 
jections were made to the Church rule 4th, therefore they 
were not unanimously approved of." 

" June 27th, 1838. A meeting of the Church was held at 
Capt. Jonathan Andres's at 3 P. M. when the Catholic Con- 

fregational Church was reorganized by the Rev. Wm. G. 
ohnson. Missionary of the Khode Island Home Mission- 
ary Society and Member of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland." 

Foam of ReOuganization, Junk 27th, 1838. 

" We, the Catholic Congregational Church of East Green- 
wich and members of said Church organized by the Rev» 
Daniel Waldo, in October 15th, 1815, Missionary from the 
Massacliusetts Society for promoting Christian Knowl- 
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edge — Do now voluntarily recognize ouraclves as the same 
Catholic Congregational Church, under the Pastoral care 
of the Rev. Win. G. Johnson Missionary of the Home 
Missionary Society of R. Island, and member of the Estab- 
lished Church of Scotland with all our temporal immuni- 
ties, property possessions, rights and privileges of every 
kind, temporal and spiritual which belong to us as said Cath- 
olic Congregational Society of East Greenwich, and for the 
better promoting the spiritual interests of the Church, we 
now renew and amend, our confession of faith, covenant 
and government and discipline, and reorganize said Church 
and are members of said C. C. Church by giving our assent 
to its Confession of Faith, Covenant, Discipline and Gov- 
ernment as thus amended and redrffanized." 

" Being fully understood that this is the same Catholic 
Congregational Church, on Congregational principles alone, 
with its spiritual Constitution altered and amended, and 
should any of its members not unite with us, then we may 
become an Independent Church." 

" Reasons for JRe^organizmg the Church. 

" 1. Our Confession of Faith and Covenant have always 
been defective and erroneous, and at present our articles 
are so deficient, that an Antinoinian can fully assent to 
them, and also an Armenian become one of our members. 

" 2. This Church has no discipline, and no government, 
we cannot call one member to account, however flagrant 
any of his crimes may be, and we have no government to 
regulate any of our proceedings, which makes our Church 
in a state of anarchy, and confusion, and should one have 
re.'ison to complain of another, we have no remedy in our 
present state to offer. 

" 3. Many of our members are dead, others removed, 
and no proper account has been kept of the proceedings of 
the Church from the beginning. 

" 4. In view of building a meeting-house, it is necessary 
to have our Confession of Faith, Discipline and Govern- 
ment ready before we incorporate as a Clnirch, or appoint 
Trustees over our property, to hand down to posterity the 
truth, and to fix the possession of the property of this 
Church, to them alone that believe the same truths and fol- 
low the same discipline and government which we main- 
tain — and by doing our duty now, we may insure the 
preaching of a pure gospel to future generations." 
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" Confession of Faith. 

" The following is our Confession of Faith and Covenant, 
to which we have given our assent, and require the assent 
of all who may become in future, members of this Church. 

" Beloved Friends — You have presented yourselves before 
Ood, and his people, and the world, to makie solemn pro- 
fession of your religious faith, and publicly, to take upon 
you the bonds of the Everlasting Covenant. We trust you 
have well considered the nature of this transaction, the 
most solemn and momentous, in which you can ever engage, 
and that you are prepared by divine grace, to give your- 
selves away, as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
Ood, through Jesus Christ. 

<^ Having examined and assented to the articles of faith 
and covenant, adopted by this Church, you will now pro- 
fess the same before these Witnesses. 

" Article 1st. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament, are the word of Ood, and the only 
pei'fect inile of Christian faith. 

" 2d. We believe that there is only one living and true 
Ood, who is a Spirit uncreated and unchangeable, that He 
is essential love, everywhere present, and possessed of in- 
finite knowledge, power, wisdom, righteousness, holiness, 
justice, goodness and truth. 

"3d. We believe in the unity of the Oodhead, there is 
a Trinity of persons, Father, Son and Holy Ohost, that 
these persons are one in essence, and that the Son and the 
Holy Ohost, are equal and co6ternal, with the Father. 

" 4th. We believe that Ood made all thin^ for himself, 
and that he governs all his works, that he will overrule all 
things, so, as to display his own glorious nature, and pro- 
duce the greatest good, and this will be effected in a way, 
perfectly consistent with the moral agency and liberty of 
nis creatures. 

"5th. We believe that Adam was created holy, and 
happy, that he was constituted the moral root of his posterity, 
that he apostatized from Ood, in consequence of which, all 
of his posterity come into tlie world with natures wholy 
depraved and alienated from God. 

" 6th. We believe that Ood in his sovereign mercy and 
rich grace, has provided a Saviour, the Lord Jesus (Jhrist, 
who being in his original nature one with the Father, did 
take the human nature, into personal union with the divhie, 
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and humbled himself to death, even the death of the cross, 
and thereby made a full atonement for sin, that whosoever 
believeth in him, shall not perish, but liave everlasting life. 

" 7th. We believe tliat all who receive Christ, were from 
the beginning chosen to salvation, through sanctification of 
the S]nrit, and belief of the truth, ('2 Thessnlonians, 2, 13), 
and will be kept by the power of God, through faith and 
salvation. 

" 8th. We believe that a cordial acceptance of Christ, 
in his true character, and in all his offices, as our Prophet, 
Priest and King, by a faith characterized by repentance of 
sin and a holy life, constitute a true Christian. 

" 9th. We believe that we are saved by gi\ice through 
faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of God, and 
that a true change of heart is effected by the Holy Spirit 
of God. 

"10th. We believe that Christ has a Church in the 
world, and that none in the sight of God, but real believers, 
and none in the sight of man, but visible believers, have a 
right to be admitted into it. 

"11th. We believe that Christ has institiited baptism, 
and the Lord's Supper, as ordinances to be observed m the 
Church to the end of the world ; that baptism, is to be ad- 
ministered to believers, and their children, and the Lord's 
Supper to such visible saints, as are able to examine for 
themselves, and discern the Lord's body. 

" 12th. We believe that Christ has instituted a discipline 
to be observed in the true Church, which is to be strictly 
maintained, according to his directions, in Matthew 18 : 15, 
16, 17. 

" 18th. We believe that at the end of the world, Christ 
will appear in his glory, as the universal Judge, that the 
bodies of the dead will then be raised, and those then liv- 
ing, will be changed into an immortal state that brought to 
the judgment seat of Christ, all will be judged and sen- 
tenced, according to their works and that the reward be- 
stowed upon the righteous, and the punishment inflicted 
upon the wicked, will be alike eternal. 



" Covenant, 

" Humbly hoping that you have been savingly united to 
Christ by faith, and esteeming it a delightful privilege to 
serve the Lord, and regarding your obligations to Him as 
perfect freedom, you do now in the presence of God, his 



i 



124 HISTORY OF BAST GRBBNWICII. 

holy Angels, and this assembly with sincerity of soul avouch 
the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghost to be your 
God, the object of your supreme affections, and your por- 
tion forever; you cordially acknowledge the Lord Jesus 
Oiirist in all his mediatorial ofHces, Prophet, Priest, and 
King, as your only Saviour, and the Holy Spii-it as your 
sanctifier, comforter and Judge. 

" You himibly and cheerfully devote yourselves to God, 
in the everlasting covenant of his grace, you consecrate all 
your powers and faculties to his service and glory, and you 
promise through the assistance of his Spirit, you will cleave 
to him as your chief good, that you will give diligent at- 
tendance to his word, and ordinances, that you will seek 
the honor and interest of his kingdom, and henceforth 
denying all ungodliness, and every worldly lust, you will 
live soberly, righteously and godly in the world. 

" You who are parents do not only give up yourselves 
unto the Lord but also devote the children under your care 
to his fear and service promising by divine assistance to 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord — 
to instruct and counsel them, to set a good and holy exam- 
ple before them, and all your household, and to maintain 
religious woi*ship in your families. 

'* 1 ou likewise acknowledge this to be a true Church of 
Olirist, and do now cordially join yourselves to it as such, 
promising to submit to the rules of government and disci- 
pline which it has adopted, and to strive earnestly for its 
peace, edification and purity, and to walk with its members 
in love, faithfulness, circumspection, meekness and sobriety, 
as long as you live, unless your relation to it be regularly 
dissolved. 

" Thus you solemnly covenant and promise. (The ordin- 
ance of baptism will now be administered). 

" We therefore the members of this Church, (here the 
members of the Church rise), affectionately receive you, to 
our communion, and in the name of Christ, declare you 
entitled, to all the privileges, and immunities of this Church, 
and promise to watch over you, with christian affection 
and faithfulness according to our covenant and rules of 
discipline. And now Beloved in the Lord, let it be im- 
pressed on your mind, that you have voluntarily and unal- 
terably committed yourselves to God, and that henceforth 
you will be regarded as his servants, — hereafter the eyes of 
the world will be upon you, and as you demean yourselves, 
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SO religion will be honored or dishonored : — if you walk 
worthy of your profession, you will be a credit, and a com- 
fort to us, but if it be otherwise, it will be an occasion of 
reproach. But beloved we are persuaded better things of 
you, and things which accompany salvation, though we- 
thus speak. 

" May the Lord guide and preserve you until death, and 
at last receive you, and us, to that blessed world, where our 
love and joy shall be forever perfect and where every tear 
shall be wiped from our eyes." 

" October 12th, 1838. This day a Mortgage was laid upon, 
the Episcopal Church and lot by the Treasurer on behalf of 
this Church for 1253.46 as Trustee and Treasurer of said 
Church." 

" December 10th, 1838. We unanimously protest against 
the advice of the Ecclesiastical Council of the 13th of 
November of which the following is a Copy : 

" The mutual Ecclesiastical Council, that met at East 
Greenwich on the 13th of Nov. 1838, to deliberate and ad- 
vise upon the grievances, trials and Cliurch affairs of the 
C. C. Church, — resolved that we should go as far back as the 
10th of May 1837, and that all the procec'dings of the 
Church, should be null and void from that date. 

" We the C. C. Church of East Greenwich, do protest 
against the division, and dissent from the advice of said 
CA)uncil for the following important reasons : 

" 1. The Council did not inform themselves properly of 
our Church affairs, and therefore were totally unqualified 
to give a proper decision. 

" 2. The Church records would re<piire to be mutilated 
or destroyed from May 10th 1837, until Nov. 13th 1838, 
which would deprive posterity of all confidence in our 
records, and besides we have no power or right to alter, 
mutilate or destroy the public records of this Church, nor 
yet expunge them contrary to the mind of the Church. 

" 3. This decision deprives Mr. Whiting of being the 
Treasurer of this Church for building. 

" 4. If we should consent to the decision of this Council 
then we must adopt articles, that are confessed to be erro- 
neous by every member of this Church. 

" 5. As we have reorganized and adopted sound articles 
of faith and entered into covenant with God, we would be 
forced to renounce the truth and break covenant with God,, 
if we adopted the old articles and covenant. 
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" 6. We as a Church have sold our Church property to 
the Corporation of St. Luke's Church on March 15th, 1838, 
and if we assent to the decision of the Council, then we 
nullify the deed which we gave the Corporation of St. 
Luke s Church — and also nullifv the Mortgage which we 
have upon said Church, neither of which we can do. Though 
the Council through ignorance of our affairs, and want of 
due inquiry and deliberation — ^have virtually recommended 
us to sacrince truth, embrace error — sin against conscience — 
break covenant with God — and break our legal voluntary 
deed with St. Luke's Church and deprive them of that proi>- 
«rty which we sold them by the unanimous consent and in- 
dividu«al signature of each member of this Church." 

This church was a very large and convenient structure, 
two stories in height, with two rows of windows one above 
another, like a dwelling-house, the side of the building 
fronting on Pearce street, a square tower projecting from 
the north end of the building, with a door opening on a 
flmall court, (there was no street there then). The tower 
contained a winding stair-case leading to a gallery, which 
occupied thi;0e sides of the second story, with its rows of 
seats rising one abo've another like those of an amphithea- 
tre. This part of the church might be termed the Court 
of the Gentiles, as it would seem to be intended for the 
use and convenience of those who did not choose to remain 
through the long and tedious sermons of those days. Such 
persons could pass in and out without disturbing th^ con- 
gregation below. The builders of churches in those days 
were certainly more accommodating to the public than at 
the present time. 

The lower part of the church was furnished with slips in 
the centre of the floors with square pews at the sides; 
there were seats around the inside of these pews, so that a 
portion of the occupants sat with their backs to the pulpit 
which was also of curious construction. It was a circular 
structure, elevated high in the air with a long, winding 
flight of stairs leading up to it. There were two beautiful 
silver candle-sticks at the sides of the pulpit, which once 
adorned a dwelling-house in Portugal. 

The church was never painted inside, and the awkward 
tower at the end of the building was left unfinished until 
about the year 1820, when a small, odd-looking spire, 
shaped like an old-fashioned extinguisher, was placed on its 
summit, while four strange looking objects called urns were 
fastened to the corners of the tower. 
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Up to this time no bell had ever rung out its Bolcmii peal 
from this old tower. The only bell in the village at that 
time hung in the belfry of the old Kent Academy, which 
then stood very near the old church. The congi*egation, 
like the man w^ho borrowed his neighbor's knocker, had 
long depended upon the ringing of the academy bell to 
call them to meetmg; but on the completion of this steeple^ 
the citizens of the village raised by subscription a sum to 
purchase a small bell, w hich is now in the possession of the 
Episcopal Church. 

The old meeting-house, jis it was then called, continued 
to be used by all denominations who wished to occupy it, 
until the year 1836, when the building, and the lot on which 
it stood were purchased by the Ejiiscopalians, who, after 
pulling down the old structure, built on its site the first St. 
Luke's. 

For a long time after the old meeting-house was built 
no clergyman preached regularly there, but old printed ser- 
mons were read there by different persons from the village. 
The good people of those days evidently supposed that 
since they possessed a church, they ought to use it, and 
that sermons read by the laity were better than no i)reach- 
ing. Among those who often filled the pul}>it was an old 
revolutionary officer, Ca])tain Thomas Arnold, who was not 
jiivrticularly ]>ious, and was very much addicted to using 
strong langujige. One very warm day, after reading a ser- 
mon, he remarked on coming out of the church, while wip- 
ing his forehead, that it was " hard work to preach. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



yEMIMA WILKINSON, 

Among the number of peraons who have claimed for 
themselves supernatural powers, and bv the zeal of fanati- 
cism, or the craftiness of deceit, have imposed alike upon 
the credulity of the superstitious, or the simplicity of the 
ignorant of every age and country, few have ever done a 
larger business on smaller capital than Jemima Wilkinson, 
who is the only individual of her class whose absurd fi*auds 
and fancies have ever gei*minated and flourished on the 
sterile, spiritual soil of Khode Island, or borne fruit within 
its limited territoiy. 

Jemima was born about 1751, in the Town of Cumber- 
land, in this State, and was the eighth of twelve children. 
This might be called a numerous family even for those days, 
in which '^ the head of a household '' meant something 
more than an empty name. Her mother died when she was 
eight years old, and Jemima grew up a neglected, indolent, 
willful girl. The popular impression, that she was a mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends is erroneous. Neither herself 
nor family, with the exception of her mother, were ever 
members of that Society. Her father possessed and culti- 
vated a faiin, which with economy afforded a moderate 
support for his family. Jemima became an adept at shirk- 
ing her share of household duties, and early showed some- 
thing of that craftiness, deceit, and love of authority, which 
characterized her in after life. 

Her education was very limited, but she possessed more 
than ordinary personal beauty, and the attractions of a fine 
form were enhanced by the lustre of bright eyes, dark hair, 
and clear complexion. She was sprightly in manner, and 
fond of dress, amusement and pleasure. She attracted 
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many admirers bv licr sharp wit and ripening beauty. Iler 
time was spent either in idleness at home, or in visiting, or 
other amusements until the year 1774, when her mind 
seemed to be turned to religious subjects. She became 
serious and thoughtful, passing much of her time in read- 
ing the Bible. She remained at home, took less pride in 
dress, and no longer essayed to emulate the rival beauties 
of the neighborhood. She continued in retirement until 
1776, when she pretended illness and confining herself alto- 
gether to bed, excited the solicitude of her family, so that 
nightly watchers were ]>rocured. These she entertained 
with accounts of strange visitations and visions ; pretending 
to point out M'hite figures and celestial forms at her bedside. 

One night she told her attendants that a great change in 
her condition was soon to take place, and that she was 
about to be called to act some great part in this wicked 
world for the benefit of mankind. She soon after lay for 
several days motionless and aj>parently lifeless, excejjt for 
a respiration so soft and silent as to be almost imj)ercep- 
tible. Suddenly she awakened, and in a tone of authority 
demanded her clothes, declaring that she had jmssod the 
gates of death and was now risen from the dead. Her ap- 
l)arel was then ju'ocured, and she immediately arose, dressed 
herself and went around in perfect health. 

AVhen she was congratulated by her neighbors uj)on her re- 
covery, she denied that it was Jemima to whom they were 
si>eaking, and with affected solemnity informed them that 
tiic body of Jemima Wilkinson had been dead ; that her 
soul was then in heaven, and that the tabernacle which Je- 
mima had left behind, was now animnted by the ]»ow('r and 
spirit of JesMS (.'hrist. She told them she had been se- 
lected to reign a thousand years, and would never die but 
would be talcen n)> into heaven bodily at the end of that 
period. Her friends and relatives were not less astonished 
at her arrogant assumption than they were vexed at her ob- 
stinacy, but were intimidated by the intensity of her keen 
eye, the firmness of her voice and the immobility of her 
countenance. On the next Sabbath she attended the usual 
public meeting in the neighborhood, and at the intermission 
uegnn to address the peoj)le in the oi>en air. 

She soon collected a crowd, to whom she spoke with 
fluency and without embarrassment. In persuasive lan- 
guage*, enforced by very graceful gestures, she talked of 
the dejiravity of sin and the beauty of holiness, and aston- 
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islied all who heard her by her knowlege of the Scriptures 
and by familiarity with religious subjects. Her fine eyes and 
exj)re8sive countenance were lighted up-Avith fervor, and 
her masculine hearers hardly knew which to admire mout, 
the doctrine preached or the fair ]>reaclier. 

A retentive memory enabled her to repeat much that 8ho 
had read, and .a year previous had been spent with her 
Bible and other religious books. She did not immediately 
offer herself to her hearers as their saviour, but never after- 
wards acknowledged the relationship of brothers and sisters, 
and addressed her father as Jeremiah. Her fame soon 
spread, and manv j)ersons called at her father's house to 
converse upon religious subjects. After a few months she 
began to msike periodical journeys, visiting Newjiort, Provi- 
dence, Seaconet, East Greenwich, North and South Kings- 
town, and also some places in Connecticut and Massachu- 
setts. 

It seemed to be her purpose to establish a new religion, 
and to become the head and founder of a sect which should 
avoid the beaten track of other denominations, and reject 
all the usual forms of church government. Dissenters and 
backsliders from other societies became her disci])les, a few 
weak men, a still greater number of silly women and chil- 
dren. She managed, however, occasionally to entrap per- 
sons of intelligence and wealth. Three or four meetnig- 
houses were built for her use. One of them was in this 
town, and was standing fifty years ago, on the Frenchtown 
road, just south of the residence of Joseph Fry, and op}K)- 
site the farm of John Pitcher. It was a ])lain structure of 
modest dimensions, and was always called the '' Jemima 
meeting-house." 

After her j)retended resurrection, Jemima always called 
herself the " Universal Friend," which she said was " a 
new name which the mouth of the Lord had named." Iler 
proselytes and followers were never numerous, but what 
was wanting in numbers was made up in devotion. 

Many of the accounts given of Jemima reflect rather 
•severely upon her moral character, and though these as- 
i>ersions may be unjust, it is evi<lent that she was reck- 
less and deliant, never giving up a selfish project, and en- 
tirely unscrupulous res|)ecting the means emploved to effect 
her I purposes. Wliile the British forces occupied Newport 
during the Revolution she remained there for a time, and 
preached to the officers, who were pleased as well as amused. 
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One of tliem, a major, pretended to be greatly enamored, 
and bis devotions ai>])ear to liave been acceptable to tlie 
fair preaclier, Avbo was ready to sacrifice her religion upon 
the altar of love ; while the son of Mars professed himself 
willing to abandon the service of his sovereimi, and enlist 
under the banner of a mistress in whose service there was 
more ease and less danger. But like fic^kle man the world 
over, he ju'oved onl v a " gay deceiver." The fleet sailed 
away and with it her soldier-lover. Jemima waited and 
watched in vain for his return, and a few months after went 
into retirement, from whence she emerged to promulgate 
an edict prohibiting matrimony among her followers as un- 
lawful and an " abomination unto the Lord." Her own 
disa])pointmeiit had evidently engendered a resentment 
which she was unable to conceal. 

Judge William Potter, of South Kingstown, was one of 
her most enthusiastic and devoted adherents in this State. 
He possessed a fine estate about a n»ile north of Kingston 
Hill, and built a large addition to his mansion for the ac- 
commodation of Jemima and her followers, who made it 
their headfpiarters for nearly six years. TIere was the 
scene of some of her pretended miracles. A daughter of 
the judge having died, she attemi)ted to restore her to life. 
A great concourse of peoj)le assembled to witness the mira- 
cle, but the im])ious ]>rayers of Jennma availed nothing, and 
she attributed her failure to the want of faith among the spec- 
tators. Penelope, the wife of Judge Potter, did tiot share 
in her husband^s infatuation, and the <artful insinuations of 
Jemima that they were the chosen lambs of God were too 
trans] »arent to convince h(?r of their [lerfect innocence. 
Judge ]?otter was one of the agents for the removal of 
Jemima and her followers to the State of New York, where 
ho afterwards followed her, having become greatly embar- 
rased in his affairs, in consequence of his devotion to this 
crafty adventuress. 

One of her j^roselytes in this neighborhood was George 
Spencer, a member of the Society of Friends, who owned a 
farm in Frenchtown, op])osite the residence of the late 
Nicholas Fry. In conHcquence of his faith, and to distin- 
guish him from others of the same name, he was always 
called " Jemima George." There was another Si>encer in 
that day whose faith was wanting, and he used to say that 
he would as " soon worship a Wooden God^ as a WoJiian 
Oodr 

The dwelling-house about one mile and a half west of the 
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village, now the residence of William L. Holden, was one 
of her usual stoppine-places, and she sometimes held meet- 
ings there. Accordnig to Spencer Hall, who delighted to 
talk about Jemima, this place was the scene of the fulfill- 
ment of one of her remarkable prophecies. She was ad- 
dressing a large number of people, who were assembled 
there, when she stopped abruptly, and declared that there 
was one within the hearing of her voice who would never 
see the light of another day. The announcement created 
great alarm and amazement among the audience. Cue 
said, " is it I ?" another, " is it I ? " and a third, " is it I ? " 
but she resumed and finished her discourse. The young 
women of the family who were going to accompany Jemima 
and her retinue the next day on her journey, were up very 
late that night, and passing the door of the room occupiea 
by a colored man who lived in the family, heard groans, as 
if some one was ill, and on entering his room found him 
dying. This wonderful premonition increased her fame 
greatly in some quarters. Sce|)tics said " poison." 

In establishing a new system of religion, Jemima bor- 
rowed its forms of worship from the Friends. Her capri- 
cious mind could establish many rules, and if any one com- 
plained of her tyrannv he was answered that '^ it was the 
will of the Universal Friend," and from this laAv there was 
no a]>peal. The following description of Jemima has been 
given by one who knew her well : 

" She was taller than middle stature, fine form, fair com- 
plexion, with fiorid cheeks, dark and very brilliant eyes, 
and beautiful white teeth. Her hair, dark auburn, or 
black, was combed from the seam on the top of her head, 
and fell on her shoulders in three full ringlets. In her pub- 
lic addresses she would rise u]) and stand ])erfcct1y still 
for a minute or more, then proceed with a slow and dis- 
tinct enunciation. She spoke with great ease, and with 
increasing fiuency; her voice clear and harmonious, and 
manner persuasive and emphatic; her dress rich in ma- 
terial, but plain in make, and in a style entirely her own ; 
a broad-brimmed white beaver hat with a low crown, and 
the sides, when she rode, turned down and tied under the 
chin ; a full, light drab cloak or mantle, with a unique 
underdress, and cravat around her neck, with square ends 
that fell to her Avaist in front. On horseback her ap- 
pearance was imposing. On her rdligious j)ercgrinations 
Judge Potter usually rode beside Jemima, and then her fol- 
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lowers, two by two, on liorgeback, constituted a solemn and 
impressive procession." 

After having preaclied in Rhode Island, with occasional 
visits to adjoining states, for seven or eight years, Jemima, 
with a few followers, made a journey to Pennsylvania, and 
being favorably received by the honest but credulous 
Germans of Worcester, about twenty miles from Philadel- 
jdiia, she made the latter place her headquarters for two or 
three years. . 

After one of her visits to Rhode Island, a robbery of 
the general treasurer of the State of the sum of two 
thousand dollars was ingeniousl v effected, and as one of 
Jcniima^s satelites had been staying in the family, suspicion 
i>ointed at Jemima. She was ])ur8ued to l*ennsylvaniaand 
jicr trunks being seized and searched, there was found the 
sum of eight hundred dollai-s, a part of the stolen money. 

It was just after this that Jemima set on foot the project 
to remove herself and adherents to the new and fertile 
lands in the State of New York, where she had concluded 
the purchase of a large tract in Ontario C/ounty, near 
Crooked Lake. This retreat calle<l the " New Jcrusnlom," 
the " land of jiromise flowing with milk and honey," whore 
the faithful could enjoy themselves without molestation 
by the scoffs, the sneers and ridicule of the " servants of 
the devil," as she termed the jieoplo of the world who had 
no faith in her mission. She removed there in the month 
of Aju'il, 1779, with her trusty cabinet, council, followers 
and baggage. Here she continued to reside until her death 
in 1819, at the age of sixty-eight years, and managed the 
affairs of her community with such shrewdness and skill 
that considerable property was accumulated. 

We have referred to her tyranny and the devotion of 
her followers. Both nunlities were strikingly exen»]»lified 
in her rules and penalties, and in the manner of their rccejv 
tion by the faithful. A member of her society for attomj>t- 
ing to gratify what she regarded as iin))ertinent curiosity, 
was sentenced to wear for three weeks, a small bell, sus- 
pended from his neck by a rojK*. One of her punishments 
tor noisy and garrulous women was to order a " silent fnst." 
A weak sister, who had been accustomed all her life to talk 
and laugh with impunity was constantly in the habit of 
breaking her fast, until Jemima finally ordered her mouth 
to be sealed up with wafers and linen rags. She was able 
to endure this but for a short time, and abruptly burst the 
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bands of her slaveiy with a loud laugh, dednring that 
Jemima must be a fool to think of stopping any woman 
from laughing and talking for three eonseoutive days. 

Her immediate followers were in the habit of aHsinning 
SeriptiH'al titles. One was called the " Proi)het Elijah, 
and Sarah Richards — who wjis her i)rime minister — wbb 
called the " Proj)het Daniel." They both did a good busi- 
ness for a time, m dreams and visions, in cooperation with 
Jemhna, but the " Prophet Elijah " tried to set up for him- 
self, and wjis in the habit of receiving loving messages for 
some of the weak sisters, which Jemnna thought he was 
too fond of delivering privately. She therefore degraded 
him from his dignity as a ])rophet, and thrust him out of 
the society. One oi the sisters was called ^^ John, the lie- 
loved," and another "Enoch of old." Her followers not 
only avoided calling her by name, but shunned the use of 
the ]>ossessive pronoun, indicating sex, and s])oke of *'the 
Friend's house," the " Friend's carriage," whenever they in- 
dicated her i)roperty. 

About thirty families removed with Jemima to the new 
settlement near Crooked and Seneca Lakes. These were 
increased by the final addition of twenty more, although 
she had ex|)ected three or four hundred, whose zeal proba- 
bly abated with the absence of their beloved prophetess. 

Three tracts of land, comprising several thousand acres, 
had been purchased, and were rather thinly settled by these 
deluded people, who thought that their chances of salvation 
dei>endea upon their obedience to this deceiver. 

The Duke de Laincourt, a peer of France, paid a visit to 
Jemima, Jind attended her meeting, Avhich Avas held in her 
own house. "This" he says, "was extremely pretty and 
commodious, though built of the trunks of trees. Her room 
is exquisitely neat, resembling more the boudoir of a iine 
lady than the cell of a nun. It contained a looking 
glass, a clock and an arm chair, a good bed, a warming-pan 
and a silver saucer. Her garden Avfis kept in good order ; 
her spring-house was full of milk, cheese and butter, meat 
and game. Six or seven girls of different ages, but all of 
them young and handsome, waited upon her with surpris- 
ing enmlation to enjoy the peculiar satisfaction of being 
permitted to approach this celestial (?) being. Her 
fields and her gardens are ploughed and dug by her friends, 
who neglect their own business to care for hers ; and the 
* AH Friend ' is so condescending as not to refuse their 
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services. She knows liow to keep lier votaries at. a respecta- 
ble distance, and has the art of effectually captivating their 
affections." After inviting tlie duke to dine with her, she 
sat down to an excellent dinner with her female friends, and 
after they had dined a dinner was served f(»r the guests 
who had heen invited. 

Although Jemima possessed considerable tact and shrewd- 
ness, her miracles were always failures, and a modern Sjiir- 
itualist would far excel her in the development of the super- 
natural. She once circulated extensively the information 
that she would on a certain day walk on the water. A 
great crowd of peoj»lo assembled in Swansea, IVIassachusetts, 
to witness this wonderf id phenomenon in nature, and waitcnt 
as j>atiently as possible for the appearance of Jemima and 
her retinue. She finally came, and began addressing the 
people upon the important sid^jectof faith, artfully ])roving 
that it would be owing to their sinfid doubts if she failed 
to ]>erform her promise, citing the case of the aj>ostle who 
walked on the water until the faith of himself and brethren 
had departed. At the conclusion of her address she' ajv 
proached the margin of the water, but it refused to uphold 
her weight, when she turned indignantly to the multitude 
and rated them soundly for their want of faith. 

She attemj)ted at different times to ])erform the miracle 
of raisinu: the dead. On oiu^ of these occasions a favorite 
apostle lijid been ill for some days, and his death being an- 
nounced, Jemima informed the j)eople that she should only 
suffer him to sleep four days in death, and then raise him 
again. There was an immense concotirse to witness this 
solemn performance. When they arrived at the place of 
int;<;rmnnt, Jemima commenced the ceremonies by a short 
discourse u))on death and the resurrection, and assured 
them that as it was in the days of her prototype, so it ^vas 
even now, and concluded by ])romi8ing to perform such a 
miracle in their presence that day as woidd convince them 
of her divine mission. A military othcer ha)>pened to be 
present in full uniform, and just as Jemima was about to 
issue the magical command, he stepped forward, and draw- 
ing his sword, snid, ** Stop a moment, just allow me to run 
my sword through the cothn so as to be sure the man is 
really dead," and suiting the a<;tion to the word, raised his 
arm, when the cover was cjuickly thrown from the coffin, 
and its ghostly tenant fled in hot haste, to the astonishment 
of some, and the great amusement of others. The declar- 
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atioii of t1 10 soldier had been quite us potent as could Iiavo 
bocu the prayer of the iirophetess. 

Jemima continued to preach to her followers until a short 
time before her death. She grew corpulent, and became 
alTected with dropsy, which occasioned her much pain and 
distress, and finally caused her death. She would not con- 
sult a physician, because she knew it would be inconsistent 
with the character she had assumed. She endured the suf- 
fering of her disease with surpassing fortitude, and never 
suffered herself to complain in the presence of visitors. 
When she knew that death was approaching, she said, " My 
friends, I must soon depart ; this night I leave you," and 
died before morning. If she could only have been :i mar- 
tyr and killed in s(mie way, for her religion's sake, the de- 
lusion would have been retained for some time by her fol- 
lowers, but her natural death, the result of disease, like or- 
dinary people, destroyed the delusion. The ignorant por- 
tion of her followers would not believe that she was really 
dead, and denied the fact stoutly, as an insult to themselves 
and the deity they had worshiped. They expected to see 
her body reanimated, but they waited in vain. Death was 
soon succeeded by decay, and the body became so offensive 
that they were reluctantly obliged to bury it. Thus ended 
the career of this arch-imposter ; but her followers main- 
tained a society with its meetings for many years. She 
left a curious will, which is quite as consistent as many 
others, devising all her property to Rachel and Margaret 
Malin, in trust for the benefit of the needy members of the 
society. 

The career of this extraordinary being forms .in interest- 
ing chapter in the ^^ natural history of enthusi<asni.'' She 
was of that class of fanatical leaders, common to all time 
and countries, in whom the religious nature developed to 
an abnormal degree, and stimulated by the influences of 
ignorance and credulity, is accompanied by a rigorous will, 
the dictates of which are recommended by the fine arts of 
persuasion. The founder of a new superstition, like the 
leader of a revolution, often begins his course of action 
with a genuine faith in the reality of his mission. But 
when an unbelieving race refuse to adopt the truths thus 
offered, the would-be apostle must stooj) to the arts of the 
politician. A strong, positive nature too often becomes 
unscrupulous in the leadership of sect or faction. The sys- 
tem of deceit in Avhich the spiritual chiefs so generally find 
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ilio mcaiiB of controlling tlie minds and shaping the desti- 
nies of their followers, react upon their own natnres, ren- 
dering thein far more pitiable than are the helpless victims 
of their arts. A mind natnrally formed for rule which 
consents to govern by the aid of trcichcry and deceit^ has 
yielded to a destnictive influence which blasts all elements 
of original good in the character, leaving it a dehumanized 
thing. 

The curious traditions of the Cumberland zealots show 
us an indigenous product of su}>erst]tion, as ra])id and luxu- 
riant in its fungus-like growth as though it had been nur- 
tured in the congenial soil of the tropics, rather than 
amon^ the sterile hills of New England. The handsome, 
self-willed girl, began her public life with an address to her 
neighbors u]>on reli^ous subjects — no very strange or dar- 
ing act in Rhode Island, where Quakerism had familiarized 
the ]>eople with the preaching of gifted women. Her am- 
bition expanded so rapidly that her next step was to claim 
divine honors, and even had her lot been cast in other 
countries she could hardly have commanded a deej)er devo- 
tion from the credulity of Hindoo devotees than was 
accorded her by the sol»er descendants of the Puritans. 
The follies of our forefathers find a partial explanation in 
the strength and exaltation of a chanocter certainly set 
apart from the ordinary temptations of youth. 

Her worst qualities were such as drew about her spirits 
as daring and as ambitious as herself; while to more sincere 
and humble religionists she exliibit<?d quite another j>lif'se 
of her varied character, and attracted their sympathies by 
such legends as that of her answer to a call of help fn»m a 
fM*risliing A%'orld, and her dej»arture from l*aradisc to relieve 
the sin and suffering of earth. This recital, so touching 
from the li]w of the divine being who offered herself as a 
saviour, was eagerly accepted by the many of that day to 
whom the idea of an atonement was still cherished with 
Jewish literalness. A j)re8ent redeemer, a living dispenser 
of the blessings of absolution, was realization of their 
present faith, the crowning fulfillment of their dearest 
hopes. 

but the Cumberland pro]>hetess would perhaps have 
shown more consummate art had she courted persecution 
in some colony less liberal than Khode Island. She would 
then have counted more converts, though it may still be 
doubted whether she did not live in an age too late for the 
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full doveloniucnt of her gciiiiiB. Could the ex|>iriiii:^ em- 
bera of religious hatred liave been fanned into ilanie in the 
elosing years of the last century? The air of lihode Island 
has always proved unfavorable to spiritual pretension. 
This remains a truth in spite of the many sects who found 
a home here in colonial days. In this garden of the Lord, 
seed might be freely scattered, and not only by priestly 
hands. The fathers of the Colony made no election be- 
tween the wheat and the tares. No spiritual plants were 
forced into unnatural vigor by the heat of persecution. 
None were stimulated by the nurture of patronage. In the 
procctss of natural selection, all sects Avero left to their in- 
evitahle course of rise, maturity and decline. 'Vo-iUiy we 
may h>ok back on the undisturbed growth of such forms of 
belief as took deepest root in our territory. 

Brief as is the history of Rhode Island, it is the oldest of 
records, permitting us to study the free development of 
religious instinct. Only for the two short centuries that 
have passed since the signing of our charter, tlie Alagna 
Charta of religious freedom, has the state left man abso- 
lutely free to follow the dictates of his conscience. The 
hardy settlers of Rhode Island were the only really fearless 
men of their time. The colony tliat was founded by a 
banished man quietly received the banished Ann Hutchin- 
son and her followers, and the s])iritual infection of her 
" heresies " proved strangely harmless in an atmosphere of 
tolerance. Samuel Gorton, the Professor of the Mysteries 
of Christ, was the Savenarola of New England, of whom 
his last disciple living in 1771, at the age of eighty, said, 
" his master wrote in Heaven, and that none can under- 
stand his writings but those who live in Heaven while on 
earth." His tenets, so dreaded by the rulers of a neighbor- 
ing commonwealth, were here allowed full ex]>ression, and 
Gorton became a valued member of the Colony. There 
was indeed much of the wisdom of the serpent, as well as 
the innocence of the dove, in the statesmanship of Roger 
Williams. A man of the world, who shoukl be unable to 
comprehend the Christian charity of his motives, would 
yet admire the worldly wisdom of his acts. 

New England is not devoid of monuments of su])erstition. 
The readers of Colonel Higginson remember that abode 
which ho describes as built on tlie hill near Worcester, 
where a solitary devotee had fixed his |>laee of w(»rship. 
The houses built for the use of the inspired woman of Cum- 
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lM»rl:iHf1 :iro of oMcr <1ntc; 1>iii tlic iiiintiltR of the r.nin|>- 
meeting and the " nscenKion-^lay " of the Millerites, call at- 
tention to the element!? of fanatical zeal and credulif y still 
lingering among us. Were Jemima Wilkinson living in 
onr day we Rhould donhtloRS ht^ar of her as a Ruecessfnl 
"spirit-medium." Yet how distant secniR the time when 
claims such as hers, or such as advanced hy Ann Lee, or 
still later, by Joanna Southcote, were heard and received. 
IIow great a change has been effected in the popular habits 
of thought by the agencies of the free press and the com- 
mon school. A great revolution is silently going on, of 
which we can only foretell that it will, in the end, promote 
the interests of the race, and remove forever the Ijist rem- 
nant of religious superstition and fanaticism. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.— THE EPISCOPALIANS. 



TiiKRK was an Episcopal Church in the vicinity of East 
Greenwich, where many of our villagers wor8hij)e(l, as long 
ago as 17*28. It was on a lot at Coweset, near the railroad 
station. The ground on which it stood is now owned by 
Mr. Jonathan Pearce. The lot was conveved by the liev. 
George Pigot " to the Society in London for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts," for " erecting a church 
according to the establishment of churches by law in Eu- 
glaiul." When the congregation of Trinity Church, in 
Newport, built their new church in 1726, " they gave their 
old church to the people of Warwick who had no church 
of their own." It was taken down and carried on sloof>s 
to Coweset, (the Indian name of that part of Warwick,) 
where it was rebuilt. It was two stories in height, with a 
steeple or spire fronting the post-road. After remaining 
unoccupied a long time in a ruined state, it was taken down 
a second time, about the year 1704, and removed to Old 
Warwick. Before the materials could be removed from 
the shore a violent storm arose, during which they were 
scattered and lost. 

A number of graves, probably of individuals connected 
with the church, are still to be seen upon the lot. The 
Rev. George Pigot resided in Warwick a number of years, 
and owned a large tract of land near East Greenwich. He 
probably furnished the means of erecting the church. The 
Rev. Dr. McSparran, ISfr. Fayer weather and others offi- 
ciated once in a montli. It appears that the church was 
never in a very flourishing condition, as Dr. McSparran 
says in his diary, " Episcopacy never seemed to succeed in 



RELIGIOUS ROCIKTIES. 141 

the north pnrt of ilic State, .is the Quakers and other ker- 
etics arc the dominant class." 

Tlie parish of St. Luke's, East Greenwich, was organiz/^d 
" according to the doctrine and discipline of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of ]lhode Island," on the 
tenth day of August, A. I). 1^38, at a meeting of smidry 
of the citizxins at the Kent Academy, the Kev. Sylvester 
Nash, being ch.airman, and John P. Roberts, secretary. 
Charles Eldridge and Jo8ei>h J. Tillinghast were chosen 
wardens; Daniel Greene, llowland Greene, Wicks Hill, 
Sihis Weaver, Kingsly Bullock, John G. Ladd, Emery 
Fiske, Wanton Casey and William G. Spencer, vestrymen. 
Augustus Greene was chosen treasurer, and John P. 
Roberts was chosen secretary. 

Services had been held in the upper hall of the academy 
for some weeks previous, and they were continued there 
regularly until the consecration of the new church, in 
April of the following year. 

The act of incorporation was passed at the January 
session of the Assembly in 1834. This charter gives 
power to assess the pews for necessary re])airs, and for in- 
surance on the building, but for no other purpose. This 
jirovision or want of provision, has led to much embarrass- 
ment in the support of the services, the contributions for 
this purpose being entirely voluntary. 

On the tw(»nty-seventh of August the same year, it was 
voted, "That J)aniel Greene and John 1*. Roberts be 
authorized to take proper measures to procure a lot for the 
purpose of erecting a house of l^ublic Worship, and to 
take a deed in trust for this Society." It wns also voted 
" that John P. Roberts, Kingsly Hullock and Daniel Greene 
be a committee to erect an Ejjiscopal Church, on the lot 
which may be procured for that purpose." Also voted, 
" That the wardens and vestry be a committee to solicit 
donations to carry the same resolution into effect." 

Early in the year 1833, some time before the first named 
meeting, the old meeting-house belonging to the Catholic 
Congregational Society had been taken down with the in- 
tention of building a more commodious house upon the 
game lot. Uut in consecpience of soine difficulty or dissen- 
sion the ])lan was interruj>ted, and the lot with the materials 
of the old structure were sold to the new organization. 
The buildins: committee set about their work with earnest- 
ness, and the new church Avas finished and ready for conse- 
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cratiou on the tliirtecntli of April, 1834. For tliis satisfac- 
tory result we are iiulebted very much to the diligent hiVK>r 
and lihenil contributions of our late townsman, John P. 
Roberts. 

The llev. Sylvester Nash was the lirst rector. His term 
of service began with the organisation of the parish and 
continued until the spring of 1840. ]>efore leaving he 
raised by solicitation from abroad, a sufhcient sum to pay 
off the indebtedness of the corporation, and thus cleared 
the projjcrty from incumbrance. Mw Nash was an earnest 
worker in the church, had many firm friends here, and re- 
tained a warm interest in the affairs of the parish as long 
as he lived. His death took place in Wisconsin, in 1863. 

The Jtev. William H. IVIoore was called to the rectorship 
in May, 1840. lie first oiliciated on the second Sunday in 
July. After a residence here of a little more than a year 
he resigned the charge. He now holds a prominent posi- 
tion in the Diocese of Long Island. 

In December, 1840, the lie v. Silas A. C^rane made an en- 
gagement to supply tlie church for the winter, not contem- 
]>lating a ])ermanent settlement, but remained from that 
time until his death, on the 12th of July, 1872. Thus for 
more than thirty years he dwelt among us as a much loved 
and faithful minister. 

" The death of Dr. Crane leaves a broken link in our 
community that causes universal sympathy and regret. 
A good man has fallen. Dr. Crane was emphatically a 
man of good words and good works. For more than thirty 
years he was the highly esteemed rector of St. Luke's Par- 
ish, and very few rectors have left a better record. As a 
public Christian man he discharged his duties faithfully, 
always doing his work strictly in accordance with a tender 
conscience and with the Word. As a neighbor and friend, 
wo esteemed him as one of our choicest, and this was the 
general feeling of our community toward him. He died 
as he lived, strong in the faith, and rofidy to depart and bo 
with Christ. He adojjtcd and received strong consolation 
from St. Paul's words, ' To live is Christ and to die is 
gain.' IFe has gained the victory over death, gained a 
bright, innnortal crown of glory, to be his forever. 

" The funeral service was read in St. Luke's Church, Thurs- 
day evening, at 5 o'clock. The Church was draped in 
mourning, and over the chancel there aj)i)eared in bright 
letters, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,' 
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Bishop Cl:irl\C acconipnniod the Pcrvicos wilh Boinc brief 
mi<l exceedingly a|»|»ro|»riatc remarks. Tlie house was 
filled with attentive listeners, and a largo delegation of 
clergy from abroad. 

"The Doctor rests )>eacefnlly in the chnrch-yard near (he 
place where he so faitlifidly and for so many years pro- 
claimed the peace of God which passcth all understanding." 
— East Greemcich Pendulum, 

" In Memohiam of Rev. Dr. Crane. 

"At a special meeting of the East Greenwich Free Library 
Association, on the 17th of July, the following preamble 
and resolutions were adoj>ted : 

" Whereas^ in the lamented death of the Rev. Silas A. 
Crane, D. D., this Association is called upon to mourn the 
loss of one of its original fomiders and one of its most 
faithful and useful members; and in common with this 
whoU5 community, where he has resided for more than a 
quarter of a century — always a shining examnle of Chris- 
tian excellence in the performance of the duties, as well of 
the citizen as of the pastor — would do honor to his mem- 
ory by appropriate exjiressions of affection and res])ect. 

" Jie it therefore liesolved^ by this Association, that this 
event of Providence is an occasion of profomul grief to it-s 
Htu'viving memb(»rs, who would leave in its i>ermanent 
archives, this record of their exalted respect for liis ])erson, 
and of their hitjh estimatibn of his services and character. 

" Jiesolved, That the members of this Association will 
attend the funeral of their dei)arted friend in a body ; and 
that a coi»y of this iinperfect tribute of their attachment 
and resjKjct be communicated by the Secretary to the be- 
reaved family of the deceased, with assurance of the Asso- 
cijvtion's unfeigned condolence and sympathy." 

At a meeting of the wardens and vestry of St. Luke's 
Church, East Greenwich, on Wednesday evening, July 17th, 
1872, the following preamble and resolutions were unani- 
mousl}' adopted : 

" W/i'CreaM^ Almighty God in His infinite wisdom, has 
taken from us our beloved jiastor .ind friend, the Rev. Sil.is 
Axtell Crane, D. D., rector of this parish for more than 
thirty years, and while with deep humiliation and un- 
worthiness, acknowledging this decree of Divine Provi- 
dence, we give expression to our sorrow in this great 
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bereavement which has fallen on this churcli, this community 
and tliis diocese, by the death of this most exemphiry 
Christian minister who has had charge over us, and cared 
for our spiritual wants for so many years ; and offer our 
lieartfelt sympathy to his alHicted fanuly. It is therefore, 

^^Iteaolvedy By the wardens and vestry of St. Luke's 
Church, that we will cherish in memory the many excellen- 
cies of this good man ; that we will endeavour to protit by . 
the precept and example which he has set before us in his 
public teachings and in his daily life ; and more especially 
by the calm and ]>eaceful manner of his death in the full 
hope of immortal life through the merits of the Blessed 
Redeemer ; that we offer to his bereaved family our tender- 
est sympathy in their great afHiction. 

^^ liesoloedy That these resolutions be placed upon the 

Eermanent records of the church, and that a copy of them 
6 sent to his family. And it is also further 
" Votedy That the expenses of his burial be defrayed from 
the treasury of the vestry. 

" Jamks II. KLnuiDUij, Clerk of the Vestry." 

At a meeting of the bishop and clergy of the diocese of 
Rhode Island, convened in the lecture-room of St. Luke's 
Church, immediately after the interment of the remains of 
the late Dr. Crane, a committee was ap2)ointed to draft the 
following resolutions : 

^^ Whereas^ It has pleased Almighty God in Ilis wise 
Providence to remove from this world the late Rev. Silas 
Axtell Crane, D. D., who during thirty years Avas a presby- 
ter of this diocese, and rector of St. Luke's Church in this 
village, therefore it is 

^^Meaolved^ That we, his fellow-laborers in the ministry 
of our beloved church, would record our high estimation of 
the moral worth of our departed friend ; ' of his eminent 
position as a scholar of varied learning, and of his unwea- 
ried diligence, and long continued faithfulness as a pastor 
of the Church of Christ, and woidd pray for divine grace 
to enable us so to live, that when we come to die, we may 
be sustained bv those consolations which rendered so calm 
and peaceful the closing scenes of his earthly existence. 

^^liesolvedy That a co])y of these resolutions be presented 
to the family and ]>arish of our departed friend, with the 
assurance of our heartfelt sympathy in this sad bereavement. 

" S. BuijjNTON SiiAW, D. D., For the Committee." 
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" JA'oni tJie Promdence Journal, 

" The Jlev. Silns A. Crane, D. 1)., Rector of St. Luke's 
Cliurcli at East Grcenwicli, clied yesterday morning. Dr. 
Crane was a centleman of large culture, of eminent piety, 
and enjoyed, m an utniHual degree, tlie respert and con- 
fidence of tlie churcli of wliieh lie was a presbyter, lie was 
educated at Brown University, where he graduated in 
1823, in the class of the late Chief-Justice Snniuel Ames, 
William R. Watson, Dr. George D. Prentice, and Joseph 
W. Fearing, M. D. lie was appointed Tutor in the Col- 
lege, and was afterward President of Kemper College." 

"jFVom tJie Christian Witness and Church Advocate^ 

April, 1858. 

"At a meeting of the wardens and vestry and othci* mem- 
bers of St. Luke's Parish, East GreeuM'ich, Rhode Island, 
the following resolutions, re])orted by a committee on the 
12th of Aprd, 1853, were unanimously adopted : 

" AVhereas, the Rev. Silas A. Crane has for the last 
twelve years continued to be the Rector of this Church, 

" Jiesolved, That this is a fitting occasion to express to 
him our heartfelt thanks for the ability and devotion to the 
best interests of the Church which have marked his minis- 
terial labors among us, and that the i>resent position and 
prospects of the parish are tokens of the Divine blessing 
upon the fidelity of his ]>astoral career; that during his 
connection with us, the kindest feelings and most perfect 
confidence in his Christian zeal and piety, have been enter- 
tained toward him by his people ; that the effect of his 
labors has been shown in the increased attendance upon 
the public services of the Church — in the number of the 
communicants at her altar, and the general interest and 
good will manifested toward her by all classes ; that by 
his firm, dignified course and kind, gentle manner, both in 
precept and examj)le, he has exercised the hai>piest influence 
over the affairs of the parish, and established and main- 
tained for the church that high standing and consideration 
in which she should ever be held in all Christian communi- 
ties. 

" Jlesolved, That we are not unmindful of that devotion 
to the interests of the whole church in this diocese, which 
prompted him, six years ago, voluntarily to relinquish all 
claim upon the missionary fund of the Convocation, and 
rely wholly for support upon his OAvn efforts aiid the efforts 
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of this parish, then coinparaiivcly feeble ; ami that his 
salary be now increased to five hundred dollars. 

" David PiNNUiEu, Chairman. 
"James II. Eldridge, Secretary." 

" To David Phmitjer^ C/uih*nutn of tJie meettnf/ of the 
IVardenSy Vestry, and other inenihers of ASt, J Athens 
ParisJi, East Greenwich, held April V2th, 1858 : 

" Dear Sir : — Permit me, through you, to make known to 
that meeting the very great ])lea8ure which their letter 
afforded me. The terms in which they were pleased to ex- 
press their approbation of my services as rector of tho 
liarish, are exceedingly gratifying, being all and more than 
all wliich I could conceive myHclf entitled to e\pe<:t, and 
will iiVitr be cherished by me as a rich reward for the efforts 
which I have felt it my duty to nnike. 

" The addition to my salary, made, too, without solicitfi- 
tion, is also truly welcome, both as a timely help and en- 
couragement in my exerticms to meet the wants of my 
family, and as an evidence of the earnestness and sincerity, 
of the esteem and approbation expressed in the resolutions 
of the meeting. It only remains for me to endeavor, by 
incrcivsed efforts, more justly to deserve the kindness and 
confidence so generously shown me. May God, who has 
given the Parish the disposition, give them also the .ability 
to do more in his service, by enlarging their prosperity as 
individuals and their ])roKperity as a C'hurch. IMay he 
build us up together in the unity of the spirit, that our 
hearts may be filled with the hopes of the (ios]>e1 here and 
its eternal rewards hereafter. 

"Your faithful friend and Pastor, 

" S. A. OuANE, D. D." 

For some time after Dr. Crane's decease there was no 
settled rector. The IJev. William S- Child, of Newport, 
ofKciated in the autunui of 1872, until the communication 
by way of Wickford was interrupted. The llev. Joseph 
M. Turner, of Philadelphia, had the charge for a time, and 
then left to fill a j)revious engagement, under liishop 
Tuttle, in Utah. 

The Rev. George P. Allen has had charge from 1874 to 
the present time. In 1875 the old church was removed, 
and an elegant stone structure erected on its site. Tho 
Society now holds its services in the Court House, as is 
usual here with all denominations deprived of a church 
edifice, 



CHAPTER VIII. 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES— SIX PRINCIPLE BAP- 
TISTS. 

TiiK early liisloiy of iliis dcnoininaiion in this country is 
iuvoIvcmI in obscurity, an tlic fii'st rcconls of the oldest 
churches arc no hinger in (wistence. 

There existed a body of this onler in the Town of East 
Greenwich as early as the year 17(M), but the first nccount 
which we can cchMin of them begins with the year 1748, 
when Daniel Kiske was their pastor, and the number of 
their members was fifty-tln*ee. 

SomeM'lierc about the yenr 1700 this ohl Society built a 
meeting-house on the hill in the northeast ])art of the vil- 
lage, near the present railroad line. It was a plain struc- 
ture, two stories in height, the flimcnsions about thirty by 
forty feet, fronting to the south, on a short street un- 
named. It contained a row of souare pews on the west 
side of the house, a double row of plain seats in the centre, 
occupied by the members, and a row of short seats along 
the east side, where the people who were not mend)er8 were 
usually seated. The stjuare pews on the west side of the 
meeting-house were owned by those j>cople, with their 
descendants, wdio had contributed most towards the erec- 
tion of the meeting-house. In the double row of seats in 
the centre of the house, the men occupied one row and the 
women the other, in the maimer of the (Junkers, from whom 
they probably copied the custom. The building was 
destitute of a steeple, was never painted, inside or out, and 
it gradually went to decay. It was so much injured by 
the great gale of 1815 as to be unfit for further use, and in 
the year 18*25, during a high wind, it fell into a lieap of 
ruins, The site is still called " Mecting-IIouse Hill," 
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Daniel Fisko died in 1753, when John Gorton was called 
to the pastoral office, and was ordained the same year. lie 
continued to sustain this relation to the church until his 
decease in 1792. After his death, Thomas Manchester met 
with them, and administered the ordinances of the Gospel 
among them, as late as the year 1834. 

After the society abandoned the old meeting-house, Elder 
Hilanchester (as he was called) held services monthly in the 
Court House, and was remarkable for the length of his 
sermons, and for his power of endurance, as he would 
sometimes preach from two o'clock in the afternoon until 
sunset. 

In the year 1827, after having passed through a variety 
of changes, and received between two an<l three hundred 
pei*sons into fellowshij*, the Society was reduced to the 
original number of fifty-three. 

From 1834 to 1844, Elder Thomas Tillinghast officiated 
monthly, but for a number of years past there have l>een no 
regular services. After the year 1834, they woi*shi|>ed in 
the school-house which stood near the junction of Duke and 
King streets. They had contributed to its erection on con- 
dition that they should be permitted to occupy it. The 
church, at the last yearly conference, numbered only fifteen 
members. 



CHAPTER IX 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES,— METHODIST EPISCO- 
PAL CHURCH, 

During the year 1831 the Society of Methodists erected 
their liouse of worshij) on the corner of ]\l«iin and Queen 
streets. Previous to tliis time they held their services in 
the Court House, that asyhim for all societies who have no 
church of their own. For a long time they struggled hard 
for existence, but are now in a flourishing state. In 1846 
they built a handsome and convenient parsonage in the 
rear of their church. During the year 1850 they found 
their church was too small to accommodate all who wished 
to attend the services, and that an enlargement was abso- 
lutely necessary. The building was therefore sawed into 
two parts, the east end moved off, and a portion inserted 
large enough to contain twenty-four additu)nal pews. An 
excellent organ, (for the time), the gift of the ]*owcr Street 
Church, Providence, was placed in the organ loft. 

That organ was afterwards removed to the vestry, and 
another magnificent instrument was procured, purchased by 
the financi.'iT efforts of Dr. Eben Tourj6e, now Director of 
the New England Conservatory of Music, Boston. 

Dr. Tourjee, was formerly a resident of East C4reenwich, 
and for a long time the efficient Superintendent of the 
Sunday School in this church. 

The first Methodist K(M-mon j)reached in Rhode Island 
was in C'harlestown, by the Rev. Jesse Lee, then on a mis- 
sionary tour from New York to Boston, and was delivered 
on the third of Sejitember^ 1789. 

East Greenwich first ajipoars in the list of .appointments 
in 1792. Up to 1807 it formed a part of the circuit con- 
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nccicd with Warren, Warwick and Providence at different 
times. 

Since 1807 the following persons have been the succes- 
sive ])ustors at East Greenwich : 



1807. Pliny Brett. 
1808-9. Theophilos Smith. 
1810. A. Btebbhis. 

Elisha Streetor. 

Warren Bannister. 

Daniel Wont worth. 

Joel Steele. 

Eilward Hyde. 

Elisha Streetor. 

Daniel Dorchester. 

JiUion Walker. 

Isiuie SUxhlunl, 8(>l4)nu>ii HiUH 
and Benjamin Sabin. 

llezoklah Thatcher. 

Francis Dane. 

Jjowis Bates. 

EHsiia L^rink and Caleb 

Elisha B'rink and Ephraim 

K. Avery. 
B. IfazleUm and M. Willtor. 
B. Ilazlcton and O. Kubbins. 
1827-8. Francis Dane. 
1829. Amasa Taylor and John D. 
Baldwin. 
Amasa Taylor. 
Charles Vir£;in. 
Robert Gould and Jonathan 

Cady. 
Robert Gould and lliram 
Cummings. 
18t')4-5. James Porter. 



1811. 
1812. 
1813. 
1814. 
1815. 
181(t. 
1817. 
1H18. 
1819. 

1820. 
1821. 
1822. 
1823. 

1824. 

1825. 
182(>. 



1830. 
1831. 
1832. 

1833. 



1830-7. Nathan Paine. 

1338. B. K. Bannister. 

18.*t9. Francis Dane. 

1H40. Joseph McRcading. 

1841. Benjamin F. Teft. 

1W2. George F. Poole. 

1S13-5. Sunmel C. Brown. 

1840. L. W. Blood. 

1H47-8. If. W. Houghton. 

IWO. J. M. Worcester. 

hsno-l. Richard liivsiiy. 

lKr»2-;i. Williuiii Cone. 

1854-5. N. Beniis. 

1H5C. W. H. Stetson. 

1857. William Livsey, 

1H58-9. R. Donkorsley. 

iStiO. Sanniel W. Cutggi^hall and 

James A. De;ui. 
181)1. James A. Dean. 
18(>2. C. S. Sandfttrd. 
lH<i:M. A. P. Aikiu. 
mV). E. S. Stanley. 
mk\, A. A. Wright and J. T. 

Benton. 
1867. J. T. Benton. 
18<W. S. A. Whisor. 
18(J9-72. J..F. Sheftield. 

1873. James Mather. 

1874. Wheeler. 

1875. Wright. 

1870. J. O. Benton, who is the 



l)resent rector. 

Tlie "chnrcli music" at tlic Metliodist CImrch here is 
now prohably the best in the State. Professor Hastings, 
who stands at tlie liead of his profession as a music teaclicr, 
for tlie past two years has been occupied in training a choir 
and chorus class, which is now Jible to execute some of the 
most difficult music. The singing gallery had become so 
crowded, that last year the J>oard of Trustees concluded to 
enlage the church by building an annex on the east end of 
the building in the rear of the clergyman's desk, to be occu- 
pied by the organ and clioir. 



CHAPTER X. 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES,— THE FREEWILL 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

TiTK principles ami practices of tlic Freewill Baptist 
Cliurch were known to the peojilc of tliis town, and had 
been embraced by some of them, m.iny years bef(n*e the 
fonndation of the Baptist Chnrch in this village. This is 
evident from tlie fact that meetings were occasionally held 
in the ('<mrt House and in school-houses, under the direc- 
tion of Messrs. Curtis, Nil(»s and other Baptist preachers, 
as the result of which nuite a nmnber endiraced Baptist 
principles, and were baptiz(Ml in our brnncli of the Narra- 
gansett Hjiy, by the liev. Dr. Gano, of Providence. 

Tlie history of the church as an organized body dates 
from the year 1839. On the .30th of January of that year, 
an ecclesiastical council met at the house of the Rev. 
Thomas T<^w to take into consideration the ]»n>priety of 
forming a l>aptist ('hun^h in this villiigc*. .1 )elegates were 
)»resent from two churches in J*n»vidence, and fnnn the 
churches in Westerly, IMchmond, l*a\vtucket, Arkwright 
Fiskeville, Warwick and East Greenwich. 

The council was organized by the choice of the Rev. John 
Dowling, D. D., as Moderator, and the Rev. E. K. Fuller, 
as Clerk. 

Seventeen mend)ers of regular Baptist churches presented 
their letters to the council, together with the articles of 
faith and covenant adopted by them, and were duly recog- 
nized and constituted as an independent church. The ]>ub- 
lic services of recognition were held in the Methodist meet- 
ing-house, which was kindly offered for the pur])ose by the 
members of that Society. Rev. A. G. l*almer offered the 
opening prayer. JJev. John Dowling preached the sermon ; 
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B. C. Grafton gave the prayer of recognition ; B. Johnson 
the charge to the church, and J. W. Allen offered the con- 
chiding prayer. 

In a few weeks after its formation, tlic cliurch received 
an interesting and encouraging letter from Mrs. Pardon 
Miller, of the Firat Providence Church, accompanied with 
a communion service which she presented to the infant 
body as a token of her interest in its welfare. 

The meetings of the church, for a number of years, were 
held in a school-house, or in the Court House, and the ser- 
vices were conducted by the llev. Thomas Tew and other 
ministers, until November, 1845, when the llev. O. C 
Wheeler was called to the i)astorate. 

A council consisting of delegates from fifteen churclies 
assembled on the 12th of November, examined and ordained 
him. Deacon James Til ley was at the same time set apart 
to his office by " the laying on of hands." 

During ]V[r. Wheeler's ministry, in April, 1840, the church 
a)>pointed a committee of six to inquire into the expediency 
of taking immediate measures for the erection of a house of 
worship. That committee subsequently reported in favor 
of building a house, and recommended the appointment of 
another committee to present a plan, procure a site, and re- 
port on the probable expense. Such a committee was af)- 
pointed, and, in accordance with their recommendation the 
church voted, on the 25th of April, to build a house forty 
by fifty feet, at an expense of not less than $3,000, including 
the site. The pastor was appointed agent to solicit 
funds for the object, and Messrs. A. Wall and W. J. Shel- 
don were appointed a building committee. 

The house was built and dedicated in January, 1847, the 
Rev. T. E. Jameson, of Providence, preaching the sermon. 
The pews were rented in the afternoon of the day of dedi- 
cation. 

The first committee recommended the free-seat system, 
and the church adopted their recommendation, but subse- 
quently rescinded the motion. 

In October, 1840, the church appointed a committee to 
procure a charter from the General Assembly. Accordingly 
an act was drawn up, and a Society incorporated, under the 
name of the " First Baptist Society of East Greenwich." 
Messrs. Wm. J. Sheldon, James 1 illey, Albert G. Little- 
field, John 11. Baker, Ashbel Wall, O. C. Wheeler, John D. 
lliggins, William Bodtisli, Bowen Vaughn and William 
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Holden, were appointed to represent the Society in the 
charter. 

Mr. Wheeler continued in the pastoral office until No- 
vember, 1847j when he resigned. In February of the fol- 
lowing year the church extended an invitation to the Rev. 

B. F. Hedden to become its pastor, which invitation he ac- 
cepted, laboring with so much success that the little church 
nearly doubled in numbers under his ministry, which 
termmated in July, 1851. Their house of worship was en- 
larged during Mr. Hedden's pastorate by the addition of 
twenty-four pews. The belfry was erected, a bell of fine 
tone was placed in it, and Mr. Jabez Gorham, of Provi- 
dence, presented a clock for the interior. 

Mr. Hedden was followed in the pastoral office by the 
Rev. F. A. Archibald, he being unanimously elected pastor 
in November, 1851. He was a remarkably eloquent and 
talented preacher, and labored with the church until April, 
1853, when he tendered his resignation. 

The Rev. E. Warren was the next pastor, acting in that 
capacity only one year, from October, 1853, to October, 
1854. 

From December, 1854, to Mav, 1855, the Rev. Mr. 
Gilbert supplied the pulpit, when he was released from his 
engagement, and the Rev. S. G. Smith was invited to sup- 
ply the place for four months, at the end of which time the 
church called him to ordination. 

A council was convened September 6th, 1855, of which 
the Rev. J. C. Welch was moderator, and the Rev. C. 
Rhodes, clerk. The sermon was preached by the Rev. W. 

C. Richards ; the ordaining prayer made by the Rev. J, 
Welch; the hand of fcllowshij) given by the Rev. W. 
Randolph ; the address to the church was delivered by the 
Rev. J. F. Baker, and the concluding prayer made by the 
Rev. N. F. Allen. Mr. Smith filled the pastoral relation 
about five years, his letter of resignation being read March 
3d, 1860. During his ministry a season of spiritual refresh- 
ing was enjoyed, and a goodly number was added to the 
church. The meeting-house was frescoed, carpeted, and 
much improved in other respects. 

In October, 1860, J. E. Wood, of Groton Centre, Con- 
necticut, was called to the pastorate, but served in that 
capacity only a few months. The next pastor was the Rev. 
George Howell. He had been ordained in Nantucket, and 
came to this church on trial for three months, commencing 

10 
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June 1st, 1861. At the expiration of that time he was 
called as pastor, and was recognized as such by a council 
held on the 12th of November, of which the Rev. S. Adlam 
was moderator, and the Rev. William Fitts, clerk. The 
Rev. Henry Jackson, D. D., preached on the occasion. In 
the evening of the same da^ Mr. Bowen Vaughn was or- 
dained deacon, the Rev. William Fitts preaching an ap- 
propriate sermon. While Mr. Howell was pastor the War- 
ren Association, having become very large, was divided 
and a new association formed, called the Narragansett As- 
sociation, and the church in Bast Greenwich (iutluenced 
^eatly by Dr. Jackson) became one of its constituent mem- 
bers, the vote to that enect being dated June 16th, 1861. 

On the 28th of May, 1862, Mr. Howell sent in his resig- 
nation, which was accepted. Rev. I. Cheseborough was the 
next pastor, commencing his official work on the first Sab- 
bath m November, 1862, and continuing in the faithful dis- 
charge of it until January, 1866, when he retired from the 
field. 

He was followed by the Rev. C. W. Ray, who was called 
to the pastoral care of the church in March, 1866, and at his 
request was dismissed in February, 1868. In the last year 
of Mr. Ray's ministry an excellent organ was placed in the 
church through the enterprise of the women oi the Society. 

The present paster, Kev. Gilbert Robbins, was unan- 
imously invited to the position he occupies, in October, 
1868, and has continued up to this time, 18/7. 



CHAPTER XL 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES,— MARLBORO STREET 

CHAPEL, 

The Marlboro Street Chaj^el was erected in 1872, at the 
sole expense of William N. Sherman, Esq. The dimensions 
are twenty-eight by fifty feet, and the edifice was built of 
the best materials the market afforded, high between joints, 
beautifully arched, and will seat about three hundred per- 
sons, and cost about $5,000. There are no pews, but settees 
enougli to seat all who choose to attend, and the room is 
often crowded to its utmost capacity. It contains a pipe 
and a rocd organ. 

The desk has been regularly supplied by various ministers 
of evangelical denominations, and the Sunday School and 
Library are supjiorted almost entirely at the expense of 
Mr. Slierman. Tlie sittings are free. Many persons in this 
village are unable to purcliase a pew or hire a seat in any of 
the ciiurches here, but at the Friends' Meeting-House or at 
the Marlboro Street Chapel, they can worsliip whenever 
thcv choose, free of expense. The opening notice at the 
deification, closed with " whosoever will, may come." 

The mission lias been successful. Introductory services 
were Iicld in the chapel at its opening, November 10th, 1872. 

A church, which is an Independent Baptist, of liberal 
communion, was formed June 13th, 1874, consisting of more 
than sixty members. In the belfry at the north ^w^ of the 
building, hangs the finest toned bell in the village, the 
sound of which can be heard more distinctly than the 
others, on account of its clearness and sweetness. 

There are two other churches in East Greenwich, but as 
I have been unable to obtain any particulars in reference to 
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them, (even dates), I will only mention their names and 
locations : 

About twenty-five years ago the Roman Catholic denom- 
ination built a small chapel on Main street, at the south end 
of the village, and afterwards erected the present handsome 
church edifice on the same site. The name of the church 
is, " Our Lady of Mercy." 

In 1874 a Swedish church (Lutheran) was erected on 
Spring street, near the public school-house, where the ser- 
vices are conducted in tlie Swedish language. 

At the western part of the town, at a place called French- 
town, a small church edifice was erected more than fifty 
years since, called ** the Seminary." I have not been able 
to obtain any information concerning it other than that it 
is a Baptist church. 



CHAPTER XII. 



PHYSICIANS. 



This interesting history of the deceased physicians of 
East Greenwich, wlio liave jn-acticed here from its earliest 
settlement to the year 1838, was written by Dr. James H. 
Eldridge. The paper was found to be so full and exhaust- 
ive, that it is used entire. 

From the settlement of tlie town to the year 1700, 
there is nothing in tlic records toshow tliatany ])ractitioner 
of medicine resided liere or in the vicinity. The intimate 
business relations and frequent intercourse with Newi>ort, 
made it convenient to procure assistance from tliat to>vn in 
pressing emergencies of sickness or injury; while the more 
ordinary minor maladies were manjiged by womc^i of ex- 
perience and good judgment. A scrap from the records 
will show how diflicult and delicate afiEairs were disposed of 
by the authorities in those days. 

"At a Town Council called and held at the house of 
Susannali Spencer, widow, KcHuMiary 24th, IG84, after hear- 
ing complaint and taking the testnnony, the Council see 
cause to empanel a jury of twelve women of the neigh- 
borhood. Thereupon eleven of them a])j>eared. The names 
of the women who apj>eared are as follows : Hannah Ben- 
nett, widow, Hannah Long, Sarah Knight, widow, 
Elizabeth Heath, Elizabeth Pearce, Elsa Wood, Catherine 
Weaver, Nancy Nichols, Mandy Snell, and Anna Knight. 
Being engfiged according to law, and receiving their 
charge, the women did immediately withdraw, and within 
an hour's time return accordingly, having fully agreed upon 
a verdict." 

This shows how these wise women were relied upon to 
decide difficult affairs which would have been referred to a 
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physician, if there had been one in the village, or in the 
vicinity. It is sufficient proof that up to this date, there 
was no professed medical practitioner in the town. 

Thomas Spencer, son of John and Susannah Spencer, 
born on the 22d day of July, 1679, was the first English 
child born in East Greenwich. He was also the first phy- 
sician who practiced here. As he was a seventh son, he 
may have been indebted to this fact for liis title, as it wa& 
the custom of his time to attribute wonderful powers to 
the seventh son in the healing art, and to call him doctor. 

However this may have been, he was evidently a man 
of respectable attainments, as the records of the town 
abundantly show. Ho was town clerk for thirty-nine 
years, from 1713 to 1752 ; several times deputy to the 
General Assembly, a magistrate and large proprietor, a 
member of the Society of Friends, and for some years be- 
fore his death a recognized minister of that respectable 
body of Christians. 

Dr. Spencer built the house in which he resided on the 
hill near the bluif, the southern tennination of that beauti- 
ful ridge which extends from the Drum-Rock near Ap 
ponaug, to this point. The house has been removed within 
the last fifteen years, and is now replaced by one of modern 
construction, owned by Mr. Henry P. Eldridge. The old 
house was more recently known as the Benjamin Howland 
place, and before that as the Thomas Aldrich house. Dr. 
Spencer's house was a generous mansion of the olden time, 
with its huge stone chimney and hipped roof, small windows 
— some of them with diamond-shaped panes — set in leaden 
sash ; one great room, with the guest chamber over it, of 
the same liberal dimensions, to be used on occasions of 
festivity and hospitality, for which it was always noted. 

Dr. Spencer's reputation as a physician does not appear 
to have been confined to this immeaiate neighborhood, but 
reached other towns. 

Thomas Aldrich came from Smithfield to reside in his 
(Dr. Spencer's) family as a student of medicine, and re- 
mained there, marrying his only daughter, and succeeding 
him in the possession of his estate and reputation as a man 
of note, and as a member of the Society of Friends, al- 
though it does not appear that he ever practiced medicine. 
Perhaps his wife inherited property sufficient to save him 
from the laborious life of a country physician. Lucky man, 
and how much he is to be envied I 
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At a town meeting lield for the choice of officers early 
in April, 1752, Giles Pearce was chosen clerk for the day : 
" In ye room of Thomas Spencer of his impaired action and 
nonability of body, he not beiiijSf able to perform ye duties 
of ye same." A few days latcM- a meeting was cnlled to 
choose a clerk in place of Thomas Spencer, deceased. A 
manifestation of re8])ect and tender regjird not often shown 
for our most honored public officials in these days. 

Dr. Spencer nearly completed his seventy-fifth year. He 
was buried in the Old Friends' Meeting-House yard, near 
Payne's Mill, but there is no stone with an inscription to 
mark the precise spot. He was twice married, his firet wife 
dying in 1742, and his second one in 1747. By his first 
wife he had two children, a son who died in early life, and 
a daughter who married Thom«as Aldrich. Mrs. Aldrich 
left no children. 

In the year 1742, Doctor Duty Jerauld, came from Med- 
field, in Massachusetts, to settle in East Greenwich as a 
ihysician. His parents were French Huguenot refugees. 
~ut the doctor w.is born in this country, a fact he often 
mentioned with j)ride, that he was a native American, and 
probably might be President of the United States. His 
father was a ])hysician, and it is i)robable that the son re- 
ceived his medical instruction from him. He was about 
thirty years of age wIkmi he came here, and soon after his 
settlement he married the daughter of Edward Gorton, of 
WarAvick, near Gorton's Pond. When ho first came to 
East Greenwich he resided at the corner of Duke and 
Queen streets, in a house formerly known as the Goddjird 
house, but more recently as the Richard Edward's house. 
The house has been torn down since and a new one built on 
its site. 

After remaining here some twenty years, he removed to 
a small farm on the Apf)onaug road, ju-obably for the con- 
venience of his practice, it being situated midway between 
the villages of Apponaug and ^st Greenwich. The house 
is now standing, Iiaving been altered and used for a time as 
the asylum for the poor of the town of Warwick. Dr. 
Jerauld had a family of five sons and four daughters. 
His eldest son, Gorton Jerauld, was a physician, and at one 
time had a hospital for the inoculation and treatment of 
small-pox, in the western portion of the Town of Warwick. 
He afterwards removed from the State, and died at the 
West. James Jerauld, another son, was for many years 
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town clerk of Warwick. One of his daughters married 
Samuel Pearce, of Prudence Island, and was the mother of 
the late celebrated Hon. Dutee Jerauld Pearce. 

Thirty years ago the name of Dr. Jerauld was often 
heard. Ills memory was very dear to many of the old 
people in this part of the State, lie was unusually kind and 
gentle in his manners, and especially so in his intercourse 
with the sick. He always wore the ])lain garb of the 
Friends, and hi his latter years connected himself informally 
with that sect, probably by convincement. 

There are a few persons even now who remember him as 
a very old man, ridnig in a gig, or dismantled chaise, calling 
at the houses of his friends and patients, giving them greet- 
ings and advice without leaving his carriage, which lame- 
ness prevented, and receiving from them such refreshments 
as it was customary at that tmie to offer, and which his age 
and many infirmities required. His skillful treatment and 
kind care of the sick is not yet forgotten, and many of his 

1)rescriptions and wise hygenic injunctions, have 1»een 
landed down to the ])resent day. Dr. Jerauld was of short 
stature, rather stout in fonn and of a dark complexion. 
His countenance was marked by bright black eyes, of pe- 
culiarly pleasant expression, which is plainly to be seen now 
in his descendants of the fifth generation. 

When about eighty years old he was thrown from his 
carriage and received a severe injury from which he never 
recovered, but ever afterwards waited with difliculty and 
with the aid of a crutch. He died in July, 1813, in the 
ninety-first year of his age. 

Joseph Joslyn, an accomplished jihysician from Scotland, 
came to East Greenwich in 1770, having been induced to 
settle here through the influence of Governor Greene and 
other gentlemen of the neighborhi>od. He was esteemed 
not only as a skillful physician but as an accomplished 
gentleman, and a great acquisition to the social circle. Soon 
after he came here he married the widow of Archibald 
Campbell, and lived in the house she owned on the west 
side of ]\rain street, the third house north from the Court 
House and now owned by Mr. Duty J. Babcock. Dr. Joslyn 
devoted himself esjiecially to the treatment of small-pox, 
and had a hospital here and elsewhere, to which great num- 
bers came from remote parts of the neighboring country to 
be inoculated and pass through the disease under his care. 
The old rambling gambrel-roofed house known as the Fry ' 
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1>lace was nso<l for one of tliose hospitals. The house was 
mriied within the hist three or four years, and a more 
modern structure has replaced it, owned by our postmaster, 
Christopher Shippee, Esq. 

Dr. .Toslyn gave himself up to habits of intemperance and 
died at the early age of forty-four, in the year 1780, and 
was buried in the cemetery on what is called the Old Baptist 
Hill. Our late, much honored townsman, Joseph J. Tilling- 
hast, was named, as he told me, for Dr. Joslyn. 

At the close of the war in 1782, Dr. Peter Turner estab- 
lished himself here as a physician and surgeon. Dr. Turner 
was the son of William Turner, of Newark, New Jersey, 
and grandson of Captain William Turner, of Newport, Ilhoae 
Island. He was born September 2d, 1751, and married in 
1776, Martha, daughter of Cromwell Childs, in Warren, 
Rhode Island, and died in East Greenwich in the month 
of February, 1822. His father died when he wjis very 
young and left him in the care of Dr. Canfield, his half- 
brother, with whom he studied medicine. At the com- 
mencement of the Revolutionary War he joined the army, 
and was attached to one of the Rhode Island regiments, 
commanded by Colonel Greene, as the surgeon, and served 
until the close of the war. 

He was inclined to settle in this town because he had 
formed many acquaintances and strong friendships for many 
persons from here while in the army, and also from the fact 
that General Varnum, who was his brother-in-law, resided 
here at that time. Dr. Turner was the first medical man in 
this part of the State who had any experience in surgery, 
and coming so recently from the army as he did, the good 
pc<)j»le of the country an»und felt no little apprehension in 
placing themselves under the care of one who might, before 
they were aware of it, take off an arm or a leg, without so 
much as saying by your leave. This fear, however, soon wore 
off, and he found himself engaged in an extensive practice, ex- 
tending ten miles or more in every direction. He was a 
skillful surgeon, a bold and successful operater, and much 
preferred this branch of his ]>rofession. He was, as stated, 
the surgeon of Colonel Greene's regiment, and his services 
and kind care, were gratefully remembered by the old sol- 
diers, as long as they lived. 

Captain Jonathan Andros, who was in the battle of Red 
Bank, while relating the particulars of that memorable 
action, and it was always his pleasure to do it, ever spoke 
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of the tender care of the wounded shown by Dr. Turner, in 
contrast to the harsh treatment of the Hessian surgeon 
whom it would have been his pleasure to have shot dead on 
the spot, if he could only had the word of command to war- 
rant it. In thb battle Count Donop was mortally wounded 
and left on the field. Dr. Turner attended and ministered 
to him in his last moments, securing his spurs and sword, 
the only substantial gifts he could bestow. These relics are 
fitill preserved and cherished in the family as of great value. 
His manner was at times severe, and when occasion seemed 
to require it, he could use strong language — a habit which 
he had probably acquired in early life m the army. " They 
Bwore terribly in Flanders," as Uncle Toby said, and this is 
not unusual m armies elsewhere, A habit of tliis kind, once 
contracted, is not easily controlled. If at times, in his inter- 
course with the peoi)le of a town like this he manifested 
this harsh temper, it was abundantly sliown that he pos- 
sessed tender teelings and refined and cultivated tasles. 

His house, on the corner of Court House lane and 
Pearco street, was in his time an attractive feature of the 
village. The front door, with its porch shaded by a grape 
vine planted there over one hundred years ago, is still living 
and bearing fruit ; the curiously i)aved yard on the west 
side of the house, with the specimens of minerals and 
antiquities collected in the neighborhood ; the garden on 
the east filled with rare flowers and choice fruit, the low 
fence on the lane allowing every one passing to have the 
full enjoyment of all this beauty and not reserving it for 
himself alone. The first syringa, the first white lilac, and 
the first crown imperial ever seen in East Greenwich were 
in Dr. Turner's famous garden. This love of flowers was 
characteristic of every member of Dr. Turner's family, and 
has descended and remained with them to this day. 

Dr. Turner was one of the founders of the Social 
Library, a valuable collection of English literature, (stand- 
ard works), preserved with care and much read by the 
then young people, more than half a century ago. Dr. 
Turner had at different times many students — the late Dr. 
William Turner, of Newport, who was his nephew and his 
son-in-law ; the late Dr. Tibbitts, of Apponaug ; Dr. 
Thomas Tillinehast, who resided in the southwest part of 
the town, that is now called Frenchtown ; Dr. King, who 
was a nephew of his, and who lived and died in Exeter, 
And also his sons Daniel, who removed to St. Mary's, Georgia, 
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and (lied of yellow fever ; Henry, avIio abandoned the pro- 
fession of medicine and removed to the West, and after- 
ward to the South, where he died within the last twenty 
years ; and the late James Varnum Turner, of Newport. 

In his figure and personal ai)pearance Dr. Turner was 
short and rather stout, very erect, and active in his move- 
ments. He had lost the sight of one eye, over which he 
wore a green shade, or shaded it with his hand when he 
walked m the street. It was his custom to ride on horse- 
back to visit his patients, always on the canter, with his 
cane pohited forward between the horse's ears. He was 
very sociable in his habits, fond of conversation, and no 
man it is said could tell a story with better effect than he. 
For a number of years he was confined to his room, and 
for a long time to his bed, entirely helpless from paralysis. 
He died, as previously stated, February 14th, 1822, and 
was buried with masonic honors in the Grove, a beautiful 
spot which he owned, and which Avas then covered with 
splendid oak trees, one or two of which are still remaining 
near the house of ilr. Henry A. Thomas. After lying there 
many years his remains were removed to Newport and 
placed in the family burying-gi-ound of his descendjints. 

Dr. Charles Eldridge came to East Greenwich on 
October 10th, 1810, to supply for a time a vacancy made 
by the rcnioval of Dr. Tibliitts. It was not his intention 
at the time to make a ])ermauont settlement, but to employ 
himself with such work in his profession, as ho might find, 
for a year or two. He intended to enjoy as he could a 
residence by the sea-side, (a novelty then), with the privi- 
lege of sailing and fishing for a time, and seek fi permanent 
home in some more prosj)crous town. He soon found him- 
self actively engaged in his practice, and never, with very 
rare exceptions, left the town, and never availed himself 
for a day, of the promised ])leasurcs of sailing and fishing. 

Dr. Eldridge was born in Brookline, Connecticut, July 
31st, 1784. He studied medicine with Dr. Thomas Hub- 
bard, in Pomfret, attended medical lectures at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, and was for one year a resident 
student at the Pennsylvania Ilosiiital. He soon became 
interested in the welfare of East Greenwich, its business, 
its institutions of religion and learning, and was a liberal 
contributor to its interests. He was verv fond of agricul- 
ture, and did much by his example in this way, to introduce 
improvements in the cultivation of its soil. To the unfor- 
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tunate and afflicted he was ever ready with his sympathy 
and substantial aid ; a terror to the truant boys and vaga- 
bond men, he often took upon himself their guardianship, 
and succeeded in improving and sometimes in pernninently 
reforming them. 

Although he could find time to interest himself in the 
affairs of the town, by far the largest share of his time and 
thoughts were absorbed in professional duties. Commenc- 
ing business when a malignant epidemic was raging over 
New England, he was soon engaged in an arduous practice, 
with all of its cares and responsibilities. A disci] »le of Dr. 
Hush, his treatment of disease was marked bv the peculiar- 
ities which distinguished the teachings of that wonderful 
man, and he was subjected to the severe criticisms of the 
physicians, and severe remarks from some of the intelligent 
people. He soon, however, gained the respect of one and 
the confidence and esteem of the other. The character of 
Dr. Rush he always held in the highest esteem, and pro- 
fessed himself a follower of his school of medicine ; but he 
was not a blind follower of any school or theory. His habits 
and powers of observation enabled him to notice and to 
appreciate every variety which disease assumed. The epi- 
demic tendency and influence of the season, the peculiar 
constitution and habits of the patient were always his care- 
ful study, and his prescriptions and treatment were adapted 
to their condition, never hesitating to use potent means 
when the necessity of the case seemed to require it. It 
was not his custom to give medicine to satisfy a caprice of 
the patient, or to keep up appearances among the friends. 
He kept himself well informed in the progress of medical 
science, and every thing new in the way of improvement 
which his judgment and his experience could approve, he 
readily adopted. For the practice of surgery he was physi- 
cally and and mentally fitted, and although he did not de- 
vote himself to it specially, his reputation and extensive 
acquaintance called him to all critical cases within a circuit 
of many miles. It was his ])ride rather to avoid than per- 
form heroic oi>erations, and he would speak with pride and 
satisfaction of the limbs he had saved after those frightful 
injuries which so often occur in the cotton mills. Dr. El- 
dridge was one of the petitioners for the charter of the 
Rhode Island Medical Society, and was among its first mem- 
bers. In 1834 he was chosen President, and continued to 
hold the office for three years. lie was an honorary mem- 
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ber of tlie Connecticut Medical Society, and in 1835 re- 
ceived the degree of M. D., from Yale College. 

In the winter of 1837-8 he became involved in his pecun- 
iary affairs, having taken stock in a manufacturing company 
which had become bankrupt. Harassed by this unexpected 
change in his condition, a latent organic disease of the 
heart began to manifest itself. His hitherto robust consti- 
tution, wliich had withstood the wear and tear of thirty 
years of hard labor, began to show signs of decay. He 
soon became aware of the fatal tendency of his disease and 
submitted with Christian resignation to the will of Provi- 
dence. At times his sufferings were severe, but he contin- 
ued to visit patients until a few weeks before his death. He 
was comforted in his days of illness by the kind attentions 
of his professional brethren. His death occurred on the 
15th day of September, 1838, in the fifty-fifth vear of hia 
age, after a residence in this town of twenty-eignt ye?irs. 

11 
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LA WYERS. 

Akoiiibald Campbell. 

Tub carlicKt lawyer of whom we liave any account in 
East Greenwich was Archibald Campbell, lie Bettleil here 
about the year 1750, and commenced the practice of law in 
Kent County. Whether Mr. Campbell was liberally 
educated or regularly studied law, is unknown. lie con- 
tinued in his profession at East Greenwich until his death. 
His practice was large in the county, and not inconsider- 
able on the circuits, lie was ])opular and gi*eatly esteemed 
by the ))ublic. The Town of East Greenwich, in 1768, 
elected him its representative to the General Assembly of 
the Colony. Mr. Campbell was a valuable member of the 
Legislature, and was appointed on various important com- 
mittees. He was reelected to the same honorable oDice as 
long as his health permitted, but his constituents were 
shortly deprived of the benefits of his talents and useful- 
ness. Mr. Campbell died in 1709, leaving one son, named 
Jacob, and three daughters. In the Baptist cemetery in 
East Greenwich a handsome grave-stone is erected to his 
memory. More information is transmitted to us resi>ecting 
him from the following inscription upon it than from any 
other source now extant: 

** In Msmort of 

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, ESQUIRE, 

Son of Archibald, and Grandson of the 
Rev. Daniel Campbell, and ne^)hew of the Rev. John Campbell 

Late President of the 

College of Glasgow, 

who departed this life October IGth, 1709. 

in the 
41st year of His Age. 
Viator ecce patria columeu 
Juris pressium beniginim genitorum 
Et indulgent issimus maritum." 

[Englished thus: 
Traveler, behold the patriot, the lawyer. 
The kind father, and the most indulgent husband.] 
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Jacob Campbell 

was the only son of Archibald Campbell, Esq., and was 
born in East Qreenwich in 1760, and graduated from Rhode 
Island College in September, 1783, with the reputation of a 
fine scholar. After he gradunfcd he was preceptor of a 
cla8sic<il school in East Greenwich for a short period, and 
then entered the oiHce of General Varnum as a student of 
law. Daniel Updike, William Greene, Ray Greene, John 
Bowman and George Tillinghast were his fellow students. 
Jacob Campbell was admitted to the bar, opened an office 
in East Greenwich, and had some success in his profession. 
His talents and acquirements entitled him to a full share of 
practice, but General Varnum, who resided in the same 
town, overshadowed all his brother lawyers. 

Mr. Campbell devoted many of his leisure hours to classic 
literature and poetry. In his nervous temperament he was 
very unfortunate, for he wa« proud and yet often dejected, 
was early and deeply imbued with jealousy. With a mind 
sensitive and nervous, he was borne down by fancied in- 
juries Jind neglect. The ostentatious manner of Mr. Ray 
Greene filled him with an unbearable antipathy. If they 
met in the social circle, Campbell felt that any solitary re- 
treat would be more soothing to his sensitive nature. 

The Legislature, after the peace of 1783, ordered the 
sheriffs to read the treaty between England and America 
at the court houses of their respective counties. At this 
time Mr. Campbell, by request, delivered to the inhabitants 
of East Greenwich an address. 

The oration was considered a wonderful production, and 
Mr. Updike in his " Memoirs of the Rhode Island Bar,'* 
publishes the whole speech, from which we introduce a 
single extract showing its general tenor : 

" Under the auspices of your illustrious chief, you have 
suffered the vicissitudes of war, borne its fatigues, braved 
its dangers, have fought, bled and conquered. Through every 
stage of its progress, East Greenwich has stood unrivallea. 
When we consider the early and decisive part she took, the 
unanimity and exertions of her inhabitants, the number and 
abilities of her offtcers, we shall conceive her entitled to a* 
splendid page in the annals of the Revolution ; and should 
she now pursue her advantages in commerce with that 
spirit and perseverance with which she has followed freedom 
her eminence in retirement will equal her glory in the field." 
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Mr. Campbell, having but little practice in his profession, 
indulged his innate taste for the muses. He published a 
small volume entitled " Poetical Essays." To what extent 
and with what success this talent was cultivated, the selec- 
tions which found a place in a well known school-book, 
"The Speaker," will demonstrate. Besides the small 
volume of " Poetical Essays," Mr. Campbell was the author 
of a number of essays in prose. Some letters of his were a 
few yeara since in the possession of a relative. Upon en- 
quiry he told the same repeated story, that upon his fre- 
quent removals these papers were so troublesome, that to 
relieve himself of the burden, he had burned them. Elegies 
written upon the death of Campbell, and of his fiancke^ 
Miss liussell, had shared the same fate. 

When relieved from the influence of his accustomed mel- 
ancholy, Campbell enraptured every circle with the spright- 
liness of his fancy and the fascination of his genius. His 
conversation, was ricli, his language vivid, his style lof tv, 
accompanied by a captivating sweetness that went directly 
to the hcaii; ; but when mentally depressed, he was silent 
and retiring, or disposed to pour into the bosom of some 
intimate friend the murmurings of his fancied gi'iefs. 

During his residence in college he became attached to 
Miss Eliza Russell, daughter of Joseph Russell. Their love, 
growing out of a long friendship, was mutual. He was of 
a ' feeble constitution, and was inclined to consumption. 
During his lingering illness she was constantly with him, 
and with her own hand ministered to the object of her 
plighted love, and her delicate attentions and watchfulness 
were unceasing. His sickness was dubious and Hattering 
for a long period, and she continued her affectionate efforts 
for his restoration with unremitted devotion, sometimes 
hoping for the Joys of a speedy recovery, at others despair- 
ing of a hopcnil termination. If she could not arrest dis- 
ease, she could relieve its ])ains, and with a holy affection 
smooth the pillow of death, pluck out its thorns, and deal 
out the consolations of the gos])el. After his death and 
funeral she retired to her room, and darkening it to her feel- 
ings, admitted only a few select friends, and particularly 
those who could discourse of hinx^ and like her of o/J, refusing 
to be comforted, she remained there until her death. A 
lady of East Greenwich, who had been intimate with them 
both, called to see her, and was admitted to her chamber 
with scarcely light enough to distinguish an object. Her 
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whole conversation was of the sickness, snfifering and death 
of Jacob Canq»bcll. She was waiting, with patient resigna- 
tion, the arrival of tlie wished for hour, when she should 
join him in heaven. She caused a very handsome tomb- 
stone, as the last tribute of affection, to be erected at his 
grave in the old 13aj)tist cemetery in East Greenwich, next 
to his fathers, with this inscription : 

In Memory of 

JACOB CAMPBELL, 

Son of Archibald Campbell, 

Attorney-o£-Law, 

Who departed this life March 5th, 1788, in the 

28th year of his age. 

*' Oh faithful memory ma^y thy lamp illume, 
The sacred sepulfhro with rmliaiice clear. 

Soft plifhted love shall rest upon his tomb, 
And friendship o'er it shed the fragrant tear.*' 

The suicidical couree adopted by this devoted woman upon 
this eventful occasion should not be allowed to pass without 
reproof. The dispensations of Heaven, however severe, are 
to be met and borne with Christian resignation. The in- 
fliction of self-injury or immolation, proceeds upon a princi- 
ple of retaliation or revenge utterly at variance with every 
feature of the Christian character, and nmst impress the con^ 
viction that its doctrines have been defectively inculcated or 
grossly misunderstood. That she should have bitterly wept 
to be bereaved of the object of her tenderest affections ; 
that her wounded heart should have heaved with the deepest 
emotions upon their earthly separation, is what all would 
expect, and in which all would sympathize. But to in- 
carcerate her person, and prematurely terminate her exist- 
ence, because the Deity, in his visitations, had disappointed 
her hojics, all must e<pially condenm. 

James Mitchell Varnum. 

James Mitchell Varnum was born in Dracut, Massachu- 
setts, in 1749. He entered Rhode Island College — now 
Brown University — (then Jocated in Warren), and was in 
the first class that graduated from that institution, in 1769, 
at the age of twenty. Soon after his college course he en- 
tered the office of Oliver Arnold, in Providence, then at- 
torney-general of the Colony. William Channing, Thomas 
Arnold, John S. Dexter, and himself, were fellow students 
at the time of Mr. Arnold's death, in 1770, and in the suc- 
ceeding year Mr. Varnum was admitted to the bar. He 
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settled in East Greenwich, where his talents acquired for 
him an extensive practice, and he traveled the circuits of 
the State, reaping the honors and emoluments of his profes- 
sion. 

Mr. Varnum had a great taste for military life, and early 
joined the ^^ Kentish Guards," and in 1774 was appointed 
commander of that company, wliich, from their superior 
acquirements in military tactics, became the nursery of so 
many distinguished ofticers during the Revolutionary War — 
General Greene, General Vanmm, Colonel Greene, Colonel 
Crary, Colonel Whitmarsh, Major Dexter, Captain Arnold, 
and others making thirty-two in all, who entered the patriot 
army, as commissioned ofliccrs from this company. The 
prominent part General Varnum took in the colonial con- 
troversy, inspired him with an ambition to enter the mili- 
tary service of his country. 

The venerable John Howland, President of the Histori- 
cal Society in this State, in a communication, says, that 
" when the news of the battle of Lexington reached East 
Greenwich, . General Varnum's company mustered and 
marched to Providence on their way to the scene of action. 
I recollect seeing them on their arrival, Nathanael Greene, 
afterwards the famous general, was a private with a musket 
on his shoulder, and Christo))her Greene, afterwards Colonel 
Greene, who defended Red Bank, was also there, a private 
in the same company. They marched beyond Pawtucket, 
and hearing that the enemy had returned to Boston, they 
returned to East Greenwich. The following week the Gen- 
eral Assembly convened, and resolved to raise three regi- 
ments of infantry and a company of artillery. Mr. Nathan- 
ael Greene, then a member of the House of Ilepresentatives, 
was appointed brigadier-general, and James Varnum, col- 
onel of the regiment to be raised in the counties of Kent 
and Kings, Daniel Hitchcock to be colonel of the regiment 
to be raised in Providence, and Church to be colonel of the 
regiment to be raised in the counties of Newport and Bris- 
tol. Varnum took rank over Hitchcock and Church from 
having comanded in the ' Kentish Guards,' with the rank 
of colonel. 

" The time for which these troops were called out expired 
December 81st, 1775. The State raised two regiments for 
the year 1776. Varnum commanded the first, and Hitch- 
cock the second. 

"The officers of these troops afterwards received com- 
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miBsions from the President of Congi-ess, when General 
Washington was aj^pointod coniniander-in-chicf. They 
were then styled Continental troops. In January, 1776, 
the State raised a regiment called State troops, to be sta- 
tioned at Newport. Tliey remained there until the disas- 
trous battle on Long Island. General Varnum then suc- 
ceeded to the command of the brigade ; but the necessity 
of the ca«e, and the perilous situation of the country, in- 
duced General Washington soon after to send General Var- 
num to the Assembly of Rhode Island for the same pur- 
pose, selecting for this all-important mission those officers 
for their well-known influence with their res])ective legisla- 
tures." " You may ask," continues Mr. Rowland, " why 
I have recited this long piece of old history, when the sub- 
ject on which I am engaged is merely a notice of Varnum, 
as a Rhode Island lawyer, to which I reply, that his military 
history is so intimately connected with his civil pursuits, 
that they cannot be properly separated ; and in this detail. 
Varnum and Hitchcock, as two Rhode Island lawyers, re- 
flect no small honor on the Rhode Island bar." 

The Legislature of this State, in consideration of General 
Varnum's national services, and effectually to secure them 
in defence of the State, in Mav, 1779, elected him major- 
general of the militia of the ^tate, to which office he was 
unanimously reelected during the remainder of his life. In 
April, 1780, the people of the State, in grateful recollection 
of his eminent services in the cause of public liberty, and 
desirous to throw into the national councils those distin- 

fuished talents which could be spared from the field, elected 
im their delegate to the confederated Congress of that 
year. Ah that body sat with closed doors, his voice could 
not be hvart] by the public, but his name upj)ear8 oftener on 
the published journals than many others of that body. 

Alter the war, General Varnum recommenced the prac- 
tice of law at East Greenwich with increased reputation, 
and was promptly engaged in all the important cases in 
the State. At that period great and important cases arose, 

f rowing out of the new position in which the State and 
ration were placed. 

Congress, by the ordinance of 1787, established the 
Northwestern Territory. General St. Clair was appointed 
Governor, September 5th, 1787, and General Varnum and 
Samuel Parsons, judges, in October following. General 
Varnum left this ^tate to assume his official duties in the 
spring of 1788, and arrived at Marietta, the established 
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seat of government, in May or Jnne. St. Clair did not ar- 
rive until the middle of July, {ind the Governor and judges 
being empowered conjointly to adopt laws for the govern- 
ment of the Territoi'v, no duties were performed by the 



judges until his arrival. 
Marii 



*ietta was selected by General Rufus Putnam, agent 
of the New England Lancf Company, for the site of a ^reat 
city. The settlers of Ohio congregated there. It was l>uilt 
at the confluence of the Muskingum with the Ohio rivers, 
and was named after the unfortunate Marie Antoinette. It 
was projected on a magnificent scale. They had their 
Campus MartmSy Sacra Via^ Capitolenum, inscribed 
u]»on the ])lat. But it was an unfortunate location, upon a 
sterile soil, and it remains to this day an inferior village. 

General Varnum was in feeble health on his arrival, and 
continued to decline during the autumn and winter season, 
until some tune in the month of March, 1789. During the 
winter he was under the care of Mrs. Cushing, wife of 
Colonel Nathaniel Cushing, until his death at Campus 
Martina^ a stockade built by the first settlers under 
Putnam. His funeral was attended by the military officers 
of the Revolution, (Colonel Harmer's officers), and an 
escort from his regiment in military fonn, and he was 
buried on the ridge northeast of the mound. Whether 
there was, or is now, any monument erected at the place, 
is very doubtful. 

It might have been gratifying to his vanity, but General 
Varnum committed an unfortunate error in accepting the 
office to which he was appointed. He had impaired his 
constitution by a free and liberal life, and with an en- 
feebled physical system, to leave his family, his circle of 
friends and the comforts of an old State, and a delightful 
mansion, erected in accordance with his own taste and 
ornamented to his fancy, to become a kind of pioneer in a 
new and unsettled country, among strangers, and in a 
society uncongenial to his habits, was delusive — fatally de- 
lusive. Professional pursuits in our populous cities are 
both more reputable and profitable than any of our national 
a]>]>oititments. Yet the overpowering charm of being pre- 
distingiiished from among the people, as capable, or being 
selected from among our associates, as entitled to public 
honor, is too allurmg to individual vanity. But the 
abandonment of our country, our friends, our firesides, and 
the endearing connections of home, is a sacrifice too dear 
for it all ; and so the imfortunate Varnum found it. On 
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horseback, nn<l ntteiulc<l by a solitary companion (Griffin 
Greene) lie left a country whicli honored him and an 
idolizing people, and traversed eight hundred miles of 
wilderness, mostly devoid of the comforts of life, and at 
his journey's end was tabernacled in a rude stockade, and 
surrounded by excitements, his disorders aggravated for 
the want of retirement and re])ose, breathing the deadly 
exhalations of a great and sluggish river, and protected by 
military array from the incursions of tliie western savage. 
The issue proved that he had no chance for life, and with 
a constitution too much impaired to return, he there lin- 
gered and expired. 

The career of General Varnum was active and brief. 
He graduated at twenty ; was admitted to the bar at twenty- 
two ; resigned his commission at thirtv-two ; was member 
of Congress the same year ; resumed his practice at thirty- 
three, continued his practice four years ; was elected to 
Congi'ess again at thirty-seven ; emigrated to the West at 
thirty-nine, and died at the early age of forty. From the 
time of his admission to the bar, to his departure from the 
State, was seventeen years. Deducting the four years he 
was in the military service and three years he was in Con- 
gress, his actual professional life was only ten years. He 
died in the year 1788. 

Early in life General Varnum married Martha, the eldest 
daughter of Cromwell Cliilds, of Warren, Rhode Island, a 
family of considerable distinction. Mrs. Varnum was an 
amiable and high-minded woman, and one of the most 
cheerful, sociable, and best of wives. She survived her 
husband forty-eiglit years, and died at l^ristol, October 10th, 
1887, at the advanced age of eiglity-eight years. General 
Varnum was represented to be a kind and affectionate hus- 
band, a steady and useful friend, highly esteemed and 
respected by his professional brethren, and a gentleman of 
very courteous manners. 

He built the Large and elegant house on Pearce street, 
opposite the Court House, in East Greenwich, now owned 
and occupied by George A. Brayton, Ex-,Tudge of the Su- 
preme Court, of Rhode Island. It is a very handsome 
structure even at the present time, and when it was erected, 
more than a century since, was considered one of the hand- 
somest houses in the Colony. The magnificent elm trees 
now standing in the front yard, were set there by the gen- 
eral's direction, before the Revolutionary War. 

Since the preceding sketch was written, the following in 
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relation to General Varnum has been discovered in the 
" Memoirs of Elkanah Watson " : 

"James Mitchell Varnum was appointed a brigadier- 
general in the Rhode Island line at an early period of the 
Kevolution. lie resided in East Greenwicli, and was one 
of the most eminent lawyers, and distinguished orators in 
the colonies. I first saw this learned and amiable man in 
1774, when I heard him deliver a Llasonic oration. Until 
that moment I had formed no conception of the power 
and charms of oratory. I was so dee]»ly impressed, that 
the effect of his s])lendid exhibition has remained for forty- 
eight years indelibly fixed on niy mind. I then compared 
his mind to a beautiful paterre^ from which lie was enabled 
to pluck the most gorgeous and fanciful flowers, in his 
progress to enrich and embellish his subject. 

"lie marched into Providence, with his company on the 
evening of the 20th of April, on his way to Lexington. 
General Natlianiel Greene marched into Providence with 
General Varnum on that occasion, although it was as a 
private, and while he still held his connection with the 
Quaker Society. Greene and Varnum were soon after ap- 

ttointed brigadiers and attached to the army besieging 
Boston. Varnum continued some years in the army, and 
saw some service ; he was a good disciplinarian, and invalu- 
able in council. He held an excellent pen, commanding a 
rich flow of language and eloquence, embellished by all the 
ornaments and graces of rhetoric. 

" While in command at Taunton, he addressed an admir- 
able letter to the commanding officer of the Hessians, on 
Rhode Island, and sent it in hy a flag of truce. The letter 
was a transcript of his views of the great controversy with 
England, and was considered an able argument on the sub- 
ject. It was subsequently publisliod in England, and 
reflected very much credit on the author. At the close of 
his military career, he resumed his professional attitude, 
and often came into conflict with Henry Goodwin, hisgi*eat 
rival in eloquence, but of a totally distinct school. While 
Varnum's oratory was mild and conciliatory, and flowing in 
majestic and persuasive eloquence, Goodwin's was wrapt in 
fire and energy, mingled with the most burning sarcasm. 

" In the year 1785, General Varnum formed the project 
of establishing a colony on the north branch of the Ohio 
River, and erecting a city at the mouth of the Muskingum. 
He urged me to unite with him in the adventure. He car- 
ried out his design and founded Marietta, which he named 
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in honor of the Queen of France. After my return from 
North Carolina in 1788, 1 was present when his wife received 
a letter from him full of pathos and sensibility, and liighly 
impressive in some of its aspects. She allowed me as the 
intimate friend of licr luisband, to read it; it subsequently 
found its way into the newspapers. The following is 
worthy of preservation : 

" • ^lARiRTTA, 18th December, 1788. 
" * My Dearest Friend: 
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I now write you from my sick cliaml)er— perhaps it will be the last 
letter you will ever receive from mo. I expect to leave this, on Sunday 
next, for the Falls of the Ohio; thence to New Orleans, and the West Indies, 
to seek a warmer climate, the only chance of my recovery. My physician 
thinks the chance of recovery is in my favor: I am neither clc3vated or 
depressed by the force of this opinion, and will indulge a hoi)e that I shall 
once more embrace my lovely friend in this world; and that wo may glide 
smoothly down the tide of time, for a few yearamore, and mutually enjoy 
the more substantial happiness, as we have already the desirable pleasures 
of this life. 

** * But my lovely friend, the gloomy moment, will arrive, when we 
must part; should it happen during our present separation my last and 
only reluctant thought will be employed about you; life is but a bubble; 
it soon bursts, and is remitted to eternity; when we look back to the 
earliest recollections of our youthful hours, it seems but the last iteriod 
of our rest, and we appear to emerge from a night of slumber, to look 
forward to real existence. 

" ' When we look forward, thno apponi-s as interminable as eternity, 
and we have no idea of its termination, but by the perio<l of our dissolu- 
tion; what particular connection it bears to a future state, our general 
notions of religion cannot point out; we feel something constantly active 
within us, which is evidently beyond the reach of mortality; whether it 
ho a part of oursi^lvcs, or an' oniJination from the ftvcaf Source of all ex- 
istence, or rcabsorbo4l when death shall have iinished his work, human 
wisdom cannot determine. Whether the demolition of our body intro- 
duces only a change in the manner of our being, and leaves us to progress 
infinitely, alternately elevated or depressed, according to the propriety of 
our conduct, or whether we return to the mass of unthinking matter, 
philosophy hesitates to decide. 

" * I know, therefore, but one source from whence can be derived com- 

Jilete consolation in a dying hour; and that is the divine system contained 
n the Gospel of Jesus Christ. There life and immortality are brought 
to light; there we are taught that our existence is to be eternal; and 
secure of an interest in the atoning mercies of a bleeding Saviour, that 
we shall be inconceivably happy. A firm, unshaken faith in this doc- 
trine must raise us above the doubts and fears that hang upon every 
other system, and enable us to view with calm serenity the approach of 
the King of terrors, and behold Him as a kind, indulgent friend, spend- 
ing his shafts, only to carry us sooner to our everlasting home. 

" * Should there yet be a more extensive religion beyond the vail, the 
Christian religion is by no means shaken thereby, as it is not opposed to 
any principle that admits the iiorfect benevolence of the Deity. I hope 
and pray the Divhie Spirit will give mo such assurance of an acceptation 
of God, through the death and suffering of His Son, as to brighten the 
way to immeoiate happiness. 

"'Dry up your tears, my charming mourner, nor suffer this letter to 
give you any inquietude; consider the facts at present, as in theory, but 
the sentiments such as will apply, whenever the great change shall come. 
Oiye my sincere love to all tnose you hold dear. Adieu! my dearest 
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friend; and while I fervently devote in one undivided praver, our im- 
mortal souls to the care, forgiveness, mercv, and all-prevailing nace of 
Heaven, in time and through all eternity, I feel as if i must now Did you 
—a long— long— long farewell. Jaubs M. Yabmuu.' 

" General Varniim died a few days after the date of this 
letter, at the Falls of the Ohio. I knew that General 
Yarnum had indulged to a gi-eat extent in skeptical and 
philosophical opinions, hence the very great and additional 
value of this mature effusion of his most secret soul, on his 
dying bed. For this reason I have introduced his senti- 
ments. They exerted a benign influence upon my own 
mind, and I earnestly hope they may be equally useful to 
others." 

Joseph L. Tillinouast. 

Joseph L. Tillinghast was born in Taunton, Massachu- 
setts, in 1791, and removed to Rhode Island in his boy- 
hood. He graduated at Brown University in 1809, and 
soon after took charge of Kent Academy, at East Green- 
wich, as teacher and principal. He studied law and de- 
voted himself to its practice in Providence with marked 
success for thirty years, and was a Representative in Con- 
gress from Rhode Island from 1837 to 1848. In 1888 he 
was elected a member of the Board of Trustees of Brown 
University. He was also for many years a member of the 
State Legislature, and was elected Speaker on several oc- 
casions. To him was awarded the authorship of the free 
schools, and of the improved judiciary systems of this State. 
He died in Providence December 30th, 184-4. 

Although Mr. Tillinghast never resided in East Green- 
wich while practichig law, yet as he was principal of Kent 
Academy for many years, ho is in a degree identified with 
those having an interest in our town. 

Albert C. Greene. 

Albert Collins Greene was born in East Green^vich in 
1792. He was a son of Perry Greene, a brother of General 
Nathanael Greene. He read law in New York, returned to 
his native town and State, and here commenced the prac- 
tice of his profession. He was not a gi'aduate of any col- 
lege, but was considered the most eminent lawyer in Khode 
Island. In 1815 he was elected to the General Assembly 
of this State. In 1816 he was elected a brigadier-general 
of the militia, then of more importance than now, and sub- 
seipiently became a major-general. From 1822 to 1825 he 
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served again in the Legislature of the State, and was 
chosen Speaker. From 1825 to 1843 he was Attorney- 
General of Rhode Island. From 1845 to 1851 lie was a 
Senator from Rhode Island in Congress ; and having again 
served a term in each of the two Houses of the State 
Legislature, he retired from public life in 1857, and died at 
Providence, January 8th, 1863. 

Nathan Whiting. 
Nathan Whiting, characterized in his obituary as a 
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lawyer of deep judgment and erudition," was long a 
prominent resident of this town. Born in Franklin, Mas- 
sachusetts, in 1774, he entered Brown University in 1793, 
and gi*aduated in due course. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1800, and came directly to East Greenwich. Immediately 
after his arrival he delivered an oration on the death of 
Washington, by the invitation of a joint committee of 
East Greenwich and Warwick. It still remains in the pos- 
session of his descendants to testify to his unusual powers. 
He continued to reside in East Greenwich during his life- 
time, and was devoted to the practice of the law and to 
teaching. He died Sei>teinber 24th, 1842. 

William G. Bowkn. 

William Gorton Bowen, a good and reliable lawyer and 
a man of unblemished reputation, was born in Coventry, 
Rhode Island, May 14th, 1799. lie studied law with 
General Albert C. Greene, in East Greenwich, and was ad- 
mitted to tho bar al>ont the year 1824. From thnt time 
until his death, which occurred March 4th, 1854, he con- 
tinued to practice law with good success at East Green- 
wich. During this time he was elected to the General As- 
sembly, and received other tokens of public confidence. He 
married a Miss Susan Packard, of South Kingstown, and 
left one son, William S. Bowen, M. D., who is now a suc- 
cessful oculist and aurist at Hartford, Connecticut. 

JOSKPH WiNSOR. 

Joseph Winsor was born in Glocester, Rhode Island, 
January 15th, 1821. He graduated at Brown Universitv 
in 1840. After teaching two years in Prince Georges 
County, Maryland, he returned to Rhode Island in 1842, 
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and studied law with Snnuicl Y. Atwell, in Providence. 
When adniitted to the bar he immediately removed to East 
Greenwich, and began practice with an oftice in a building 
at the north end of Main street. Soon after he lost hia 
library and some other valuables by fire. To prevent the 
recurrence of a similar disaster, he built a fire-proof office 
of stone, with iron roof, iron door, and iron shutters. This 
building is now standing on the lot in the rear of Mr. 
Sheffield Arnold's house on Main street. 

Possessing a great business capacity, he seemed more 
fitted for a financier than for a lawyer, and by his shrewd- 
ness and foresight in purchasing land, laying out streets, 
building dwelling-houses, and selling them to good advan- 
tage, he gave the first impulse to the gi'owth of East 
Greenwich, which has increased so wonderfully since. If he 
could have lived to man's usual age, he would have been 
the most successful business man in our community ; but as 
he overtasked his power of endurance, he brought on pre- 
mature decay, and died from consumption in East Green- 
wich, December 20th, 1853, and was buried in St. Luke's 
Cemetery, by the side of his wife, who was a Miss Louisa 
McClellan, an aunt of General George B. McClellan. 

Mr. Winsor took great interest in various projects, be- 
side building, for extending the business relations of East 
Greenwich, and was, among other things, the founder and 
first secretary of the Farmers' Mutual Insurance Company 
of this village, which in a transfoimed shape, still survives 
in our own day as the Steam Boiler Insurance Company. 

William E. Peck. 

William E. Peck was born October 13th, 1815. He 
studied law with Francis E. Hoppin and Richard Ward 
Greene, was admitted to the bar ni 1850, and commenced 
practice in the City of Providence. In 1852 he was elected 
a Representative to the Legislature from Providence, and 
was appointed Judge of the Court of Magistrates. In 1855 
he removed to East Greenwich, but continued to practice in 
Providence. In 1857 he was elected a Senator from East 
Greenwich. In 1864 he entered as lieutenant the Third 
Rhode Island Cavalry, and accompanied his regiment to 
Louisiana. There he contracted chills and fever, and died 
from an attack of congestive chills, August 13th, 1865» 
while still in the service of his country, at Napoleonville, 
Louisiana. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



THE KENTISH GUARDS, 

In 1774 a number of the inhabitants of East Greenwich 
petitioned the Legislature for an " Act of Incorporation " 
lorining them and those who should join them, into a com- 
pany, by tlie name 6f the Kentish Guards. The following 
act IS copied from an old schedule of the doings of the Gen- 
eral Assembly in the year 1774 : 

^^An act estahlUhing an Independent Oomjxini/ by tlie 

name of Kentish Guards, 

" WhereaSy The preservation of this Colony in time of 
war de]iends, under God, in the military skill and discipline 
of its inhabitants and whereas a number of inhabitants of 
the Town of East Greenwich, (to wit) : James Mitchell 
Varnum, Christopher Greene, (son of Philip), Nathanael 
Greene, Jr., Daniel Greene, Grifftn Greene, Nathanael Greene, 
(son of Richard), Christopher Greene, (son of James), John 
Greene, Charles Greene, Sylvester Greene, William Greene, 
(son of Richard), Ilojikins Cooke, Richard Fry, Joseph Jos- 
lyn, Micah Whitmarsh, Augustus Minnford, John Cooke, 
Richard Mathewson, John S. Dexter, John Fry, Gideon 
Mumford, William Arnold, Archibald Crary, John Glazier, 
Stephen Mumford, Andrew Boyd, Eser Wall, Abial Brown, 
Oliver Gardiner, Clark Brown, Benjamin Spencer, James 
Searle, Gideon Freeborn, Wanton Casey, Job Peirce, John 
Reynolds and Samuel Brown, have petitioned this Assembly 
for an act of Incorporation, forming them and such others 
as shall be joined unto them, (not exceeding One Hundred 
Men, Rank and file), into a Company by the name of the 
Kentish Guards ; 

" Wherefo7'e^ This General Assembly to encourage a De- 
sign so laudable, have Ordained, Constituted and Granted, 
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and hereby do Ordain, Constitute and Appoint, that the 
said Petitioners and such others as may be joined to them> 
(not exceeding One Hundred Men, Rank and File), be and 
they are hereby declared to be an Tudependcnt (jonipany, 
by the name of the Kentish Guards, and by that name shall 
have perpetual succession, and shall have all the Rights^ 
Powers and Privileges in Grant hereafter mentioned. 

^^J^irsty It is Granted unto the said Company, that they, 
or the major part of them, shall and may once in every 
year, to wit : on the last Wednesday in April, meet and 
assemble themselves together, in some convenient place by 
them a])poiuted, then and there to choose their Oiiicers, to 
wit : One Cai>tain, Two Lieutenants and One £nsign, and 
all other Ofticers necessary for training, disciplining, and 
well ordering said Company ; at which meeting no Oflicer 
shall be chosen, but by the gi*eater number of votes then 
present ; The Captain, Lieutenants and £nsign, to be ap- 
proved of by the Governor and Council for the time being ; 
and shall be commissioned in the same manner as other 
Military Ofticers in tiiis Colony. 

" >9ec(Wi(//y, That the said Company shall have liberty to 
meet and exercise themselves u])on such other days and as 
often as they shall think necessary and not be subject to the 
Orders or Directions of the Colonel or other Field Officers of 
the Regiment in whose District they live in such meetingjs and 
exercismgs ; and that they be obliged to meet for exercising, 
at least four times in each year, upon the jienalty of paying 
to, and for the use of the Company to wit : the Captain for 
each day's neglect, three pounds, lawful money, the Lieu- 
tenants and pJnsign, each twenty shillings lawful nioney, 
the Clerk and other subaltern Officers, each twelve shillings 
lawful money, and i»iivate Soldiers, six shillings lawful 
money, to be collected by warrant of distress, directed to 
the Clcik from the Captain or other Officer. 

^^ Thirdly y That said Company or the greater number of 
them make all such laws, Rules and Orders among them- 
selves as they shall deem expedient for the well ordering 
and disciplining said Coini»any and lay any Penalty or Fine 
for the breach of such Rules, not exceeding twelve shilling, 
lawful money, for one offence to be collected as aforesaid. 

^^Fourthlyy That all those who shall be duly enlisted in 
the said Company, so long as they shall continue therein, 
shall be exempted from bearing arms, or doing other mili- 
tary duty (watching and wardhig only excei)ted) in the 
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several Companies, or Train Bands, in whose District they 
respectively live, excepting such as shall be Ofticers in any 
of the said Conipanv's or Train Bands. 

^^Fifthly^ That if any Officer or Officei-s of the Company 
shall be disapproved by the Governor or Council, or shall 
remove out of the said County of Kent, or shall be taken 
away by death, that then, and in such cases the Captain of 
said Company, or Superior Officer, for the election of 
another, or others in their or his stead, who shall be so re- 
moved. 

^^ Sixthly^ For the further of said Company, it is 

granted that the Cji]>tain of said Company shall be of the 
rank of Colonel, and that the first Lieutenant be of the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel, that the second Lieutenant be 
of the rank of Major, and that the Ensign be of the rank of 
Captahi ; that the said Officers shall be of the Court Mar- 
tial and Council of War, in the Regiment, in whose district 
they live; that upon all Generjil Reviews and General 
Musters, the said Com]>any shall rank the First Independent 
Company for the County of Kent, and that in time of 
alarm the said Company shall be under the immediate 
direction of the Commander-in-Chief in the Colony. 

"ii5 is Voted and liesolved, that the Secretary of this 
Colony be, and he is hereby directed to make a fair copy of 
tlie ]>reiDeding Act, establishing tlic Company calltMi the 
Kentish Guards, affix tlie Colony Seal thereto, and transmit 
the same to the said Company. 

^^And it is further Voted and Resolved^ at the request 

of the said Company, that the following Officers be, and 

they are hereby appointed to command the same : 

"James Mitchrll Varnum, Captain. 
Richard Fry, First Lieutenant. 
Christopher Greene, Second Lieutenant. 
Hopkins Cooke, Ensign." 

This Company furnished more officers of importance for 

the Revolutionary army than any other in New England, 

or perhaps in the United States. It furnished one major- 

feneral, Nathaniel Greene; one brigadier-general, James 
[. Varnum ; two colonels, Christopher Greene and Archi- 
bald Crary ; one major, John S. Dexter ; and one captain, 
Thomas Arnold ; besides a large number of inferior ones. 

A few years ago I came into possession of some valuable 
papers belonging to Wanton Casey, Esq., (who was the 
first cashier of the Rhode Island Central Bank), and 
among them the following letter, very interesting as a 




182 HISTORY OF BAST 6RBBNWICU. 

record of the writer's personal experience. It w.ns written 
to Judge Johnson, of South C<arolina, who published a 
*' Life of General Greene " : 

" I wfis one of the petitioners to the General Assembly, to 
grant a Cliartcr for an Independent Company called the 
Kentish Guards; said petition was granted in October, 
1774 ; previous to the battle of Lexington in 1775. The 
Company was dressed in uniform, well armed and dis* 
ciplined, amounting to between eighty and one hundred 
men, rank and file. On the morning after the battle of 
Lexington, and in two or three hours after the news arrived, 
we were on the march with one hundred and ten men^ 
rank and file, for the scene of action, several volunteers 
having joined; we marched to Pawtucket, about twenty 
miles from East Greenwich, and there received another ex- 
press, saying that the British Troops had returned to 
Boston; we therefore returned to East Greenwich, where 
we continued to do duty by keeping up a regular guard for 
a long time. 

^' Captain Walhice, who commanded a Britisli sliip, 
mounting between twenty and thirty guns, and Captiun 
Ascough, mounting about twenty, with several smaller ves- 
sels as tenders, kept us constantly on the alert ; Captain 
Wallace, being the senior officer, could land, including^ 
marines, between two hundred and fifty or three hundred 
men ; he landed with a number of his men on Canonicut 
Island, and buimt most of the houses on the Island, and 
burnt or took away the furniture, ])rovisious and sheep, 
shot many cattle and killed some of the inhabitants, and 
others he made prisoners. 

^^ East Greenwich, situated on Narragansett Bay, was 
exposed to his depredations, and I believe that nothing but 
the continued efforts of the Kentish Guards prevented their 
burning the Town. We erected a Fort at the entrance of 
the harbor, and had eight or ten cannon mounted, to pre- 
vent their Boats and Tenders getting into the harbor, and 
kept a regular guard there for a long time ; a vessel had 
been driven on shore and taken by the enemy at Warwick 
Neck by two Tenders full of men ; the Commander of the 
Kentish Guards, Colonel Richard Fry, proposed to retake 
her; we crossed the outer harbor (about four miles) in 
boats, and marched down opposite the vessel, behind a 
beach, and after occasionally firing and receiving the fire 
from the two Tenders for three or four hours, we drove 
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them off, and retook the vessel ; during this action one of 
our men named Ned Pearce was wounded, and was obliged 
to have his arm amputated. 

" Son\e time afterward, Ca)»tiiin Wallace came up the 
Bay from Newport, and aiichon^l between Hristol and the 
Island of Prudence, and plundered the inhabitants ; 
Colonel Fry proposed our going to prevent their landing; 
we accordingly took boats, it being about six miles by • 
water, and landed very early in the morning ; while eating 
breakfast at the north end of the Island, we received news 
by a man who ran very fast, that the enemy were landing 
three or four miles below ; we had already sent back the 
boats we came in, for a reinforcement, being disappointed 
in not meeting ninety men from the Island of Rhode Isl- 
and, who had engaged to meet us ; our resource was to 
brave the danger as well as we could, being only about 
eighty men, rank and file, when we knew that the enemy 
could land two hundred and fifty ; we immediately formed, 
with drums beating and colors flying, which daring had the 
desired effect ; on discerning us, they returned to their ves- 
sels, and we were reinforced in the afternoon ; during the 
night following the enemy got under weigh and returned 
to Newport, while we returned to East (4reenwich. 

" Some time after this, the enemy landed on Prudence 
and burnt most, if not all the houses on the Island ; our 
Company was frequently called out in the night to march 
to Quidnesitt, two or three miles below East Greenwich, to 

{irevent the enemy taking off cattle, and plundering the in- 
labitants; the British were joined by a number of Tories, 
well acquainted with that ])art of the country, and until 
there were two pieces of Artillery attached to the Com- 
)>any, we could not kee]> their boats at a respectful dis- 
tance ; before and after the British fieet took possession of 
the Island of Rhode Island, in 1776, detachments from our 
Company were fre<piently called for to take up Tories and 
suspected persons, many of whom were in the Colony at 
that time, particularly in our neighborhood, and as I kept a 
fleet horse, was often called on ; 1 well remember going out 
one night, under the command of General Varnum and 
Colonel Sherbourn, in search of a man named Hart, (a spy 
from the enemy), and after riding all night and taking 
some suspected persons, who informed us where to find 
him, we surrounded a house in Exeter, just at daylight, 
and after searching sometime we found where he was 
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secreted ; he was tried by a Court Martial in Providence 
and convicted ; he had enlisted a number of men, some of 
whom procured boats and joined the enemy on Rhode 
Island. 

"Our Company (the Kentish Guards,) was on Rhode 
Island, at what was called Sullivan's Expedition, but we 
came off before the battle, our time having expired, and 
there being no prospect of attacking the enemy ; but as soon 
as we heard the firing of the advance guard on the day of 
the action, (which we could very distinctly from East 
Greenwich) we embarked on board of a sloop with the in- 
tention of landing on the north end of the Island as a rein- 
forcement ; but after passing Prudence Island, an armed 
vessel of tlie enemy endeavoured to cut us off, and we were 
•compelled to bear away and land on Pappoosesquaw Point, 
about two miles north of Prudence Island and directly o\)- 
posite the Town of Bristol ; we there learned that the 
•enemy intended to retreat from the Island, and we had 
orders not to go on, but helped to take care of the wounded 
who were brought to said j)lace. 

" During the latter part of the year 1775 and in 1776, 
thirty-five members of the Kentish Guards entered the Con- 
tinental service; among whom were General Nathanael 
Greene, General James Mitchell Varnum, Colonel Christo- 

Eher Greene, who defeated the Hessians at Red Bank — 
aving under him a number of Ofiicersfrom our Company — 
Major Flagg, Colonel Archibald Crary, Major John S. Dex- 
ter and others." 

The old fort at East Greenwich, alluded to by Mr. Casey, 
was erected on the bank near the entrance of our harbor, 
about midway between our village and Chipinoxet, and 
nearly opposite Long Point. After the war, the cannon 
mounted tliere were removed to West Point, and the em- 
bankments of the fort gradually went to decay. At the 
present time not the slightest trace of Fort Daniel is to be 
seen. 

Mr. Wanton Casey was born in East Greenwich, in 1760, 
and consequently was only fourteen years old in 1774, when 
he joined the Kentish Guards, being one of the original 
petitioners for the charter, and probably was the youngest 
man in the country who took up arms during the Revolu- 
tionary War. He continued to perform duty in the Com- 
pany until 1778, at which time, in consequence of constant 
exposure, his health was so much impaired that he was 
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compelled to leave the army. His physicijin advised a 9ea 
voy.age and a milder climate. He tlierefore went to France,, 
where he resided for a number of years, extensively engaged 
in business, as one of the firm of the lar^e importing house 
of Silas Casey <fe Son, of East Greenwich. 

In Bartlett s " Colonial Records," I find the following- 
paper referring to East Greenwich : 

" Subscription for the Relief of tJie Inhabitants of 
Boston and Charlestown^ in the Town of East Greenwich: 

" East GREENwirn, August 29th, 1774. 

" We, the subscribers, inhabitants of the town of East. 
Greenwich in the Colony of Rhode Island, taking into the 
most serious consideration the present alarming situation, 
of our brethren in the towns of Boston and Cnarlestown,. 
in the Province of Massachusetts Bay, occasioned by the 
late cruel, malignant and worse than savage acts of the 
British Parliament ; and whereas a tame submission to the- 
first approaches of lawless power will undoubtedly involve 
this extensive continent in one scene of misery and servi- 
tude, than which, a glorioiis denth, in defence of our !in- 
(piestionable rights is far more eligible ; convinced likewise, 
that the only true glory and unfading grnndeur of the 
British Monarch consists in governing his extensive empire 
with equal and imj>artial laws, founded in reason nnd ren- 
dered sacred by the w4sdom of ages ; and that every 
attempt to impan* that noble constitution, which hath ever 
been the envy and terror of Europe, constitutes the blackest 
treason — from the most earnest abhorrence to the dceiv-laid 
schemes of his prime minister, whom we esteem the most 
determined foe to royalty; and from our love to our coun- 
try, which nothing but death can abate, we do promise and 
engage to pay by the first day of October next, the respec- 
tive sums to our names annexed, to James Mitchell Varnum, 
Esq., Messrs. A. Mumford, Preserved Pearce and William 
Pearce, to be laid out and expended in such articles of pro- 
visions, for our distressed brethren, as the majority oi us 
shall agree ujjon to be sent to the committee of ways and 
means for employing the poor in Boston, by the first con- 
veyance." — Providence Grazette. 

It would be very interesting at this present time to know 
the names of those patriotic individnals in our village who 
so promptly contributed to relieve the suffering people of 
Bostqn, but Mr. J5artlett is silent on that subject. r 
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A somewhat important event occured at this time, at the 
raising of the Congregational Church in East Greenwich. 
After the large number of men who had assembled for the 
purpose of raising the building had finished their labor, 
they met and burned the ettigy of Stephen Arnold, a man of 
some note in the county, who at that time had made him- 
self very unpopular by his violent Tory principles. On 
hearing of this msult, Stephen Arnold, Avho resided about 
four or five miles from the village, collected a number of 
his friends for the purpose of marching down and destroy- 
ing it. He enlisted several hundred men, exercised and 
manoQUvred them privately, until his plans were completed, 
and fixed on a time and ]>lace pre])aratorv to making a de- 
scent on the village. The place of meetmg was about two 
miles west of the village at the corner of the two roads, 
near the residence of tlie late Daniel Howland. 

The scheme was so well arranged, and the secret so well 
kept, that nothing but the treachery of one of his men, to 
whom the whole plan was disclosed, saved the village from 
destruction. The prime mover divulged the secret to 
Thomas Tillinghast, supposing from his well known Tory 
feelings, he would readily fall into the scheme ; but Mr. 
Tillinghast, although belonging to the same political party 
with Arnold, would not join a treasonable band collected 
for the gratification of private revenge. He therefore pro- 
ceeded to put the inhabitants of East Greenwich on tneir 
guard. He arrived here about midnight, and after calling 
up some of the people, placed before them the whole afEair. 
The story a])peared so im)>robable that it had few believers. 
Very few could think that such men would seriously con- 
template so daring an act. However, as Mr. Tillinghast 
was well known to be perfectly trustworthy, they prepared 
themselves for the worst. 

At that time there resided in the village an old lady, 
called Peggy Pearce, who was a remarkably shrcAvd, observ- 
ing sort of person, and therefore one well fitted for an 
emergency. She kept a shop on Main street, and was in 
the habit of trading with the people of West Greenwich, 
where most of the rioters lived, and was therefore well situ- 
ated to fulfill the ])art of a spy. 

The next day after the alaiin she went on horseback 
through a portion of West Greenwich and Coventry, with 
the ostensible puri>ose of purchasing woolen yarn and linen 
thread, then furnished solely by the farmers' wives and 
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djiiightei's, but her real object was to ascertain if possible 
when the jittack was to be made. By dropping a few casual 
remarks, and making some apparently idle inquiries, she 
learned not only that the report was true, but also that the 
attack would be made on the following day or night. She 
returned to the village and made known the result of her 
mission. A meeting was hastily called by the inhabitants, 
and Samuel Brown was dispatched to Providence request- 
ing the Governor to send the military to their assistance. 
The Governor answered the call promptly, sending the 
Light Infantry and Cadets to their aid. 

The rioters assembled at their rendezvous, but on learn- 
ing that their intentions were discovered and that the in- 
haoitants were prepared for the encounter, they sent out 
Arnold and others as scouts, who, happening, in their eager- 
ness, to approach rather too near the village, were captured. 
Stephen Arnold was compelled to make an apology to the 
villagers, expressing his sorrow and regret, and upon 
romising to desist from all further attempts, and dismiss 
is followers, he was released. And thus ended the famous 
riots. 

.Judge iSiaples, in his htntk entitled the "Annals of Provi- 
dence, refers to this affair in the following manner: 

" The following month, (September, 1774), the Light 
Infantry and Cadet Companys, were requested by the 
Sheriff of the County of Kent, at East Greenwich, to dis- 
perse a mob there assembled, and threatening to destroy 
the village ; an express arrived here, (Providence), about 
two in the morning, and these two companies reached their 
place of destination, at nine the same morning. 

" It seems that the people of East Green widi h.id charged 
Stephen Arnold of Warwick, one of the Judges of the in- 
feriour court in that County, with pro}>agating principles 
unfriendly to American liberty, and hung nim in effigy ; he 
had called together his friends to the number of some hun- 
dreds, to avenge hunself for these insults; after the arrival 
of the military, he acknowledged that he had been indis- 
creet in his ]»roceedings, being actuated by fear and resent- 
ment ; he signed a paiier confessing those facts and declaring 
himself to be a friend to the liberties of his country, and 
that he disapproved of those measures which were intended 
to impose any taxes on America without her consent ; upon 
this and his promising to discourage all such unlawful as- 
semblies for the future, peace Avas restored in the village 
and the Military returned home." 
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In the printed schedule of the doings of the General As- 
sembly, held in Providence, December, 1774, is the follow- 
ing resolution : 

" It is voted and resolved^ That Preserved Pearce, and 
"William Greene be, and they are hereby appointed a -Com- 
mittee to enquire into the circumstances of the affair which 
•caused the Cadet Company and the Light Infantry Companv 
to march from Providence to the Town of East Greenwich 
and into the charges which were made thereon ; and they 
make report to this Assembly, at the next Session." 

The following account is from the Providence Gazette^ 
September, 1774, in the Colony Records : 

" Declaration of Stephen Arnold of £!aist Oreenwich 
relative to certain tumultuous proceedings : 

" Providence, September, 1774. 

" At 2 o'clock in the morning, on Tuesday last, an ex- 
press arrived in this town from East Greenwich, in the 
County of Kent, with advice that a mob was raised consist- 
ing of some hundreds of ])eople who threatened, and were 
hourly expected to come and destroy said village of East 
•Greenwich, in order to show their resentment of the injury 
which they said had been offered to Stephen Arnold, of 
Warwick, Esq. ; one of the Justices of the inferior court 
of common pleas in that County, who had been charged 
with industriously propagating principles unfriendly to 
American liberty, and had been hung in effigy by some of 
the people of East Greenwich. 

^' This intelligence was immediately communicated to his 
Honor the Dejiuty Governor, who ordered the Sheriff, with 
the Companies of Cadets and Light Infantry of this town 
and others of the Militia to arm themselves and proceed 
immediately to East Greenwich, to assist the Sheriff of said 
town, in disj^ersing the said mob ; the Companies of Militia, 
accordingly armed and marched immediately and arrived 
there by 9 o'clock the same morning, where a Committee 
was appointed and sent to the mob, about two miles distant 
from the village to warn them of the bad consequences of 
their unlawful proceedings, and to demand some of the 
the principal persons among them, to come immediately 
into the town and settle the affair. 

" Whereupon^ the said Stephen Arnold, and some others, 
came from the mob, and met the militia; and a great num- 
ber of people convened at the Court Ilouse, where, after 
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being made acquainted with their resolute determination, 
he signed the following declaration and confession : 

" * Whereas^ I, the subscriber, liaving lately in this town, 
received great indignity, by being hung in eftigy, by some 
evil minded persons, to me unknown, and from many reports 
which have been circulated in tlie country, I was led to 
think my person and family unsafe ; and being actuated by 
the motives of fear and resentment, without maturely con- 
sidering the consequences, have been concerned, by officiat- 
ing witii divers people of this country, with the intention 
of repairing to this town and making a declaration of that 
right which as a subject, I apprehended, I was entitled to. 

" ^And rc/iereas^ the said assembly was unlawful, wliich 
hath occasioned much fear and distress to the inhabitants 
of this town in particular, and many others in general ; for 
all which I do hereby express my hearty sorrow, and wish 
to obtain the favorable opinion of this public assembly ; 
especially as I am a friend to the liberty of my country, 
and disapprove of those measures which have been calcu- 
lated to tax America without her consent. 

"'Stepiibn Arnold.' 

" * East Gbbenwich, Sept. 13th, 1774. 

" * P. S. I do furtlier declare, tliat I will discourage to 
the utmost of my power, nil such unlawful assemblies for 
the future, and that already assembled in particular. 

" * Stephen Arnold,' " 

The dramatic elements are not wanting in this little series 
of scenes from ininor Revolutionary history. The play- 
wright would not miss any of his favorite characters. He 
would find the daring traitor, the adroit female spy, the 
wavering conspirator, who betrays his companions, these, 
with the addition of '* a pair of star crossed lovers," separ- 
ated by the hard fortunes of revolutions, but happily united 
in the closing scene which shows the downfall of the Tory 
villain, and calls together the grand display of soldiers, 
officials and citizens — would satisfactorily fill the pages of a 
Rhode Island drama. 

What admirable dramatic " situations " are found in the 
manifestations of the excited feeling of the times — ^the 
hanging and burning in effigy of the Tory squire, the tower- 
ing wrath of that choleric magnate, his hasty conferences 
witli his friends and dependents, the maturing of the rash 
scheme, the disclosure of the whole plot, to the half-incredu- 

13 
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Ions dismay of the villager ; the shrewd counterplottings of 
the spy, Avith the arrival of the troops, their descent upon the 
rioters, the capture of Arnold and his scouts, and the hu- 
miliation of that unhappy Tory in his dubious and cloudy 
" confession." 

There is material for more serious reflection in specula- 
tions upon the results that would probably have followed 
the success of this traitorous scheme. OfEended vanity and 
egotism have seldom exacted more heavy penalties than 
were demanded in the proposed burning and plundering of 
a peaceful town. By tne aid of woman's wit, East Green- 
wich was saved from the disaster which Avas close at her 
doors. What a strange episode of the Revolution it Avould 
have been, if, Avhile the town's people were dreading the 
attack of the British, they had suffered, instead, from the 
unnatural enmity which took possession of their own 
friends and countrymen. 

Many people will wonder why the Kentish Guards, an 
independent company in East Greenwich, were not called 
out to suppress the not, instead of sending to Providence 
for military aid ; but the Guards were on their way to 
Boston, having volunteered their services as soon as they 
heard of the battle of Lexington. Many old people, witii 
whom I have convei*sed about the riots, spoke of the great 
numbers that assembled here and of the difficulty of finding 
sufficient food and lodging for so many. Every family in 
the village was baking bread and cooking the meats and 
vegetables which the fai-mers brought in from the suiTOund- 
ing country. The inhabitants were in daily fear of a visit 
from Wallace, commander of the British fleet stationed at 
Newport. A short time previous he had made a descent 
on Bristol and Warren, burning those towns. He had 
already attempted to land troops a fcAv miles below East 
Greenwich, at Quidnesett. The people of East Greenwich 
had removed most of their furniture, plate and provisions 
into the country for safety. 

The Kentish Guards held an important ))osition during a 
portion of the " Dorr War," as the exciting times of 1842 
wei'e then called. On the afternoon of the day when Mr. 
Dorr and his followers threatened an attack on the Arsenal 
on Dexter street, in Providence, Governor King sent orders 
to all the independent companies in the State to assemble 
in Providence as soon as possible. The Kentish Guards 
marched and paraded through the streets during the after- 
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noon and evening, but as their services were not required 
they were dismissed to tlieir very great satisfaction. When 
the second call for troops was made in June, it was very 
difficult to get the company together. Some of them 
thought there might be danger and they had better keep 
away, and although Colonel Allen made every exertion and 
performed his duty to the utmost, he was unable to fill up 
the ranks without volunteers, although most of those who 
volunteered were already exempt from military duty. 
When all the arrangements were made the company were 
told to be ready at a minute's warning, as Colonel Allen 
was expecting a call at any moment. How well we remem- 
ber the anxiety of that waiting I At length it came, on 
Sunday afternoon, during the church services. A train of 
cars arrived from Providence, with an urgent request from 
the Governor to Colonel Allen to come as soon as possible, 
for the rebels were making a serious demonstration at Paw- 
tucket. When the Court House bell rang the company 
assembled and were soon on their way to the seat of war. 
The following from the Providence Journal will give us 
an idea how well the Kentish Guards performed their duty, 
and how much real danger they encountered at Pawtucket. 
Some of the members were so much injured by the stones 
and other missiles that they were compelled to leave the 
company and return home. 

From the Providence Journal^ 

" Having heard and seen several accounts of the encoun- 
ter at Pawtucket, on Monday night, the 27th of June, be- 
tween the military and the self-styled people, which ac- 
counts not only essentially differ, but some of which, it is 
believed, were designed to convey a false impression pre- 
judicial both to the military and the well-disposed citizens 
of that village, the following account has been carefully 
drawn up by one who witnessed the whole scene, from the 
entrance of the troops into the village until its termination : 

" On Monday afternoon the Kentish Guards, from East 
Greenwich, under the command of Colonel G. W. T. 
Allen, consisting of about fifty men, were ordered to repair 
to Pawtucket and guard the bridge over the Blackstone 
"River at that village. On their arrival, multitudes were as- 
sembled in the streets, as they supposed, to witness a mili- 
tary parade ; but it was soon apparent that mere curiosity 
was not the sole object, as language of the most insolent 
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and irritating character was heard amid the din of hisses, 
shouts and yells, as the troops marched down to the hotel 
on the corner of Main and Mill streets ; all of which failed, 
however, of its intended effect, as the men liad positive 
orders to observe the strictest military discipline and 
decorum, let their treatment from the mob be ever so rude. 

" Arrived at the hotel, they were received by the Paw- 
tucket and Central Falls volunteers, under the command of 
Captain Potter, and conducted to their quarters in the hall, 
and immediately placed a guard at the main entrance to 
the hotel, with the intention of partaking of some refresh- 
ments before tliey took command of the pass across the 
bridge. 

'^The officers had scarcely reached the hall, before a 
shout from without announced an attack upon the guard at 
the entrance on Mill street ; and on looking out, one of the 
sovereigns was seen brandishing a bayonet, which he had 
wrestca from the muskot of one of the guard, but which 
was soon recovered, the guard at the door strengthened, 
and a file of men placed across Main street, from the old 
market to the corner of Main and Mill streets. To this 
point as far as could be seen on the Massachusetts side, the 
streets and bridge presented one dense mass of human be- 
ings, male and female, old and young, even nursing infants 
with their mothers, and the streets around the hotel were 
fast filling up. 

^^ The guard maintained their position in the rain, stand- 
ing at " secure arms " or " charge bayonet " for about an 
hour, while the Pawtucket and Central Falls volunteers 
(twenty-five only of whom were armed) organized and 
loaded their guns from the supplies of the Kentish Guards, 
as they were entirely without ammunition, organization or 
discipline ; when it was deemed necessary to strengthen it, 
and a file of men formed across Main, opposite the middle 
"of Mill, at its junction with Main street, about ten or 
•twelve paces in the rear of the front line, and another 
under the piazza in front of the hotel, in Main street, in 
order to keep their guns dry, in case it became necessary to 
fire on the mob. 

" These preparations for defence, instead of disperaing 
the rioters, only tended to increase the excitement which 
had risen almost to frenzy, and in a few minutes the guards 
on every line were as closely surrounded as their arms 
would allow, by friend and foe un distinguishable, and as 
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«ome demonstnatious were made to disarm them, the front 
line was now marched into the rear line, under cover of 
that on the side of the hotel and faced from the bridge two 
paces from that facing the bridge. 

"This retrograde movement, however necessary for their 
own safety, had a bad effect, as it proved ; for the mob, 
thinking that it was a signal of a retreat of the whole force, 
followed up the advantage which the movement gave them, 
and closed in on all sides, so that it was with great diffi- 
culty they could be kept from rushing between the lines at 
the short distance between them. 

" At this juncture, the mob east of the bridge receded 
right and left, until they had opened up to the front line, 
when a horse in a carriage, containing two persons in male 
and one in female attire, was driven up to the line, and the 
driver demanded a pass through. The officer in command 
asked him to pass round the left of his line, in Mill street, 
but he pei*sisted in his right to pass through his ranks, and 
would nave done so, had not his horse been seized by the 
bridle and wheeled off, when he passed up Main street a 
short distance, wheeled around, and drove down furiously 
upon the other line ; again he was frustrated, passed 
around the lines, and disappeared east of the bridge for a 
few minutes, when he returned to the assault ; and as it 
was now evident that he Avas intent on breaking the lines 
of the guard, the officer in command, ordering his men to 
stand firm, again exhorted him to desist, and pass around, 
as he had done before ; but the mob cheered him on with 
exclamations of * Break their ranks — run down the cursed 
Algerines — ^maintain your rights.' At this crisis, finding 
argument and expostulation unavailing, the men were now 
ordered to rush upon the horse, rather than sj)ill the blood 
of the driver, which so exasperated the horse that it was 
necessary to give orders to fire, which were followed by the 
discharge of only three or four pieces, owing to the wet 
state of the priming, sufficient, however, to drive him from 
the assault. 

"This fire separated the mob from the guard sufficiently 
to allow the mob to assail them with stones, bricks, and 
bottles of glass and stone, weapons, the contents of which 
had tended, probably, to elevate their courage to such a 
frenzied pitch, and four of the guard were carried in 
wounded. A female among the mob fell and was carried 
off for dead ; but finding that neither she nor others were 
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hurt, they concluded that blank cartridges had been fired, 
and now commenced a scene of which an actual opening of 
the bottomless pit alone can convey an adequate idea. 

" Every exclamation that could be expected to irritate 
the men, such as, * Where's the man that shot the cow ? ' — 
' Fire away your blank cartridges, you cursed Algerines ! ' 
with all the dismal howling, yells, gi*oans, that human be- 
ings ever uttered, arose m one universal strain, until all 
distinguishable sounds were drowned in the terrific din ; as 
soon as Col. Allen could be heard, he advanced in front of 
his lines and ordered the mob to disperse at their peril, as- 
suring them that his muskets were loaded with ball cart- 
ridges, and that however reluctant to shed human blood, 
unless they dispersed, he should give orders to fire ; again 
the air was rent with, ' Fire away your blank cartridges, 
you cursed Algerines I ' and the assault Avith stones and 
other missiles was renewed. 

" A detatchment of men reloaded and primed, now ad- 
vanced to the front, and again they were ordered to dis- 
perse with the same effect, and unable longer to withstand 
the assault the men were ordered to fire, when some live or 
six pieces were discharged, none of which took effect, as, 
owing to the reluctance of the troops to shed blood, they 
elevated their pieces above the mob; it had the effect, how- 
ever, to disperse them in some measure, as they receded 
back to about the middle of the bridge, where they again 
made a stand and renewed the assault, and were fired upon 
again, and one, the ringleader, fell dead or mortally 
wounded, and the rest receded back upon the Massachusetts 
side, and sought cover behind the buildings, from which 
they would occasionally sally and throw their missiles at the 
guard who now advanced to the middle of the bridge, 
which post was maintained until the guard was relieved by 
the arrival of the R. I. Carbineers, about tAvo o'clock, 
Tuesday morning. 

" It is due to the Kentish Guards and PaAvtucket and 
Central Falls volunteers, to say, that the laAvlcss inso- 
lence was endured and forbearance exercised, until their 
own safety demanded a laAvful resistance and ])crformanco 
of their militarv duty ; it Avas fortunate for the cause of 
humanity, that it was dark and rainy, for had the Aveather 
been dry and the night bright, hundreds of lives Avould in 
<all probability have been sacrificed ; happily but one was 
killed, and so far as we know, but six or eight wounded on 
both sides ; thus terminated an encounter, AA^hich, Avhile it 
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quelled the violence of a lawless and desperate mob, failed 
in reaching and bringing to summary justice, the cowardly 
villians by whom the comparatively innocent and ignorant 
dupes of their treachery were incited to rebellion. 

" Some of the worthy sovereigns of Pawtuckct having 
industriously but falsely circulated a report that Colonel 
Allen detailed a body of his men, who passed the Massa- 
chusetts line to search for men and arms contrary to orders 
and that a requisition will be made by Governor Davis on 
their commander-in-chief to have them delivered up to the 
]>roper authorities of that State for trial, the Kentish 
Guards wish it to be distinctly understood, that should such 
requisition be made, it is their desire that it might be 
promptly granted, as they court the strictest scrutiny and 
mvestigation of their military conduct while stationed at 
that village, and are as ready to be tried by the laws of 
which they claim protection, as they are to support them.'* 

The following gives an interestiuff account of the manner 
in which their grateful fellow-citizens acknowledged the 
valuable services of the Guards in this trying period : 

•• PROCEEDINGS 

Of the Citizens of East Greempich and Vicinity on the return of the 

Kentish Guards and VnhnHeerSt Friday, July 1st, 1842. 

After the Suppression of the 

Lnte Rehcllioii In This State; 

With An Address, 

By Rev. S. A. Crane. 

"East Greenwich, July, 1842. 
" To the Rev, S. A. Crane : 

" Sir, — At a meeting of the Citizens of this Town and 
vicinity on Monday, July 4th, it was unanimously 

^^jResolvedy That the thanks of the citizens be presented 
to the Rev. Silas A. Crane, for his very interesting and im- 
pressive address, delivered in St. Luke's Church, on the re- 
turn of the Kentish Guards and Volunteers, on Friday the 
first instant, and that he be requested to furnish a copy of 
tlie same for the ]>ress. 

" And it was also Resolved^ That the undersigned be a 
committee to communicate to you the above resolution, and 
to carry the same into effect. 

" We are, dear sir, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servants, 

"L. Marcellus Wheeler, 
John P. Kobets, Jr., 
Thomas H. Rhodes, 
Joseph J. Tillinqhast, 
David Pinniobr,'' 
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« East Greenwich, July 6th, 1842. 
" Gentlbuen : 

<' Believiiig that the solemn injunction of St. Paul to 
Titus, ' Put them in mind to obey magistrates,' is imper- 
atively* the rule of duty for a Christian minister, in times 
like these, I readily consented to deliver the address, a copy 
of which you have requested for publication. In the same 
1>elief, it is now cheerfully submitted to your disposal. 
" I am, Gentlemen, yours, truly and respectfully, 

" S. A. Crane." 
"Kentish Guards. 

' " It is believed that the statement of a few facts drawn 
from the early history of the Kentish Guards will be found 
neither uninteresting nor inappropriate, as a preface to the 
proceedings of their fellow citizens, on their recent return 
irom defence of the State. The charter of this Company was 

f ranted by the General Assembly in their October session, 
774. Among the original petitioners for the charter are 
found the names of several men, who, afterwards, as officers 
in the army of the Revolution, were distinguished for their 
liigli rank, their courage, and their military talents. Ma- 
jor General Nathanael Greene, General James Mitchell Var- 
num. Col. Christopher Greene, Col. Archibald Crary, and 
others of high reputation, are in this number. Of the origi- 
nal petitioners, also, one is still living in this place, Capt. 
Wanton Casey. In his advanced age he still retains the 
spirit of his early and distinguished associates ; and his love 
of country, of law and liberty, is now as fresh and vigorous as 
when he marched with this company to Massachusetts, on 
the alarm raised by the battle of Lexington. It has been 
interesting to notice how keenly he felt for the honor of 
the company in their recent service ; and how proudly he 
now rejoices in their noble and successful effort to maintain 
the well earned and long established reputation of its orig- 
inal founders. 

'^ Besides those already named as signers of the petition 
for the charter many others of the company held commis- 
sions in the armies of the Revolution, in all not less than 
thirty-two. And what is * even more remarkable, all these 
officers, it is said, acquitted themselves well in their respec- 
tive positions ; many rose to high distinction, and one, in 
imiversal estimation is ]>laced second only to the immortal 
Washington. From this brief notice, which might be, and 
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perhaps ought to be extended, it will be seen that few com- 
panies in our country can claim a more ancient and honor- 
able origin, or have inherited a larger share of well earned 
glory, than the Kentish Guards ; and of the present officers- 
and members, it is but a just and merited tribute to say 
that their recent conduct in defence of the State, in their 
trying position at Pawtucket, has abundantly shown that 
as they have succeeded to a heritage of honor, so they 
mean to transmit the same to their successors, unsulliea 
and undiminished. 

" The Guards arrived home in the c.nrs on the morning of 
the first instant; they were met by the Volunteer Comjiany 
and others at the depot ; thence they were escorted to St. 
Luke's Church, where a large assemblage was waiting to 
receive them; after they had taken their places in the 
Church, religious services were performed; a hymn was 
first sung; the whole assembly then joined in solemn 
prayer and thanksgiving to God, in the use of appropriate 
Collects and other parts of the Church service appointed 
for such occasions. 

" A portion of Scripture was next read ; the following 
address was then delivered by the Rev. Mr. Crane, after 
which the Guards were escorted to their Jirmory and dis- 
missed : 

" * Fellmo Citizens : — We are assembled in this house of 
]»rayer and praise, to acknowledge our dependence upon 
Almighty God, as the Sovereign Ruler of nations; we 
come here as Christian men, to give thanks unto our God 
for the signal and merciful deliverjince which . he has 
wrought for our State ; and especially to ])our out on this, 
his sacred altar, our tribute of gratitude, that he has de- 
fended and preserved in every danger, those our brave and 
worthy friends, members and volunteers of the Kentish 
Guards, who promptly responded to their country's call, 
and exposed tlieir lives amid the fury of lawless mobs, and 
in the strife of blood ; the occasion demands our thanks- 
giving and our songs of praise. 

" * On Sunday last we heard the call to arms ; we saw 
our fathers, brothers, husbands, sons, mustering for the 
field of blood ; sorrowfully yet firmly did they do it ; in 
this house we then commended them to the God of battles; 
at home was the short but earnest prayer, — the hasty part- 
ing blessing, and they were gone. And whither ? Not to 
face an open foe ; it was to meet undefined and undefinable 
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<langer ; it was against the plottings of treason— dark and 
fearful conspiracy, the full design and extent of which no 
man could tell, and which, therefore, cast suspicion 1)e- 
tween neighbor and neighbor, and made friend look sternly 
in the face of friend. It was to meet the rage and frenzy 
of disappointed leaders and misguided men among our- 
selves, and the merciless weapons of hired ruffians, and 
murderous mobs, gathered in from neighboring states and 
<5ities ; in short, aU the horrore of civil war were reasonably 
to be apprehended, — law prostrate, violence triuni])hant, 
houses, villages, and our lovely city, plundered and 
destroyed. 

^' ' Such were then our dangers ; and to meet them, these 
our brave defender hastened ; as they went on with our 
blessing, as we followed tliem with our prayers, so now we 
welcome them back with thanksgiving unto God ; God pre- 
served them ; God gave them victory ; and to God be the 
glory, the honor, and the praise. 

" * But while we thus ascribe all to God, we forget not by 
whose hands he has wrought our deliverance; it has been 
by the hands, with the blood, and with the |>eril of the 
lives of these true and generous men, and others like them ; 
to them we owe it that the noise of war, and note of dread- 
ful preparation have ceased throughout our borders, that 
peace is restored, and we are sate ; to them our lasting 
gratitude is due ; — and specially to these our fellow towns- 
men, whom we now receive to their homes with the warm- 
est welcome, and just and noble feelings of pride and 
pleasure. God, who assigns to every man his place and 
daily duty in life, saw fit to assign to yoii, members and 
volunteers of the Kentish Guards, the post of danger and 
trial ;• he also gave you courage and skill to fulfill your duty 
with honor to yourselves, and with triumph to the laws ; 
while all was done tliat mercy in the name of humanity 
ooiild ask, that also was done which the laws of God and 
man for the Avell-being, nay, for the very being of society 
in the name of the same humanity, approve and demand ; 
we lament the fatal necessitv ; we thank God that your 
firmness was found equal to the awful crisis; and now in 
the name of these, your friends and neighbors, gathered 
here to rejoice with you on your safe return, and to testify 
their approbation of your noble conduct, I lay before you 
their united tribute of praise and admiration ; in the hour 
of your country's need you have nobly done your duty ; for 
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it we thank and honor you ; for it the gi*atoful blessings of 
tliose whom you protected from lawless violence and plun- 
der will descend and rest upon you. 

" * And now, fellow-citizens, a word to you all, and I shall 
have done ; as to the result, this is a proud day for Rhode 
Island; her government is sustained, her laws arc triumph- 
ant ; her citizens have gained for her a brighter lu8ti*e 
among the sister stars upon the banner of our Union ; and 
for themselves, wreaths of honor and grateful acclamations 
from every intelligent lover of regulated liberty and social 
order and human happiness, for the promptness and una- 
nimity and patriotic sacrifice of all minor and party political 
differences with which in the hour of her peril they has- 
tened to the rescue ; this danger is now passed ; in our 
progress through it, all those virtues, which do honor jilike 
to rulers and people, have been nobly displayed ; we feel a 
generous Jind worthy pride in the wisdom and firmness and 
patriotism, which this trying occasion has brought out and 
employed in visforous and successful action ; we feel more 
safe, we breattie more freely, when we know that such 
virtues dwell in the men of our State ; and avcII may we 
look upon them with conscious pride, as Ave call them our 
husbands, our fathers, our brothers, our neighbors, our fel- 
low-citizens. 

" ' But yet there is more in our case ; we have been in a 
fearful crisis ; in our progress to it, crimes uncounted, at 
the time unthouffht of, and even yet, I fear, unrepented, 
have been committed ; all the customary corrupting engines 
of party strife have been at work among us ; willful misrep- 
resentations, personal abuse, angry passions, revengeful feel- 
ings, have been sadly apparent; many have allowed them- 
selves to think and speak of law and government with con- 
tempt ; others have shoAvn a spirit of lawless violence and 
boastful defiance ; and some have stained their hearts and 
hands with treason and oj>en rebellion ; and last, though 
by no means least in God's account, there rests a fearful 
amount of guilt on men of education and influence who, 
while they have managed to keep out of the indignant grasp 
of human law, have counseled and encouraged others in 
doing what they would not, or dared not do themselves ; 
all these things are crimes ngainst God and man ; in whom- 
soever any of them are found, that man I solemnly call to 
repentance and amendment of life ; the overhanging clouds 
of God's righteous displeasure have rolled away ; let the 
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sunshine of mercy, which now beams upon us, melt every 
heart to repentance and prayer. 

" « We have been, as I said, in a fearful crisis ; that crisis 
we reached t)n*ough a long and fierce struggle — a struggle 
rather social than political ; for however it may have been 
begun and led on to its present termination bv political 
leadei*s, still it has all along derived its terrible power 
mainly from the fact that it has gone to the very heart of 
the community — ^has throbbed in every pulse, and quivered 
in every nerve of the social system ; by some means or 
other, the people of this State, have been brought to a 
grave discussion of fundamental questions in government ; 
m the progress of this discussion, a principle was adopted, 
false in theory, and unsafe in practice ; rash and unwise 
counsels prevailed ; the wrong path was taken, and, as it 
might have been foreseen, it led to rebellion ; that rebellion 
is now effectually ])ut down ; in doing it, our State has won 
laurels of lasting glory ; but she has yet a nobler victory to 
achieve ; angry passions, sus])icions, mutual recriminations, 
and vindictive feeling, almost of necessity, grow out of such 
a conflict as that through which we have passed ; in this 
fitate of things, it will require great wisdom and firmness in 
the rulers, and great forbearance and respect for law in the 
people, so to temper justice with mercy, that the end of all 
government, public safety shall be attained, while at the 
same time the voice of humanity, which demands the ab- 
Btaiuing from all needless severity, shall be fully heard and 
obeyed. 

^' ' Add to tills, that the questions first brought into dis- 
oussion are still unsettled ; the adjustment of them has in 
itself become more diflicult ; the cause of those who seek 
•certain changes in the government has, it is true, suffered 
from the rash and reckless temper of its leaders, and from 
the extremity to which it had been pushed ; on the other 
hand, it requires to be remembered, that few only, and 
those mostly men of profligate habits and ruined fortunes, 
were found willing to follow their leader in his desperate 
and blood V attempts ; of those who desire to change lunda- 
mental pnnciples in our government, the great body are 
true and noble hearted men ; they love their State ; they 
hate treason and rebellion ; they have, with a nobleness 
worthy of all praise, helped to oppose and defeat them ; 
from this their cause will eventually gain strength ; they 
still think these changes ought to be made; their opinion 
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must be respected ; their refpicst must be fairly met ; if un- 
reasonable, It must be shown so ; if reasonable and just, it 
must be granted ; in this work it is gratifying to know that 
the Legislature has alreadv made a good beginning, and one 
which promises to be satisfactory to all ; they have done 
this, too, at a time and under circumstances, which entitle 
their wisdom and magnanimity to all confidence ; let the 
people follow in the same path of moderation, forbearance, 
and mutual concession ; already have we had enough, and 
far too much of public discussion, and mass meetings on the 
subject in question ; lei; every man now take the matter 
quietly and alone to his conscience and his Bible ; from 
tnese let him learn what is a Christian man's duty in respect 
to the government under which he lives ; in what manner 
he may innocently seek to change its principles or its prac* 
tices ; the times (femand sober reflection ; men of all parties 
should look well to the ultimate tendences of the principles 
they have adopted ; the cause of liberty has ever been most 
in danger from the visionary measures of its ill-advised and 
over-heated advocates; strength and stability are elements 
essential to a free government ; any [lolitical principles 
which tend to introduce perj»etufil change, Avill inevitably 
lead to misrule, anarchy, and despotism; these maybe mere 
truisms, but many there are among us Avho Avill do well to 
give them a more serious consideration ; let something also 
be pardoned to our love of equal privileges — something to 
our free institutions — something to the intrinsic difliculties 
of the subject which has been agitated, — and more than all, 
to a generous confidence in our neighbors and fellow-citi- 
zens ; in this spirit let the people meet and act as a band of 
brothers ; in t}iis way all will be obtained which can be 
reasonably desired, and upon a principle at once safe to the 
stJibility of government and the rights of the governed ; 
when this shall have been accomjilished, as I doubt not it 
speedily will be, then may every Rhode Islander well be 
proud of his state, her rulers, and her people. 

"'And, now, members and volunteers of the Kentish 
Guards, I will detain you no longer ; go to your families 
and friends; there earnest }n*ayers have been offered for 
your safety — ^glad hearts are waiting to receive you; wives 
and children, mothers and sisters will love you better; 
friends and neighbors will honor you more ; remember that 
God who has shielded your heads in the hour of danger ; serve 
him with the residue of your lives ; go, and may the bless- 
ing of God Almighty be with you now and forever.' " 
14 



CHAPTER XV 



KENT ACADEMY. 

In the year 1802, a few individuals whose names will 
be found below, procured a charter of iucor])oration from 
the General Assembly, for the establishment of a classical 
school in East Greenwich, to be called the Kent Academy. 
This was the first successful school of a high order in the 
State. The following preamble and articles of association 
were drawn up by tlie late Hon. Ray Greene, and they 
certainly indicate a person of brilliant intellect and highly 
cultivated mental powers : 

" East Greenwich, October 8th, 1802. 

" Ethan Clark, William Arnold, Mathewson and Mowry, 
and Peter Turner, all of East Greenwich, and State of 
Rhode Island, and Ray Greene, Elihu Greene and Chris- 
topher Greene, all of Warwick, anxious to promote the 
happiness of posterity, and to continue the blessings of a 
free and equal government, which this Country enjoys in 
as great a degree as any other nation, and believing that 
well conducted Seminaries of learning, in which youtli may 
acquire knowledge, with the advantages of places of public 
worship, to incline their minds to morality and religion, are 
the most probable means to effect their design— Jiave as- 
sociated for this (as they consider) laudable purpose, and 
have purchased a lot of land in East Greenwich, containing 
one acre and tAventy rods, u]>on which they intend (with 
the assistance of others tliat may be eipnilly disposed to 
promote the good of mankind) to erect a building about 
sixty feet long and thirty feet wide, two stories high and 
convenient for the accommodation, and when ])roi)erly 
regulated, suitable for the instruction of a considerable 
number of youth in such branches of education as may be 
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thought most foi* their advantage. They also please them- 
selves with the idea, that siicli an inatitntion will be pro- 
ductive of the advantage to East Greenwich and its vicinity 
of introducing a settled Minister of the Gospel, to preach 
in the Meeting House, which is now so seldom im|»roved. 

" The elevated situation uj»on which the building is in- 
tended to be erected, its vicinity to the lot upon which the 
Catholic Congregational Society's Meeting House stands, 
the cheapness of living and ease of accommodating board- 
ers, all conspire to make this place agreeable in a town, the 
healthful air of which is thought to be exceeded by none. 
This place being central in this State and possessing so 
many advantages, will induce many persons to place their 
children here for education, where they can visit them with 
convenience, and be frequent spectators of their improve- 
ment ; to complete the contemplated plan, very consider- 
able expense will be required, much more than is convenient 
or reasonable for a few to bear ; but we flatter ourselves 
that there are others, who, believing as we do, the dissemi- 
nation of Literature, information and religion is amongst 
the first duties of Society, and the most productive of 
order and good regulations in Republican governments, 
will become subscribers to this plan, and adding their 
names to those already mentioned, will lend their assist- 
ance to su]>port the Society under the folloAving articles of 
the association, viz. : 

" Article First. The cost of the land and the buildings 
to be erected thereon, shall be divided into One Hundred 
Sliares at Thirty Two Dollars each share, and shnll bo pay- 
able Five Dollars on each share, on the first Monday m 
Novcnilx^r, 1802. Ten Dolinrs <»n ea(?h share on the Twenty- 
Fifth day of June, 1803, and the sum remaining due on each 
share to be paid on the Twenty Fifth day of September, 
1803. But it shall be in the power of the subscribers to this 
Institution to suspend or alter the time of paying in the 
two last installments, provided it be previously done by a 
vote of a majority, at a meeting of them duly notified. 

"Second. On the first Monday of November, 1802, the 
Subscribers shall meet at the tavern of Col. Wm. Arnold in 
East Greenwich, and pay each one of his first Installments, 
on the share or shares by him subscribed, and they shall at 
said meeting appoint a person to receive the Installments, 
colloct the payments, and receipt for the same when paid; 
they shall also appoint a Committee of Seven Subscribers 
to represent and conduct the business of the association. 
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"Third. The Committee shall meet from time to time, 
as they may find necessary ; five shall constitute a quormu, 
the majority of whom present shall govern. 

" They shall have poM'^er to contract or direct the build- 
ing to bo erected, ana order the manner and style of finish- 
ing the same ; they shall call meetings of the Subscril>ers at 
any time they may think necessary, giving due notice 
thereof ; they shall oe continued in their appomtment until 
the buildings be erected and the accounts are settled ; they 
shall as soon as may be apply to the Legislature of the State 
for a Charter of Incorporation, with such powers as may be 
thought necessary for the security of the ]>roi»crty of the 
Association and the well ordering of the Institution. 

" The following articles shall be fundamental as the Con- 
stitution thereof : 

"First. At all meetings of the Subscribers their Heirs 
or Assigns, they shall have as many votes as they may hold 
shares, and may vote by themselves or by proxy duly a))- 
pointed, by Avriting under the hand of the ])erson ap]>oiut- 
ing ; Sixty shares shall constitute a quorum and the majority 
present shall govern. 

" Second. The Trustees of the Academy shall belong to 
the Association, or any person subscribing and paying a 
Donation to the amount of Thirty Five Dollars, for the use 
and promotion thereof, shall be entitled to a vote and eligi- 
ble to the place of a Trustee, 

" Third. The Trustees shall be api)ointed by the Asso- 
ciation ; they may be chosen annually, and a meeting of 
the Association shall be instituted for that as for other pur- 
poses ; but they shall hold their a])pointment until others 
shall be chosen in their place. 

"We the Subscribers do each one for himself, promise 
and hereby bind ourselves, our Heirs, Executors and Ad- 
ministrators to pay or cause to be paid unto the before 
mentioned Ethan, William, Mathewson and Mowry, Peter, 
Ray, Elihu and Christopher, and their associates, or to the 
person who may be hereafter appointed agreeably to the 
aforegoing plan of association ; the sums as they shall be- 
come due on the shares by us subscribed, for the use and 
purpose of this our Association ; and on the event of failure 
of payment at the time herein stated, we hereby agi-ee to 
forfeit for the use of the contemplated Institution, all sums 
of money by us previously paid, and moreover be liable for 
the full payment of the sums by us subscribed. 

"Nathan Whiting, Secretary." 



KENT A(.'A1>K>IY. 



205 



Names of the Suhscrtbers. 



"William Greene, for himself and 

Ray, 10 shares. 
Elihii and Christopher Greene, 5 

sliares. 
William Greene, 2 shares. 
AVilliam Greene, (son of Nathanael), 

2 shares. 
Benjamin Greene, 2 shares. 
Nathan Greene, 1 sliare. 
Jacob Greene, 1 share. 
James Greene, 1 share. 
Stephen Greene, 1 share. 
Jeremiah Greene, h share. 
Joseph Grceno an<f son, ^ share. 
Stc)))icn (Jrcone, \ share. 
Michael Spink, I share. 
Hopkins Cooke, J share. 
Jonathan Niles, Jr., h share. 
Bbenezer Williams, f share. 
Benjamin Davis, J share. 
Ethan Clark, 10 shares. 
Thomas Tillinghast, 2 shares. 
William Arnold, 3 shares. 
Mathewson and Mowry, 5 shares. 
Jonathan Salisbnrv, 2 shares. 
Clarke Brown, 1 share. 
Oliver Weeks, 1 share. 
Pardon Tillinghast, 1 share. 
AValter Spencer, 1 share. 
Jonathan Andros, 1 share. 
l>avid IMiniij^cr, 1 share. 
Peter and Daniel Tnrner, 2 shares. 
Nicholas R. Gardiner, 1 share. 
Benjamin llowhmd, 1 share. 
Casey Whitford, 1 share. 



AVilliam Collins, 1 share. 

Samuel AVest, 1 share. 

Jonathan Niles, 1 share, 

William Sarle, 1 share. 

Stephen Arnold, 2 shares. 

Simmons Spencer, I share. 

Thomas Arnold, (Capt.), 1 share. 

Beniamin Tillinghast, 1 share. 

Nathan Whiting, 1 share. 

Thomas P. Ives, (Providence), 5 
shares. 

John Brown, (Providence), 3 shares. 

Cnleb Wheati>n, (Boston), 1 share, 
ontercd on tho Donation list, 
thin share being given and trans- 
ferred to the C(jrporation. 

Sanuiel G. Arnold and Co., (Provi- 
dence), 1 share. 

Nicholas Brown, (Providence), & 
shares. 

Jabez Bowen, (Providence), 1 share. 

George Gibbs, (Newport), 1 share. 

Georije Champlin, (Newport), 3 
shares. 

Wm. Greene Spencer, 1 share. 

Thomas Rice, 1 share. 

Duty Arnold, 1 share. 

Henry Arnold, 1 share. 

Wanton Casey, 1 share. 

Snmuel AVrigiit, 1 share. 

John Fry, 1 share. 

William' Reynolds, 1 share. 

Thomas A. Howland, 1 share. 

AVliole number of shares, 911. 



Donations. 



Nirhohis Gardiner, 1 share. 
Joint Cooke, Jr., 1 share. 
Nathaniel R. Greene, 1 share. 
Benjamin Tibbitts, 1 share. 



Georgo D. Sweet, of Savannah, 2 

shares. 
Caleb Wheaton, 1 share. 



Charter op Kent Academy. 

" An Act to Incorporate Certain ^Persons hy the name of 
The Projyrietors of the Kent Academy, 

" WhereaSy The establishment of Public Institutions for 
the promotion of Literature and general diffusion of Knowl- 
edge, is an object of the highest inii)ortance to society, by 
affording the means to the rising generation of gaining in- 
struction in the principles and jnactice of virtue, and of 
acquiring that knowledge and wisdom, which is necessary 
to qualify them to fill with usefulness and honor the 
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various stations and offices of life : And whereas an Acad- 
emy founded at East Greenwich, in the County of Kent, 
would be highly beneficial to that place, and advantageous 
to the Government ; and whereas a number of persons have 
undertaken in this design, and have by their committee pre- 
ferred a petition to this General Assembly, praying that 
full liberty and power may be granted unto them to foimd, 
endow, and govern said Acad em j-, and that they may be 
incorporated into one body politic, by the name of ' Pro- 
prietors of Kent Academy,' with all the i)owers, i)rivileges 
and franchises necessary tor the purposes of said Institu- 
tion. 

" Section 1. Be it tlierefore enacted by the General 
Asaeinhlyy and by the atUhority thereof it is enacted^ That 
William Greene and others, and their successors and assigns, 
shall be, and hereby are created a corporation and body 
politic, by the name of the pro|>rietois of the Kent Acad- 
emy, and by that name they, and their successors and as- 
signs shall and may have perpetual succession, and are by 
that name made able and capable by law, as a body corpor- 
ate, to sue and be sued, to ])lead and be im])leaded, to an- 
swer and be answered to, to defend and be defended against, 
in all courts of record, and before all proper judges what- 
ever, in all causes of whatever name, or nature ; to have a 
common seal, which it shall be lawful for them to change 
or alter from time to time at ])leasure ; And also to have, 
take, possess, purchase, acquire or otherwise receive, and 
hold lands, tenements, hereclitaments, and rents in fee sim- 
ple, for term of lifes, years or otherwise, not exceeding 
twenty-five thousand clollars, in value; and also, goods, 
chattels, and all other things of whatever nature, kind, or 
quality soever ; of all which they may stand seized, notwith- 
standing any misnomer of the corporation, or by whatever 
name, or however imperfectly the same shall be described 
in any gift, grant, devise, bequest or assignment, provided 
the true intent of the assignor or benefactor shall be evi- 
dent : And also, to grant, demise, aliene, lease, use, occupy, 
manage and improve according to the tenor of the donations 
and to the purposes, uses and trusts, to which they shall be 
seized thereof. 

" Section 2. And be it further enacted^ That there shall 
be a meeting of said corporation, at the Academy in East 
Greenwich, on the third Wednesday of August, 1803, and 
annually on the said third Wednesday of August forever 
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thereafter ; at which time and place for tlie better orderiiiff 
and managing the affairs of said cori)oration, they shaU 
elect out of their body i)olitic, a President, a Treasurer 
a Secretary, and a number of Trustees, not loss than five, 
nor more than fifteen; a majority of whom, so elected, 
shall constitute a quorum, and such other officers as shall 
be necessary to conduct the business of said corj^oration. 
And the President of said corporation shall be ex-ofticio, 
a Trustee and President of the board. And the said Trus- 
tees shall have power to appoint, from their own body a 
committee of three, or more if necessary, to whom they 
may delegate so much of their power as expressed in said 
charter, as to them shall seem expedient, for the more 
convenient superintending and managing the affairs of said 
Academy. And it shall be the duty of the said Trustees 
to keen a record of their j>roceedings, whicli they shall 
from tnne to time, cause to be laid before the corporation 
whenever required. And the ofliccrs aforesaid, shall hold 
and execute their respective ofiices until others shall be 
chosen in their stead. 

"Section 3. And be it further enacted^ Tliat the 
Trustees of said corporation siiall have i>ower and author- 
ity to elect and apj>onit the Princii>al and other Instructors 
in their various branches of literature ; to ascertain and fix 
their respectiAC salaries, arid the juice of tuition and inci- 
dental expenses ; and to remove any Instructor from his or 
her oflice for misdemeanor, incapacity or unfaithfulness, 
and others to elect and appoint in their stead. And the 
said Trustees, shall have the superintendence and direction 
of said Academy; and shall have power to make sucli laws, 
regulations, and ordinances, with ]>enalties, as to them shall 
seem meet for the successful instruction and government 
thereof, not contrary to the laws of this State or the United 
States ; and shall repair the Academy when needful, and 
may average the expense of said repairs in proportion to 
the shares, that each proprietor shall possess ; and in case 
any of the proprietors shall refuse or neglect to ]>ay his or her 
part of such assessments, his or her shares shall be put up 
at public vendue and sold to the highest bidder, and if any 
overplus remains, it shall be paid over to each such delin- 
quent or delinquents, who shall thereafter cease to be mem- 
bers of said corporation. 

"Section 4. And be it further enacted^ That the pro- 
prietors of Sixty Shares shall constitute a quorum of said 
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Corporation ; and that each Proprietor shall be entitled to 
as many votes as the number of shares he possesses, and 
may vote by himself or proxy, duly appointed under the 
hand of the person appointing. 

"Section 5. And be it further enacted^ That if at any 
time of a regular meeting of said Corporation, there should 
not be a quorum of the inembers present, the I^resident or 
in his absence the Secretary shall have power to adjourn 
said meeting, and shall give at least three days' notice of 
said adjournment to said Corporation ; and at the meeting 
• adjourned, eight Proprietors, whereof the President, Treas- 
urer, or Secretary to be one, shall constitute a quorum to 
transact the business. 

" Section 6. And he it farther enacted^ That the said 
Corporation shall and may receive into their body politic, 
any person being a Proprietor of one or more shares, or 
who shall make a donation to the use of said Academy to 
that amount. And that the said Corporation shall have, and 
there is hereby granted imto them full power to make and 
ordain such rules, regulations and by-laws, as they shall 
judge needful, for the better government of the Corpora- 
tion, and alter and repeal the same ; provided such rules, 
regulations and by-laws be not repugnant to the laws of the 
State, or the design of the Institution. 

" Section 7. And he it further enacted^ That for the 
gi*eater encouragement of this Institution of Learning, the 
estate of this AcadiMuy lying aiul being within this State, 
shall be exempted from all taxes; and the person of the 
Principal and other Instructors, during their connection 
with said Academy, »hall be exempted from serving on 
juries, and from military duty, or impi*essment. 

" Section 8. And furtJiermore^ For the establishment 
of the perpetuity of this Corporation, and in case that any 
time hereafter any law should be enacted, or any mattei*s 
done and transacted by this Corporation contrary to law 
or the tenor of this Charter, it is hereby enacted, ordained 
and declared that all such laws, acts and doings shall be in 
themselves null and void ; yet the same shall not, in any 
court of law, or by this Assembly, bo adjudged in de- 
feasance or forfeiture of this Charter, but the same shall be 
and remain inviolate and entire unto the said Corporation 
in perpetual succession ; which said Corporation may at all 
times forever hereafter, proceed and continue to act, and 
all their acts conformable to the powers, tenor, true intent 
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and meaning of this Charter, shall be and remain in full 
force and validity, the nullity and avoidance of any such 
illegal acts to the contrarv in any wise notwitlistanding. 

" Section 9. * And be it further enacted^ That the 
Trustees of said Academy shall have power to call sjiecial 
meetings of the Corj)oration, whenever they shall think 
necessary, giving due notice thereof." 

The whole charter is copied for the express purpose of 
showing how liberal the Legislature was at that early 
period, in granting a charter so legally strong, and also the 
wonderful ability of the Hon. Ray Greene, displayed in 
framing it. 

First Extract from the Corporation Records of 
TUB Kent Academy, dated December 7tii, 1803. 

" Voied^ That the sum of one hundred and thirty eight 
dollars be paid out of the Treasury to Messrs. Ethan Clark, 
William Arnold, Richard Mathewsou, Earl Mowry, Peter 
Turner, Ray Greene, Elihu Greene and Christo))her Greene 
upon their executing a conveyance of the lot of land upon 
which the Academy stands, to the Corjioration, in full for 
the consideration of the deed of conveyance." 

Extract from the Records, August 31st, 1804. 

" At a meeting of the Proprietors of Kent Academy, on 
the 15th of August, 1804, the subscribers were apj)ointed to 
examine the accounts and bills of the Committee, author- 
ized to superintend the erection of said building, and ]»ro- 
cure the materials for the same, whereof liicluird Mathew- 
son and Stephen Arnold were chosen by them the principal 
agents — report, that they have carefully examined the ac- 
counts and bills, and find no material error in any of them, 
not sufficient in their o]>inion to make an alteration. 

" That the building has cost up to the 14th of August, 1804, 
the sum of $3,733.55. The subscriptions receivea and ma- 
terials up to said date, amount to ^3,702.6,5 mills ; balance 
due Richard Mathewson at same time $31.49,5 mills, refer- 
ence had to their statement on i)ages four and five, all of 
which we submit to the Proprietors. 

" AViLLiAM Greene, 
Wanton Casev, 
"W^iLLiAM Greene Spencer." 
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Extract from the Records October 6th, 1804. 

" It is voted and resolved^ That the Trustees shall have 
full power and authority, to control and appropriate the 
funds of this Corporation for the use, benefit, anct improve- 
ment of the Academy; and }>rincipally to the following 
purposes, namely — for the fencing of the Academy gi*ounds, 
and setting out trees thereon, procuring step-stones for the 
the doors, and necessary and shitable furniture and finish- 
ing for all parts of the Academy. And they shall also 
have power to apply the funds of the Corporation to the 
purchase of a bell, Maps, a pair of Olobes, and such useful 
Books as they may judge proper for establishing a Library, 
which shall be under the regulations hereafter to be mauo 
by the Corporation." 

The maps and globes were splendid articles, and were 
imported from Euro))e. The maps were on a large scale, 
four by five feet and elegantly mounted, and the twenty- 
four inch globes were the best that could be procured. The 
bell, then the only one in the village was a very fine toned 
one, and remained in the belfry until the Academy became 
the property of the Providence Conference, when, being 
cracked, it was replaced by the one now in the south tower 
of the Greenwich Academy. 

The first person who had charge of the Academy as 
principal was Abner Alden, A. M. He was a man of supe- 
rior qualifications as a teacher, and succeeded in establish- 
ing an excellent school. After conducting the school for 
several years, with unusual success, he suddenly left the 
charge of the Academy, and conducted another school at 
Bristol. Mr. Alden was a man of high literary attainments, 
and was the author of a spelling book and a reader, both 
standard works, and used in all the schools ii\ Rhode Island 
for a number of years. 

Mr. Alden's assistant was Mr. Jeremiah Chadsey, of 
Wickford, who was one of the best mathematicians at that 
time, and was employed to make the calculations for .a 
nautical almanac. 

Jose]>h L. Tillinghast succeeded Mr. Alden and continued 
as principal until 1811, when Aaron Putnam took charge of 
the Academy. Mr. Putnam left the school in the year 1812, 
and Avas succeeded by the Rev. Ezekiel Rich. 

Mr. Rich continued the school until July, 1814, as it ajy- 
pears from the Trustees' records in the following extract : 
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" Ethan Clark, Esq., agreeable to his appointment at the 
last meeting, made his report verbally — that he had called 
on the Rev. Mr. Rich at two several times and requested to 
know his wishes respecting his continuing as preceptor in 
Kent Academy and liow long; to which Mr. Ricli had given 
him his ideas and observations in writing, which is j>re- 
sented to this meeting directed to the Trustees of the Kent 
Academy under cover of seal, which on j>erusal, it appeared 
that Mr. Rich intended leaving the Academy on the first 
day of July next." 

" Votedj That, that part of Mr. Rich's letter above re- 
ferred to, wherein he states his intention to leave Kent 
Academy on the first day of July next, is very accej)table 
to this board." 

The next who took charge of the Academy was Mr. Jonas 
Underwood, in the year 1816. 

Extract from the Records of the Year 1816. 

" Voted and Resolved^ That Samuel King and Franklin 
Greene be, and they are hereby appointed and emj)owered 
a, Committee to obtain and ngree with a Precej)tor for said 
Academy on sucli terms and conditions as they may tliink 
proper, not involving said Institution or the Proprietors in 
jvny expense unless they send to scliool. 

" And it is hereby recommended to said Committee, not 

to engaffo anyone for a longer time than until unless 

he should be fully approved of by the Board of Trustees, but 
that they advertise for a Preceptor, to take charge of said 
Academy at the expiration of the term which they may 
agree, and that a man with a family will be preferred." 

Who was Mr. Underwood's successor does not appear 
from the records, but we presume, from the following ex- 
tract of the year 1818, that it M^as a Mr. Northu]) : 

" Voted and Iiesolved^ That a Committee of three, con- 
sisting of the following jiersons, be appointed : Samuel 
King, Wanton Casey, and Franklin Greene. 

" Jlesolvedy That to the Committee our authority for the 
following purposes be delegated, and that they be author- 
ized and requested to act to the following effect : 

" Firsts That the said Committee instruct the Treasurer, 
and unite with him their exertions, that the Academy be 
kept in good repair, and that in case of injury the same be 
repaired at the expense of the person causing the injury. 
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" Secondy That the Committee, collectively and individu- 
ally attend at least once in the week at the Academy, and 
if necessary give the Preceptor the friendly and candid 
advice respecting the government and instruction of the 
Academy. 

" Thirdy That the said Committee aiTange without de- 
lay for a successor to Mr. Northup, on any terms which 
they may think beneficial to the Institution, and not involv- 
ing the Academy in expense, and the said Committee regu- 
late if necessary, the rates of tuition. 

" Resoloedy That the Rev. Daniel Waldo be requested to 
call occasionjilly at the Academy, to afford to the scholara 
of tlic Institution such advice and instruction as his duty 
as a Clergyman, and })arcntal kindness may dictate. 

" Hesolvedy That whereas, in the year I0I6, the Trustees 
of the Academy placed that Institution under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Waldo, subject to a yearly rent, .and it was 
soon after discovered that l[r. Waldo could not consist- 
ently with his arrangements with the Missionary Society, 
preside over the same, and that ho ceased to preside over 
the Academy, we agree that all claim on Mr. Waldo for 
the rent of the Academy be cancelled, and the same be 
rendered null and void. 

" Meaolvedy That the Treasurer be requested to discon- 
tinue his application to Mr. Jonas Underwood for rent of 
the Academy and that all claims for rent of the same since 
1815, be cancelled and relinquished." 

Thus far it appears that the institution has not been of 
any. pecuniary benefit to the Proi)rietors, but rather a con- 
stant bill of expense in the form of taxes on the shares for 
repairs, although it seems from the following extract in 
the year 1820, the officers' salaries could not have been very 
large : 

" jReaolvedy That the Secretary's account for the sum of 
Three Dollars be paid to him for recording the proceedings 
of the Trustees from the founding of the Institution to 
1820." 

Only three dollars for eighteen years of service. 

When I first examined the Trustees' records, several 
leaves of the book were absent. Afterwards they were 
found, which will account for the discrepancy of the dates. 
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EXTUACT FROM OlD ReCORD OF 1805. 

" Voted, (upon application of sundry persons), That Mr. 
Harrington have liberty to teach a Singing School in the 
Academy every Saturday evening, Sunday and Sunday 
evening, for the term of one Quarter, commencing at this 
time, and that the Hall upon the lower floor be assigned 
for that purpose, to be under the* particular care and super- 
intendence of the Preceptor, Mr. Alden. 

" Voted, That Mr. Richard Mathewson, the Treasurer, 
be requested to ))rocure immediately a tin stove pipe of 
suflicient length for an iron stove, to be placed in the 
middle of the Northwest room, upon the lower floor of the 
Academy, and to lead into the Chimney in the same room, 
and that he charge the amount thereof to the Academy, 
and that he also be requested to attend to the placing of 
the stove, as above, as soon as may be, and that he call 
upon Mr. William Greene for the stove, having borrowed it 
of him, for this winter, for that purpose." 

April 15th, 1805. " Voted, That William Greene be 
directed to purchase a set of twenty four inch globes, for 
the use of the Academy, and that he call upon the Treasurer 
for the amount of the same." 

August 24th, 1805. « Voted, That Mr. Alden be re- 
quested to open the upper Hall in the Academy, to be used 
by Mr. Carpentier, for the purpose of a dancing school, to 
be kept on Saturdavs only, he the said Carpentier paying 
to the Treasurer of the Corporation fifty cents a quarter, 
for each scholar for the use ot the Hall." 

It a])pears that the Trustees were very willing that the 
Academy should be used for a dancing school, but not for 
religious meetings, as the following entry will show : 

December 26th, 1805. " Application having been made 
to this meeting by Mr. Barney Greene for liberty to as- 
semble in the Academy, during the cold weather of the 
present winter for the purpose of Public Woinship, 

" Voted, That in the opinion of the board they are not 
authorized by the Charter of the Institution to give such 
liberty." 

This shows how far bigotry will carry some people. 
Here was a request from a religious society for permission 
to hold meetings in the Academy on days when it was not 
used for any other purpose, yet the ai)plication was rejected 

15 
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under the pretext that the charter of the institution would 
not allow It. 

"Application also having been made by Mr. Nathan 
Whiting (at the same meeting of the Trustees) in behalf of 
Mr. Charles Miller that he have liberty to teach a Singing 
School in the Academy for one Quarter. 

" Votedy That Mr. Charles Miller have liberty to teach a 
Singing School during said term in the Academy, provided 
such school shall not interfere with Mr. Alden's school hours, 
and also provided that Mr. Alden will superintend the said 
school as respects the building, to see that order be ol)served 
and that no damage be done to the House, and in case of 
any damage being done, that Mr. Miller be accountable." 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of Kent Academy, 
convened on the 30th day of October, 1807, by order of the 
President of the Board, in consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Abner Alden dated the 24th of October, 1807, directed to 
the Trustees of Kent Academy, intimating his intention to 
le<ave the Academy and relinquish his place as ju'cceptor 
thereof, it was 

" JReaolvedy That Ethan Clark, Esq., Mr. Stephen Arnold 
and William Greene, be appointed a committee to take into 
consideration the subject matter of Mr. Alden's letter, and 
that they agi'ee with Mr. Alden or such other person as 
they may think proper, to take charge of the Academy as 
Preceptor thereof, after the expiration of the present Quar- 
ter, provided that Mr. Alden shall conclude to leave the 
Academy at that time, as contemplated by his letter." 

December 4th, 1807. "The committee who were to re- 
port further upon Mr. Alden's answer, whether he would 
continue in the Academy and how long, offer the following 
report : 

" * The committee above referred to, have received Mr. 
Alden's verbal answer, that he will continue as Preceptor 
of the Academy, until the 25th of March next, when he ex- 
pects to leave the town, and expects the Trustees to be gov- 
erned accordingly.'" 

January 22d, 1808, " JResolved, That whereas Mr. Alden's 
last communication to the Trustees (through their commit- 
tee) intimating his intention to leave this Town, and relin- 
quish his place as Preceptor of the Academy was verbal, 
and they nave since had no written communication inform- 
ing his intention, therefore resolved, that the Clerk be 
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rcquestod to write to ]\Ir. Aldeii, and rc(|ucst his final 
determination in writing by two o'clock to-niorrpw P. M. 

" Hesolved, That the following be rates of Tnition for 
the Quarter commencing the 2lst of March, 1808 : 

'' Beading and Spelling — . . .$2 00 Latin and Greek Languages. . $3 00 

Reading, Writing and Spelling.2 25 Logic and Criticism 3 00 

Arithmetic with I^ook-Keeiv Tlie principles of Astronomy 

ing 2 50 and Geography with the use 

English Grammar 3 00 of the Globes 3 50 

Composition and Speaking 3 00 

" And it is understood that the Fifty Cents upon each 
Scholar who shall study Astronomy and Geography, shall 
be for the use of the Globes, and shall be collected by the 
Preceptor and paid to the Society's Treasurer, and that the 
above shall be the rates of Tuition until further directions 
from the Trustees." 

April, 1822. " It having been reiiresented to this meet- 
ing that Nathan Whiting, Esq., offers to. take charge of 
Kent Academy, 

" Voted^ That Nathan Whiting be, and he is hereby ap- 
pointed Prece])tor of Kent Academy on the following 
terms ; said Whiting is to have the use of the Academy, 
free of rent, he keeping the same in rei>air, with the liberty 
of fixing his own rates of tuition, one month's Notice pre- 
vious to the expiration of a quarter shall be given in Avrit- 
ing by the Trustees before the removal of Sir. Whiting, 
and one month's Notice 2>revious to the exiiiration of a 
quarter shall be given in writing by Mr. Whiting to the 
Trustees before he shall be at liberty to relinquish the Pre- 
ceptorship ; the Academy to be opened on Monday the 6th 
of Juno.'^ 

Many of our readers in East Greenwich will remember 
this school of Mr. Whiting's. There has never been a 
school there before or since where the scholars enjoyed 
such perfect happiness as they did under the administration 
of Mr. Whiting. Although he was a fine classical scholar, 
possessing an abundance of general knowledge himself, he 
had very little faculty to communicate it to others. Being 
rather absent-minded and very unwilling to punish dis- 
obedience or neglect, unfair advantage of these failings was 
taken and enjoyed supremely. Occasionally on pleasant 
summer afternoons, pupils were allowed, (during school 
hours), to sit on the front steps of the Academy, under the 
pretence of studying in the open air, where they would 
amuse themselves in composing satirical poetry on their 
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teacher's eccentricities, and squibs on each other; (and 
really some of that poetry was worth preserving, for al- 
though most of it was doggerel, a great deal worse has 
been published and sold). Yet in spite of all this, some 
learned more in certain branches of knowledge during Mr. 
Whiting's administration than ever before, particularly 
geography and general knowledge of the world. Previous 
to this all the infoi*mation acquired was from "Morse's 
Geography ; " which was committed to memory and then 
recited, but Mr. Whiting taught by using the atlas, and 
demonstration with the " terrestrial globe." 

If space would permit, I should like to dilate still further 
on Mr. Whiting's natural ability as a teacher, as he was 
always ready to answer any ouestion with a satisfactory 
explanation. It is true our ideas did not " shoot " much, 
according to the common acceptation of the term, but we 
gained a large share of animal spirits and bodily health. 

The Rev. Charles Henry Alden (nephew of Abner Alden, 
the first jireceptor) succeeded Mr. Whitney in the year 
1823. The following rates of tuition, while he was precep- 
tor, were fixed by the Trustees, per quarter : 

'* Reading, Writing and Spell- 



ing $2 60 

Arithmetic, English Grammar 



Composition and Speaking.. . .93 60 
Mathematics, Logic, Geogra- 
phy, Astronomy 4 00 

and Book-Keephig 3 00 Latin and Greek 6 00 

According to this, the price of tuition had not increased 
much during twenty years. 

From the records. May, 1824 : " The members of King 
Solomon's Lodge (Masons) made application to the Trus- 
tees for two rooms in the Academy to be by them occupied 
for the accommodation of the said lodge, and to know the 
best terms upon which they can have it. 

" Hesolvedy That (if said Lodge assent thereto) they may 
have the exclusive privilege to occupy the South-West 
Chamber in said building, and occasionally may occupy the 
Hall Chamber, whenever they may desire the same for their 
public Meetings, for which privileges they are to pay the 
Treasurer of this Institution the sum of Five Dollars yearly, 
so long as they shall occupy the same, and if the Lodge 
choose to put Venetian blinds to the windows of said 
Chamber, they shall be remunerated that expense out of the 
rents to be by them paid. Said lodge are to keep the part 
of the building they use in repair, and if those rooms shall 
hereafter be needed for the accommodations of the school. 
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the lodge is to deliver up the same at any time after being 
duly notified thereof by the Trustees aforesaid, without 
charging the Academy with any expense for blinds, or re- 

Eairs made farther than the same snail have been paid for 
y the rents." 

The Rev. Charles Ilcnry Aldcn was preceptor until May, 
1825, when the Rev. Mr. Coleman took charge of the 
Academy for one year, and Avas succeeded by Christopher 
Robinson, May, 1826. 

From 1825 to 1820 there is no record, but in December, 

1831, a special meeting was called and the following min- 
utes were entered on the record book : 

" December 7th, 1831. Wanton Casey, Esq., in the Chair. 

Whereas^ An application was made to the Trustees, by Mr. 

Penuel Corbctt, of Bristol, R. I. to take the Preceptorship 

of said Academy upon such terms as might be agreed upon 

between the Trustees and the said Corbett. 

" JResolved^ That the said Penuel Corbett, be and he 
hereby is constituted and appointed Preceptor thereof, and 
that ne commence his school, for the First Quarter, on 
Monday, December 12th, and it was further resolved by said 
Trustees tliat the said Preceptor have said Academy free of 
rent for the first Quarter, and if he should remain longer as 
Preceptor thereof, that he shall pay to the Treasurer of said 
Corporation the sum of $20.00 per year, or Five Dollars per 
Quarter for each and every Quarter afterward." 

Mr. Corbett left the institution November, 1832, and 
Mr. Christopher Robinson took charge of it as preceptor in 
December, 1832, at the request of some of the Trustees, 
and continued it until March, 1833. 

" At a sjiecial meeting of the Trustees, November 26th, 

1832, Wanton Casey, Esq., being called to the Chair, a 
communication from Professor George W. Greene was re- 
ceived and read, proposing to take the Preceptorship of the 
Academy, and wishing sundry repairs to be made." 

It appears by the records that Professor Greene soon 
after abandoned the plan he had formed for establishing a 
school of a high order, and returned to Europe, where he 
resided for seventeen years, ten as United States Con- 
sul at Rome. Professor Greene, after his second re- 
turn from Europe, was appointed teacher of modern lan- 
guages in Brown Universitv, which he retained for several 
years, and then received the appointment of Lecturer of 
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United States History at Cornell University, which he re- 
tained as long as his health would admit. He is now living 
in retirement at East Greenwich, still engaged in literary 
pursuits, and where he has written and published a number 
of the most valuable and interesting uooks on Amencan 
history. 

The next preceptor was Joseph Harrington, who took 
charge of the institution in the year 1833, and held it one 
year. He was succeeded by Joshua O. Coburn, who took 
possession March 17th, 1834, and left April 4th, 1835. 

August, 1835. " Whereas^ An application having been 
made by Thomas P. Rodman, of Newport, to the pfcscnt 
Board of Trustees, to become a Teacher in the Academy, 
and having i>roduced such testimonials of his qualitications 
as were necessary to said board, it is therefore resolved 
that the said Thomas P. Rodman be, cind he is hereby ap- 
pointed Preceptor of the said Institution." 

Mr. Rodman remained only one year, and it appears from 
the records of September, 1836, that Air. Coburn was re- 
instated : 

" Daniel Greene and John P. Roberts, who were at a 
previous meeting of said Trustees appointed a Committee 
to confer with Mr. Joshua O. Coburn, and agree with him 
to take the Preceptorship of said Academy, made a verbal 
report as follows : that said Coburn would take said insti- 
tution, provided he could be insured the sum of 1600.00 
per annum. 

" Said Trustees, considering the importance of having a 
good instructor for said Academy, agree to accept of said 
offer, and the said Joshua O. Coburn is hereby appointed 
Precejitor of the same, and the said Trustees (present) 
agi*ee personally to make up the deficiencv, if any, in said 
school, so that the said Coburn shall receive said sum of 
1600.00 yearly." 

Mr. Coburn was the last preceptor under the old admin- 
istration. 

About this time, Mr. Thomas J. Johnson, of East Green- 
wich, made an effort to buy up the shares of the institution, 
for the purpose of establishing a school of a higher order 
than had existed here for some time previous, under the 
patronage and control of the Methodist society ; but as he 
was unable to purchase shares enough to possess a controll- 
ing influence, the project was abandoned and the Academy 
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passed into other haiuls. The new proprietoi-s not meeting 
with the success they anticipatecl, in the year 1839 sold the 
institution to the Rev. Daniel G. Allen, A. M., a graduate 
of Middleton College. 

Mr. Allen in the month of August folh>wing re]>aircd 
the building thoroughly, and commenced a school under the 
new system of instruction and government hi Sejitember, 
with Mr. Joshua Newhall, A. M., as assistant. He com- 
menced the first term with tliirty-five students, and during 
his management the number of students increased to above 
ninety, lie had a very prosperous school for two years, 
when he sold the establishment to the Providence Confer- 
ence of tlie Methodist Episcopal Church. 

We have been informed tliat Mr. Allen sacrificed much 
care, labor, and expense over and above the income of the 
establishment, to secure the permannucy of the school in 
this place. At the time he comuienccd his school, it will be 
remembered that business of all kinds was entirely pros- 
trated here. However, his resolute will prevailed, and he 
has witnessed what no one expected when he commenced, 
the establishment of an institution that is an honor to our 
village and State. 

Soon after the Academy was transferred to the Provi- 
dence Conference, a new charter was obtained from the 
Legishiture which also liohls the charter of the old Kent 
Academy, and the name of the institution was changed to 
Providence Conference Seminary. Under the new organ- 
ization the Rev. Benjamin F. Teft, A. M., was appointed 
principal, Daniel G. Allen and Joshua Newhall, assistant 
teachers, and Miss Jjavinia Livermore, prece])tres8. Soon 
after this Mr. Teft called to his assistance a new set of 
teachers, a part of whom were never engaged in the school. 

The institution, however, prospered, but at the com- 
mencement of the second year Mr. Teft unexpectedly dis- 
appeared from the faculty, the office of principal devolving 
upon a substitute. The liev. George F. Pool was appointed 
to fill the vacancy, and under his administration the aca- 
demic year was concluded with only seven students. Discour- 
aged at this ruinous prospect the Trustees leased the 
Seminary to the Rev. Daniel G. Allen, and he again called 
Mr. Newhall to his assistance. Miss Jemima Brewer was 
appointed preceptress. At the expiration of the year Mr. 
Allen gave up the school and the Trustees employed the 
Rev. treorge B. Cone, A. M., who commenced the fourth 
yejir with prospects of scccess. 
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As the number of students increased from term to term, 
and it was becoming difficult to procure suitable accommo- 
dation, it was finally resolved to erect a boarding-house. A 
building, three stories in liei^ht, and of suificient dimensions 
to accommodate about one hundred students was erected, 
with suitable reception and dining-rooms. 

Mr. Cone had for assistants, Simon 6. Waterhouse, Rev. 
Samuel C. Brown, Charles Hazard and £dward Harlow. 
Miss Brewer was appointed preceptress, and afterwards 
Miss E. A. Adams. 

Mr. Cone was succeeded by tlie Rev. William R. Bagnall, 
A. M., as principal, and Miss Mary Whitney, preceptress. 
Mr. Bagnall liad charge of the institution one year, and 
and was succeeded by the Rev. Robeit Allyne, * A. M., 
(1853). 

Mr. Allyne was the most valuable acquisition the Semin- 
ary had over received. During his administration, and 
mostly through his efforts and i)erseverance, the present 
elegant and commodious Students' Hall was erected. 
It contains, conveniently arranged, ])rincipal's office, recei)- 
tion room, reading room, museum, recitation rooms, music 
rooms, and on the third floor is an elegant chapel, contain- 
ing one of the largest organs in the State. 

As the limits of this work will not permit a further ex- 
tension of this subject M^e will bring it to a close, but if 
this history should reach a second eaition, this and several 
other subjects will be further elaborated, as the material for 
it is ample. 

From the first Catalogue issued in 1840, we give the list 
of the Faculty and a few general remarks : 



" (1840.) 



TEACHERS. 
Rev. Daniel G. Allen, Princij^al. 

J. Newuall, a. B., 
Languages and Mathenwtics. 

Miss LucT G. Eldkidob, Preceptress. 

Miss Hannah C. Eldkidqe, 
Drawing and Painting. 

Miss Anna S. Burqb, 
Teacher of Music.** 
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" General Remarks, (1840). Tlie Academy went into 
operation under the direction of tlie i>resent teachers, in 
September last ; since which time it has enjoyed an un- 
expected share of Public Patronage. As the Institution 
has never possessed the advantages of a Library, Philo- 
sophical Apparatus and such other means of instruction, it 
cannot be expected, under its present entirely new organiza- 
tion, immediately to avail itself of them. Until its means 
shall enable its friends to procure apparatus, diagrams and 
familiar illustrations must take the place of experiments, 
and a wish to retain and increase the patronage the 
Academy now enjoys, is, it is presumed, a suflicient 
guaranty that the instruction given to the scholars will be 
thorough and practical." 

The list of the Faculty as taken from the last Catalogue, 
is as follows : 

"(1877.) 

FACULTY. 

Rev. Francis D. Blakeslie, A. M., 
Principal and Professor of Moral Science and History. 

Joseph Eastman, A. M., 
Latin and Greek. 

Roland S. Kbyseu, A. M., 

Xatural Science and }fathematic8. 

Joseph IIastinor, Jr., 
Director of Music, 

John W. Dershimrr, 
Commercial Department, 

Samuel R. Kellt, 
Ehciition, 

Mrs. Mary F. C. Edib, Preceptress, 
English Literature, German and French, 

Mrs. Augusta M. Blakeslie, A. M., 
Mental Science and English Branches, 

Miss Carrie F. Davis, 

Vocal Culture, 

Miss Addie L. Makinstbr, 
Drawing and Painting, 
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Miss Ella Minkbttb Kenny, 
Piano. 

Miss Sarah E. Arnold, 
Ifannouy, 

Mrs. Julia A. Mosmbr, 
Matron.** 

The reader will see there is vast difference in the school 
in 1840, with only five teachers and a few branches of 
study, to 1877 with its twelve teachers and numerous 
branches of knowledge. 

Tliis institution was the first school of the kind in the 
State, and has continued to the jfresent time without the 
interruption of a single year. From its founding to the 
year 1839 it was conducted as a stock Academy. It then 
passed for a short time into private hands, but upon tlie 
organization of the Providence Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in 184(>, the school became the property 
of the Conference by purchase. 

The design of the school is to furnish the best possible 
facilities for thorough culture in all departments of 
academic instruction under religious influences. Although 
under the control of a single denomination, the religious 
teaching is non-sectarian, and frequently the majority of 
the students are from other than Methodist families. 

The Academy grounds contain five acres, giving an am- 
ple play-grouncf, and a lawn beautifully laid out and orna- 
mented Avith trees and shubbery. Upon these grounds 
stands the Boarding Hall, the Windsor Ilouse — where most 
of the faculty reside, and the Academy. The Academy 
building is a tasteful, substantial structure, and is believed 
to be unsurpassed by any institution of the same gi*ade. It 
contains ample aiid connnodious recitation rooms, besides 
parlor, office, library, reading-room, cabinet, and one of the 
finest seminary chapels in New England. The buildings 
throughout are warmed with steam and lighted with gas, 
rendering the premises comparatively safe from fire. The 
Academy Library contains about three thousand volumes. 
The cabmet of geological and mineralogical specimens, and 
the Museum illustrating the history, habits and customs of 
various nations, embrace about three thousand specimens, 
and are rarely surpassed in variety and completeness. 
Members of the school also have access to • the excellent 
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Free Public Library of the town, which is but a few rods 
from the Academy grounds. 

The institution owns a good philo80i:)hical and chemical 
apparatus, a stereopticon, a set of English astronomical 
slides showing the various real and api»arent motions of the 
heavenly bodies, a French eudiometer, a powerful electric 
machine, with a twenty-four inch plate, Wightman's gas- 
ometer, and a fine set of gas bags, to be used with the 
Drummond light. The institution awards four diplomas — 
one to each graduate on liberal learning, one to those com- 
pleting the musical course, one to the commercial graduates, 
and one to gi'aduates in art. 

Arrangements are made with the State military authori- 
ties by which those students wishing to become familiar 
with the military drill can have the daily use of arms and 
the State's armory, located just across tne street from the 
Academy. A proficient officer gives instruction. 

The college preparatory course embraces thorough in- 
struction and drill in the studies required for admission to 
college. It is designed to j)reparc students to enter any 
American college or university. The classical graduating 
course is as comprehensive and thorough as that of any 
seminary or female college. Gentlemen, as well as ladies, 
who may wish to take a systematic academic course, can 
pursue this to graduation, and receive a diploma. In the 
scientific department most of the branches arc taught 
which are comprised in the corresponding dejmrtment of a 
collegiate course. The courses of instruction in the musi- 
cal, oratorical and commercial departments are very 
thorough and exhaustive. 

Musical Institute. 

The general supervision of this hnportant department 
has been committed to Dr. Eben Tourj6e, Director of the 
celebrated New England Conservatory of Music, at Boston, 
whose high reputation gives satisfactory assurance of its 
excellence in every respect. It is designed to afford 
superior advantages for pursuing the study of music, both 
as a science and an art. An acquaintance with music, to 
some extent at least, has now become a necessary element 
of education. 

We will close this chapter by giving the names of all the 
princii)als who have had the government of the Kent 



/ 
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Academy, the Providence Conference Seminary, and the 
Greenwich Academy : 

1802— Abner Alden, A. M 1808. 

1808— Joseph L. TUliiigkast, A. M 1811. 

1811— Aarou Putnam, A. M 1812. 

1812— EzekielRich, A.M 1815. 

1815— James Underwood, A. M 1817. 

1817— Bey. Daniel Waldo, A. M., died at the age of 104 1818. 

1818— Benjamin F. AHen, A. M 1822. 

1822— Nathan Whiting, A.M 1823. 

1823— Chailes H . Alden , A . M 1825. 

1825— Bev. Ebenezer Coleman, A. M 182i>. 

182G— Christopher Robinson, A. M 1829. 

182»— Bev. Henry Edes, A. M 1^31. 

1831— Pomiel CorlMJtt, A. M 1832. 

1832— Christopher Bobinson, A. M 1833. 

183iK-Goorgo W. Orocno, A. M 18^1. 

1834— Josepli Harrington, A. M 18:^. 

1834— Joslma O. Coburn, A. M 1835. 

1835— Thomas P. Bodman, A. M 1836. 

1836— Joshua O. Cobum, A. M 1838. 

1838— Bev. James Bichardson, A. M 1839. 

1839-Bev. Daniel G. Allen 1841. 

1841— Bev. Benjamin F. Teft, D. D., LL. D 1W2. 

1M2— Bov. fioorgo F. P«x)l, A. B 1*13. 

1843— Bev. Daniel G. Allen 1844. 

1844— George B. Cone, A. M 1W7. 

1847— Bev. William Bagnall, A.M 1848. 

1848— Bev. Bobert Allyne, D. D 1854. 

1864— Bev. George W. Quereau, D. D 1858. 

1858— Bev. Micah J . Talbot, A.M 1862. 

1862— Bev. Beruce D. Ames 1864. 

1864— liev. James T. Edwards, A. M 1870. 

1871— Bev. David H. Ela, A. M. * 

1873— Bev. Francis D. Blakeslie, A. M., present Principal. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



THE REBELLION— LADIES' SOLDIERS' AID 

SOCIETY. 

I AM indebted to Mrs. William N, Sherman, the accom- 
plished wife of the editor of the Pendulum^ for the follow- 
ing elaborate and interesting history of this Society, which 
furnished such important and absolutely necessary assist- 
ance to our soldiers in the field and camp, and afterwards 
to the destitute " Freed people." Mi's. Sherman was sec- 
retary of the "Greenwich Ladies' Soldiers' and Freed- 
men's Aid Societies," and cheerfully gave her time, means 
and efforts, to sustain these societies as long as they were 
required. 

Loyalty and Patriotism of the Ladies. 

In May, 1861, or soon after the fall of Sumpter, the loy- 
alty and patriotism of the' ladies in East Greenwich was 
aroused. A meeting was called through llie Rhode Island 
Pendulum^ and work commenced for the soldiers. It was 
considered unnecessary at that time to organize a society as 
a speedy settlement of the unhappy difHculties which threat- 
ened our beloved country was anticipated. It was, how- 
ever, deemed essential that a village treasurer should be 
appointed. Mrs. William N. Sherman received this apiioint- 
ment, and the contributions for the benefit of the Green- 
wich soldiers were placed in her hands. It was voted that 
a subscription paper be circulated with the following heading : 

"Several ladies feeling the importance of thoroughly 
furnishing our volunteers with such articles that are not pro- 
vided, and which will be needed by them while away from 

16 
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home, we call upon the patriotic and benevolent to aid them, 
by contributions in money." 

The sum subscribed on this paper was (93.25. A con- 
cert by amateur perfonners, conducted by Dr. Eben Tour- 
j6e for the same object was held. Mrs Eben Tourj6e and 
and Miss Anna Henshaw were the leading soloists. One of 
Chickering's pianos was kindly loaned for the occasion by 
Daniel H. Greene, M. D. The avails of the concert were 
151.68, making the whole sum received by the treasurer 
1144.93. Although no society was formed, ladies from all 
the religious denominations cooperated and harmoniously 
labored for the general cause. 

After the terrible buttle of Bull Run in Jul v, 1861, which 
sent such a thrill of agony throughout the nation, the Indies 
desiring to know especially the condition of the Kentish 
Guards, commissioned the treasurer to write a letter of 
inquiry. We coi)y a portion of Chaplain T. C. Jameson's 
reply : 

" Camp Clark, July 30th, 1861. 

" My Dear Mrs, Sherman : 

^' Through want of time and gi*eat fatigue, it has not been 
possible for me to answer sooner your kind note. A thou- 
sand thanks for the interest which you manifest in our 
brave men who are now suffering so much from the fatigue 
and excitement of the recent and terrible battle. May God 
reward both you and your associates a thousand fold. I 
have consulted freely with the captain of the East Green- 
wich company and others, and beg leave to suggest that 
you can aid our men (and soldiers more worthy of aid 
never carried musket nor drew sword) very much ; first, by 
using your intluence to have some ice sent to us as soon 
as possible. In this hot climate, and in our exhausted and 
half sick condition this article is really quite indispensable, 
and unfortunately our supply is entirely exhausted, and we 
are suffering in consequence. Second, the men are not able 
to carry writing materials, and a supply of these placed in 
the hands of the captain for gradual and judicious distri- 
bution, would be an excellent use of a small portion of the 
money. Third, I shall like very much to have a small and 
carefully selected company library, of from fifty to a hun- 
dred appropriate miscellaneous and moral books, to be 
placed in the care of responsible officers and loaned at 
proper times, and for a few diiys at a time to the men. No 
more acceptable use than this can be made of a portion of 
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the money. Fourtli, the men are required to purchase for 
themselves materials for cleaning their guns and other 
equipments ; in our exposed condition this is a matter of 
much importance, and involving more expense than most 
persons are aware of. If you will authorize a small portion 
of the money for this purpose, it will be of real service, 
and confer a favor upon us all. With renewed thanks to 
yourself and the other ladies who are thinking so kindly 
and generously of us in our isolated and exposed condition, 
"I remain, very affectionately and gratefully, yours, 

"T. C. Jameson." 

In August a letter containing the following extract was 
received from one of the officers of Company H, Second 
Regiment Rhode Island Volunteers, requesting the ladies 
" to send at once all the money which had been collected 
for them, as a majority of the men are entirely destitute of 
money, and are unable to procure the most common neces- 
saries of life, (some might call them luxuries), such as 
tobacco, pipes and matches." As only about twenty dollars 
remained of the money to which reference was made, the 
ladies decided that the sum to which each member of the 
company would be entitled would be so small, that its ap- 
propriation for yarn with which to knit tliem stockings 
would be a more permanent good, therefore voted not to 
accede to the request. The money received had been ap- 
pro[)riated thus far to the Kentish Guards. Twenty-five 
dollars were sent to the Rev. T. C. Jameson, chaplain of 
the regiment, before it left the State, to be used as occa- 
sion required for the benefit of Company H, Second Regi- 
ment Rhode Island Vohmteers. 

Mr. Jameson was desired to consider particularly the 
necessities of the sick in dispensing the funds entnisted to 
his keeping, in part pfiyment for the India-rubber overcoats, 
in the purchase of articles for their ])ocket-cases, and for 
ice, especially for this company. 

Mctracts from another Document : 

" Camp imiaiiTWOon, Octol>er 22(1, 18(51, | 
Company H, Second Ukqimbnt, R. I. V. J 

" To the Treasurer of the East Greenwich Volunteer 
Association : 

" W/iereaSy It is generally understood that our friends in 
East Greenwich, Rhode Island, have at various times since 
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the comnienceineut of the present iiDhappv struggle, oon- 
tributed sundry sums of money for our comfort and benefit, 
" Therefore^ We, the undersigned, non-commissioned 
officers and privates of Company H, Second Regiment 
Rhode Island Volunteers, respectfully request the custodian 
of said sums of money to transmit the same to our com- 
missioned officers, to be expended for our benefit, ns they 
know our wants better than any one else, and we have the 
utmost confidence in their integrity." 

To this were attached sixty-six names. The ladies in 
their associated capacity again voted not to acquiesce. 
Subsequent events proved the wisdom of their decision, as 
' their only desire was to benefit the soldiers. 

Extracts J¥om Chaplain T, C.Jameson* a Letter in answer 

to one of Inquiry : 

" Camp Brightwood, November 22d, 1861. 

" Mrs. W. N". Sherman : 

" Dear Madam — I thank you for your letter of the 19th, 
and for the copy of the camp con*espondence. I had heard 
nothing of the affair before, and was not only surprised, 
but mortified and gi'ieved that you and your associates 
should have been annoyed by such communications, and 
that your protracted labors of kindness for us should have 
met with so thankless a return. For myself, I care but lit- 
tle. I learned long since that the servants of Jehovah are 
sent on many a thankless errand, and that they must not 
turn back on account of the ingratitude and selfishness of 
wicked men. It is enough for the servant to be as his 
Lord, and we muHt consider Him who endured such con- 
tradiction of sinners against himself, lest we be wearied and 
faint in our minds. The sentiment of the strange letter 
received by your association is strangely prevalent in the 
army I Intemperance, profanity, the use of tobacco and the 
unrestrained indulgence of the appetites are looked upon as 
rather soldierly virtues. By too many the proprieties of 
life, the rights of private pro])erty, good manners, the im- 
provement of the mind, the Sabbath, and religion itself is 
iffnored. Tobacco, cards and whiskey must oe had, and 
they can be transported, but as for books and worship, and 
religion, and war and the army, there is no time and place 
for them. Among it all there is but one thing for us, and 
that is to work on patiently as did our Master. Before I 
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left, you doubtless remember that twenty-five dollars were 
sent to me by your Society, to be used for books or in any 
other way wnich might seem desirable for the good of the 
company. In such way as I believe to be in strict accord- 
ance with your wishes, I have expended nearly one-half 
of that sum, and the rest still remains in my hands. I have 
repeatedly urged Captain Brown to take and use it as he 
thought best. This lie has declined doing, and at the same 
time assuring me that he would watch, and when he found 
any thing to be needed by the men would call for the whole 
or part, as the case might be. I will still hold it in the 
same way, or return it to you as you may direct. I am not 
willing to have any agency in the use of it as is indicated 
by the letter which you received. 

" And now allow me to caution the ladies against regard- 
ing this ungenerous exhibition as a specimen of the feeling 
of the whole regiment. On the contrary there are hun- 
dreds who appreciate, and will ever be grateful for the af- 
fectionate and constant interest which the ladies of East 
Greenwich, and the whole of Rhode Island have taken in 
our welfare. We have been cheered and benefited in 
every way by the almost numberless acts of kindness re- 
ceived from our friends at home. The position of chaplain 
is indeed, as you perceive, one of no ordinary difliculty ; 
the wisdom of the serpent needs to be united with the 
harmlessncss of the dove in the highest degree. Some have 
been so annoyed as to be compelled to give up the work 
in despair ; others are toiling on amidst almost insuperable 
difliculties. My situation has never been so bad as either 
of these. By most of the officers and men, I have ever 
been treated with the greatest respect, and every facility 
for usefulness guaranteed to me. In the meanwhile, let the 
ladies not be weary in well-doing, for in due season they 
will reaj) if they faint not. 

" Very truly, 

"T. C. Jameson." 

" P. S. If you see Mr. Dodge again, remember me to him 
most kindly, and be assured that we shall ever regard any 
favor which the ladies may show to him, or any of our sick 
and wounded as a gi'eat kindness to us all. T. C. J." 

At a regular meeting which was held December 6th, 
1861, it was proposed by Mrs. Rev. Dr. Crane, that a society 
be formed, and known as the " Ladies' Soldiers' Aid So- 
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ciety." This proposition was seconded by Mrs. Louisa D. 
Mumford. The meeting was organized for business by the 
choice of Mi*s. Clara A. Ludlow as president, and Mi*s. 
Mumford, secretary. The oiHcers ot the Society repre- 
sented five religious denominations, and were as follows : 

President-— Mn, WiUiam P. Greene. 

Vice-PreHdent—^lrs. WiUiam Q. Bowen. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary— liln. WiUiam N. Slierman. 

Treasiirer—Kiiaa Sallie Q. AUeu. 

Collector — Mra. Slieilield Arnold. 

It was " Voted, That the object of the Society shall be 
to furnish the soldiers with useful articles of clotliing and 
sanitary comforts ; " and also Voted, That any lady may 
become a member by donations in money or work." 

The members' names were as follows : 



Mrs. Clara A. Ludlow, 
Mrs. Louisa D. Mumford, 
Mrs. Rev. Dr. Crane, 
Mrs. Eliza Gardiner, 
Mrs. William G. Bowon, 
Mrs. William N. Slierman, 
Mrs. William P. Greene, 
Mrs. SlieAield Arnold, 
Mrs. Charles W. Greene, 
Mrs. Nathaniel Sands, 
Mrs. Joseph Eastman, 
Miss Marv M. Sherman, 
Mrs. Lydia Crandal, 
Mrs. Hfiahala Young, 
Miss Marv E. Young, 
Mrs. Pardon Wightnian, 
Miss Mary Pierce, 
Miss Ellen E. Ehlridge, 
Mrs. Thomas Mathewson, 



Miss Anna Tourtelotte, 
Mrs. Sarah Bldredse, 
Mrs. John C. Harris, 
Mrs. Russel Vaughn, 
Miss Ilutiio Cornell, 
Miss Martha Thompson, 
Miss Addie Hawkins, 
Miss Julia Spencer, 
Miss Abhie L. Updike. 
Miss Alice Updike, 
Mrs. Enoch W. Lovell, 
^frs. Juliet C. Kason, 
Mrs. Hannah Slocum, 
Miss Emily B. Eldredge, 
Miss Lizzie B. Greene, 
Mrs. Franklin Greene, 
Miss Sallie G. Allen, 
Mrs. Anne Ames. 



Various means were adopted to obtain funds to carry 
forward the object of the Society. Exhibitions of paint- 
ings, curiosities, tableau. v, fairs and festivals, were brought 
into requisition. Liberal donations in money and materials 
for work were gratefully received from ladies and gentle- 
men who were not connected with the Society. Among 
this number we would refer to the late Mrs. Silas W. 
Holmes, whose unobtrusive charities were frequent and 
liberal, and to Rol>ert II. Ives, Jr., Esq., who was killed at 
the battle of Antietam, and whose name may well be classed 
among that list of noble martyrs whose valuable lives were 
sacrificed for their *' country's good." 

Special donations were sent to Lovell Hospital, Ports- 
mouth Grove, in our own State ; to Missouri, and through 
Miss Dix to the Washington hospitals. The Second, 
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Fourth and Eleventh Rhode Islnnd Regiments, and the 
First Regiment New York Mounted Rifles, received assist- 
ance from the Society. Ten dollars were sent to tlie United 
States Sanitary Commission through Russell M. Larned, 
Esq., agent for Rhode Island. 

In November, 1802, about thirty young Indies — some of 
them members of the "Aid Society," organized a Knitting 
Circle, their special object being to labor for our volunteer 
soldiers. The officers were as follows : 

President— ^l\s8 Mary M. Sherman. 

Vice-Presidait—hlies Mary H. Brown. 

Secretarij—MJsa Lucy M. Brown. 

Treasurer — Miss Emma L. Rhodes. 

Directresses — Miss Laura M. Eddy and Miss Lizzie S. Knowles. 

Committee of Ways and Means— miss Mary H. Brown, Miss Lizzie B. 
Oreene, Miss Maria Rhodes, Miss Annie D. Ooggeshall, Miss Melissa B. 
Spooner. 

Gentlemen were permitted to attend the evening meet- 
ings by the contribution of monev or yarn. 

In December, 1864, Rev. Professor Bernice D. Ames, a 
former principal of the Greenwich Academy, and agent of 
the Christian Commission, Philadelphia, visited East 
Greenwich to make collections for that Society and received 
$74.00. Mrs. Silas W. Holmes contributed twenty-five 
dollars of the amount, and thirty-five were accredited to 
" The Circle." The names of the other contributors are 
unknown to the writer. 

We find in a rej)ort by R. M. Larned, Esq., agent of the 
United States Sanitary Commission for Rhode Island, the 
acknowledgment from the Knitting Circle of twenty-two 
pairs of socks for Rhode Island soldiers in Libby Prison, 
Richmond, Virginia. The full extent of the work accom- 
plished by this Society we arc unable to state, as the secre- 
tary died some years since, and the records, which were in 
her ])ossession, cJinnot be found. 

Miss Anna Eldredge and others, with some of the 
members of the Aid Society, were especially interested in 
furnishing supplies to destittite families of soldiers in the 
village, with very great acceptance. 



Copi/ of a Letter from Captain B, S, Brown : 

"Camp Second Reoimrnt, R. I. V., 
Near Stafvord, C. H., November 27, 1862 



** 3fr8 Sherman : 

" Dear Madam — Your note of November 19th came 
safely to hand last night. I embrace the earliest oppor- 
tunity of giving you the information required, and of 
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replying to such other points of your note as may seem 
desirable. In regard to the number from £ast Greenwich, 
there are at least thirty men in the Company from that 
place and the immediate vicinity. The whole number of 
men in the company is ninety-four, but only seventy-five 
are at present with us, the remainder being, some of them 
absent, sick, others on detached service. 

"The entire company is sadly in want of stockings. 
Re<}uisitions for them have been sent to the proper peraons 
again and again, but thus far we have failed to receive them. 
Thiis many of the men are to-day suffering for the stockings 
tliat government should have furnished them a month ago. 
Anything the ladies in East Greenwich can do to relieve 
this want, will, you nuiy bo sure, be met with the liveliest 
expressions of gratitude by us. As you remark, the stock- 
ings you may send will be double^ yes, treble their value in 
money to us at present. We can do without the money, 
but without the stockings we must suffer. You may send 
them by Adams Exjiress, and direct to 'Captain B. S. 
Brown, Company II, Second llegiment, Rhode Island Vol* 
unteers, Aquia Creek Landing, Va.' 

" Like you, I hope that the war will soon be at an end, and 
that not only myself, but the whole company may be re- 
stored to our families and friends. I am very glad that 
you are so much interested in my children at Sabbath 
School, and hope they may prove worthy of their teacher. 
I feel confident that under your care and instruction they 
will acquire those virtues and gi'aces that are alike the 
beauty of youth and the strength of age. 

" It is true great things are expected from General Bum- 
side's well known energy and ability, and I think we may 
safely say, whatever he may do, that he will accomplish all 
he can. His whole heart is in the work of crushing the 
rebellion. 

'^ In relation to the funds in your possession, so confident 
am I that the money will be appropriated properly, that I 
feel entirely willing to take your statement to that effect. If 
you wish nowever to have some one examine your bills 
of expenditure, any one whom you may select for the pur- 
pose will be acceptable to me and the company. 

" Yours with respect, 

" B. 8. Brown." 

A box Avas forwarded to Comj)any II, December 11th, 
1862, containing one hundred and ten pairs of yarn stock- 
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ings and thirty pairn of mittens. Forty-six pairs of stock- 
ings were knit from yarn purchased with the money in the 
hands of the Treasurer of tlie Vohmteer Fund. Miss Pa- 
tience B. Cook contributed thirty-six paira, the Aid Society, 
the Knitting Circle and others making up the number. The 
appropriation of all the money received by the Treasurer of 
the Volunteer Fund, especially for Company IT, was agreea- 
ble to the ladies interested in that company. The ladies ex- 
pected the box containing the stockings would reach the 
company in about three weeks, but three months had elapsed 
before it reached its destination. 

Extracts from a Letter from Captain Thomas Foy: 

** Camp Second Regiment, E. I. V., J 
Near Fredericks, Virginia. J 

" Dear Madam — I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your kind note of 24th ult., in which you inform 
me that there is a box on board the schooner * Elizabeth 
and Helen,' containing one hundred and ten pairs of stock- 
ings and ten pairs of mittens for Company II, contributed 
partly by the Society of which you are the Treasurer, and 
partly by * friends,' and hoj)inc if it is not too late I will be 
able to receive two pairs of the stockings and one pair of 
mittens ; I thank you very kindly for vour good will in my 
behalf, but, although I take pride m claiming to be a 
* Greenwich boy,' I fear I cannot claim any of the stockings 
or mittens. I read your letter to Lieutenant John C. Bev- 
eridge, who is at present commanding Company II, and he 
informs me that he received full instructions from Captain 
B. S. Brown in relation to the contents of the box. I am 
requested by Lieutenant Beveridge to say, that, in behalf of 
Company Ii he thanks you, and when he receives the box, 
with the letter contained therein he will reply in a suitable 
manner. I did see the ' published report in the Pendxdum 
of the bills of expenditure of the money cbllected for Com- 
pany H, Second Regiment,' and in my humble opinion it 
was not necessary that they should be ' carefully examined 
by Mrs. William P. Greene and Mrs Louisa D. Mumford.' 
Permit me to say, madam, that the report reflects honor 
upon the treasurer who submitted it. 

"It is understood here in camp that the schooner is 
down at Belle Plain Landing. She arrived to-day, and 
there has been a *detJiil' made of six men and a cor- 
poral to go from here at reveille to-morrow to assist in un- 
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loading her. The corporal ia from my company. It is 
said she contains boxes from various parts of the State 
for the various companies. Everytliing is quiet on the 
Rappahannock. Please convey my respectful regards to 
the members of your Society, and, 

" Believe me your obedient, 

"Thomas Foy." 

Copy of a Letter received from Acting Captain John (7. 

lieveridge : 

" Gamp Sbcond Rboiubnt, R. I. V., ) 
Near Fkedsrickhburo, March 5tli, 1863. f 

" Mrs, William N. /Sherman : 

" Madam — In the absence of Captain B. S. Brown, and 
as commander of Company H, I take the liberty to inform 
you of the safe arrival of the box containing one hundred 
and ten pairs of stockings and thirty paii*s o? mittens ; that 
I also distributed the articles in accordance with your wish, 
delivering to each of the orignial members of the company 
two pairs of socks and one pair of mittens, to the others 
one pair of socks. I also embrace this opportunity in be- 
half of the company of returning their heartfelt gratitude 
and thanks to the ladies who thus so kindly contributed 
articles so necessary to their comfort. Although East 
Greenwich is not my plade of residence, yet being so long 
connected with Company H, both as an enlisted man and 
an ofHcer, I do fully appreciate the honor conferred on the 
company, as that their welfare should be so tenderly consid- 
ered by the ladies. Three hearty cheers were given by the 
company for the ladies of East Greenwich, which, if they had 
been present to hear, would have been full compensation 
for the expense and labor tendered in their behalf. With 
my best wishes for the welfare of the ladies of East Green- 
wich, I am, madam, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, "John C. Beveridqe, 

" Firat'Lieutenant CommamUny Company II, Second Regiment, R, L V,*' 

Thus it will be seen that this fruitful subject for much 
criticism and speculation in regard to the action of the 
ladies, resulted in a gi'eater and more permanent good than 
could possibly have been achieved, if the money had been 
forwarded at the request of the soldiers, to be expended 
in the purcliase of pipes and tobacco. 

It w.as estimated by the " Aid Society," that from the va- 
rious organizations in which some of the inembera of that 
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Society were especially interested, that East Greeenwicli 
ladies directly and indirectly aided the soldiers to the 
amount of more than three thousand dollars. This sum 
included money, rubber bed blankets, hospital garments, 
wines, jellies, ice, vegetables and reading matter. Over one 
thousand yards of bandages and compresses, prepared from 
surgeons' directions, were furnished by the Society. Among 
other things which belonged to General McClellan's grand- 
mother, and given to the Society by his aunt. Miss Lucy 
McClellan, was old linen, from which, a box of prepared 
lint was made and sent to the hospital. 

The Society existed until October 29th, 1865, when it 
was unanimously voted, to dissolve the '* Soldiers' Aid So- 
ciety " and form a " Freedmens' Aid Society," transferring 
all money and materials on hand to that Society. 

In closing the records of the " Soldiens Aid Society," the 
secretary wrote : " The Society met agreeable to adjourn- 
ment with our indefatigable co-laborer, Mrs. Charles W. 
Greene, whose unwearied exertions, self-denying efforts 
and liberality, have been devoted to the interests of the So- 
ciety from Its foundation to the present time. May she 
live many years to bless the world with her kind benefac- 
tions." 

We cannot refrain from bearing testimony to Madam 
Anne Ames. This aged friend of the soldiers demonstrated 
her patriotism by her labor of love. Her hand and heart 
were alike interested for those who were aiding in the 
preservation of the "nation's life." Although seventy- 
eight years old, she knit over one hundred and fifty pairs of 
stockings for the Society. 

A i)lcasant iiicturc lingers in our memory of Mrs. Frank- 
lin Greene. Her placid genial face, her social and inter- 
lectual graces, ever made an atmosphere of sunshine in the 
cloudiest days. Her presence was always an attractive 
feature of our g«atherings. No fair Penelope of olden 
time ever labored more assiduously than did she, and the 
click, click, of her knitting needles made merry music in 
our ears. Who can estimate the many^ kindly thoughts of 
sincere sympathy and patriotic love that were woven in, 
as stitch by stitch she made rapid progress for the comfort 
of " Our Boys in Blue." 
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National Covenant. 

In May, 1864, some ladies, wbhing to show still further 
their loyalty and love for their country, signed their names 
to "The Ladies National Covenant.'* The pledge of the 
Covenant was as follows : 

" For three years, or during the war^ we pledge ourselves 
to each other and to our country, not to purchase any 
imported article of apparel, where American can possibly be 
substituted." 

To this pledge were attached forty-seven names, headed 
by Madame Anne Ames, the venerable mother of the late 
Chief-Justice Ames of this State, and aunt of the great his- 
torian Motley. 

Names to the Pledge: 



Mrs. Anne Ames, 

Mrs. Clmrles W. Grcone, 

Miss Abigail iteed, 

Miss Mary Ileed, 

Mrs. Rev. Dr. Crane, 

Mrs. Rev. Prof. Bemice D.Ames, 

Mrs. H. B. Hart, 

Mrs. William O. Bowon, 

Mary Collins, 
Mrs. Betsey Bicknell, 

Louisa J. Arnold, 

Cynthia P. Bolton, 

Emma V. Adams, 

Mattie £. Gardiner, 

NancieM. Harrringtou, 

Phebe Titus, 

Emma S. Tabor, 
Mrs. Nathaniel Sands, 
Mrs. Henry W. Greene, 
Miss Louisa Sands, 
Mrs. Sarah P. Eldredge, 
Miss Susan £. Black, 
Miss Anna £. Livesey, 

Kate C. Greene, 



Mrs. Lydia T. Hopkins, 
Saruh A. Yuughu, 
Mrs. Louisa D. Mumford, 
Amey A. Simmons, 
Miss Elizabeth B. Greene, 
Mrs. Franklin Greene, 
Miss Ellen E. Eldredge, 
Mrs. William P. Greene, 
Mrs. William N. Sherman, 
Miss Susan M. Godding, 
Miss Sarah M. Clark, 
A. Anna Keeney, 
Mary E. Miller, 
A. A. W. Aikln, 
Miss S. E. Greene, 
Miss C. P. Greene, 
Miss H. y. Greene, 
H. S. Joslin, 
Maggie Newall, 
E. P. Gardiner, 
H. C. Dawley, 
Annie P. Burdick, 
Mary Arnold. 



** Do noble deeds, not dream them all day long. 
So shall life, death, and the vast forever 
Be one sweet song." 



CHAPTER XVIL 



THE REBELLION— GREENWICH LADIES' 
FREEDMENS AID SOCIETY, 



TiiK Frccdmcn's Aid Society was organized October 29tb, 
18G5, at tlie same meeting at Avliicli tlie Soldiers' Aid So- 
ciety was dissolved. Mrs. AVillinm 1*. Greene, President, 
occupied the chair, and ]\Irs William N. SliOrmau was 
chosen Secretary. Owing to the ill health of IVIrs Greene, 
she deemed it unwise for her to attempt to hold any promi- 
nent position in the new organization. Devotion, faithful- 
ness and zeal characterized her interest for her country as 
the ]>re8iding officer of the former Society. I'he oHicers of 
t he b'roedmen's Aid Society wen* : 

/•iv.svWr«<— Miss Samli ^r. Clnrk. 

Cnri'csimnflituf and Uccordhuj Sec ret nnj— Mrs. AYilliiVii) N. Slicrinan. 

Treasurer— l^isa SaraJi M. Clark, 

The names of the mendiors of the Society were as 
follows: 



M isH Samli M. CInrko, 
Mrs. William N. Slicnnan, 
Afi-s. William P. Ctroonc, 
Mrs. Charles W. Grociic, 
Mrs. Franklin Greene, 
Ati-a. Eleanor Eldrcdj^o, 
Mrs. (lulielma Freeborn, 
^Irs. Esther M. Whitney, 
!MiRS Snsan A. Pierce, 
Mrs. Shemeld Arnold, 
ISIrs. Anne Ames, 
JMrs. Chetty Ames, 
Mrs. Nathaniel Sands, 
Miss Lizzie 13. Greene, 
^fiss Mary M. Sherman, 
Miss Ahhie G. Shaw, 
Miss Carrie S. ITopkins, 
Airs. Thomas Snencer, 
Mrs. llev. Dr. Cruue, 

17 



Mrs. 
Miss 
Aliss 
All's. 
ALiss 

All's. 

M rs. 
Airs. 
Airs. 
Aliss 
Airs. 
All's. 
AI rs. 
AI rs. 
Aliss 
Airs. 
Mrs. 
AIi-s. 



Thomas AIatli<^wsoii, 
Anna S. Sh.aw, 
Alary Pierce, 
Samuel Arii<»ld, 
Lucy W. Crane, 
Henry W. (Jreene, 
Sarah P. Kliliodj::o, 
William G. Jtowcii, 
Eliza Gardiner, 
Alary Crane, 

Jones, 

Ifeiiry 



ludjre Joseph Tillinghast, 
Sniilh W. Pierce, 
C'arrie AI. Pierce, 
Tlev. Charles AV. Uay, 
Thomas AInsjirave, 
William Arnohl. 
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TliO Soldiers* Aid Society transferred to this Society 
sucli materials as remained on hand at its dissolution, in- 
cluding thirty-five dollars in money. The Society sent sev- 
eral of its well filled boxes and barrels through the agency 
of Rev. II. 6. Stewart, General Agent of the llhode Island 
Association for Freedmen, to Mrs. Josephine S. Grifting, 
General Agent of the National Freedmen's Relief Associa- 
tion at Washington, D. C. 

We find bv reference to the records that the Society was 
under special obligations for materials for work and monev, 
to Messrs Moses B. I. Goddard, Robert Ives, Frank £). 
Richmond, Mrs. William G. Goddard, Mrs. Moses Ives and 
others, of Providence, whose sununer homes are in the 
vicinity of East Greenwich, and to David G. Wilbur, of 
this village for various favors. 

Items from the liecorda oftJie Society January bthy 1866: 

" The Secretary read a circular addressed *To the Friends 
of Humanity,' from the Executive Committee of *Tho 
National Freedmen's Relief Association for the I>i8trict of 
Columbia,' signed by the committee and several members 
of Congress, with the Chaplain's statement of the wants of 
the freed people." 

" Received to-day from Miss Amy A. Simmons, the out- 
side for another quilt, pieced by her mother and grandmother, 
both of whom were long since numbered with the dead. This 
contribution was regarded as an evidence of deep interest 
in that class for whom the Society is laboring." 

" January 8th. This day is said to be the coldest for over 
thirty years; the thennomcter ranging fifteen degrees below 
zero. This was not a regular meeting of the Society. The 
weather being so severe and the emergency so great, an extra 
meeting was called, at which eight ladies were present, Mrs. 
Charles W. Greene, and Mrs. Franklin Greene at whose res- 
idence we met, Miss Sarah M. Clark, Miss Susan A. Pierce, 
Mrs. Samuel Arnold, Mrs. Gorton Burlingame, Aliss Lizzie 
I], Greene and the Secretary, Mrs. William Greene. One 
bed-quilt was finished and «in entire one quilted. No idle 
hands to-day. Lights were kindly furnished by Mrs. C. W. 
(ireene, who is deei)ly interested in the object of the Society." 

" February 2, The Secretary r.ead a circular from General 
O. O. Howard, of the War Department, Bureau of Refu- 
gees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, dated January 26th, 
1866, in which he commends Mrs. Josephine S. Griifing as 
a worthy almoner of the bounties of the Society." 
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"December 17tli, 1866. Two or three circulars Avere 
read asking assistance for the Freed people. Why will the 
government deny assistance to these poor suffering refugees ? 
Circulars from different organizations presenting the claims 
of the Freed people, were frequently" received. Those a]»- 
peals were soul-stirring and worthv, hut the ability to assist 
all was not within the precincts or the Society, but we did 
what we could." 

" March, 18C7. A circular was received by the Secretary 
and read before the Society, dated New York, January 
18th, 1867, headed, ' Famme at Ilome^ which portrayed 
the suffering existing in the South and Southwest from the 
failure of the crops, owin^ in part to a severe drought, and 
in part to conditions relating to the late rebellion. As the 
circular had the names of responsible gentlemen attached 
to it, Nathan Bishop being Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, and James IVI. Brown, Treasurer, the Society at 
once resolved to hold a festival and appropriate the i^roceeds 
to this specific object." 

William N. Sherman, Esq., editor of the Penduhiin^ in 
order to call the attention of the j>ublic, gave a very full 
and extended notice in his paper of the needs and suffer- 
ings of the white and colored people in some portions of 
the South. The posters contained the following notice; 

" Festival for the Stabvinq. 

The Greentoich Txidies* Aid Society 
propose holding a 

FESTIVAL, 

In Mosonio Hull, 

Tiicsday Evening, Marcli lOtli, ISOT, 

In bolmlf of tlio suiTcring poor at the South, whoso 

condition is represented as appalling." 

Friends in IVovidcncc, whoso summer homes were hero, 
sent contributions for the tables, embracing fruits, salads 
and such like things. We remember that Mrs. Judge 
Richard W. Greene furnished a very large and nice ham. 
Mi's Crawford Allen's large oysters were the admiration of 
tlioso who have a fondness ior those bivalves. One gentle- 
man having ])eeu served to a plate of them, returned for 
more, when a lady reminded him that they were six cents 
each. He replied, "Yes, I know, but I want more of them, 
they are so very nice ! " Candace, Mrs. Rufus Waterman's 
" Ethiopian Queen," afforded great amusement. As we noAV 
occasionally look at these specimens of woman's ingenuity 
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and skill, presiding over the cradle made and presented by 
" Friend " Freeborn, in which reposes a nicely dressed doll, 
a recollection of that "Festival" comes before the mind, 
imparting a lesson of gratitude to the author of all our 
blessings, that out of the fearful suffering which our nation, 
both North and South, then exjierienced, has arisen the 
great blessing of freedom to millions who had been in 
bondage. 

The avails of the festival amounted to one hundred and 
seventy-five dollars, Avhicli were forwarded to James M. 
iJrown, Treasurer of the llelief Fund, and in due time its 
reception Avas acknowledged by him. 

Tn answer to an appeal in the Siunmor of 1808, twenty- 
nine dollars, to purchase necessaries for the sick, were sent 
to ]\[rs. J. S. Grilling, at Washington, who was always a 
favorite agent of the Society. L. P. Brockett, M. D., wrote 
in relation to her, that "if the most thoroughly unsel- 
lish devotion of an earnest and gifted woman to tne inter- 
ests and welfare of a dcs]>ised and down-trodden race, to tho 
manifest injury and detriment of her own comfort, ease or 
pecuniary prospects, and without any hope or desire of re- 
ward, other than the consciousness of having been their 
benefactor, constitutes a woman a heroine, then is Mi*s. 
Grilling one of the most remarkable heroines of our times.'* 

We annex a copy of a letter from Mrs. Grilling as a sjieci- 
men of a large number of letters received from her in an- 
swer to letters and contributions sent from tho Society : 

« Washington D. C, April 21st, 1869. 
" Mt/ Dear Mrs, Sherman : 

" Your very interesting letter came two days since, and 
the barrel yesterday. Again most heartily do I thank you, 
and this seems very tame language for one who sees as I 
d«, so many who are in such varied suffering for want of 
clothing. Poor ]\Irs. Peyton, Avho lay dying last Sunday, 
(as I sat in her room, not more than seven by ten feet, ami 
as dark as night), stretched out her bony arm, and almost 
gasping her last breath, said "see how bare I am; the ver- 
min eat me, and I am so nervous I shall die ; oh, how J 
want to go ! ' and she lived but a few hours more, and 
went to her rest. 

" Then, at another house, I found poor Mary Conover,. 
M'ho had lain in rags till her llesh is worn off her bones,, 
with no one to care for her, or her poor clothing. I found 
hc-r with her head on an old woman s lap — her body on the 
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p:i11ol. still ; slir 1»:ul iu> clinnt^o <»f rlolliing, but I Hvut ]wv 
one Inst night from your bnrrel, and Mary cried like a child 
for joy, and said it was God wlio heard licr ; he kne\V how 
she suifered and liad * nohody to go 'pon '; and wiping the 
tears off of lier hare arms, she said, * what eonhl I do with- 
out my hlcsscd Master? I'se done all I kin; Fsc earned 
my bread and dose as long as I could, and now I'se so bare ; 
how did dey know it, who madedis? Honey, I tell you 
'twas my Massa in heaven ; he tolc 'em of dispo(U'creatur ; 
lie'U pay 'em too, honey, dat he will ; he's got de man- 
sion in dc skies ; his chillen all going dar ; if dey 
'mend)er us poor nns here, dey'U liave dc high seats dar.' 
How I w.ant you should realize what faitli they have in 
compensation. I was impressed more than ever last Aveek, 
after a short attack of fever that ke])t me in bed and out of 
the ortice for ten days, Avhen the old Avomen came in and 
found me at my j>08t again. Hannah Shanklin, one of the 
finest in organism and spiritual character, took me in lier 
arms and said, * You is well again, isn't you? I know'd you 
woiUd be — you wasn't goin' — you couldn't die, cause we 
jn^aycd and prayed, and tolc our Master in Heaven, if he 
please let you stay till we go, and we all felt it in here, 
(laying her hand upon her heart), ami Massa above said 
you Avouldn't die.' Old Anna Clifford, ninety years old, 
responded, * he knoAvs dem dat do his Avork ; he's goin' to 
kecj) his arm tight roun dem ; he Avont turn dem off like 
Ave 18 — ^Avid nobody to go 'pen.' 

" Having learned dependence in slavery, upon the arm 
of ilesh, Avhich has proven a broken reed to them, they 
never cease to illustrate their firm hold of the loving Friend 
who has never forsaken them, and seem, as none others 
Avhoni I have seen, to gras]) the object of heavenly disci- 
j»line, and the reward of Avell doing. They seldom com- 
plain of their lot, and make keen observations of the 
sorrows of others, never failing to show that 'God will 
make it all right,' as they express it. 

" You ask me to name the slaves of General AVashingtou 
now living here: Anna Ferguson is one, and Anduoso 
Cooper, (now one hundred and eleven years old) is the 
other. I know of none besides these two. Uncle And)rosQ 
fell into the lire the other day, and Avas brought in a cart 
from the poor colored man's house Avhere he had been taken 
in — two miles on the Avcstern suburbs — and dropped down 
in Fredericksburg, a settlement on the south side of the 
<^ity, wl^ere [ilinost Done but freed people A\dio came from. 
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Fredericksbui'g, Vii'giiiia, first landed iu timo of the war. 
The old man was burned on one side, the flesh literally 
crisped on one limb, so that he could not walk, and he was 
taken up by some colored women and helped into the nearest 
shanty, and laid on a pile of rags behind the stove, wlicre he 
has lain for eight weeks past. When at evening the mother 
of the family came from her ' service place,' slie was sur- 
prised to find the stranger an inmate of their one-roomed 
o.ahin, but began to ask where he came from, and ahnost 
intuitively saw that he was something to her ; and before 
long the truth came out that more than sixty yeai*s ago, he, 
the old man, left her and her mother down ' in the country,' 
and came to this city with (laorga Washington as his iMidy 
servant. They had not met since, and had no knowledge 
of each other. Is it any wonder that they see the hand of 
God in this? The daughter is an uncommon woman, and 
lias lost almost all of her children iu slavery, lias some 
grandchildren of fathers who died in the army, and one 
sickly daughter here. From your clothing I made the old 
man a complete suit, for he was only half covered, his cloth- 
ing poor at the best, all burned off. I provide all his food, 
and carried him your comforter, and he lies there on the 
floor praising God, that He has raised up such friends for him, 
when all he knew, or all who had known him were gone 
and left him with no friend or home on earth. I am going 
to see him again soon. He has sent for me to talk with me 
about his dear <old Massa George,' as he calls him now, to 
distinguish him from another of the family whom he after- 
wards served. 

'^ Old Anna has had her clothing, night-cap and all, . 
made from your garments, and always asks after you, as if 
you were benefactors sent for special help to the poor. Of 
course these people know nothing of the money value of 
clothing, but it is the higher value of its real use, which 
they prize so much, and are so thankful for. The * old man 
patient,' as he was called in the hospital, died two weeks 
since. He was one of the Washington family, was over 
one hundred years old, ripe in faith and love, and died very 
happy. 

" Old Fanny Tylor has been an object of special care 
to me for two years past. I found her at the wash-tub last 
week, although her eyes are dim with the film of years. 
She is not less than one hundred years old, and has the 
child of the fifth generation in the two-room shanty where 
she lives, with a grandchild who is subject to fits. The old 
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aiintic was wasliiiig their little pile of rags, for slio said the 
Tjoril did not like her ' wid dirty close on.' She is wonder- 
fully clear in her mind and talks much of her life in the 
past century ; remembers about the Revolutionary men and 
their acts, and is sure of heaven any day when * my Massa 
says come.' She has been entirely clothed from your gar- 
ments. ' 

" Old Nancy Williams is ninty-nino years old, and has 
been an object of care for the last four years. You have 
been, as she says, ' better den Massa .and Missis both, to 
give her such fine close. She has never in her life had 
anjr thing but coarse linsey, and takes great pleasure in 
gonig to church (Methodist) in her calico dress. Aunt 
Mary Eastman is another of the ninety years' old saints 
that you have clothed. Also Elcy Harlan, one of the most 
]>rincely looking women — six feet tall, and straight as an 
Indian. 

"Susan McGuirc, also ninety, is another of the sweetest 
S]>irits. She was once whipi»ed on her bare back, at a 
whipping j)ost in Maryland, for l>eing detected Avith eighteen 
othei-s in the crune of trying to learn to read ! 

'* Patsy Bird is another, tall and very black, who, on her 
master's twelve plantations was intrusted with the health 
of all his slaves, and went from one farm to another, the 
mother of thirteen children and wet niu'se to all the chil- 
dren of her mistress. The first Union ofiiccrs she ever saw 
were standing in her master's front door, and lieard him 
say, * No, I will not ^ivo them up ; they are mine, and I 
feed them. No, I will not surrender. I will cat acorns 
first,' Avith an oath. Patsy saw them handcuff him and put 
him on the wagon train for the Old Oa])o Jail. When Iio 
started his slaves were on the same train. His wife was 
taken to a quiet farm house where she soon died from the 
shock of seeing ruin and poverty before her. Patsy fre- 
quently went to the jail in this city and carried some luxu- 
ries to her old master, who always showed great regard for 
her. Patsy sighs as she speaks of seeing the buildings in 
flames before they were out of sight of the old home. She 
brought with her eight children, six of whom died within 
four months after she came here. You remember what a 
great mortality there was among the blacks when they 
nocked into this city in such great numbers as freed people. 

" Patnsy is my mam dependence now to cook and carry 
food to the sick and old. Yesterday she found Robert and 
^nllie Hunter, who came on the sanie wagon train with her, 
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and their duiightcr Mnrtlia, sixiy-fivo Ycai*s old, all sitting 
out in a little nook of sunshine — Sallie, stone blind, and 
]\[artha rapidly sinking Tvith consumption, (she had on au 
old ragged dress, no shoes or stockings, and sitting with 
her feet on a piece of tin ))icked up from the road-side); 
old Robert so feeble as to totter, in his eighty-ninth year — 
all turned out of homo because they coidd not pay house 
rent. Patsy was out all day iinding a stable to put them 
in, and up early this morning to carry them food and 
clothes. I saw this poor faniily to-day, aiu\ never met a 
more resigned aiul truly suffering one. Your garments 
have gone to-day to record your acts of unselfish love for 
God's dear down-trodden ones. Many, many more cases I 
might name, but you have not time to Jiear, nor I to write 
them. 

" You ask ' why all this suffering when Congress api)ro- 
]>riated tr>0,000,— *5,000 for Georgetown, t5,000 for the 
County of Washington over the river on the Afaryland 
side, and 20,000 for this city and over in Virginia for miles 
around.* No part of this is expended iy clothing. It could 
not be, however, so great is the want of food and shelter. 
Why do we not have money in hand to care for all? This 
is never done by government. The agents have the pro- 
visions and fuel through government orders, in office hours 
never out of them. That is the way in all departments now. 
With the mayor it is not so difficult to help out of oflicc 
hours, but money is never given under any circumstances, 
although cases occur where it is greatly needed. Our work 
is to put up in fifteen-cent packages thousands of dollars 
worth of sugar, tea, salt, rice, coffee and soap, and pack- 
ages of a ))eck of meal for multitudes of these worn-out 
slaves (we do not even helj) half of the suffering widoAvs 
and children, that go hungry from day to day) ; and to 
penetrate to the very inmost soul all cases that wo do not 
'know, who come with tickets from others, and hear the 
same sad tale of a hundred in a day, till our own faces 
wear the shadow of the pangs they feel. Oh, that wc could 
bear more and do more. I cannot tell you how much J 
prize your fellowship and cooperation. God knows. 

" My love to one and all, 

"J. S. Griffing." 

Among the largo number of those whoso condition had 
been improved by the benefactions of the society, it was a 
pleasure to know, that there wore two who had been at- 
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tncliod to (he fjimily of Gciicnil AVasliinglon. Anna Fer- 
guson received, with other articles, the iirst one of the 
eighteen bed-quilts which were made and furnished by tlic 
Society. 

In order to show hoAV industrious the ladies Avere we Avill 
mention that the nundjcr of one style of under-garments 
made for women and children was three hundred and forty- 
eight, nearly all of which were made from new material 
furnished by the members of the Society. Two hundred 
and ninety-one pairs of stockings were furnished. The 
nmnber of articles sent from the Society, comprising bed- 
ding and every variety of wearing apparel for men, women 
and chihlren, Avas eighteen hundred and twenty-eight. 

This Society continued its labors until Aprd Stli, 1J^70, 
when the necessity for its continuance no longer existed » 
The nineteenth and last barrel, filled as usual with clothing, 
Avas expressed to Mrs, G rifting, at Washington. If it were 
jjroper we would gladly record the names of the few noblo 
and faithful ladies whose fidelity and exertions in behalf of 
the soldiers and freed ])eople continued from the commence- 
ment of the war unlil this Society closed its labors, but 
their record is on high. 

In the Summer of 18G(5 a fair was conducted by Miss; 
Nancy Allen, IMiss Anna Waterman, JNfiss ^vitty Lamed,. 
Miss Oarrington, JNIiss I>k)dgctt and other young ladies who- 
Avere sinnmer residents, assisted by INfrs. William P.Greene, 
]\Irs. Thomas ISIathewson, JNliss ISIary C^rane, Miss Miwy ]\I. 
Sherman, ]\[iss Lizzie ]5. Greene, Miss Anna ShaAv and Miss 
Abbie G. ShaAV, Avho Avere members of the Aid Society. 
The amount realized Avas six hundred dollars, Avhich Avas 
forwarded to the treasurer of the " Freedmen's Relief As- 
sociation," at Wasliington. 

The amount contributed for the freed people in moijiey 
and clothing through the ladies of East GreenAvich, Avas 
nineteen hundred and one dollars. So far as avc could 
command tlie facts avc have endeaAored to faithfully repre- 
sent the AA'ork accomplished by the ladies of East Green- 
Avich during our country's " darkest days." The sacrifice 
of ease, the energy recpiired to oven^oine obstacles and the 
patient toil for others' good, Avoidd fill many i)ages of yet 
unwritten history, but these heroines unknoAvn lu earthly 
lore, may in the Book of the great hereafter, fiiul their 
names inscribed by Ilim Avho knoAveth all good a^vd.fj^itJv^vd 
servants deserving the plaudit, "Well done ! " 




CHAPTER XVIII. 



MISCELLANEO US, 

WiiiiiU writing this liiHtory, Bcvcral ])crsoim in this viciii- 
itv kindly sent me a number of valuable old papers, many 
of which furnished material • for the work, and some of 
them, although not directly connected with East Green- 
wich, were interesting enough to be worth preserving. As 
they could not be used in the foregoing chapters, I have 
concluded to put them in a chapter by themselves without 
any particular arrangement. Among them was a diary 
kept by Daniel Ilowland commencing A. D. 1740. 

Extract from tub Diary op Daniel IIowland. 

"In 1739, war with Spain becjan. In May 174-1, war 
with France was proclaimed here.^' 

"July the 5th 1740. Died, John Wanton, Late Gov- 
ernor of Khode Island and was Decently Buried on the 7th 
of the Same a Great Concourse of People attending the fun- 
eral.'* 

Rather a singular way of noticing the death of a gov- 
ernor by saying he was " decently buried." 

"December 1741 and the first of January following there 
fell 6 or 7 Snows one upon another, without a thaw between. 
Bristol ferry was so froase the said winter that people 
])nssed upon the Ice from December 23d to January the 
10th. January the 30th Father came away from Boston 
and Got homo February the 5th there being thirteen in Com- 
pany most part of the way and travelling everjr Day, the 
bad travelling was caused by a great Snow which fell the 
28th and 29th of January which with the rest of the Snows 
that was then remaining on the Ground was counted 5 foot 
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Dwp upon Ji level ; about the 5111 and 8tli of February the 
rivers were so extremely frosc that iivo men went from 
JJristol to Newport on the Tee, and Nathaniel Manchester 
canio from Bristol ferry to Greenigo, and a few days before 
John Baly went from Coeset shore to Swansy upon the Ice ; 
our well that is 3 or 4 and twenty foot Deep was frose to a 
solid body of Ice, for three weeks, so that wo got no 
water in the time about the first of February 1741. Feb- 
ruary the 25th 1741 a Wedding Guest came from Freetown 
to common fence pint on the Ice, across the Bay. Some- 
time the last of February the Ice was measured up against 
Fall llivcr and found to be 25 inches thick and about Slades 
ferry it was 80 inches. March Gth. there went a man over 
Bristol Ferry and led a liorse with a sled. March 7th. 
there fell a snow, which with the Rest since hard wether 
set in makes 82 inches." 

" Marcli 10th. a man went over Bristol Ferry upon the 
Ice, and two boys came from Portsmouth to Coeset. March 
20th it was generally thought that a man might have Gone 
from Common fence innt to Swansy on the Ice; March the 
24th, the Bay above us not yet broke up. March 2Gth. it 
broke up and the Ice came (Town by Acres. April 23d. I 
went to Newport, and in ]\Ioon's lane there was a snow 
bank for Rods together 3 feet or 3 J feet Deep. Juno 2d. 
tlie Ice thawed in Jolm Ilowland's Well. June the Ctli. 
tliero was Snow Brought to a town meeting held at the 
town house in Tortsmouth, half a hat crown full from Job 
Lawton's farm. June the 10th. at the Wedding of Jose})!! 
Freeborn, We the guests Drank Punch made of Snow ; 
The like Never known in these parts Before." 

"1742. The Spring very forward, the jieach-trees 
bloomed in Aj)ril for the most part ; a very promising Sea- 
son the fore part of the year but followed by a violent 
Drouth, which began About the 26th of June and for about 
ten weeks, without Rain except some scattering Drops some 
times and very Seldom any at all." 

" February the 19th, 1743. Grasshoppers seen to Day 
plentifully hopping about in the Meadows; the Winter past 
since November, exceedingly moderate, the Ground bare 
mostly, and ])ut little frost, fine pleasant Weather some- 
times for a Week together and Summer like Days very 
common. November the 8th. Extraordinary Dark about 
the middle of the Day, so that people were obliged to light 
candles to do their business. January 1774 there ai^pcared 
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a Blazing Star in the West in tlio Evening for a great M'liile 
and afterwards it was seen by many in the Morning before 
it was light Easterly. The same Year in February died 
Martha D^er aged Ninety Nino years and Nino nionths, 
and her Sister Susan Brownel, aged Ninety Six years and 
Eleven montlis, both lived in one house, many years, and 
died in tlio same in a week's difference." 

*' June 17th, 1745. Louisburg surrendered to the Englisli 
after a Siege of six weeks and five days. In May came 
orders from the King to the several Governments to liaise 
a Number of forces in order to johi the l^ritish forces at 
Cape Britton, to go on an Ex])edition against Canada, in 
coni]>lianco with which Ithodo Island raised three hundred 
men directly and the other (Jovernmcnts a great many 
more, but no fleets come as yet October the first. In the 
last of September a general alarum in Boston Government, 
throughout the Province thirty or forty thousand men 
gathered into Boston out of the Country all which was 
caused by inteligcnce of a large French ileet near the Capo 
Snbic shore." 

" November the 4th our Country Sloop and Sogers, which 
were enlisted for Canady on Bord the trans])orts hauled oft* 
in Order to Sail to Anopilus Royal by order of Assembly in 
order to Strengthen that i)lace against the French fleet, 
which we have inteligcnce has Sailed homewards Some- 
time last Month. Our forces afore mentioned, proceeded 
to the Vinyard shore, and there cast away one transj)ort 
but lost no ^[en, took them on bord the other transports, 
afterwards lost one more totally ui)on some of the islands, 
rmi the Country Sloop on shore, and the other transport. 
The Slooj) they Got off again and after losing great num- 
bers of their men by reason of hardship and Sickness, 
returned home without ])roceeding any further. AVood in 
Newport ten ])ounds (^50) a cord ; Hay not to be got at 
all hardly. Grain very scarce of all sorts." 

"In December 174G Our Commissioners settled the 
Bounderies betwen the Governments; Boston not Joining." 

These "Bounderies" I presume were those between 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, which were so long in 
disimtc, and were only decided by laAV a few years since. 

" In the last of May came a man of AVar Snow and lay 
off by Block Island and took two flag of truces, and i)rest 
several men out of Vessels. In the last of November a 
prodigious ISfob in Boston, chielly exasperated by the Men 
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of AVnr pressing many oC ilic people ami the (lovenior's 
wiukinj? too iiiiic]i at it." 

" In l^'ebriiary Commodore Knowls besieged and took 
]»ort Louis upon Uispanola in Order as tis reported to 
make it a free port for the English, wliich I think was al- 
together needless, it being so already to several (lovern- 
ments without employing fifteen of the King's Shii)S to 
settle a traders dispute. About Midsummer came orders 
to proclaim a cessation of arms between English, French 
and Dutch, and some time after the Spaniards also." 

"March the 23d, 1749, it being the 5th Day of the Week, 
we put our Goods on bord a 15oat in Order to move to East 
Greenwich, from Portsmouth came away the next Morning, 
and arrived at Updikes Ncwtom (Wickford), just before 
Night, after a tedious passage and a very hard gale of 
Wind ; the Next Day carted up our Gooifs and got into 
our ncAV House." 

This ncAv house was the one now owned and occupied by 
John Kenyon, and therefore by this date we know how old 
the house is. 

"May the 5th Anno 1749, Peace proclaimed between 
English, French and Spaniards at Newport. 

" June the 15th 1750, The General Assembly passed an 
Act Incorporating East Greenwich, West Greenwich, War- 
wick and Coventry into a ( 'ounty by the Name of Kent, 
with a proviso (viz.) That the Inhabitants of said County 
should by Free Contribution or Subscri])tion build a Court 
House, near the Dimensions, of the County House in Provi- 
dence to be suitable to hold a Court in by the last of Oc^ 
tober, Avhich being Completed agreeable to the Act, was 
Confirmed and the Ollieers ehosen at that Sessions of As- 
sembly, through great Opposition parts of Warwick and 
Providence in general doing their utmost Endeavours to 
stop their proceedings." 

The Court House here mentioned is not the present one. 
The older one Avas pulled doAvn in 1804, and the present 
built on its site. The opposition referred to was caused bv 
the jealousy then existing between the towns of Warwick 
and East Greenwich, AYarwick being anxious to have the 
Court House located at Old Warwick, as it was then the 
most populous portion of the Town of Warwick, but the 
contribution and subscription of East Greenwich being 
much the greatest, the controversy was ended by building 
at East Greenwich. 
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« October the 27tli. The Sheriff witli a Jury (after two 
clays spent to get a Full One) proceeded to set off a certain 

1>arcel of Land which John liico liad Recovered of John . 
.^ierce, and attempting to run across some Land in posses- 
sion of Joseph Nichols, was forewarned which they took a 
great Opposition and very dangerous to proceed and so fled 
to Providence for aid, returned two Days after with forty 
men, which were warned to appear in arms, But Did Not 
appear in arms, and with tliat aid proceeded to set off the 
Land." 

" The 22d of this Month Ave had a very violent Storm at 
S. E. but short attended with an Extraordinary Gale of 
Wind which brought in a very high tide, which did Con- 
si<lerable Damage in chief of the Harbours about this Shore, 
and at Providence the loss is considerable sustained by the 
tide, in their Stores amongst the Salt chiefly; in Newport, 
the l^lerchants suffered many thousand pounds Damage in 
their Stores amongst Dry Goods, Sugar and Salt." 

" This year 1752, Our Style was altered from Old to New, 
in the ]V[onth of September beginning the 1st and 14t]i. 
^[arch following very warm, the Season seeming to be as 
much altered as the Style, some peach blooms said to be 
opened in this month N. S. but very plenty according to 
O. o. 

" January 1755. Some stirr in all the American Gov- 
ernments about the French and Indians fortifying at or 
near the River Ohio. Our Government (R. I.) voted 100 
men for to join the other forces in an attem])t upon that 
fortification, and such further Service as should be thought 
proper." 

" February the 5th the petition ])ref erred by Joseph 
Nichols and llufus Green in order to destroy our County of 
Keht, received its expected fate, for after a Warm Debate 
in the Assembly they declined taking a Vote upon it, and 
so withdrew it." 

"This year, the 18th November, about half after 4 
o'clock in the Morning wo had a very surprising Shock of 
an Earthcpiake, and on the 22d about 8 at Night we had 
another small one, but very perceivable. 

" On the 9th of July this year General Braddock met 
with an almost total defeat, himself and great part of his 
head Ofiicers being killed, just after they had passed the 
River ]\IonongahaTa in their march towards the fortification 
on or near the Ohio." 
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" October 2lsi, wo were ordered to raise 400 men in tlie 
Govcrinuent by an act of Assembly to join our forces al- 
ready in tl\e Expedition formed against Crown Point which 
was done at a very great expense, some leaving £300 besides 
their Avages, M'hoAverc all dismissed withont being mustered 
the rest of our forces sent homo and dismissed presently 
after." 

FouN PIN (J ov Kino Solomon's Lodge of Wasons. 

In the year 1810, a Masonic Lodge, under the name of 
" King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11," was established in East 
Greenwich. I shall be able to give only the first paragrapli 
of the charter Avith the names of the charter members, all 
of Avhom have long since passed away : 

" WJicreaSy a j>etition has been ])resented to us by Peter 
Turner, Wanton Casey, Stei>hen Franklin, Abncr Alden, 
James Miller, Thomas Allen, Thomas Tillinghast, Jr., 
Stephen Douglas, Job Tillinghast, all Ancient, Free and 
Acce]»ted Masons, j)raying that they, with such others as 
shall hereafter join them, may be erected and constituted a 
regular Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons ; which ])eti- 
tion, ai)[)earing to us as tending to the advancement of 
Masonry aiul good of the Craft." 

As a remarkable circumstance, all of the above named 
persons were over eighty years of age when they died, and 
one of them, James Miller, died aged ninety-eight years, 
lie had held the office of town clerk. 

CoMMlCUCE AND THE FlSIIEUIES. 



The following is an extract from a "Genealogical Hecord 
of the Fry Family," compiled by ]]enjaniin Greene Fry, of 
Providence : 

"The Town of East Greenwich previous to the Revolu- 
tionary War had a large coasting trade in which my grand- 
father, l>enjamin Fry, was to some extent engaged ; among 
other enterprises he imi>orted a cargo of slaves from the 
coast of Africa, some of whose descendants still remain, 
bearing the family name of Fry. 

"In the War of the Revolution a Captain Gazzee, a 
resident of East Greenwich, fitted out a small schooner of 
fifty tons, called the Felicity, as a privateer, and with her 
surprised and captured a large English ship, with a valuable 
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cargo of dry goods, brought licr into the harbor aiul 
anchored her in the iip))er end of the cove. I have heard 
my father say that the Englisli captain was so mortified at 
his capture that he actually shed tears, and remarked that 
had lie been caittured by a re8[»ectable force, ]ie '^ could 
liave borne it with more fortitude ; but to be captured by 
a d — d okl squaw in a hog-trough was more than he coukl 
endure." 

• " Captain Gazzee was a Frenchman with a very dark 
com])lexion, hence the alhision to an Indian squaw. ITo 
left a number of descendants, some of whom are stiUliving 
here. 

" Within my own recollections many citizens of the town 
were engaged in navigation, among others Colonel William 
Arnold, in connection with liis sons Major Ste]dien Arnold 
and C.aptain Perry Arnold, employed two brigs and a 
schooner, in the trade with the Dutch Colony of Surinam 
and the West Indies, exporting mules, fish and stoves, and 
importing sugar, molasses and other products of the islands 
and the Spanish main, as South America was then called. 
Colonel Arnold was the proprietor of the old tavern, " The 
launch of Grapes," which is still occupied as a Hotel, with 
the identical sign and now called the "Updike House." 

" Jonathan Salisbury, Captain Joseph and Reynolds Spen- 
cer, Joseph and Barney Greene and others owned and em- 
ployed vessels in the coasting trade and cod fisheries. The 
fish were cauffht and salted on the Newfoundland coast> 
and then dried on flakes on Hope-Walk Hill. My father,. 
John Fry, was for several years engaged in the same busi- 
ness. I still remember the names of some of his vessels, a 
sloop called the Industry, which ran regularly to Nan- 
tucket, another the Betsey in the trade to the James River 
and the cities of Norfolk and Richmond, Virginia, and a 
schooner called the Beaver which was wrecked in a hurri- 
cane in the Island of Antiqna. 

" About the year 1809, a company was organized, for the 
whale fishery, and tAvo ships, the Hudson and the Dauphin 
were fitted out ; but the Embargo, and the Non-Intercourse 
laws, followed by the war of 1812, put a check upon all 
inaritime enterprise, from which the town has never re- 
covered. The Hudson was Avrecked at Turks Island, and 
the Dauphin was driven on shore at the east end of Long 
Island by a British privateer, and thus ended the whale 
fishery at East Greenwich. The oil works stood on a wharf, 
at the foot of Division Street. " 
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The embargo law pnsscd by Congress in 1812, wns very 
disastrous to tlic connncrcc of East Grcenwidi. At tliat 
time a number of vessels Averc engnged in trade Avith the 
AVest Indies and the southern ports of the United States. 
A brig partially loaded, Avns lying in the harbor near Long 
Point, Avhcn the news arrived that the act had lieeome a 
law. The collector of course notified the owners that the 
vessel must remain in the harbor until further notice, but a 
difference of opinion arose between the ('a])tain and the 
collector, and as a carcjo Avas engaged for Surinam, the caj»- 
tain Avas determined (if possible) to carry it. Persons on 
the Avharves observed that the brig settled deeper in the 
Avater every morning, until at last the suspicions of the 
collector Avere aroused and he intimated that he should go 
on board the next day and ascertain the source of the mys- 
tery; but the next morning the A^essel liad disapj)eared.. 
The cargo had been j>ut on board during the nights by 
boats from Old Warwick harbor. 

Stoningtox IIaii.uoai). 

The Stonington llailroad, Avhich passes through the whole 
length of the village of East (Treenwich, gave a great im- 
petus to the groAvth and pros]>erity of the town. The first 
survey carried the road through the valley Avest of the vil- 
lage, but the directors Averc induced, by making a curve, to 
bring the road through the village, to the great convenience 
of the inhabitants. The elegant and costly granite bridge 
across King street, is not only an ornament to that ])ortion 
of our village, but a monument to the taste and skill of the 
chief engineer. Major McNeal. When the road Avas first 
built it was only intended for through travel between ]>os- 
ton and New York, and Avay travel Avas a secondary con- 
sideration ; therefore a small and very inferior building for 
a depot station Avas erected, suflicicnt it Avas su])posed for 
the f(»w Avho Avoiild avail themselves of this new Avay of 
travel; but the intercourse bet Aveen East Green Avich and 
other places became so great, the old depot Avas over- 
croAvded, and in the year 1873, the directors erected the 
present beautiful and convenient structure. 

The road Avas opened for business, November 10th, 1837. 
Tavo trains only Avere run, the steamboat train and the ac- 
commodation, and only one train each i)er day. Caj)tain 
Nathanael Greene Avas the first station agent, but I am un- 
able to ascertain the ajnount of the first year's receipts. 
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There were 34,300 tickets sold at this station during the 
year of 1876, and this does not inchide the commutation 
tickets. East Greenwich at the present time has more privi- 
leges tlian any other station exccjit Kingston, as every pas^- 
senger train stops here. 

FiuB Engine. 

In the year 1795 a number of the citizens of our vilhigo 
] procured a charter from tlie Legislature for a fire corpora- 
tion. A large fountain was built on Division street, nearly 
o])posite where the old windmill once stood, and bored logs 
for the transmission of Avater were laid through the princi- 
])al streets. A lire engine was ]>urchnsed and a house built 
for its use, but it never was brought iuto use at a fire but 
once, when a blacksmith's shop belonging to Jonathan Sal- 
isbury was burned. 

This engine would now be considered a great curiositv. 
It was simply an open scpiare tub, with the machinery ni 
the centre, which consisted of a suiall double-acting force 
pinnp, operated by brakes at the sides. At one end of the 
engine was a small elevation, where the captain of the fire 
company stood and directed the stream of water from an 
apparatus which consisted of a revolving tube called a 
" goose neck" and a brass pipe about six or eight feet long, 
without a hose. The water was poured in at each end of 
the tub, and when in nse the engine was stationed at the 
fire, and two roWs of persons extended from it to the 
water supi)ly, and the water was conveyed to the engine 
in leather water buckets, the full ones by one row, and the 
empty ones returned by the other. Every ])erson whoso 
])roperty was insured at the Providence Alutual Insurance 
Company, then the only one in the State, was required to 
kec]) a pair of these buckets always ready for use. Mem- 
bership was an exemption from military duty and the jury 
box, and therefore the company was always full. The an- 
nual supper of the company was a great event, as the 
members had the privilege of inviting their friends. 

The Fuee Liukauy. 

The Free Library Corporation was organized under the 
j»rivilege of Chapter 132 of the Uevised Statutes, on March 
3d, 18G7. 

William Greene, George AV. (ireene, Daniel II, Greene, 
James II. Eldridge, AVilliam N. Sherman, Joseph W, 
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Cong<loii, Ivieliard G. iroAvbiiicl, Silas A. Crane, Samuel M. 
Knowles, James T. Edwards, Henry A. Rhodes, Joseph 
Eastman, William W. Hill and Gilbert Robbins were the 
original mondjers. 

William Greene, president, George W. Greene, vice- 
]>resident, James T. Edwards, secretary, James 11. Eldridge, 
treasurer, Josejdi W. Congdon, librarian. 

In June following the first books were purchased and a 
room hired on Main street, and oj^ened as a library and 
reading room — Miss Mary II. Brown in charge as librarian. 
August 13th a very liberal sum was realized from amateur 
theatricals at the Armory, under the direction of Mr. 
Alfred A. Read, Jr., which was given to the library. In 
September, the same year, the Shroeder library was ])ur- 
chased for the sum of thirteen hundred dollars, consisting 
of a very valuable collection — history, biograi»hy, travels 
and science ; some of them very rare and costly English 
editions, and near two thousand volumes. 

Payment for these books was assumed by Governor 
Greene, and a lot Avas i)urchased in November on Pearcc 
street for eight hundred dollars for a site for a library 
buihling, ])lans for which, drawn by Mr. Morse, architect, 
of Providence, were accepted by the corporation, and a 
building erected during the summer of 1870, at a cost of 
about SIX thousand dollars. Of this sum Governor Greene 
paid one-half. Other contributions were made, and the 
balance hired of the Savings Bank, secured by mortgage, 
now amou.ntinfif to three thousand dollars. The basement of 
the library building is arranged for the town clerk's oflice, 
with a safe for the reconls, see,ur(». from fire and from in- 
jury by dam]>ness. The nmnber of volumes is now id>out 
three thousand, aiul the circulation is from four to six 
thousand per year. 

Within the last year the membership of the corporation 
has been increased, and it is proposed hereafter to support 
the institution by an annual assessment of two dollars upon 
each member. 

Rope-Walk. 

On the summit of the hill on the east side of the village 
once stood a long low structure called a " Rope-Walk." It 
was owned and operated by Joseph Greene and his two 
sons, Josei)h and Barny, (Barnabus) Greene; many now 
living in East Greenwich can, in imagination, see the old 
man walking slowly backward, with a large band of hemp 
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nround ]iis waiul, s]>inniiig with Iiih iiiigcrs, Avliile one of 
Ills sons turned the crank of tlic large wheel which operated 
the spindlcH. 

" That liuildiii);, lonp: mid low, 
WlHsro ilio wIicuIh ^o round and liuuid 
AVith a drowHy, drouniv Houud, 

And the spiuuora backward go.*' 

AVIien East Greenwich in its height of prosjierity as a 
commercial jmrt, and extensively engaged in maritime af- 
fairs, this rope-walk was quite an important cimcern, em- 
j>loying a nund)er of workmen constantly at work, making 
cables and cordage for the numerous vessels then owned 
Imre, whihi tlie air anniiid was lilled with the agreeahhi 
o(h»r (»f tar, witli which the ropes were saturated to protect, 
them from salt water. The rope-walk was used as long as. 
there was business enough to support it. 

■ 

Oenkual 1>auton's KxrwDiTiox. 

As tliis book is to bo a history of East Greenwich and 
the vicinity, the bold and successful expedition of General 
liarton is here introduced. AVarwick Neck is only about, 
four miles from here in a direct line, and jilainly visible 
from nearly every portion of our village. An ill-advised and' 
ill-timed attack on Professor Greene s History of Ilhode 
Island is reason suilicient for inserting it. The following is 
from Lossing's Pictorial Field-Book : 

"Early in May, 1777, (one hundred years ago), the com- 
mand of the J]ritish troops who held possession of New- 
port, devolved upon Major-General Prcscott, infamous in 
the annals of war, as one of the meanest of petty tyrants 
when in power, and of dastards when in danger. Possess- 
ing a narrow mind, ntterly untutored by benevolence or 
charity; a judgment perverse in the extreme ; a heart cal- 
lous to the most touching a])peals of 8ymj)athy, but tender 
when avarice half opened its lips to plead, he was a most 
unfit commander of a military guard over people like those 
of Rhode Island, who could appreciate courtesy ; but he 
Avas a tyrant at heart, and having the opportunity he exer- 
cised a tyrant's doubtful prerogatives. 

" General Lee was captured by the liritish in New Jei*sejr, 
in December, 1776, while i)assing from the Hudson to joni 
Washington on the Delaware ; the Americans had no j>ris- 
oner of equal military rank to exchange for him, therefore 
Colonel l>arton conceived the bold plan of capturing Gen* 
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^nnl I'rcseolt, in order to exchange hlin for (lenornl Lee ; 
it w.as accomplished on the night of the 10th of July, 1777, 
six months after the capture of Lee. 

"At that time (General Prcscott was cpiartcrod at the 
house of a (Juakcr named Ovoring, :ihout live mih»s al)ovo 
Newport, on tlie west road leading to tlie ferry, at the 
north part of the Island. Barton's plan was to cross Nar- 
ragansett Bay from the main, seize Prescott and carry liim 
to the American camp. It was a very hazardous under- 
taking, for at that time there were three ]>ritish frigates, 
with their guard-boats, lying east of Prudence Island, and 
almost in front of Prescott's quarters. With a few chostiu 
men Colonel ]}arton embarked in four whale-boats, with 
mufHed oars, at Warwick Neck, at nine o'clock in the 
evening, and passed unobserved over to Rhode Island, be- 
tween the islands of Prudence and Patience. They heard 
the cry, ' All's well,' from the guard-boats of the enemy, as 
they passed silently and unobserved, and landed in Cod- 
dington's Cove, at the mouth of a small stream which 
passed by the quarters of Prescott. J>arton divided his 
men into several squads, assigning to each its duty an<l 
station, and then with the strictest order and profound 
silence, they advanced towards the house. The main por- 
tion of the expedition ])assed about midway between a 
l>ritish guard-house and the encampment of a comi)any of 
light horse, while the remainder was to make a circuitous 
route to api)roach Prescott's quarters from the rear and 
secure the doors. As ]>arton and his men approached a 
gate, a sentinel hailed them twice, and then demanded the 
countersign. *We have no countersign to give,' Barton 
said, and quickly added, * Have you seen any deserters here 
to-night?' The sentinel was misled by this question, sup- 
posing them to be friends, and was not undeceived until 
his musket was seized and himself bound and menaced with 
instant death if he made any noise. The doors had been 
secured by the division from the rear, and I>arton entered 
the front j)assage boldly. Mr. Overing sat alone, reading, 
the rest of the family being in bed, and ]>arton inquired for 
Ceneral Prescott's room. Overing pointed upward, signi- 
fying that it was directly over the room in which they 
were standing. With four strong men and Sisson, a power- 
ful negro who accompanied them. Barton ascended the 
stairs and gently tried the door. It was locked ; no time 
was lost in ]>arleying; the negro drew back a couple of 
paces, and using his lioad for a battering-ram, burst open 
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the door at the first effort. The general, supposing the 
intruders to be robbers, sprang from his bed and seized his 
gold wateh that was hanging upon tlie wall. Barton placed 
his hand gently upon the general's shoulder, told him he 
was his prisoner, and that perfect silence was his only 
safety now. Prescott asked time to dress, but it being a 
hot tfulv night, and time precious. Barton refused acquies- 
cence, feeling that it would not be cruel to take him across 
the bay, 'where he could make his toilet with more care, at 
his leisure. So, throwing his cloak around him, and plac- 
ing him between two armed men, the prisoner was hun'icd 
to the shore. lu the mean time. Major ]$arrington, 
Prescott's aid, hearing the noise in the general's room, 
leaped from a window to escape, but was captured, and he 
and the sentinel stationed in the centre of tne party. At 
about midnight ca])tors and prisoners landed at Warwick 
Neck Point, where General Prescott first broke the silence 
by saying to Colonel l^arton, ' Sir, you have made a bold 
push to-night.' ' We have been fortunate,' coolly replied 
Barton. 

" Cai>taiu Elliot was there with a coach to convey the pris- 
oners to Providence, where they arrived at sunrise. Pres- 
cott was kindly treated by General Spencer and other ofli- 
cers, and in the course of a few days was sent to the head- 
quarters of Washington, at Middlebrook, on the Raritan. 
iVescott was exchanged for General Charles Lee in April 
following, and soon afterwards resumed his command of 
the British troops on Khode Island. 

" On account of the bravery displayed and the import- 
ance of the service in this expedition. Congress, having a 
^ just sense of the gallant behavior of Lieutenant-Colonel 
llarton and the brave officers and men of his party, who 
distinguished their valor and address in making prisoner of 
Major General Prescott, of the British army, and Major 
William Barrington his aid-de-camp,' voted Barton an 
elegant sword ; and on the 24th of December following, ho 
was i)romoted to the rank and pay of colonel in the Conti- 
nentiil army. 

"The oflicers on the expedition were Andrew Stanton, 
Samuel Potter, John Wilcox. Non-commissioned oflicers, 
Joshua Babcock and Samuel Philips. Privates, Benjamin 
Pren, James l*otter, Henry Fisher, James l*arker, Joseph 
Guild, Nathan Smith, Isaac Brown, Billington Cruinb, 
James Ilaines, Samuel Aj)is, Alderman Crank, Oliver Sim- 
mons, Jack Sherman, Joel Briggs, Clark I*ackard, Samuel 
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Cory, Jnnies AVcavor, Clark Crandall, Sainpon George, 
Jedediah Grenale, Joseph Ralph, llichard Ilare, Darius 
Wale, Jeremiah Thomas, Joseph Denis, William Bruif, 
Charles Hasset, Thomas Wilcox, Pardon Cory, John Hunt, 
Daniel Page (a Narragansett Indian), Thomas Austin, Jack 
Sisson, (black), and Howe, or Whiting, boat steerer. 

" Prescott while in command at Newport, rendered the 
citizens nncomfortable in every wjiy possible. lie impris- 
oned some of them for months, without any assigned rea- 
son ; among others was William Tripp, who had a large 
family, but the tyrant would not allow him to hold any 
communication with them, either written or verbal. The 
first intelligence he received from them wns by a letter, 
baked in a loaf of bread, which was sent to him by his wife. 
In this way a correspondence was kept uji during his con- 
finement of many months. 

" When Prescott took possession of his town quarters he 
had a fine sidewalk made for his acccommodation some dis- 
tance along Pelham and up Spring street, for which purpose 
he took the door-steps belonging to other dwellings. The 
morning after the evacuation the owners of the steps 
hastened to Prescott's quarters, each to claim his door-stone. 
It was a very exciting scene, for sometimes two or three 
persons, not positive in their identification, claimed the 
same stone, l^rescott's fine promenade soon disappeared 
and 

*' * Tlio gooil cilizons, soiiio younger, fioino older, 
Each carrying a doorHstone homo on \m shoulder," 

bore off their long-abused door-steps." 

And after all this trouble and danger, tjie object proved 
to be useless. General Lee when exchanged joined the 
army again, but at the battle of Monmouth, the American 
army nearly lost the victory in consequence of the disobedi- 
ence of orclers by Lee, and soon afterward suspended him 
from his position in the army, without pay for one year. 
He never joined the army again, and died a few years after 
at General Greene's residence on Cumberland Island, and 
his remains now lie in the Greene cemetery at Dungeness. 

General Lee's failings were those belonging to an un- 

fovernable temper, and jealousy of General Washington. 
Ic aspired to the position of commander-in-chief, and as 
he did not succeed he became soured and lukewarm in the 
cause, and there were strong suspicions that he wfis a traitor. 
He died a miserable, neglected and disappointed man. It 
would seem that treason is hereditary, as his son, the late 
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General liCfc, coinmander-in-ehief of the southern rebellioiif^ 
followed in the footsteps of his father. 

Nkwspapkus. 

In the year 1852, July 3d, IMr. John B. Lincoln issued 
the fii-st number of the Juint County Atlaa^ in East Green- 
wich. It was a well conducted paper, and the citizens of 
our village were delighted with the idea of having a news- 
j>aper of their own. They encouraged it in every way in 
their power, wrote connnunications, furnished liistorical 
articles, collected items of-news for the editor, but as Mr. 
liincoln possessed no faculty for business or finance, the 
i)aper soon came to its last issue. It was set up and printed 
here on an old-fashioned hand-press, and distributed every 
Saturday morning, at $1.50 per year. 

In the year 1854, Mr. William N. Sherman purchased 
the press, type and other material formerly belonging to 
Mr. Lincoln, and issued the iirst numher of the llkode 
Island Pendulum^ on the 27th of May, 1854, by whom it 
has been edited and published ever since. 

LODiiKS. 

There is an " Odd Fellows' Lodge " here, named " Har- 
mony liodge." It is in a very flourishing condition, and 
the members are preparing to build a large hall on a lot 
owned by them on ]\Iain street, oi)posito the Court House. 
The lower story is to bo used as a hall for lectures, con- 
certs, shows and such purposes, and the upi)er story for 
the use of the Lodge. 

There is also a Temple of Honor, named "Advance 
Temple," and a Lodge of Good Templars by colored 
persons. 

Mink UAL SruixG. 

" Tlioso porsoiis who ai'o v!sitiii«; O ruoiiwicli for tlio so;isoii, will l»o pleased 
to luara thut tlioy can hero cigoy the bciieHts of a mhieral spriiii^, In a 
little notch at the hoiul of the oove, where the ]*otowoinut ro;!!! crosHen 
the Stonington railroad, is the " Hod Spring/' whose watei'S contain iron, 
magnesia, and some other mineral suhstances, and are highlv beneficial 
when taken at the right time and in the right quantities. A walk of a 
mile brings one to the spot, where the iiarty about to imbibe, or in other 
words drink, ought to arrive about sunrise and drink just as the sun is 
rising, and be very Ciiutions not to drink any more than they want. AVe 
have drank it with beneficial results a few moments (say about llM) later. 
The knowing ones say it tastes nearly as bad as the Saratoga water, which is 
cert4iin1y high pniise. We dare say that when it shall have been ais much 
yasaijied, it wilt be fully as i>otent. The benefits of the springs of Sara- 
toga and the bathing .it Newport are here nnitt^d. This notice is not irony i 
although the Spring is. On and imbibe gratuitously.'* 
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The spring above referred to, is locnted about half a mile 
from the <Tej>ot in East Green wieh and arises from a valley 
near, which evidently contains "bog iron ore," as the water 
is so strongly impregnated with iron held in solution, that 
the stones, leaves and everything with which it comes in con- 
tact, is covered with a heavy deposit of oxide of iron; 
hence it has acquired the name of the " red sjiring." The 
water has been analyzed nnd holds in solution as much 
magnesia and iron as the Stafford Springs in Connecticut, 
once so celebrated. When the Stonington Railroad was con- 
structed, the contractor built a strong bank wall to pro- 
tect the s]>ring, considering it sufficiently valuable for preser- 
vation. The grounds in its immediate neighborhood are 
very beautiful, and the Potowomut Railroad station is 
within a few rods of the S|)ring, and boats can land at a 
very short distance from it, and the celebrated resort for 
clam-bakes, the " Old Dish," is very near it. If a hotel is 
erected there it will be a fashionable place of resort. 

The New England Normal Institute op Music. 

The New England Normal Institute of Music is located 
at East Greenwich, and its sessions are held at the Green- 
wich Academy during a portion of the months of July and 
August. It IS not a local or state institution, but a na- 
tional one, and is the only one of its kind in the United 
States. Musical ]>eo]>le and music teachers from the 
most distant states of the Union attend, and the citizens of 
East Greenwich while it is in session enjoy a great literary, 
scientific and musical treat. I will close this little article 
with this notice of the " Grand Oratorio Concert," from 
the Prom<lenr,e Journal: 

" Gi*and Oratorio Concert at East Greenwich. 

" The quaint and pleasant old Town of East Greenwich had 
a larger concourse of music-loving people within its limits 
yesterday than ever before in its history. There was a large 
delegation from this city, and from the summer resorts 
about, many came in carriages, while the session of the 
New England Normal Institute of Music furnished a large 
number. The occasion was the i)erformance of the grand 
oratorio of * Elijah,' by Mendelssohn. It is rarely that 
the opportunity is given to hear an oratorio adequately 
rendered and music-lovers were glad of the opportunity. 
The fine hall of the Institute was well filled, and its admi- 
rable acoustic qualities added much to the effect. 
18 
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^' Tho coiicovt Avas uudoi* tho mauagcinont of Dr. Tourjce, 
and the singing under the accomplished baton of Mr. Carl, 
Zerrahan. The chorus was by tlie members of the Insti- 
tute, assisted by a delegation from the Handel and Haydn 
Society from Boston. The clioruses were given with great 
force and spirit, giving token of almost perfect training, 
and were admirably supported by the Germania orchestra, 
which intensified and vitalized, without being overwhelmed 
b^ the volume of sound. Among the accomplished musi- 
cians of the orchestra it was fHcasant to see the ^ good, 
gray head' of Mr. Thomas Ryan, of the Mendelssohn 
Quintette Club. The solos were given by Miss Lilian B. 
Norton, soprano, who has a magniiicent voice, that pro- 
duced the lincst effect. Mrs. P'lora E. Barry, who sang 
with her accustomed grace and skill, Mrs. A. B. Carrington, 
who appeared in place of Miss Ita Welsh, who was una- 
voidably absent, Mr. A. Wilkie, tenor, and Mr. J. F, 
Rudolphson, basso. All are artists of distinguished reputa- 
tion, which they fully sustained under the demands of the 
oratorio. The duo between Miss Norton and Mr. Iludolph- 
sen was ])articular1y admired. 

" The oratorio was not given in full, owing to its gi*eat 
length, but its most striking passages were rendered in full, 
ancf the connection and meaning of the composition fully 
preserved. It was a most admirable performance, and in a 
hall the size of that of the Institute had more than the dis- 
tinctness and general effect of its performances in Boston 
by the Handel and Haydn Society. One could not but 
wish that it could be given in Providence, where so many 
more could have enjoyed it. It would be a revelation to 
many of the grandeur and sweetness of the oratorio, which 
we believe has not been heard in our city. 

" No one who attended yesterday regretted the journey. 
During the performance of the oratorio a portion of Parker's 
magnificent ' Redemption Hymn ' was given, Mrs. Flora E. 
Barry rendering the solo * Sorrow and Morning Shall Flee 
Away ' with the finest effect and receiving hearty applause. 
This is the second time that the hymn has been perioimed 
in this country, the first being at the triennial festival of 
the Handel and Haydn Society. Its composer, Mr. James 
C. T. Parker, was i)resent. After the hymn the oratorio was 
resumed and concluded. Mr. Rudolphsen was unfortu- 
nately taken with a sudden hoarseness, but finished his 
part." 
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I do not imagine tlmt any oni» will deny tliat this work 
contains nearly every thing connected with our village. 
Some things may seem trifling and of no consequence, but 
if a copy of tliis history shall survive a century, doubtless 
what now appears insignificant will then be considered 
valuable. Perhaps some will cavil at the remarks and as- 
sertions of the writer, but then we have Scripture author- 
ity for our views on this subject. Job says, " Oh that mine 
enemy would write a book." There is a sharp, cutting 
malice in that saying, as many at this day experience. 
Probably Job wished an opportunity to review, and conse- 
quently criticise, a work written by some one he personally 
disliked. At any rate nothing is more bitterly malicious. 

As this work is published during the Bi-centennial year 
of the settlement of the Town of East Greenwich, and at 
the tennination of tlie National Centennial, we will fittingly 
close with the following original hymn, by William N. 
Sherman, Esq. : 

" Eternal God! To Tlioe we raise, 
In humble thanks and solemn praise. 
Our heart and voice before Thy throne, 
For blessings of a century gone. 

When our youn^ nation was oppressed, 
Thine arm sustained in our distress, 
And when upon the battle field 
Tliou wert our 8trengt.h and Thou our shield. 

A hundred years have pn.sspd away, 
And on this hundi'e<lth natal day. 
The banner of our sainted dead 
Floats in rich folds above our head. 

. Forever wave that banner high. 

Through every arch of Froe«lo!u's sky, 
And North and South, and Kaat and West, 
In Union l)e forever blest. 

Then God's right hand shall shade our fears 
And bless the coming hundred years; 
And Freedom from her mountain height 
Proclaim aloud that— right is mifjht. 

A century hence! We shall be gone! 
But generations yet unborn 
May rtoat the flag — may voices raise 
And sing again Centennial praise." 
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The Atlantic Monthly says of it : 

A[i*. (^i'oouo'h litiiOKs to writo a hi.iUivy of RIumIo T.sltiii<l is oiio of thoHO 
facts wliicli Olio rocogiiizos with u suiiso of xiorsouiil :ulviiiitui;o too nirely 
felt in a world wlicro at best tlio riglit inau so often sets about the ^vrong 
work. * * * * Tliore is no attempt to cast the light of romance about 
the prime facts of a storv so itrccious to Immanity in tlieir simple grand- 
eur, but the vital point is brought out with fresh force, and we revere 
anew the greatness and clearness of soul in Roger Williams which, in an 
age when the whole world w:vs bloo<lily poi*secuting for opinion's sixke, 
could conceive tlio idea of a ])orfect toleration in niattoi*s of religious lie- 
lief, and could eutablisli at onru the principle tliat the power of the state 
must never extend to these. Tliis is tlie undying honor of Uhode Island, 
that in her narrow bounds, on the borders of a desert continent, in spite 
of the hate and jealousy of her sister colonies, she could preserve invio- 
late a principle of which, as yet, mankind hardly dreamed: and of all 
the benefits which America has bestowed upon the world, it may be 
questioned whether this principle is not the greatest. * * * * One 
of the pleas;intest chapters of the book is that on The Mode of Life in 
our Forefathers' Days. This has a quite idyllic charm, and is only too 
brief. 

From Ifarpcva* Maf/Uiine: 

A Short History of Uhode Island, by George Washington Qreene» 
LL. D., is an admirable history of its kind. It tells the story^ of Rhode 
Island with the clearness and simplicity which always distmguish the 
style of Professor Greene. 

From the Maijtixinc of American History : 

The name of Mr. Greene is enough to commend this history, and no 
man knows better its precise value than himself. He divides history into 
two classes. "One a sober teacher; the other a pleasant companion." 
* * * * ^Ve accept his book as a pleasant companion. It is more 
than this. It is happily divided and compact in form and treatment, and 
supplies all the information the ordinai'y reader looks for, with philosophy 
enough to satisfy the higher requirements of the historical student, who 
reasons backw.ard to causes and forward to results from events. 

From the iVei/j York Tribune of June 15th: 
A valuable addition to the author's historical studies, but we trust not 
to their tinal completion, is presented in this compendious history of his 
native State. The work bears throughout tlie impress of the writer's 
vigorous mind, is enriched by numerous original and suggestive reflections, 
and presents a variety of lucid and picturesque sketches in his peculiar, 
felicitous style of composition. 

Bound in Fine Cloth, $2. 
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